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’ A Letter my Lord Pontchartrain', 
Secretary of State to hts Moji Chnjltan 
MajeJly^ 

^ 7he V Tfage from Siam to Pekin, 

My Lord, 

H O’ travellrts at their return are very 
fond of tellmg theu- flory, and I am 
pretty well aflured, tha?a relation from 
China cannot fail o? being at once both 
iifeful and entertaining, yet I could never once 
rcfolve upon writing a fonniA^ccount of my voyage 
thither That fubjeft, md^, is worn fo thread 
tare^ tliat people have little or no cunofity after 
new relations, and the world, moreovCf*is fuffi 
ciently taken up with the bufincfs of the times 
the %vars, negotiations, and defigns now carrying 
,*on in Europe, divert them from enquiring into 
the afiair-zof remote countncs 
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2 Voyage from Siam fo^ckin. ^ ^ 

But you, my lord (whofe underftanding is as ' 
«fcn(ive as your Zealand who no le/s rejoice at 
y^ories obtain’d by Chrift’sdotShine over jdglat^, 
tfen’at thofe byour arms) will, I dare hope, ^ve 
vis his mimfters a patient hearing. I have already 
had the honour to be heard by you on this (ub- 
.jeft’at leifurehoursi and I may fay, that next to 
, thofec divine helps which fuppoft us in all our la- 
bours, notlyng could more animate^ our induftry, 
than that goodnefs with which you are plcafed to 
^ve it wicouragcmcnt. ^ 

The project of fending miflionaries, flrill’d in the 
mathcmaticks, into the utmoft parts of the world, 
was thought fo glonous to his maiefty’s reign, anti 
“fo advantageous to religion, that nis miniftcrt have 
ever ufed their bed endeavours to promote it. 

Monficur Colbert not only obtain’d his majefty’s 
approbation, but alfo his orders for the preparing* 
'rieccflary inftruments, for a confiderable number 
' of mathematicians, bound for China j fome thro* 
Mufeovy andTartarv, others thro’Syria and Per- 
fia, and the red on ooard the vcfTcls belonging to 
the Caft-lnda company. 

His death put fomc flop to this great defign, 
butthc rnarquisdcLouvoisno fooncr fuccccdedhim, 
as fupenntcnt^t of art^ and fcicnccs, than by 
order frorn his nTaicfly he commanded our fupc- 
riors to look out men, ivjiofc zeal and capacity 
render’d them able f(ftr fuch an undertaking*, and 
for them he procur^ all forts of inftruments, 

‘ together v,ith money, letters of commendation, 
imd, i'\3trorJ, whatevernuuht contribute to the 
fucerf-i^'the defjgn. 

De Scignclay, judging that thclc new 
mimons needed the fupport of the rdmirilty, dc- 
m^ht lie intruded to hb caret but tho' 
monTiwr Dc Lojvoh givcup to him t^ manage- 
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‘Vncnt of themj yet he did not wholly abandon 
them, but largelyand bountifully contributed to the 
fhortening their journey thro* Poland, Ruffia, Si- 
beria, and the greater Tartary to^the caftembcean. 

Thus, my lord, has pfowderice led three great 
men to forward fo noble a work, the perfeiUng of 
which it has left to you. The feveral reafons.'^vhlch 
induced them ^to it will, doubtlefs, be as preva- 
lent with yourlordlhip, who are nd lefs defirous 
of the honour of rell^on, the glory of our king, 
and the advantage of his fubjofts, and no lefs care- 
ful in your employmorts, ;with relpedt both to arts 
and fciences, and trade and navigation. 

Your protection has, hitherto, beeji fo bene- 
volent to thofe zealous mUKonaries, that they can- 
not doubt of*a'happy fucccfs. 

• But befides this acknowledgment, they are 
bound to give you an exaCl accourit of their aftidgs, 
thdr travels, and the ufe they ha-i^e made'of h^ 
nwefty*s bounty. Theffmcrnolis, my lord,' P 
offer to you on their behalf.’ ^ ^ ^ " 

* The lung, about ten years> finte, commanded 
fix of his fubjeCtSj'jefiuts, for China, with the 
character of his majefty’#rrfathematlciahs, that, by 
teaching thefe fcienccs^ they .might take occafion 
to promote the gofpel. I ^vaSl>ofib of them, arid 
fet fail with the reft in jhc beginning of the year 
i585,Nm the fame fhif^ on board which was mon- 
ficur Chaumont, fent by majcfty on 'an extra* 
ordinary ambafiy to the court of Siam. * 

■ Our voyage thither was very fortunate,' but the 
feafon forbad our going farther , and iy^TWerc de- 
tained there near a twelve-month, till "the time of 
year proper for our defign. 

Thekmg of Siam, a prfitender to’aflrolQgy, de- 
fired to be a fharer in our aftronomical obfervad- 
ons. He, above all, admired our exaClnefs in fore- 
’ B 2 icllmg - 



4 ^he Voyage from Siam to t’ekin. 
telling an eclipfe of the moon, which led him to 
entertain thoughts of keeping us at his court. But 
having inform’d turn, wliat our orders were, he 
confented that four of us ftvould depart for China, 
provided father Tachard fhould return to France, 
to requeft the king for more mathematicians, and 
that I in the interim Ihould remain with him. . 

Accordingly he went for Europe, and I conti- 
nued at Siam, while the fathers Fontaney GerbU- 
lon, DeVifdelon, andBouvet took fliip forMacao, 
a fmall city, fituated on the point of an ifland on * 
the coafts of Gilna, where the Portugueze have a 
fortrefs. * ^ 

Father Tachard arrived fafe at Paris, with the 
Siamite ambafladors : but thofe, who failed for 
China, were, in a few days after t|j.eir departure, 
furpnfed by a tempeft which put a ftop to their 
voyage*, they were tnaftoutveflel of monfieur' 
ij-C&nftance’i, but it fufFcred fo much in the ftorm, 
""that in a little time it be^ to be leaky. 

‘ The Ihipwrcck being inevitable, it was thought 
better to ftrand on the (honr with fomc hopes of 
life, than by loofing up againft the wind to keep 
the fea, and founder in a defperate condition ; fo 
before night they reached !m unknown land. The 
foip often run qoan (hoalsj but did and 

with much dIfficuhy,Uicy got to the Icewai^'o'f an 
ifland near Giflomet, a prtivmcc of the kingdom of 
Siam, bordering upon that of Cambqja. 

The capuin then difpatrcd of procc^lng in his 
voyage, being fallen under a wind, which accorf- 
ing to the feafon was like to keep the fame comer 
for fevcrii months and hindered him from doub- 
ling Inc cape dfXiimbota, efpcdally fince the {hip 
was extremely difabled. 


The 
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The miflionanes more concerned at the lofs of 
time, than the danger they had efcaped, refolved 
upon,retuming toSiam by land, deligning thereto go 
onboard anEnghfh vcflel boundforCanton, which 
■\vas to fail about the beginning bf Auguft They en 
tered the woods, in hopes of meeting with a town 
and fome guides to conduct them , but they foon 
loft their ivay, and encountered no lefs ptnls at 
land than before at fea The great rams had 
caufedaland flood, fothat, walking oarefoot thro* 
the fields which were overflowed, an innumerable 
quantity of leeches, and muflcetoes fo troublefbme 
fo ftrangers, were their continual torment On 
the other hand a great number of ftrpents, tigers, 
buflJes, and elephants, of which the forefts are full, 
kept them ugdcr continual apprehenfions 
, Butthcirgreateft mifttywas wantof food, for, 
the little viftuals they had brought out ^\ ith them 
being foon fpent, they muft have been ftar^^;^^ 
had not providence dircifted them to a fmoll village^ 
Not that the inhabitants could afford them much 
relief, being themfelves unp^o■^^ded of all things , 
but they conduced them back again to their ftnp, 
where they arrived after a fortnight*s wandering, 
half dead with weanncfs and hunger 

As for me, I was dmoft in a condition I 
had prevailed upon monficurCohI?ancetoplacemeiii 
a convent of Talapoii^fo their pnefts are called) of 
whom not one had yet end^ced chnftianity, tho* 
their con\erfion might be aft effeiftual means to 
bring about that of the whole nation I knew no 
fteps more proper to be taken, to this purpofe, than 
free converiation with them, and conforming my 
to tAeir oVeiiSs, ancf aui?cntyaf rAis 

method proved efFeihialat Madura, from whencel 
conclude, that there was no lefs rcafon to expeft 
the like fuccefs at Siam Bu* the confpiracy of the 
, B 3 Malais 
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MalaisandMacaflars, ■which happened at that time, 
gave mondeur Conftance fo much trouble, that he 
had no l«{ure to think oC me. The king who 
countenanced the chriftian feith, and his muMfter, 
who was its chief fupport, ■with all thofe who pro- ’ 
felTcd it, "were in danger of b«ng murthered in one 
night, had not our Redeemer faved us from that 
peril i but the plot was difeovered, and the crimi- 
nals brought to a condign pumlhmcnt. 

» On accovdit of thisaeddent, the fathers re- 
turned by fea to Siam, before 1 was very far en- 
gaged in the new life I refolvcd to lead •, and at thdr 
eameft. folicitationiconfented to embark ■with them, 
when the feafon ftvould pemut \ and the more wil- 
lingly, hecauCc it was about the time that father 
Tachatd was to return ■with a recruit of mifTiona- 
ties and mathematicians. ^ 

On the 1 7th of June, in the year 1 68 7, we failed* 
JgrNimpo, a confiderable city and haven inChelu- 
'Lm, a province of Macao 5 for we thought it im- 
proper to go to Macao, as was defigned the year 
before, having been informed, that thePortugueac 
would not afford us a welcome reception 

I hardly believe, xnylord, that you arc over cu- 
rious of knowing how we lleered our courfe. Jour- 
nals wholly made up of weft, north, ami 
fouth, and a thouiajd barbarous words, which feem* 
only proper for huffing and hcdloring the winds, 
can^ fcarce be relllh’d W fo^cc a palate as yours ; 
which neverthelcfs arcVeiy ufcful to feamen, and 
thofe, who make navigatiori their ftudy, would 
not find fuch a ftde unpleafwt. But 1 fhall take 
another tJpj.ortunity of pving ■you an account of 
it, in oHcnng you fomcgcognvplucal memoirs. Per- 
mit me then to wave thu for the prefent, and 
to ipcak only of what oinccmcd ourfclvcs, 

Altho’ 
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Altho* the king of Siam gave expreft orders for 
our good treatment, God was pleafed in his wif- 
dom to give us an occaSon of exercifing our pati* 
ence * We were on board a fmall Chinefe veflel, 
called aSommebythePortuguezc,wthout any fiiel- 
ter againft theweather, and fo ftreightened forwant 
of room, that we could not Kc at length; placed 
near an idol, black \vith the fmoak of a lamp con- 
tinually burning in its honour, and, which did not 
a Utde offend us, wor/hipped every dSy with a dia- 
bolical fuperftition. The fun was diredlly over our 
heads, and we had fcarce any water to quench our 
immoderate thirft, which the exceflive heat of the 
'climate brought upon us. Three meals of rice 
were our daily allowance, tho* the captain, Iconfefs, 
often in^dted us to eat fome meat with him ; but 
^that being afways ffrft offered as a facrifice to the 
*idol, we looked on it rather with horror than ap- 
petite. In this manner we fpent above a nio«^ 
endeavouring, by oui patience and prayers, to in^ 
fplre thofe idolatrous pwple with an efteem for our 
holy religion, our fmall acquaintance with their 
language not permitting us to do it by declaring 
its moft facred truths. 

*Tis true, we fometltnes, with the help of an in- 
terpreter, attempted tQ convince them of theabfixr- 
‘-dity of that worihip they wertr^nfortunately en- 
gaged in, by means of thdr education. One day 
efpecially they flockeefabout us ; the difpute grew 
{harp, and, at length, fc^Kot, that we were con- 
flramed to drop it. All {eamen are generally very 
obllinate 5 and ours took great offence at what we 
-had faid of their idol, and, foon aferf advanced 
towards us, with threatening afpefts, armed with 
l^ces and half-pikes. 

Weimpatientlyexpeiledtheevent, but found, at 
laft, there was no reafon to fear. The mariners had 
B 4 armed 
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armed themfelves only to prepare for a procelTion* 
in honour of their idol $ perhaps to appeafe the 
anger (he might have conceived at the rude treat- 
ment •which (he received from us in the latedHpute. 

I fcarce believe there is a nation more fuperftitious 
than theChinefe,\7ho-worJhip the very compafs they 

fteerby, continually cenfing it with perfumes, and 

often offering it meat as a faciifice. Twice a day 
regularly they thre^v little pieces of gilt paper, like 
money, into*the fca, as it were to keep it at their 
devotion. Somcrimes they would prefent it ■with 
little boats made of the fame ftuff, that, being em- 
ployed in tolling and nunmg them, fhe might have, 
no Hfure to annoy us. But when the unruly elci 
jnsnt flighted this kindnefs, and became trouble- 
fome, t^g, as they believed, agitated in an «• 
traor^ary manner by a Dxmon thit Eovems it i 
they burned fome feathers, whofe notfome fmoalc 
peftiferous feent were, indeed, more than fuf- 
i^.acicnt, to fend the fiend going, were he the caufe, 
had he been endowed "with fenfe. 

Paflin^ once near a hill on which one of their 
temples is built, their fuperffition then out-did it- 
fclf, for, befidcs the ufud ceremonies, confiftingin 
meat-offerings, burning of candles and perfumes, 
throwing httic baubles of (^It paper into the fea, 
and infinite othcr'fbp^^es, all hands were at work, 
for five or fix hours together, in making a little vef- 
fcl, in the likencfs of ours^ of about four feet in 
length. It was very a^fictally wrought, wanting 

• neither tnafls, tackling, fails, nor flags *, it had its 
corr^fs, rudder, and (halop, its arms, kitchin- 

• fluff, viifttKls, cargo, and book of accompts. Be- 
I iTdes, they had daubed as many fmall pieces of 

paper, as we were mm m the fbip, andditpofed of 
'them in out places. This machine, being placed 
' on two (laves; >wa5, with great ceremony, at the 
1 noifc 
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j)o‘ifc of a tabor and a brazen bafon, ralfed up in 
,view of all the crew. A fcaman, in aBon7e’s habit, 
was’the principal pcrfo^ among them, playing fc- 
vcrahapifh tncks with a quarter-ftaff, and, now 
and then, ihouting forth loud huzza’s At length 
»tlie myfterious toy committed to the weaves, 
and cy*d as far as fight could reach, accompanied 
with thcBonze’s acchmations, who roared with all 
•his might This ridiculous entertainment diverted 
the failors, while we were ftruck with a fenfible 
grief to behold their blind error, which it was out 
of our power to remove. 

An accident happened foon after, which, at firfi, 
•gave them IcTs plcafitrc, but, in the end, proved an 
equal diverfion to us all. The mariners imacmed 
.they faw a fiilp In a jnrt of the fea much in^fted 
uith pyntd. They had exetUent Tpying-glafies, 

‘ thro* which they could perceive the mails and fails*, 
nay, fomc faw the very tackling, and, fronvihe 
manner of her fallmg, »t was plain Ibe delignca 'btir 
a \ ifit All ^vcrc ver)* diligent m putting thdr fiup 
in a pofiurcof defence: thcChlnefc, w ho, of all men, 
love beft to fleep in a whole fkin, %vcrc in extreme 
confiemat'on; wc faw fear painted in thcir facts, 
while they made ready thcir feymeters, pikes, rnJ 
guns, for they had qo cannon This temfied us 
more than the fondeJ enemy,, which yet caufird n 
1 3 no little Rpprehen^on ; •for I mufl inccnuoufi) 
o\.n, wc were thertPrown as fearful, if pofilble, 
as the Chunefe rhemrelvcf*' l^dipon or mart} rdom 
was not thai the thmg m qacftion ; wt: were n 
danger of Ijcng ftranclal by w ho give ro 

qu'trtcT,aeccrdingtotncxrcuuom,whie^thc) would 
KarJlj ha\'e altei^ for our fakes The only rt* 
mniy would have been, to haa*c leaped mto t^f 
fca, and, bv drowrtngourfch*es, defnred o'lrcnd 
for a few runuKS \ fc*Jt the medic,nc seas fomcwhif 
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violent, and fte did not care to try thee^enment. 
Our profpeftive-ghlTes ■were often ukd, and, 
to our great furpnze, the mighty vefiel, as it came 
near us, leflened, as did our ilUgrounded ferror, 
for ue now doubted whether It was a Ihip. At 
length It grew a floating ifland, then a fea-horfe, 
and then I know not what » till at laft it came^ m 
View, and proved to be a tree, which a violent 
wind had tom from the coaft The earth and 
pebbles about its root occafioned it to fwjm upncht, 
fo that Its trunk, which was very high, refembled 
a maft , and feme branches fpread on each fide for 
a yard, with lefier boughs broken down for ropes, 
had, with the help of tlic wmd and the fea’s b^t* 
ing about it, whi^ 'formed a traft not unbke tiiat 
of a ftiip, thus caufdcfly alarmed us , moreover, 
people who trembled, as they look&i thro* their 
glanes, might eafily be deceived 
^^he dreadful enemy was no fooner known, but 
preparations were ^ven over, to their great 
feemmg gnef, who then defired nothing more than 
abattle, and were heartily vexed atthedifappomt- 
ment But we much fufpe&mg their courage was 
counterfat, fince it did not appear tiU all the dan 
ger was vamftied, thoughfcnot ourfelves fafe un 
til we were landed ^ 

This was not ^Jie only pcnl we were likely to 
encounter i for wewA^fcarpe in fight of Emouis, 
an ifland of China, famous nA the commodioufnefs 
of Its harbour, and JiHStabundance of fhips of all 
nations reforting thither, when the hidden veenng 
of the wind, followed by a calm, and black clouds, 
which on every fide darkened our honzon, caufed 
tVitySitfts to fcarfne approac’h of TomeXyphon, than 
which nothing is mote temblc in the feas of China 
and Japan , for, unlefs the captain be Ikilful, the 
crew numerous, and the \cflel flout, their rum is 

mofl 
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moft certain. This Typhon is a furious wind, or 
rather a blowing of all the winds at once; fo that 
the waves, confufedly rolling one upon another, 
befet ^Ihip on all lides, and tofs it with the utmoft 
rage and fury. This wind is fo violent, that there 
Is no bearingany fail; and /b obftinate, that the third 
day fcarce fees the end of it. At firft the feamens 
pains and induftry may a little withftand the ftorm, 
but continual labour tires and difheartcns them ; 
they yield to the over-ruling winds, thamafls break, 
the rudder is carried off, and the fliip founders; or, if 
fhebc fo well built as to fuftain the fury of the waves, 
Jbe fpHts againft a rock, and not a man efcapes. 

• Four days had been fpent, jn expeftation of the 
like fate; and the dreadful omens increafed, when 
it came into our minds to addrefs St. Francis Xa- 
vier, whofe ftiiraclcs had once rendered thofe feas 
fo femous. We prayed him to divert the tempeft, 
and inforced our prayers by a vow. Scarce were we 
off our knees, but, whether by a miracle, or 
ordinary courfe of nature, there blew a favourable 
gale of wind, which carried us thro’ fome illands 
into our defired port, 

I never fawany thing fo frightful, as that infinite 
number of rocks and defert iflands thro* which vfc 
were obliged to pafs. ^ The channels arc m fome 
places fo narrow, as not to .'“acced ten paces in 
breadth, to the great dangci^f thofe who fail thro' 
them; we alfo thro’ a pretty wide bay, 

in which the Chinefe oh^iny a profound filencc, 
for fear, they tell us, of diflurbing a ndghbourinp 
dragon ; wc were conftrained to follow thcir 
example. I know not how they call it ; as for 
us, wc named it the Dumb Man’s Biy. 

Having fpent fome time among thofe horriil 
rocks, wc at laft had fight of a little city called 
Tim-hai, that is, Sea’s Limit, fituated at the mouth 

Mr 
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of the nver, up which wc tided, and dropp’cf 
■anchor three miles higher, near the city of Nimpo, 
•which we had eamcftly longed to fee, during a 
fix and thirty day s yoyage, rendered extremely 
tedious, on account of the dangers and hardlhips 
to which we were daily expofed 

It was with tranfportingjoy wc reached that land, 
in which we had, during (b many years, ardently de- 
fired to preach the gofpel Thefightof it infpiredus 
v/ithanunuffialzeal,andthejoyofvicwingtnathap- , 
py foil, which fo many goodmen had coniccrated by 
their labours, we thought anample amends for ours 
However, itwasnotfoeafytoentcr, tho'wcwcre 
fo near the city China is a verv ceremonious coun- 
try, -wherein all ftrangersjbute^ecially theFrench, 
have occafionfora goodftock of patiepce Thecap- 
tainof our veflel thoughtfit to conceal us, and, onouy 
arrival, we were let down into the hold, where the 
heat, which mcreafed the nearer we approached the 
'^^d, and feveral other inconveniencies, rendered 
our condition almoft mfupportable But, m fpite of 
all precaution, we ueredifcovercd, an officer of the 
cuftomsfpiedus, and, having tal^en an account of 
the lhip*s cargo, fet a man m her, and withdrew to 
inform his mafter ThisMhndanne who holds his 
commifTion immediately from court, and is there-' 
fore much rcfpctft^, ordered us to be brought be- 
forehim, whom u c found<jja Urge hall, afiifted by 
hisaflcfibrs, and other ii^enorbfficers , v/e werpv/ait- 
ed on Either by a mafeude of people, who are 
there more curious of feeing an European, than 
we Ihould be here of viewing a Chmefe 

Nofoonefwcre wcenter*d, but we were admo 
nifhcd to kneel, and bow our heads nine times to 
the ground, that being thecuftom m thofe parts of 
doing obeifancctothcpnmeMandanne, who, inthat 
tjuahty , reptefents the emperor’s perfon His coun- 
tenance 
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tenance was very fever^ bearing a gravity that 
challenged veneration, and« dread, which mcreaf- 
ed at the fight of his executioners, who, likeRo 
man liClors, attended with chains and great flicks, 
in a readinefs to bind and cudgel whom hi§ Man- 
dannelhip plcafed 

Having paid him ourduty, he afked us who we 
V ere, and what was our errand My Lord (an- 
fwered we, by the means of ounnterprster)tvfl 7 ave 
heard tn Europe, that feveral of our hretbreiiy ard 
parlmdarl) Vcrbiefl, laboured ‘With fuccefs to 
fpread the knouledge of our holy religion tit thefe re 
motepartSt the fame zeal bat mwedusy andtbeno 
He idea we have form*d of this empire^ and of the 
WTt and poUtenefs of its tnhabuantSy has engaged us 
to procure them the only thing that is wanting to com 
pleat the grStdeur of fo flourifhing and renvmei 
a nation^ ^ 12 the knowledge of THE ONZTTRUE 
, GOV, without which it eanro* be truly great JVe 
have hef des underfood how kind hts imperial majejly , 
has been to them, and hope hts Mandarines, who are 
no Jlrangers to hts intentions, will be fo favourable 
as not to malejl us 

Thisdeclaration fccmcdfomewhatbold, ma pro 
Vince where our rcJigwn was fcarcc tolerated, and 
in a city where there*was not one chnflian But 
ourignoranccher*of inclined us T3 think, that, flnee 
the nwiom of trade |iad Wen granted, ftrangers 
might come and fettV tnere^ w hich is diredlly oppo- 
fite to the laws of thc»\rd The Mandanne, 
who, qu-flionlefs, was furpnzed at our freedom of 
fpeech, dtfTemblcd histhoughts, and, as if heap- 
proved of our zeal, told usifwas tr»e, the empe- 
ror had aparticulareflecmforfathcrVcrbiefl, whofc 
merit \vas notorious in all parts of the empire, and 
that he himfelf w as very defirous to ferve us , bur, 
continued 
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continued he, I mufifirfi advife with the governor^ 
andu'e Jhall confiitr of it together: in the meanwhile 
retumtayQurJhip^'whereyoujballhearfartherfsomus. 

• Some days after the general of thcmilitia in and 
about the city, confiftlng of about fifteen or twenty 
thoufandmen, was \vUlingtofecus,and entertained us 
in a moft obliging manner, infomuch that, when we 
left him to wait Upon the governor, he fent in of- 
ficer to defire him that he would ufe us kindly, af- 
furing him we were very honeft people. The go- 
vernor exprefi^ fome regard for us, but laid he 
could determine nothing in our cafe, till he had firft 
conferred with the chief officers of the city ; fo 
that wc Were forced again on |3oard our hated fhtp, 
which feemed to us an extremely fcveie prifon. 

Moft of us were fick,' but ora* lordt who permit- 
ted thefe delays, to try ourpadence, did atlaft {oft- 
en the hardened hearts of thefe infidels, who took 
companion upon us. Eight days being fpent in 

• conlultations, the Mandarine of the cuftoms held 
his court in a houfe not far from the port, where 
his clerks ufually kept their office. Having there 
fent for us and our goods, bang feveral bales of 
books, images, and mathcmaticalinftruments, they 
opened but three of our trunks, without demand- 
inganycuftom*, andhislortfthiptoldus, we might 
Ic^ge in the fubu^s tjU they had heard from the 
viceroy, to whom the govtaipr had wrote concern- 
ing us. "We thankfully accepted of his civility, 
and, in our new hJibifiidon, enjoyed ' a reft we 
greatly wanted 

Permit me, my lord, before I proceed, to give 
' you a gcncAl defeription of that great empire, 
framed according to the obfervations of antient 
geographers, and reChfied by thofe wc have fince 
made vrith much care and exaftnefs. 


C CfllHA, 
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Chima, which the wuiabitants call Tchoum- 
coeve^ the middle kingdom, becaufe they formerly 
thought thcmfelveSfcat^ mthemidftof the world, 
IS divlSed into fifteen very lai^e provinces Quan- 
tum, Fokien, Chekiam, Nankim, Xantum andPe- 
kin he along the eaftem ocean, from fouth to north j 
an^ from north to fouth on the weftem fide, are 
extended Xanfi, Xenfi, Sucheun, Yunnan and 
Quamfi , and dicn Qucycheu, Kianfi, Huquam 
and Honan are encompafled by the fcthcr eleven, 
and from the midft of the empire, which a chan- 
nel divides from Japan and the iflandFormofa, and 
a very long wall from Tartary 

Here, my lord, I muft mtreat your patience a 
while, to give you an exaftaccount of its fituation, 
and remind you of two confiderable faults geogra- 
phers are guilty of the firft whereof is, that they 
have mifplaced the whole province Leaotum with- 
in the \vall , whereas it is undoubtedly without, 
tho* It ever made part of the Chincfe dominions. ' 
This IS matter of fait, and whoever difputes it 
need only take a journey thither, as we did, to be 
fully convinced The fecond is, that they place 
the whole empire five hundred leagues more eaft 
ward than it really is , •this is not fo palpable a mis- 
take as the former, ibut clearly demonftrable by 
our obfervations , fo that Chinals much nearer Eu 
rope than it has bccn»h>thtTto imagined 

If fuccecding obfidvators could but bnng it each 
joumc) fo many leagues if-Sirtr, ourvojages would 
foon bcfhortcnrd,and thofc,whoare fofond of fee 
ing unknown countncs,might witheafc fatisfj thcir 
defircsi bat the mifchicf is, that it i3 out of their 
jxjwcr And I dare fay, our obfervations, and thofe 
of the ro)’al neadem) of (cicnccs, wilT fcarcc be fur 
pafied, unlefsMr V— , who has fo much mvaghed 
againf^ our manner of procc^’ding herein, und'-r^cs 
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that difficult talk i then indeed I ihould not defpalf, 
if he gives us a map of 5 us travels> of feeing China 
beyond Japan, or Japan near Mexico. 

Befides thefe two fundamental errors, they have 
failed in the lituation of each particular city *, but a 
fuller account would be too traious to infert here, 
and may befides he expefted from father Gouye^, a 
mathemadcian of our kingfs college, with whom I 
have left our geographical obfervadons, which he 
vnllihortly produce to the world. However, my 
lord, he pleafed that I give you the true octent of 
the empire: From the city of Cmton, which we 
place a little above the 23d degree toPcldn, which 
lies in the 40th, there are from north to /buth 17 
degrees *, but we may reckon 18, becaufc beyond Pe- 
kin and Canton'to the utmoft bounds is 20 leagues 
'more: Thefe 18 degrees amount 10450 common 
leagues, and are the indre length of that country. 
Its extent from eaft to weft is little lefs ; fo that on 
* the wholeChma which is almoft of a circular figure, 
is very near fourteen hundred leagues m circuit. 
Tins account, my lord, I can warrant to be juft, 
and grounded on very exaft obfervadon. 

You fe, my lord, that I have taken no nodee 
of Formola, Haynan, and tither iflands of inferior 
note, which of themWves would make avery great 
kmgdam*,asalfoaUthej)rovinccofLeaotum,bcciufc 
it is without the \vall.' Aejor the Corea, Tumkim, 
and Siam, they depend, Icohfcfs, fo far on China 
as that they pay tnbut^o that crovm, and their 
kings, at thetr admiftion, are confirmed by its em- 
peror', but thc^' are feparate kingdoms, and exceed- 
ingly diftcr flom that of Qiina, which is quite ano- 
ther thing, whether we confidcr the proauft and 
fmility of Its foil, the beauty and numbers of its 
dtt^.or thewit, politencfs, reli^on, and manners 
of its inhab:ta.nts. The Qunefe know it, and arc fo 

proud 
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mote from court, Grca.{ numbers of malecontcnts « 
flock’d about Wm, wk^o having made themfelves 

matters of thegreateftcItte^Ukea torrentjOverfloVd 

the whole country, driving all down before them. 

The facred prefence of their emperor could not 
iave Pekin from their fury } the rebel, who knew 
the bett forces were drawn out of it, nvarched di- 
reilly to attack it. There was indeed a garrifon 
of feventy thoufand men, hut moft gain’d upon by 
the prafticec of L Ps emtflarics ; fo that while fome 
with a pretended aeal perfuaded the prince to re.* 
main in his palace, others opened the city gates to 
the tray tor, who folemnized his entry by a cruel 
flaughter. The unfortunate monarch, finding hijn- 
felf betrayed, would have marched out againft 
him with fix hundred guards, who ftill remained 
wiljhhim, but at the mentioning' of his heroick 
propofal their hearts failed them, and they bafely 
abandoned him. Then fearing no greater evil than 
that of falling quick into the hands of his enemies, 
he retired into a garden with an only daughter he 
had, and having wrote with his blood thefe words 
on the border of his veft. My fnhjeSls have hafelj 
forfakm me^fpend thy rage on wy body^ but /pare my 
people. He firft ftabbe^the princefs, whofe tears 
would have foftened a heart of flint, and then 
hang’d himfelf on a tree •, more imjuft to his 
daughter, and cmel to himfelf, than could have 
been the rnoft barbaro^'’foe. 

The emperor Wing dead,all bowed to the ufur- 
per, except Oufanguey fwhom the late prince had 
intruded with the command of the forces he had 
fent againft the Tartars) and he never would ac- 
knowledge him, and chofe rather to pull down hist 
granny, than ignobly to accept of a lhare in It. 
T he new monarch having in vain bellied him in 
the province of Leaotum, to engage him to fur- 

render 
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Jtnder himfelf, fhewcd his father loaded with 
irons, protefting he Wo^d put him to death in 
his fight; if he did not immediately fiibmit. But 
that generous lord* more l^thfiil to the memory 
of his deceafei prince than tender of his father's 
life, fuffered the duty of a fubjedt to prevail over 
that of a fon i and feeing that blood fpiIt,,of 
which his was once a part, refolved to die, or re- 
venge at once his father’s and his emperor’s death. 
He made his peace with the Tartar, .who, having 
joined him, no fooncr enabled him to cope wth 
his enemy, but he marched againft him. But the 
tyrant, whofe co^vardife was even greater than his 
cruelty jdurft not appear againft thofe two armies. 
He fled to Pekin, where having burned the pa- 
lace, and all that had not peiiihed at his firfl en- 
try, he retired into the province of Xenfi, loaded 
with the fpoil of the empire and the curie of all. 
He was puriued but in vain, for he met with lb 
private a rcrirement* that all the art of man could 
never find him out. 

In the mean while the Tartars entered Pekin, 
and fo impoiy upon the poor Chinele, that of 
ihemielves they b^ged their new guefts to take 
care of their djilrefied,ft2te. The Tartars were 
too cunmng not to improve fo favourable an op- 
portunity j hereupon they, dther by force or po- 
licy, arc fince grown abfoVutc mailers of it. And 
here it is hard to det^ifunc which is the moft to 
hs wondered at, the couijge and conduA of that 
nation, which gave them luccefs in fo noble an 
enterprixe, or the fupinenefs or ill macagemeut of 
the Chinefe, who thus bafely lubmi^ted to a pe»>- 
ple lb inconfidcrable fox' their numbCT, that they 
iassv .aCbamsd asw -Icw^ heflvw Ac* .canv 
them for their fubjefts. So true it is we ought not 
to look on any thmg as beneath us, fince all tem- 
C 2 poral 
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poral grandeur is fubjcfl to' change, and'nothing 
is cont^t in this world/faut inconftancy. 

The Tartarian king Tfbute had not the Irifurc 
to enjoy his conqueft ; fcarcc had he taken jroflef- 
(ion but he died, leaving the adminiftratlon of the 
government, and care of his fon, who was then 
but fix years old, to his brother. This brother of 
his, named Amavan, conquered all the pro- 
vinces which had not yet fubmitted ; a prince de- 
fervedly adijiircd, not only for his valour and 
conduft, ever attended with fuccefs, but alfo for 
his fidelity and moderation. For the young prince 
being come to age, he dilcharged his truft, and 
took as much care to fecure him in the empire, as 
he had done to conquer it for him. 

- This union of the two nations has made one 
empire of a prodigious extent, for tho* all Tartary 
does not belong to China, yet moft is tributary' 
to it } infomuch,that the great and mighty Ch a m, 
to whom the Chinefe thcmfelves fometime p^d 
tribute, is now fallen from all his grandeur. But 
I do not wonder how we in Europe could be mif- 
informed In this point, fince Monfieur Conftance 
himfelf, who fo frequently converfed vrith them, 
knew no better- I know.not upon what grounds 
he had creduloufly taken up a report that Tar- 
tary obeyed one foie emperor, from whom the 
Chmefe defended thcmfelves only by prefents and 
ononey. This will mafet’Sne take more care for 
the futurcjhow I credit gelations w’hich are ground- 
ed on common fame. 

Since the peace between Ruflia and China, it is 
•eafy to giv^the true length of the whole empire, 
’for on that occafion the bounds tvere fixed by con- 
fent to the 55th degree, the reft of the land ftretch- 
ing from north to eaft remiuning ftill undedded by 
that treaty. So from the moft foutherly point of 
- . Hay- 
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Haynan to the utmoft lim fs of that part of Tar 
tary, which belongs to the emperor of China, may 
be reckon’d above 900 Iragues Thofe lands are not 
alike fruitful, but all may yield religion a plentiful 
harv eft, and, were all the miflionanes m the world 
employ’d m fo vaft a field, it would 5 et want for 
reapers 

We were well informed at Nimpo of the good 
we could do there, and were ready to take a fpi 
oHtual poflefTion of the promifed land, when ve 
had intelligence that the viceroy of that province 
^vas much offended that we were fuffered to hnd, 
ajid was refolved to fend us back to the Indies 
He wrote indeed a ftiarp reprimand to the gover 
nor of ISimpo, and at the lame time an account 
of what had pafted to the grand tnbunal at Pekin, 
w hich IS entrufted with the care of foreign aflairs, 
and ever avas averfe to the chnfttan religion He 
was very partial, for tho* he was well acquainted 
with our defign, he reprelcnted us as five Euro 
p‘*ans, who for feme private ends defigned to fet 
tie there, in oppofition to the fundamental laws of 
the realm , fo that the court decreed we Ihould be 
bamfhed, and, accordiqg to cuftom, prefented an 
order to that effect, dcfinng the emperor to fign it 
Had this order been confirmed, wchal been 
undone, and in all probabjaty, the Mandarins at 
Nimpo had been fo tod, lor treating us fo fa\our 
ably The viceroy, w ho^bore as great a lo\ c to 
our money as he did hatred fi our belief, would 
haa'c faztxl our bales, and, as a piinilhment on the 
capia i of our fliip, tonfifeated his merchandizes, 

, and ordered him forthwith to be gone, and take 
us along with him \ and if the captain had been 
ruin’d on our account, wc might rcafonably look 
to be throM. n over board b) him 

Our pcnl was certain, had we not pre\ exited it 
by our care < i wnting, at \%c were in out) boimd, 

. C j to 
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to father Intorcetta,* an/fttalkn mlflionary, and fa? 
ther general of our order in thofe parts. Father 
Fontancy had alfb given father Verbieft notice of 
our arrival, defiring him that he would inftrud us 
what we had to do. The father had all the rea- 
fon in the world to leave us to ourfelves, for, by 
taking us under his protefHon, he expofed himfelf 
to the anger of the viceroy of Goa, and the go- 
vernor of MacaOy from whom he had received 
letters which were neither conformable to the king . 
of Portugal’s intentions, nor to chriftian charity. 
But who could have expeded that a man, ever 
ready to facrifice his life for the infidels falvation, 
fhould have looked unconcernedly on, while his 
brethren, who were come from the remoteft parts 
of the earth to affift him in his talk, miferably 
perilhed ? When he received our letters thq cm*- 
peror was in Tartary, fo that he was forced to 
write to a friend at court, that he would inform 
his majefty of our arrival, and caufed his letter, 
by a wilful mifiake, to he put into a parquet which 
lie knew would be delivered into the emperor’s 
own hands. It happened as he defired, the empe- 
ror opened it and read ir„ fo that being well in- 
formed of all the truth, when the tribunal's or- 
der as delivered to him, he anfwered, that he 
would confider it 'vi-.w he returned to Pehn t 
which he did after h^Iiad hunted a fortnight. 
That court was furpgfcd at the delay, it bong 
cuftomary for the prince, in three days time, ci- 
ther to fign or cancel thcle kind of v/rits. Father 
Verbieft WQS no lefs impatient to know the fate of 
uind .the JiTqncmris .tnGiUuions.i and as . 
for us, we oiddavoural by our prayers to obtain 
Jiis favour, who rules the hearts of kings. 

"Father Intorcetta, our fuperinr, who beft knew 
pur Dl drcumftances, did, by publick prayers in his 
' < church 
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church at Hamcheu, beg <^od to deliver tis out of 
them , and firmly believing, that the cry of inno- 
cent l^^bes IS very prevalent with the divine Maje- 
fty, gathered all the chnfttans children from fix to 
ten, together into the church, where lying pro- 
rtrate on the ground, they unanimoufiy lifted up 
thoir innocent hands to heaven, fay mg, * Petr out 
thine indignation.^ O Lot </, upon the heathen that 
have not knovm thee, and upon the kingdoms that 
haze not called upon tiy name ^ huP defend tlofe 
nho Kvorfbip thte.^ and delfoer not unto their enemies 
thy fervantSf ubo come hither from the extremities 
qf the worldy to corfefs thy holy namCy and to Jhezv 
forth thy praife Theft pray ers were accompanied 
with the tears of the whole congregation, efpeci 
ally with thgfe of father Intorcetta, who having 
been fo happy as to fuffer chams, pnfons and ba» 
nilhment for his Saviour’s fake, w’as moft fit to 
obtain the blefiing we begged for 

The emperor v-as no fooner returned to Pekin, 
but father Vcrbieft mformed him tliat ive w ere his 
brethren, who, by our Ikill in the mathematicks, 
might be ufcfu! to his majetly To which hcan- 
fwered. If it Mas foy be fazj no ccufe “uby le fhciild 
expel us cut of kis dciJitmons He fumnione^i his 
pnvy council, to which the princes of the'blood 
arc admitted, and with their advice and confent 
decreed we fhould all b^Tionourably fent for to 
court. An order to that cfFcdl was fent to the 
Lipou (the fame mbuffal which had prefented 
thcwntagainft us) and by them tranfinittcd to 
the \iccroy of Himeheu fo that by an efpccia] 
proNndence, he, w ho had c^dca^ ourtrd to turn us 
fhamefull) out of China, was himftlf obliged to 
introduce us, andxhat with raorc advantage,than, 

/ C 4 Ind 
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had he been our friend/ he could have procured 
us. His vexation "was'die greater, becaufe, wth^ 
out doing us any harm, Jie had run the rifque of 
incurring the emperor's difpleafure by his fSife in- 
. formations. It was indeed no little mortification 
to him ; and it was a fortnight before he would 
acquaint us with our good fortune. , 

In the mean while the ftay we made at Nimpo 
gave us an opportunity of improving our acquain- 
tance with the Mandarines. Some lait us prefents, 
otheis invited us to their houfes, and all in general ‘ 
were very kind tous.We endeavoured to make ufc 
of this opportunity for their con verfion from idola- 
try, but it rs hard for tbuls wholly buried in fielh 
and blood, to favour the things which are of God. 
However, the governor of the city made one ftep 
towards it,whicn gave ixs great hop^', it was this : 

They had for five months time been afifiiiF 
cd with a continual drought, fo that their rivers, 
and the channels they cut out into their land to 
water it, were now quite dry, and a famine much 
apprehended. The priefts had offered number- 
lefs facrifices,and the Mandarines left nothing un- 
done which they thought might appeafe the an- 
ger of the gods. They Vad often afked us what 
methods wc ufed in Eurojv* in fuch calcs i and 
being anfwered, that by humiliation, penitence, 
and the fervency of oiT?'y5XYers wfc moved Heaven 
to companion, they hoped by the hke means t6 
procure their idols pity^but alas' they call’d upon 
gods that have- tars and cannot hear : at Lift the 
govemot was tired v/ith his frequent difappoint* 
jnents, andf-rcfolved to wor/hip the only God, 
whom all nature obeys. Having underfiood tliat 
in our houfe wx had a pretty handfome chappci, 
in which v/e every day ccI^ratH the facred my- 
Ilcric? of our religion, he fart to h to know if 'vc 
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ivould permit him to come in ftate, and join his 
prayers with ours. "We anfwered, we defircd no- 
hing more than that he Ihould worihip as we did, 
md tHht all the city would follow his example; 
md afllired him moreover, that, if he begged with 
Vith and fincenty, he fhould undoubtedly obtain. 
We prefently went to work to put our chappel 
•n order, and make all things ready to folemnize 
his coming, when to our great furprize his fecre- 
tary came to tell us, that his lord wdUld be with 
us the next day very early, being neceflirated to 
meet at eight the fame morning at a neighouring 
hill, v/herc with fome Mandarines he v/as to offer 
jf facrifice to a dragon. In anfwcr to this uncx- 
pefted meflage, we ordered our interpreter to v/ait 
on him, and make him lenfible, that the chnftlans 
God was a jdlous God, who would not allow of 
his paying to any others the honours due to him> 
felf alone *, that his gods were ffatues or creatures 
that had no power to help themfelves nor him ; 
and that we humbly crav« him to dclpife thofe 
idle fancies, fit only to amufe the credulous fenfe- 
Icfs vulgar, but far beneath a man of his fenfe and 
merit ; and to truft in the only God of heaven, 
whom his rcafon alone*muft convince him to be 
the true one. I reall)* bcHcvc he was almoft per- 
fiudcd,but he had engaged himfclf to the Manda- 
rines, and for fonic w^rldj;^’rcfpeft durff not break 
his promife j fo he Worfliipptd his idols, whom, 
douDtlcfs, he had no faitK in„ and withdrew from 
the only taic God, of whofc being he was in- 
wardly convinced. 

Then, my lord, moved with irdicnation at 
their blindncd .md the dc\'il*i tyrannj', fome of us 
♦htou^Unf. htfitarjp,^w!utJSt..Ii>ancjs.VaivVr. Had. 
done on fome IiV'.-S' occafion, by ereding a crofs in 
the city under tl-^fe pondiuons tFirft, that wc would 
prcs*a 3 
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prevail wth Heaven to^grant the rain they ftdod in 
Inch want of : and iecondly, that if we did, they 
fliould pull down their Idols, and own th^ God 
who Ihould have been fo favourable, as to grant 
them thdr requeft. Our minds were different, as 
was our zeal : fbme full of lively faith, which the 
miraculous and continual fupport of pro^ddence, 
thro* the feveral perils we had encounter*d, had 
infpired thegi with, could not queftion the fuccefs 
of fo bold, but holy an undertaking : others not, 
fo zealous, but perfuaded that prudence ought to 
be our guide, where the infpirarion is not evident,' 
were of opinion nothing fhould be hazard^ 
which fdling might expofc our religion. So we 
were content to mourn within ourfelvcs, and beg 
of God not only that he would g’^e them rain, 
but that celeflial fire alfb, which our Saviour hath 
brought into the world, and defires all nations 
may be inflamed with. 

while we were thus bufied in promoting the 
intereft. of our religion, the viceroy was no lefs in 
thinking how to execute the orders he had received 
from court. He left our journey, as far as Ham- 
cheu, to the governor’s care, who provided boats 
for us, and commanded an inferior Mandarine to 
attend us, that we might lack for nothing. We 
performed it in five time, ^v’lthout meeting 
with any of thofc accicTcnl^ which flrangcrs there 
are fubjcdl to when they are thought to carry 
things of value w/th them. The chrifiians .it 
Hamchcu v/cre lavifh in the exprcfilonsof their 
afFcftion to, us. They came in crowds to the river, 
whence we were carried as in triumph to their , 
cbiJirJ?., 'K'h’?. w/wt. Wndnfife. 'jsr.’y.vjs. *hM. ipoi.- 
dcncc. I*or they had, unktuityn to father Intor- . 
cetta, providfti for each of di an elbow-chair, 
i>omc by four men, and attcnol^d as many, 

' - . ' into 
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into which we were forc^ to fuffer ourfelves to 
be fet, not knowing what they meant, for out 
little flail in thar language did not permit us to 
learn it from themfelves Having locked us in, 
we were forced to make our entry as they would 
have It, which was m this manner A mufick of 
tciuor twelve hands with feme trumpets led the 
van , next came fome horie and foot, the former 
beanng feveral ftandards ind flags, qjid the latter 
.armed with lances and pikes , and next to the/e 
four officers who fupported a large board varmflied 
With red, on which thefe words were wntten in 
large golden charafters, Doflors of the heavenly 
lawy fent for to court ^ We came m the rear, fur- 
rounded by a throng of dhnftuns and Gentiles, 
whom the ncw^clty of the ihow had drawn thither 
In this uneafy pomp we went thro* the whole 
city, being a long league m length, vexed that 
we had not foreign their indifcretion, and reibi* 
ved to reprimand them for it Father Intorcetta 
waited for us at the church-door, whence he ear- 
ned us to the altar There having nine times 
bowed ourfelves to the ground, and returned 
thanks to the good G^, i/ho thro* fo many ha- 
zards had, in fpite of our enemies, brought us 
to the promifcd land,* vc returned to the chief of 
the chnftnns We defin^ the father to acquaint 
them, that wc were pCit unthankful for their loic, 
nor ill fatisficd with their zcnl for God’s glory, 
but that the fplcndid manner, m which thej had 
rccci\*ed us, was no waj s conformable to a chn 
ftian’s humilit) \ * at the heathen jri^bty tndeeJ, 
celebrate their tnumyis with fueb earthly fmps 
and rrjndare vanitfCSy hnt that a cknjlicn'sxlory- 
tng^cas tn tie ra,re ef tie Lard The) rctunied 
no anfwcr, bu- all on their knees implored our 
blcITmg. 

* in u Ozmt & la cm tc.eei u cocuce Dcciiai 
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blcfllng. Thejr fervency accompanied with a 
meek and devout look, in which the Chinefe do, 
when they will, exceed all other nations, jvholly 
difarmed our wrath j we wept for joy and com- 
panion 5 and I proteft, my lord, that one mo- 
ment made us a large amends for all the troubles 
we had undergone. 

But how great was our bills when we were at 
liberty to receive the carefles of father Intorcetta, 
whom God had made ule of to procure our admit- 
tance into that empire. We already bore him a ve- 
neration due to the glorious name of confeflbr, 
which his imprifonment and fulferingsatPr^/« had 
intituled him to ; but hisgoodnefs, meeknels, and 
charity entirely won our hearts and made us refpeft 
him, as the true pattern of a pcrffiJl miffionary. 
The charafter we bore of perfons fent for to court, 
a charaftcr no Icfs than that of envoy, obliged us 
to vilit and be vifited by the chief Mandarines. 
The viceroy our enemy was alhamed to fee us; 
he fent us word, that thro* the multitude of bufi- 
nefs he had then on his hands, he could not find 
leifure to wait upon us: but the general of the 
Tartars received us with all civility, and, among 
other demonftrations of his kindneft, made us a 
very confiderable prefent. * 

However, when '^were going, the viceroy, 
who was afraid left he ntbuld be informed againft, 
fent Ibme chairs to cany us to the imperial barge 
provided for us; he‘or<Iercd Ibme trumpets and 
Jiautboys to attend us, prefented us with pl" 
ftoles, and gave us an efpedal order from court in- 
tituled a Carh-ho, in pimuance to which all places 
■we patTcd thro’ were to find'U^ boats well manned, 
while we went by ;vatcr, or fixtj^two or more por- 
ters in cafe the foreft obliged us ^go by land, and 
each city to gfve us about half a j&olcj the fame 

being 
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all that belonged to the emperor, and \vatching for' < 
the Mandarines fafety* who thcmlclves did fo for 
that of the {late. Then he defeended into particu- 
lars of all the accidents the^ were liable to, fire< 
thieves, and ftorms, exhortmg them to be vigiJanty 
and telling them they were rcl]x)nfible for all the 
mifehief which might happen. They anfwcred 
each paragraph with a fhout, and dini retired to 
thcir^vatch-houfcj only one centry \vas left therc^ 
Avho contiryjally ftruck two ftteks one againft an- 
«ther,and 'was hourly relieved by others, who mado 
the lame noife, that we might know they did not 
fall afleep, which we would gladly have permitted 
them to d6, on condition we might have done«fo 
ourfelves. But this is the cuftom when any Man- 
darine travels by water. 

. How uneafy faever all thefe cercmonles might 
be, I muft confeis that I never met with any way 
of travelling lefs tirefomc than this i for after thir- 
teen days voyage we arrived at Yamcheu, on Ja- 
nuary the tWrd, as frelh as if -we had not ftirred out 
of our houfe. There we found father Aleonila, a 
Francifean, fubvicar to the bilhop of Bafilea, and 
father Galiani, a jefuit, who were come thus far to 
•meet us *, the one from thp blfhop to proffer us that 
prelate’s afliftance, and thf other by his credit and 
experience, to moke the reft of our journey as cafy 
as he could. Both 4yjew we had letters of com- 
mendation from the king, &nd were willing to fheW 
us all the refpedl duetto thofe who are under his 
majefty’s protedHoti. * This -was not the only ci- 
vility we received from them, for they have Uncs 
obliged us fo highly, that we never can enough 
exprefs oiu- gratitude. < 

Here the froft forced uS’sp leave the great ca- 
nal, and we had horfes found^s for our men, and 
porters for our goods. As for ^Helves, the great 

cold 


4 

Voyage from Siam fo Pekin, 3 1 
cold and fnow, which w& were unaccuftoraed to^ 
made us choofe to go in litters, fome of our horfe- 
men riding about us thatVe might be the more 
fecure. We Ihifted our*porters at each city or big 
town ; and, which is very ftrange, we could get 
above a hundred, with as much fpeed and eafe, as 
in France we might five or fix. The cold Increa- 
fed hourly, and became at laft fi) violent, that vrc 
found the river Hoamho, one of the greateft in 
China, almoft frozen over ; a whole (Jay was foent 
, in breaking the ice, and wepafTed with no Imall 
trouble and danger. We left Nimpo on the 27th 
of November, 1687, and arrived at Pekin the 8 th 
pf February following 5 but we relied fo often by 
the way, that indeed we bad not fpent above a 
month and an half in our journey. 

Thefe hoiours pwd us by fo potent a prince, 
<xnd the good fuccefs of fo long and perillous a 
voyage, together with a profpefl of the benefit our 
religion might reap by it, would have occafioned 
in us a well-grounded joy, had not our thoughts 
been cruelly diverted from it. Scarce were we in 
■fight of Pekin, but we recetY«l the moll afflifling 
news of father Verbieft*s death. It ftruck us with 
an aftonifhment which leflened but to make our 
grief more fenfiblc. rfe it was who had procured 
our admittance Into China \ who bcfides. In deliver- 
ing us from the viceroy pf Hamcheu, had faved 
our lives, and, whicjr we looked on as a greater 
kindnefs, was ready to aflift us with his cralit, ui 
the defigns we had to promofe God's glory and the 
intereft of our holy fiuth. 

We were not the only loftrs by his death, for 
hndjj •jii/Jrd.bin?.'-, m.bis.cacvtnal. 
and prudence, wa^o^ving the relburation of the 
Chrillian religio^ which md been almoft mined ^ 
the late perfccutions x he «ufouraged the old chrit- 

tuns 
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tians confbncj*, and fiipportcd the weakne/s of 
Ihi new, by taking them under his efpeclal pro- 
tcilion ; his recommendation gained our mifllona- 
rles relpe(5t ; he had Macao, of whifch the 
Tartars had entertained fome jealoufifes j ahd the 
ftatc itfelf, to which he had rendered confiderable 
fcrvices, was not a Httle beholding to him •> fo that 
the Europeans, the Chinefc, and the emperor him- 
ielf did equally look on him as their father. This 
great man, fo much refpedted in the Eaft,deferved, 
my lord, that you Ihould take notice of him ; and ' 
in purfuance to my defign, whicli was in this letter 
to give you an account of our journey from Siam 
to the chief town of China, I could not end with a 
fubjedb that might better challenge your attention. 

I am with all refpefl, 

• My Lordt ^ 

Jour Honour's moji hwnbU, '' 
and obedient Servant^ 
L.J. 

L E T T E R II. 

Jo her Highnefs the Dutebefs of Nemours. 

Jbe Manner of our Reception by the Rmperor, and 
what we obferved at Pekin. 

Madam, 

N One but a lady of a comprehenfive genius, 
and an unlimited ^leal, could, as you do, 
concern herfelfin what pafles at fo great a diftance. 
The curiofities of Europe were t6o few for your 
vaft mind, which woUld be a ftranger to nothing 
that might inform or edify and I may without 
flattery fay, that the Eaft has\o fecrets you have 
not pried into, nor any rarities yob are unacquaint- 
ed with. 


I have 
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* I have my fclf learned from >our highnefs fe\erdl 
things unknown to moft travellers, and, having been 
as far as the world reaches^ muft: confefs that your 
knowledge has travelled father yet than me 

What then, madam, can I tell you of China more 
than you already have difcovered, unlefs it be fome 
particulars of my voyage, v/hich, being the lateft 
any European has made thither, will at leaft have the 
charms of novelty ? It being m) du‘y to give a great 
ftatefman an account of it, I make bold^o fend jour 
• highnefs the letter I wro*e to him Ibme days fince , 
and what I now add (hall at once be a continua- 
tion of It, and a token of the refpeeft I bear you, 
and' the readirefs I Ihall ever be in, to obey your 
highnefs’s commands 

On our arrival at Pekin, wc found the court in 
mourning for tRe empr^fs dowager the courts of 
juftice were ihut up, and the emperor gave no au- 
dience But the 27 days being fpent, dunng 
which the laws oblige him to dole mourning, he 
fent one of hts officers to our houfe, to fee how we 
did, and to ask us queftions The meflage was 
very obliging, and, bcfides a thoufand other cmhties, 
we were told the emperor would be as kind to us 
os he had been to the fiithtrs at his cour*, fince \\ e 
were all of the fame focie*y 

The gentleman told us, hiS imperial majefty 
would gladly know w^at j;he French court thought 
of his progrefs into Tartlry, and the defeat of Ou- 
fonguaj (who was a Chmefe* rebel that had given 
him no fmall trouble ) He asked us in Tvhat perfedi 
on learning was in Europ*, whether any new inven- 
tion had lately been made, or any confiderable dif- 
(Toverj Then he fpoke mucli of the honours the 
emperor dcfigncd to pa/ to the memory of father 
\'^erbicft,for whom his majefty had a particular affec- 
tion That name, madam, cannot be unknown to 
D jou 
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you, and you are too much concerned in what relifes*' 
to the Haftem church, to be ignorant of her iofs in ' 
that illuftnous miflioniry’s death 

We all replied that wc gratefully acknowledged 
the emperor’s bounty, but that among the ceremo 
nies, V ith which the Chinefe ufed to exprefs their re 
fpeft for their deceafed fnends, there were fome 
which feemed to difagree with the fanftity of our re 
ligion How f anfwered he, Do^ou oppofe the an 
feror*s will To this a father returned. My lord^ our 
lives are the eniperci^s^ he may tale them away v.beH • 
he pleaJiSf bul nothing tn the world is able to make us 
alter the leajl tittle of our belief My orders^ faid he, 
are not to diffuse it with yott^but to ask you fortbeptti 
Uon^ whieby according to cujlomy you are to prefent to 
him upon this occafiou The emperor^ by 'nn unpreee 
dented goodnefs^ would gladly perufe an^l correU it bttn 
felf if It fsould need any amenhnent but he com 
mands you to keep this favour feeret 

All, that IS prefented to the emperor, ought to be 
indited m terms fo nicely conformable to the laws 
and cuftoms of the country, in refpedl of his quality 
who fpeaks, and of the bufinefs he treats of, that 
the penning of it is no little trouble, efpecially for a 
flranger An improper exprefllon, a word, nay a 
letter nnfplaced, is fufficient to undo a Mandanne, 
and fcveral have loft their places for bang guilty of 
the like faults, either through inadvertency or igno 
ranee The emperor, well skill d in all thefc forma 
litics, queftioncd our c?paaty in that relpecft, and 
»\ould truft no body but hunfcif , fo that by an in 
credible goodnefs he took the pains to compofe it, 
tli-it It might ftand the moft cntical examination 
Some days after, the fat^j^ gentleman came with * 
fc\ eral new queries He en^^ored particularly mto 
the motives of the late Dutch war, and into the fa 
mous paftage of the Rhine For tn tnitby f^d he, 

what 
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wbat hai been told the emperor is not to he believed^ 
Pei-haps the river is neither fo breads fo deep^ nor fo 
rapid as is reported \ and perhaps the Dutch bad fame 
Privdte rebjans not to oppofeyotsr king's conquejls with 
more vigour. 

Then, rnaSam, did we wi(h for a iftGrc perfect 
knowledge of hjS language* that we might repte/int 
to him the great foul, the good fortune, and the un- 
fhaken \^lour of Lewis the Great, to whofe foldiers 
nothing is impofilble while they fight in his view, 
• and are animated by his example. The father, who 
was our interpreter, told him, howeveri as much as 
would perfuade him, that none but fuch a hero could 
frame and carry on the like enterpn’zes : He was 
iftonilhed at our recital of them* and rofe immediate- 
ly to go and report it to his prince. 

As he was going out he turned fo us, faying. 
Gentlemen^ all J have heard is indeed •wonderfuly but 
•what my e^es behold feems noUfs furprtjingx Who 
could think that thefe fathers ■who have dwelt here fo 
longy who are of a different nation^ and never fawyou- 
before^ Jhould took on you as their brethren } that yon 
f mild treat them like jours^ and that you Jhould be as 
kind to each other, as if you bad been acqtiainted alt 
your lives. I really am extremely taken with this cha- 
hty, and can no Unger doTibt the truth of what you 
profefs. So open a confeffion might give us fome 
hopes, that He was not far from the kingdom of God ‘ 
It IS true he believed, but alas, of what ufe is that 
belief, when We have not thtf coirage to aft acjC ordT , 
ingly, but to inhance our guilt ? 

If ^ve had come thither Incognito* the Mandarines 
would have had nothing to lay to us , "but it being 
ih purifiancc-dr^aaroitdrj.fbfiTiihrjIijxAi; \vihah, sr 
I' have already hinted, is one of the moft noted 
courts of jiiftice in the empire, the viceroy of the 
proYincCj-we came from, remitted us into their hands, 
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and we were, according *to cuftom, to be delivered* 
up by them to their fovercign. Wherefore as foon' 
as the mourning ended, arvd they had Jeave to fit, we 
were fumnioncd before thcni, with orders lo carry 
thither ail our m^-lhcmatical machines and inftru- 
ments, of which they already had an inventory. 

The emperor, who would not have us do any 
thing without his advice, was acquainted with It, 
and fent us word it was not fitting we fhould fhew 
our inflmmcsits, and that we might, if we thought 
fit, decline making a perfoital appearance. We went 
thither however, being fcvcral times invited in a 
moft obliging manner, and not judging it convenient 
by a blunt refufal to offend fb confiderable a body, 
which befides was our judge, and already but too 
great an enemy to our religion. 

Some Mandarines, deputed by tlfeir prelidcnt for 
that purpofe, made us a very civil reception : They 
dehred us to fit down, and prefented us with fome 
tea before they had drunk any themfelves j a refpeft 
they do not pay even to ambafladors, as father 
Pereira, a Portuguefe, aflured us, \vho had been 
prefent at an audience they had lately given to thofe 
of Portugal. 

This vifit was indeed lyit for form’s fake, to the 
end they might inform th? emperor of our being 
fafely arrived to town, according to his m^efly’s 
commands. So that, after for.ie compliments on 
each fide, we were defired'to attend the next day at 
the palace, wjien tljey jvould difeharge us. 

went thither accordingly at the appointed 
time, and having ftaid during fome hours in a large 
court, where the, Mandarines ufually wait, who 
have any bufinefs there<i their prefident or chief 
julijce ’oroug'ht us t'he arilv^ir to an ahcir^ 'ne’rr.A 
according to cuftom prefented on our account. This 
anfwer was written on a fmall vanilfhcd board, 

wrapped 
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* Trapped up ui a piece of jellow taffety : The con- 
tents were, ^at v)e mtgbt tffe our hijiruments^ and 
fettle in ubat part of tbe^emptre we pleafed^ accord- 
ing to t^e jirjl orders from courts when we were fent 
for. thither . And that m the inean while, the LIpou 
would deliver us up to the other fathers, who were to 
intro((uce us tnto the eiaperor*s pi efence, when h:s v,a- 
jejly fhould think Jit. 

Tet that prince’s intentions were not that we (hould 
leave Pekin, but on the contrary, He woiJld have kept 
u*s all there, and lodged us in his palace He had ex- 
prefled himfelf fo clearly on that point, that we had 
need of all the intereft and dexterity of father Perei- 
ra, *to divert the ftorm. That father, who was then 
fupenor of all the miflionaries, moved with compai*- 
fion tha£ fo many vineyards were ruined for ant of 
hulbandmen, judged we might be more ufefiil in’lhe 
country. He knew befldes what an averflon we had 
to a courtier’s life, which he might eafily learn from 
our continual complaints againft it 
‘ Thefe and fevcral other reafons induced him to 
intreat the emperor that he would not oppofe it, and 
his zeal infpired him with fuch efleftual methods, 
that the good prince at laft confented * But, faid he. 
It fhall he on condition we divide the fpoil j Pll take two 
at your choice, and ^ott JhaH dfpefe cf the otbir three j 
what can you fay againfi this, I quit ^ou the bettei haH^ 

We had not yet had the honour to attend lus im- 
perial majefty, for the formalities I laft mentioned were 
to precede our audience • Bui th§ Lipou had fcar^e de- 
livered up their charge, when two eunuchs c%fi‘'&*tcf’ 
the college, to warn the liiperior, that he ftiould at- 
tend with lus brethren in a rourt*€tf tht?palacc which 

• was appointed We wcr«.-lnftnii5ted in the ceremo- 
nies ufual on fuch ocCaftons, which was done with 
little trouble, being already half licked into a Chinefe 
form. 



38 7 be Manner of our Reception 

Firfl: then, we were <^Ied in chairs to the firlV 
gate, whence we went pn foot through eight courts* 
of a prodigious length, built round with lodgings of 
different architeihire, but all very ordinary^ except 
thofe large fejuare buildings over the arches through 
which we pafled from one court to another. ' Thofe 
indeed were (lately, being of an extraordinary thick- 
nefs, and proportionable in breadth and hcightK, and 
built with fair white marble, but which was worn 
rough thro* 5 ge. Thro* one of thefe courts ran a 
fmall rivulet, over 'which were laid feveral little, 
bridges of the fame marble, but of a whiter colour 
and better workmanfhip. ^ 

It were hard, madam, to defeend Into particular, 
and give you a pleaftng defeription of that palace, 
becaufe its beauty does not confifl: fd much in bring 
compofed of fevcnil curious pieces ofcarchitetfhire,_a9 
in a prodigious quantity of buildings ( and an infinite 
numtier of adjoining courts and gardens which are 
all regularly difpofeJ, and in the -whole make a pa-, 
lace really great, and worthy of the monarch who 
inhabits it. i 

The only thing which furprifed me, and feemed 
fingular In its kind, is the empesor’s throne. .The 
beft defeription of it, whicfi my memory will afford 
me, is this : In the midft of, one of thofe great courts 
Hands a fquare bafis or foliJ building, of an extraor- 
dinary bignefs, whofc top ts adorned with a b-aluf- 
trade, much after our falhiofi,; this fupports another 
like unto it, but framed taper-wife, over which are 
l'l5^fd/'bree more, IWI^lofing in bulk as they gain 
in heipith. Upon the uppermoft is built a largo 
halkwhoferopf, bjdjig covered with gilt tiles, is tome 
by the four walls, and' •’S^many rows of vamifhed * 
pillars, between which is feated the throne. 

Thefe vafl bafes, -with their baluftrades made of 
white marble, and thus flUpofcd amphithe.ater-ivif*. 

when 
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when the fun ftunes, dazzle the eyes of the beholder, 
with th& luftre and fplendor of the gold and vamilh, 
and afford a moft benuti^I profpedl, efpcaail) fince 
the) afe placed in the midft of a fpacious court, and 
furround^ by four ftatcly ro%vs of building fo that 
were its beauty mhonced by the orniments of our 
modem architetfhire, and by that noble fimphcity 
which 13 fo much valued in our buildings, it would 
doubtle/s be as magnt/icent a throne as ever v'as 
raifed by art • 

• After a quarter of an hour’s walk, we at length 
came to the eniperor*s apartment The entrance 
was not very fplcndtd, but the anti chamber was a- 
domed with fculptures, gildings, and marble, whofe 
neatnefs and workmanftiip were more valuable than 
the nchnefs of the fluff As for the prefenqc cham* 
ber, the fecond mourning not being over, it was ftill 
difrobed of all its ornaments, and could boall of 
none but the fovereign’s perfbn, who fat after the 
Tartar’s cuftom, on a table or Sopha, nifed three 
feet from the ground, and covered with a phiii 
white carpet, irhich took up the whole breadth of 
the room There lay by him fome books, ink, and 
pencils , he was cloathra with a black fattin veft, 
furred with fable , and a row of young eunuchs 
plainly habited, and unarmed, flood on each hand 
clofe legged, and with their arms extended down 
wards along their Tides , which is looked upon there 
as the moft refpeftful t^fture 

In that ftate, the moft ijiodefl that even a pnvate 
man could have appeared in, did he chufe 
by us, definng ■« e ihould obferve his dutifulnefs to 
the emprefs ms departed mg^ejiia^d the grief he 
conceiym at.her death,, «lher than the flate. and. 
f grandeur he is ufually attended with 

Being come to the door, we haftened with no little 
fpecd (for fuch is the cuftom) till we came to the end 
^ P 4 of 
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at t'.ic'cliamber oppofite to the emperor.' Then 'all' 
nbreafe we flood fomc time, in the fame poflnrc the 
eunuchs were in. . - 

Next we fell on our knees, and having joined cur 
hands, and lifted them up to our heads, fo that our 
arms and elbows were at tlie fame height, v.e bowed 
thrice to the ground, and then flood again as before : 
The fame proftration was repeated a fecond time^ and 
again. a third, when we were ordered to come for- 
ward, and kiKel before Ids majefty, ^ 

'• The-gracious prince, whole condefeention I can^ 
pot enough admire, having enquired of us of the 
grandeur and prefent {late of France, the length and 
dangers of our voyage, and the manner of our treat- 
ment by the Mandarines faid he, fet if Jean 

add any ^itw favour to thofe I have already conferred 
upon you. Is there any thing yeu u'ouHdeflre of me ^ 
you, may freely ask it. We returned him humble 
thanlts, and begged he would permit us, as a token 
of our fincere gratitude, to lift up each day of our Jives 
our hands to heaven, to procure to his royal perfon, 
and to his empire, the blefling of the true God, who 
alone can make princ'*s 'really happy. 

lie feemed well fatis'ied with our anfwer, and per- 
mitted us to withdraw, whigh is performed, without 
any ceremony. The great r^fpeift and dread, which 
the prefence of the mofl potent monarch in Afia in- 
fpired us with, did not ) et awe us fo far, but that we 
took a full view of his perfbrf.» Indeed, left our too 
great freedom herein fhopid prove a crime ffor in 
■'KhaJjC^cems the emperor of China, the Icaft miftakc 
is fuch^ we had firft obtained I\is leave. 

He was fon?^{l t'o.«V ilx?ve the middle ftature, more 
corpulent that what inli&aopc we reckon handfbmei 
yet fomewhat more flender than a Chinefc would wiih ■ 
to be : full vifaged, dis6gured with the fmall pox, 
had a broad forehead, little eyes, and a ftnall nofe 

after 
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^fier the Chincfe faftuon } his mouth was well made, 

* and the lower part of his face very agreeable. In 
fine, tho* he bears no great majefty in his looks yet 
they fhtw abundance of good nature, yet his ways 
and aftions have fometlung of the prince in them, and 
{hew him to be fuch. 

Prom his apartment we went into another, where 
a Mandarine treated us with tea, and preTented us, as 
from the emperor, wth about a hundred piftoles. 
The gift feemed but mean, confidcring (thorn it came 
> from, but ■\\’as very confiderable in refpeft to the cuf- 
tom of China, where it is the maxim of all great per- 
fonstotakeas much, and give as little as they can. 
On the other hand he loaded us with honours, and 
ordered one of his officers to wait on us to our houfe. 

I confefs, madam, that a man muft be wholly in* 
fenfible to the concerns of this world, not to be 
moved with a fccret complacency, at the having 
fuch refpeft paid him by one of the mightieft princes 
in the world. But one muft not judge of us on 
that account, by what is ufual with the men of this 
world, on the like occafions. 

The trueft caufe of the pleafure, we receive from 
the favour of princes, j? fclf-intercft. It is well 
known, that their carefles arc ever beneficial i and a 
courtier would never be fo ovcijoyful at a kind 
look orexpreflion from his king, if he did not expert 
fome more folid bounties would follow : But as for 
us, whom our vows anif miflions forbid to have fuch 
hopes, wc look unconcernedly ©n all this world 5 fo 
that that part of it can never move or concern u&: 

It Is true, God is fometlmes well pleafed to fee 
religion refpedled In the peribcfcafihlwminifters ; He 
• often ufes thofe methods to ftrengthen the fiuth of 

* -of new converts, who need fuch natural fupports to 
fortify them againft trials and temptations ; nay, it 
breeds even in the Gendin a difpofition to embrace 

chriftianity. 
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chriftianitf. The(e thoughts made us take mor^ 
delight in thofe tokens of the emperor’s favour ; or,' 
to tpeak more properly', made us dnd diem Jc/s dif- 
agreeablc. . , *■ 

Your highneft is, perhaps, ailoniftied to tec the 
fovcrcign of an idolatrous nation fo openly counte- 
nance our TcJigion, and would gladly know what 
motives had induced him to it. His kindneis for 
fuch ilrangcrs as we proceeds, doubtJe/s, from the 
great efteem he has long fince had for the mittionaries 
at Pekin. Befides the commendation of their jearrf- 
iug, iic has always found them tmeere, honeft, very 
z^ous and affeftionatc to him, ever ready to obey 
his will, where their faith did not forbid them, hafm- 
lefs to a degree;, he never could give over admiring, 
and ever deiirous to proclaim the true God. 

He is above all fo ivcll perfuadedf that this is the 
foie end of all thdr enterpnzes, that he takes a ieart 
dd^ht in contributlnc to the propagation of the faith* 
thinking he can no other way better recompenfe thefe 
fethers eameftnefs in his (ervice. 

And fo lather Verbteft, on his death-bed, wrote a 
letter to him, in pirt of which he thus cxprellM 
hirafclf : Thread Sir, I dtuccntenlcd., tn that J halt 
/pent almoji all my life viynir mejejly's fervice j but / 
beg your majejly ivtU be fteefed to remember when / 
am dead, t^t my only aim, m ttbat I did, was, to 
gam, tn the greatefi monarch of the Eajl, a proleSlor 
to the mojt holy religion of the world. 

Perhaps, madam^ you may have feen certain li- 
bels (for I know not what to call them elfe) which 
reprefent our fodety as a fort of men poflelled with 
avarice and undertake thefe long and 

painful travels, only to-enrich themfeJves by a facri-* ^ 
legious and Icandalous traffick. Your highnels may 
that calumny (the infeparable companion of 
a fpint of fedition and herdy) not fatihed with 
perfecuting 
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•perfecuting our religion m Europe, Ihould come even 
‘ to the utnioft parts of the yrorld, to flandcr thofe 
who endeavour to fettle it there, as pure as we re- 
ceived ft from our forefathers , and you will not 
be forry to hear, how that very idolatry, whreh we 
deftroy, cannot forbear witnefTing our good inten- 
tionSj and that, if China faw what pidtures are drawn 
here of her miflionanes, the would hardly know 
them But It 19 not before your highnefs they need 
an advocate * 

• Among the feveral things which happened then 
at Pekin, nothing was more forrowful and at once 
more honourable to us, than the funeral of father 
Verbieft, wluch his imperial majefty had ordered to 
be put off till the laft devoire had been paid the em- 
prefs dowager Father Thomas, a jemit, has de- 
fenbed this ceremony at laige I dare hope an ex-» 
trail of what he has wrote will not be unwelcome to 
you, both becaufe it will give you fome mlight into 
their culVoms on the like occafions, and that you will 
thereby grow better acquainted with a man whom 
Jus merit has made known to all the world Be 
pleafed then to accept of it as follows 

It feemed good to divine wifdom, to take to 
himfelf from this mortal hfc father Ferdmando Ver- 
bieft, a Fleming, and to beftow on him the recom- 
pence of fimts Our miflionanes afflidlion cannot 
eaftly be exprefied, but,rauch harder would it be to 
reckon by how many exemplary vatues, and con 
fidenble fervices, he has merited their eftcem and 
gratitude 

Befides feveral other good qualities, the greatnefs 
of his foul is particularly tobeadinhUl, which has 
•never failed him in the moft cruel perfecutions, fo 
' that he was ever tnumphant over the enemies of 
the faith The furvey of the matheraaticks was at 

firft 
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firft proffered him, which dignity he accepted of,, 
m hopes it would cmble hjm to fet on foot our mif* 
fions, which ^ ere then wholly laid afide 

He obtained a toleration for evangelical ‘pallors, 
who, after a long bani/hment, had their churches re 
ftored them He ftifled fome perfecutions m their 
birth, and others he preventai, which threatened 
the tender flochs The Mandarines no fooner 
knew him, but they hid a refjieft for him , and the 
emperor cntfi'tained fo good an opinion of his capa 
city, that he kept him above a quarter of a year 
near his perfon, and during that time fpent three or 
four hours every day with him in prnate, difcour- 
fing of fevcral fcicnces, elp^'ciall} mathematichs * 

In thefe convcrfations our zealous milTionar} en- 
deavoured to bring him into a Iihin^ of our rcligi 
on « he would explain to him its mofl ftupcndious 
myftenes, and made him obferve its holmefs, its 
truth and neccfTity , mfomuch, that the emperor, 
ftruck with his powerful arguments, often owned, 
that he hehr ed a Ged his majeA> a/Iured him of it, 
by a avntmg under his own hand, whcrtin he faid, 
among other thing’i, TLat rU the rehjrie is of his tn 
ftre pet led tc hn •^atr ard fuperjltite e% tl at tl e tdds 
v.ere i othir^jiiii tbr‘ hefen/aw clnjitints^ ^'euiiere 
da) he huiU cn tLetr run s 5\ Chinefedoftor lu'ing 
in one of his books taken the hb*rtv to place the 
chnilian rcligtoa among the (l\ enil hcrcfies China w a* 
infcflcd wvh i the emperor, 'upon the father's com 
plamt, flruck ou* thrfe laics himfclf, tcllinc him the 
w hole emp re fhouH know w hat he had done 
Father t'ertied’s intcrcfl avas fuch, that »f his 
indication tht^drd infln.m*’ms which flood on the 
plattorm the obfcn'a'orv were pulled down, to* 
make room for new ones of h*s con’nMMg He 
gave direft ons for the caftng of h-afi puns, w Inch 
Uved the fb*ca from rum- lie kmfclf to 

frvcral 
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•feveral other works,) to fervc the publick,i or fatisfy 
*the emperor’s curiofity.; and one may fay, that oik 
this laft account he. has parched info the moft rare 
and Ingehious inventions, tint arts and fciences have 
ever offered us. 

The ^vhole court looked upon him as the wifeft 
man of his age, but above all was charmed with his 
mode’fty. It it true, no man ever was more mild , 
and tradable than he % humbling himfelf before 
every one, while every one ftrove td exalt him : 
ififenfible to all the things in this world, except where 
religion ^vas concerned *, for then he was no more 
the {ame man, and, as tlio* he had been animated by 
a new fprit, his looks his words, his adions, all 
were great, and becoming a chriftian hero. The 
very emperor dreaded htm at fuch times, and was 
rot ealily perfiSided to admit him into his prefences 
He vJtU fiy cut^ would he fay, wto feme indecency^ 
which J mtifi be forcedy tbd unwillingly^ to refent. 

This holy boldnefs proceeded from a lively faith, 
and a great confidence in God. He dcfpaired of no- 
thing, tho’ humanly impoflible j and would often 
iay, IVe muji never forget two of the chief maxitns of 
cbrijltan morality : Fitjl, thaty let our frojeHs be ne- 
ver fo well laid, they voilicertatnly folly if God leaves 
us to our own wifdoin. Secondly, 7hat it were in vain 
the whole univerfe fhonld arm itfelf to deftroy the work 
of God ; nothing is fowerful againfl the Almighty, and 
every thing frofpet s tbai Heaven approves of. So he 
never entered on any enteypri^te without imploring 
its help, tho’ however he left no means untried that 
reafon and chriftian prudence offered him. 

Thus did his zeal each day icwt^afe in ffrength 
and purity : the cftablifhment of our faith wholly 
• employed his thoughts and whatever occupation 
clfe, he was put upon, proved a torment to him. 
He avoided all idle vifits and converfations, and 

could 
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could n6t endure to people ftudy dniy for curio-' 
iities fake t he never fo fnii^ch as read the news that 
came from Europe, which at fuch a diiiance we are 
uhially fo greedy of j only he would heat' Ae chief 
hads, provided you would ipeak them in a few 
Words. He Would /pend whole days and nights in 
writing letters of confolation, mftruftion or recom- 
ihcndation for the miflionaries ; in compofing divers 
works for' the ’emperor or chief lords at his court? 
and in compiling the kalendar, caJcuIating^ with dn 
indefatigable induftr)', the motion of the liars fol 
every year. 

This, and the care of all the churcheSi fo impair^ 
his ftrength, that, in fpite of the ftrength of hiS 
cohUItutxOn, he fell at laft into a kind of confump^ 
tion, which yet did not hinder his filming great de-* 
ligns for the advancement of his relifa'on. He had 
fc&en fuch cxatft meafures for the fettling of it in the 
moll remote parts of China, in the eallem Tarttry# 
and even in the kingdom of Kovia j that nothing 
but his death could nave prevented the execution of 
fo well contriv*d a ptojeft. 

Nor is his charafter, as a private perfon* lefs illu- 
llrious. For at his firil admittance into our order he 
was a true monk, ftridl m»the performance of its 
rules, very obfervant to hi^fuperiore, and loving 
lludy and retirement above all things ? which he per- 
lifted in, even among the multitude of bulincfs, in 
the midll of which he would teas fedate aS a her- 
mit in hIs cell. r c 

His confcICnce was nice to extremity, fo th.it no 
man could take more care thm he did to be alnuy® 
ready to make*7it5 appearance before him who can 
e/py faults even in faints and angels. To preferve 
his innocence, he never went out without a fevere 
cilice or an iron chain, and uftd to fay, h was a 
Ihamc for a jefuit to be clothed in ftlk»< and in the 
. U\xry 
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fivay of the world, and not to wear the ilvery of 
•Chrift. ^ 

His {bul ■was naturally, great, and, when others 
. ncceflitid wanted a fuppijT, his charity was bound- 
lefs. But he ^vas hard-hearted to himfelf, courting 
poverty even in plenty, to that degree, that the cm- 
peror^ wTio took great notice of him, often fent 
him ftuff with exprefs orders to wear it, and be 
mbre flimptuous in his apparel. His bed, table, and 
furniture were indeed too mean for a"Mandariiie; 
• bht he ever preferred hts ftarion in the church before 
that in the ftate. He has often protefted, he would 
never have accepted of that office, had he not hoped, 
by Teeming to the Gentiles the head of the chriftans, 
to have thereby borne all thdr envy, and been the 
moft expofed to their malice, and the firft facrificed 
in cafe of perfecution. 

This hope nude him be (atisfied with his condi- 
tion, and hts >vritings exprefled fuch an ardent 
defire of dying for Jefus Chrift, that nothing but 
martyrdom was wanting to his bring a martyr 5 yet 
he might in feme meafure be reckon'd fuch, fince 
he begged it of God "vrith that groaning of fpirit, 
which IS a continual fuffering to thofe that cannot 
obtain it: Reckon me., O Eord, did he often cry out, 
among thofe who have ieftrei^ hut never could Jhed 
their blood for thee, I have, indeed^ neither thevr 
tnnoceni^y their virtue, /•w their courage, but tbeu 
mafji apply their merit s' to me, and {vdoicb voill makt 
me much more agi eeable in tly Ji^t) thou canjl cloatb 
me vutb tbine <nvn. Under that veil of thine infinite 
mercy, I dare offer my life as a faertfice to thee. / 
have been fo happy as to confefs tly Snjiy name among 
*the people, at court, before the tribunals under the 
i„eight cf yons, and m the darknefs of prtfons, but 
v.hat v.ill this tonfiffion avail me, itnkfs Jigned voitb 
my Hood , 


Full 
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Full of thefe exalted'thoughts, and already ripc‘ 
for heaven, by the praAke of every chriftian vw- 
tue, he was feiz’d with a ucknefs of which he died. 
It began with a faintnels and an univerfal decay of 
nature, which grew into a confumption. The em- 
peror’s phylicians kept him up fome time with the 
help of phyfick, efpecially cordials, in which the 
Chmefe have a wonderful fuccefs ; but, his fever in- 
creaflng, art at length ^vas forced to yield to nature. 
He received the facraments with a zeal that inflamed 
all that were prefent \ and, when he yielded up th& 
choft, they were equally ftruclc with devotion and 
forrow. 

The emperor, who, the day before had loft fhc 
emprefs his mother, felt a double grief when he 
heard the news. He ordered the burial to be put 
off till the court went out of deep ihounring ; and 
then he lent two lords of the higheft quality to pay 
him on his behalf the lame devoirs which private 
men ufually pay to their dead. They kneeled be- 
fore the coffin, which %vas expofed in a hall, bowed 
leveral times, remaining a long while wth their faces 
to the ground, and wept and groaned heavily, for 
that is the cuftom. Then after thole, and lei'cml 
other cxprcfllons of their forrow', they read aloud 
his encomium, wliich the emperor himfelf liad com- 
poled, and which was to be let up near the corpfe- 
It runs thus : 

Jf^e ferioujly confider wibik* eur/eheSf then fathtr 
Fcrdir.ando Verbtejl bts e-jm geed ai//, left 

Europe to come tnto cur domintmty end bets /pent tbe 
greattjl part of bts Ufe tn cur ferviee \ voe tnufl fay 
this for bim^ Ttut during all tbe Ume that be took, e are 
of the mathemautks^ bts predxdtons never failed^ lut 
ekeays agreed vrttb the Piottens of tbe beavers. Be- ' 
JiieSy far from regledirg cur eraerSy be I as' ever, ep- 

proved bmftlf exedy ithgerty faittfuly ficlieralley 
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aniPconJlant in bis labour^ tilh^he had fn^fjed Its 
uor*. As foon as ‘tsie beard ^ his Jicknefst we fent 
hm our yh^uian^ and wbeif*we inew that a dead 
Jleep bad ta^en him awevp from «/» our heart was 
wounded with a lively gt lef. IFe gave two hundred 
golden crOwns, and foine pieces of Jilk^ as a contribution 
to the changes of bis funeral : and it is our pleafurcy 
that this declaration bear witnefs of the jtneere affec- 
tion we lore him. 

The prime Mandarines and feveral lords ’at court 
•followed their fovereign’s example. Some Wrote 
fpeeches in his praife on lat^e pieces of fattin^ which 
, Were hung up in the hall where the body lay in 
ftatej others fent in prefents, and all mourned 
*for his lofs. ^ At length the day for his funeral be- 
ing agreed upon, which was the ilth of March 
1688, every body was willing to contribute fome- 
thing towards tlie ceremony 
The emperor in the morning fent his father-in- 
law, who IS alfo his uncle, with one of the chief 
lords of his court, attended by a gentleman of the 
bed-chamber, and five officers of his houftiold, to 
reprefent his perfon j who all began by falling down 
before the corpfe, and wept a pretty while , during 
which, all things were dtfpofei for the proceffion. 
The college is fituated licar the fouth gate, 
Whened you go to the north gate, by a ftreet built 
in a ftrait line, about a hundred foot broad, and a 
league long, which toward the middle Is crolled by 
another cxadtly like it, one end* of which leads to 
the weftem gate, being within fix hundred paces of 
«ur burying-place, %vhich the emperor Vanli fbr- 
ferly bellowed on father Ricci, but was taken away 
daridg the late perfecution, and not refiored till now 
prefent emperor. Thro* 
paH^, m thefoilownp, 

Firft, 


by a ijiCciTil^Wopr from the 
thefe two l(re^ the funCral 
,„der. ^ 
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Firfl:, came a trofjhy thirty foot high, vamUh^ 
over with red, on wfch were written, in large gol- 
den charadlers, the u^ae and titles of father 
bleft. This v.'as, as it* were, the* fore-runner of the 
eufuing pomp, which began with a* great crofs hung 
with flags, and carried between two rows of chn- 
ftlans, all cloathed In white, holding In one hand a 
lighted taper, and in the other a handkerchief W 
wipe off their tears. * The Gentiles are ufed on fuch 
/bicmnities to flied ftdgncd tears ; but the chriflcw*® 
lofs made them fhcd real ones. Next, fome diflantf 
off, followed-ln the lame order the plihirc of the 
Virgin Marj* in a frame, round which were 
of filk neatly plated In ieveral tnanners, inftead o 
carving i and then St. MlchaePs reprefentatlon 
borne with the like ceremonies. And I may *j>’> 
that the chrlftians who ^valked.on cither fide, de- 
voutly praying, Infpired even the heathen with » 
veneration for thofe precious tokens of our faith* 
Immediately after came the father’s cncomiuni» 
of the emperor’s own compoflng, written on a 
piece of )cllow fittin i a crowd of chriftbns fur* 
ro'unded it, and two rows of thofe, w’ho lud bc^ 
invltal, followed it in a rcfpctfirul manner. At 
length appeared the cprp/c, m a co/lin nwde of o'*' 
dinary wood, but varnished and gilt after the man- 
ner of the countr)*, carried by bearer', and 
attended by the miflionancSjtlic vleputics from 
and a throng of lords atul Mandirines, ''ho clofed 
up the procclT.on. It took up al>ovc a thouiand 
paces, the flrects alt the way were lined by an in- 
finite number of fpevSators, who 'vith amarcrr.mt [ 
!)chelJ ourxhriftian rite* triumphing, c>*«i In thf-t 
capital ,clty, over pngan fuperflmon. 
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tears may jhevj the gH^tnefi of our forrow, 'hut that 
xL'e remain fiUnt, heca^k ive can find no words fi{fi^^‘ 
ent to exprefs our gratit^Je. '• 

The emperor was informed of- what had pafl^i 
and fome days after the * chief court of rites pre- 
fented a petitron, that his majefty would fuffer thcni 
to decree fome new honours to that iJluftrious fa- 
ther’s memory. The emperor not only granted it» 
but willed them to cotifider, that a ftrangCT bf fo 
extraordinary a merit was not to be look’d upon 
as an orditnry man In the very firft mettir^g 
tlrcy ordered feven hundred golden crowns Ihould 
be laid out on a tomb for him, and theencomiu^ 
which the emperor, had wrote, foould be uigraved 
on a marble ftone, and that fome Mandarines fhoujd 
be once more deputed to pay him their JaJl devoirs 
in behalf of the empire. Then %hey dignified hirn» 
that is, gave him a higher title than any he had cn* I 
joyed during his life. 

- While the emperor was paying him honour oi' 
earth, the holy father, -no doubt, prayed for hiip J'’ 
heaven : for it is very obfervable, that that prince 
never was more inquifitive about religion, than at 
that time. He fent one of his gentlemen every 
nute to the fathers, to«enquirc about the condition 
of fouls in the other world, about heaven, hell» 
purgatory, the exiftence of a God, his providence, 
and the means neceflary to falvation : fo that Goo 
feemed to move his htwt after an extraordinary 
manner, and to , alFfil it with that anxiety which 
ufually precedes our converfion. But that happy 
moment was not yet come. However, who knows j 
but father Verbtejl's prayers, and the care of fevera^ 
zealous miflionanes, who have fucceeded him, 
haften the execution of thofc defigns 

- . • V-'" V dence 

^ •jWhich atiTwers to oar college of f"‘, ifi. 
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dcjjce feems to have on thay great prince ? I am 
moft refpedlfully. Madam, f 

^ Tour Hiihntffsftofi himhle, 

mef obedient fervant, 

L. J 

; ■ LETTER in. . 

' ^ bis Higbnefs the Cardinal of FuRSTEMBERG.i 
Of ike Citiej, Houfes, and Chief Buildings of China. 

I My Lord, 

A mong the fevcral empires into which the 
world has hliherto been divided, that of China 
has ever obtained (b confiderablea place, that a prince 
cannot be wholly ignorant of what concerns it, 
without oegleftlng a point of knowledge neceflar)* 
for thofe in his place and condition. 

This, my lord, was, no doubt, the motive that 
induced your highnefs to inquire fo paitlcularly into 
the ftate of that country, and to defire an e\aft ac- 
count of the number and bignefs of its cities, the 
multitude of its inhtbiwnts, <hc beauty of its pub- 
lick buildings, and figure of its pabiccs 

By this It plainly appears^ that the vafl genius, 
you ha\x for bufinefs, does iii no wife IcfTcn the 
teutenefs of your judgment in rfhc.fiiblinieft arts, 
md efpccially in architciJlurc, of width, the nioft 
\ccllcnt V orks nifed by your dirciUons at Mcnlave, 
.^^W'cmc, Bcmi, St. Germans, and al>o\e all in the 
a.nans- rathrdi^. of. Stmsbourq,, arc fo man\; in? 

It havlnt fefi my bufmefs to run overall China, 
where in fivdvtr^Mimc 1 have travelled above two 
\ t r thou&nJ 
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thoufand leagues, I t^n perhaps fatisfy your high* 
neCs with more ca^c chan any one be/rdes. I ihaJi 
therefore prefent you*" with a deferipti^n of what 
feemed to me moft remarkable. 

Pekin, that is the north-court, is the chief city 
of China, and the udial (eat of its emperors- h 
fo named to diftingui(h it from Nankim, the fouth- 
court, another very confidcrable city, fo called from 
the emp^oPs refiding there in former ages, it be- 
ing the fineft, the moft commodious and beft (itpatea 
of the whole empire j but the continual incurlirfl’® 
of the Tartars, a warlike and very troublcfome 
neighbour,obliged him to fettle in the moft ijorther- 
ly provinces, that he might be always ready to op- 
pole them, with the numerous army he ufuaJly -keeps 
near his court. t, ‘ . 

Pekin was 'the^place fixeti upon^ being (ituate m 
the 40th degree. of northern latitude, in a very^ftf 
tile plain, and, not far from the long wall, hs 
neighbourhood to^the fea on the eaft, and the gr^it 
canal on the fouth, afford it a communication witn 
fcverol line provinces, from which it draws moft 0^ 
Its fubfiftence. 

This city, which is of an exaift fquare form,, was 
formerly four long leagues round \ but the TarCaj^j 
(ettling there, forced the Chinefe to live without the, 
v/alls, where they in a very (Iiort ^^h^lc built a new 
town, which, taking x.^ greater compafs In length 
than breadth, doth wltli the old one compofe an m* 
regular figure. 'Thfus Pekin is made up of tv>o ci- 
ties i one is called the Tartars, becaufe they Pp^m'l 
none elfe to inhabit it } and the other the Chine^r 
as large, but much more inhabited than the oth«^ 
Both together are fix great leagues 
lowing 3600 paces to each league- avtf 

to be true, it having been mealur«i emp^rp* 

fpecial comnwnd, , 
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This, my lord, will feem i^range to thofe who 
are acquainted with Europc-^nly, and think Paris 
the largeft, as it is doubtlef^the fineft city in the 
world ; yet* tSe dlfFerence between them is great. 
Paris, according to the draught Mr, Blondell has 
made, by order from our magiftrates, on the ac- 
count of,a dtfign thc^ have to furround it with new 
"walls, contains m its greatcft length but 2500 paces, 
and -f confequentlyjtho* we IhouTd fuppofe it fquare, 
would be but i cooo paces round ; fo we lUould find 
p it«hatf as big as the Talers town alone, and but a 
quarter as large as^ll.Pckin. ^ 

But then if one rtfitib that .their houles are ge- 
nerally'but one ftory “Jiigh, and^ours,. one with ano> 

' thcr, arc four, it' wjH appear, 'that. Pekin has not 
more lodgings than, Paris, but ndiVr.lefs, becaufe 
■its ftrects arc much* wider; bcfi^es the emperor’s pa- 
lace, which is of a valV' extent. Is notlialf jnh-abited, 
and there are magazines of rice for.the fuftenance of 
above 200000 men*, again jthere"are large courts 
filled with little 'houfeS, m which ihofttwho ftand 
for their doflor% degree are cx.amincd ; which alone 
would make a very big* city. 

Yet \vc muft not conclude from hence, that there 


arc at Paris and Pekin the like numlwr of inhiby 
tants ; for tlic Chinefe arc vCry clofc together in thar 
dwellings, fo that twenty or more of them will lie 
in as little room as ten with us , and it mufl needs 
be fo, fince the multitude t»f people in the llrects is 
fo great, that one is frightcnea*ai K; It being fuch 
tliat pofons of quality have alwap a hdrfem-an to- 
,ing before them, to nuke way. Frtfn the widefi 
'Ircets arc not free from confubon ; a-id at the fight 
oj'To majw horfes, mules camels, w.vggons, chirs 
and 1 00 or 300 rerfons, who gather here 

y- 4 and 
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and there round the<S^rtune-teIlere, one would jtfdg® 
that fome utiufual had drawn the whole fCW)* 
try^to Pekin, N i , r 

Indeed, to outward appearance our m?ft popuk^ 
cities are wlldemefles in refpeft of this, efpeciali)' 
if we conltder that there are more women than 
and yet in thefe great crouds, you lhall rarely fee s 
woman. This, I iuppole, has made fonie people 
think both cities might contain fix or feven 
pf fouls, { which was a great miftake. Bythefol 
lowing refledlions it wiU, pej-haps, appear that one, 
muft not always guefs at the number of inhabitants 
in a place by the crpwds that are feen in it. 

Firll, from all the nelghL.iuring towns a niultt' 
tudc'of peafants daily flock to Pekin, with feyeru* 
useful and ‘peceflary commodities j now no river 
•ming up to the city, thefe muft be brought by land 
which increafes the number^ of cirters, Vraggons 
.•camels, and other beafts of burthen. §o that flioni' 
5ng and night,’ at the opening or, fhutting of th< 

' gates, .there ate fuch throngs of people going jn OJ 
out, that you muft wait a long while before you 
get by i wherefore you tnuft not efteem all you nieei 
citizens. - 

Secondly, moft'artificers jn China work in th«f 
cuftomers houfes j as*^^r example, if I want a fn’t* 
my taylor comei in the morning to my lodgingi 
where he works all day, and at nicht returns home > 
and fa the reft. Thefe a^c contiiuially about, looking 
out for bufinefs j even the fnu'tlis carry nith th^i 
their anvil, thclf furnace, and other implements for 
their ordinary ufo.This helps toincreafe the multifudcV 
• Thirdly/ all perfons/ ciljxtclally thofe of any notw 
never go abroad but on horfeback or in chairs, 
'umumeroustrim. Tr 


lawyers, phyfichns, and wcilthy were si 

■ways thus attended, the flrccts Se fo opt” ^ 
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•In the fourth place, when ri Mandarine goes any 
where, all his inferior officeiy follow him in all their 
formalities, fo that they fo^ a Irind of procefiion. 
The lordsiat court, and princes of the blood, never 
/re without a great guard of horfe, and being nccef- 
fitated to go almoft every day to court, their very 
equipage is fufficlently cumberfome to the city. 

Jt is ’evident that thefe cuftoms,which are peculiar 
to China, do very much increafe the throng, and it 
muft not be wonder^ at^ that the city fhoiild feem 
much more populous.-than It really is and what 
mhft convince us is, . that, as I have ihc%vn, there 
is rnore room for inhabitants in Paris- than in Pekin. 
Wherefore though it be granted that twenty or five 
and twenty perfons lodge there in as little compafsas 
ten do at Pekin ; yet Pddn wll be found to contain 
near tv.*ice as ma*y as Paris does, and I think I lhall 
not be very wide of the troth, if I pliow |t two mil* 
lions of inhabitants, ' 

. I hAve been fomething ]>roIbc upon this point, be- 
caufc I find it but flightly inquired into by moll hi* 
ftorians. Nothing is more deceitful than number at 
firfl fight. Wc think upon a view of the Iky, that 
the ftars are numberlcfs, and, when told, arc furpri- 
fed to find th«’ are fo few. To fee an army of a 
hundred thouland men in,thc field, you would ima* 
* ginc all the world were there ; and even thofe, wlio 
are ufed to fuch a fight, arc apt to miftakc if they 
arc not a\varc, 

^ It is good to examine O'cry thjng ourfelvcs, efpe- 
ctally in China, where they ncv’cr reckon Init by 
millions and though in thdTc cafes one cannot be lo 
very exaff, it is not impofiiblc to come fo near the 
, truth as to falisfy any carious inquirer. 

• — airP ftCL aU the fircets are built m a dircdl Ime, the 

greatefij i/.’wg about a hundred and twenty foot 
broad, ood league long, and the Iliops where 

'' ^ % they 
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they fell filks and cl^a-ware,'^vhich generally t&e 
up the whole ftreet, ^ke a very agreeable per/pK- 
tive. The Chinele haafe a cuftom which sdds to 
the beauty of their ftreets. ' Each fhop-keejier puts 
out before his houfe, on a little kind of peaellal, £ 
board tiventy or two and twenty foot high, painted, 
vamifhed, and often gilt, on which are written, iu 
large charadtCr^, the names of the lererai co'mmodi- 
ties he fells. Thefekindof pilafters, thus placed on 
each fide 6f the ftreet» and alraoft at an equal dif- 
tance from each other, majee a pretty odd ‘llfow 
This is ufual m'^aliiloft: all the cities of China, 'and 1 
have in fome' places leeit lb very neat ofies, that, one 
would think they had defigned' to make a 
•the ftreet. ^ ‘ . 

Two things however dehait much -from thwr 
beauty. The firfi, that Jthd houl&s are not propor- 
tionable, being neither w'Sl built nor hlgb enough- 
The fecond, that they are alw^ivspeftered with mud 
or dull. That cpuntr)r, 'lb well^ regulated in every 
thing elfe, is very deficient m this; both vdn'terand 
fummer arc equally troublclbme to thofe that 'valk 
abroad, and therefore are horfes and ch.'urs fo much 
in requeft : for the dirt fpoUs the filken boots which 
they wear there , and tke dull Hicks to their deaths, 
c/pecialJy if they are madc»of fattin, avhich they have 
a avay of oiling, to give it the more lufire. There 
is fo much dull raifed by the multitude or horfo, 
that the city Is ahvas covered with a cloud of iti 
which nets into the houfis, and makes its way mtd- 
the cloleft clofcts, fn that, take what care you will, 
vour goods will ever be full of it. They ftriyc to 
allay it by a continu.al bdpnnkling the fireefs wth 
water, but there is ftill fo niuch IcTr, as is \ xry qm m-^ 
five, both as to deanlincfs and health.! 

Of all the building this mighty cyy 
the only remarkable one fa the which 

' ' Iha« 
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I |iave already defcribed to .yc&r hightiefsr ’I lhall 
only add, to give you a mor^exaft notion of it, t;hat 
it not only includes the emptrot^s houfe and gardens,* 
but alfo a* little town inhabited by the officers at 
court, 'and a great number of artificers who are em- 
ployed and kept by the emperor ; for none but the 
eunuchs, lie in the inner palace. The outward 
tovm is defended by a very good wall without, and 
diwded from the emperor’s houfe by, one of le& 
ftrength. All the houfes are very low afid ill con- 
ftived, far worfe than thofe in the Tartars city ; fo 
that the quality of its inhabitants, and the conve-* 
nien<^ of bdng near the court, are the only things- 
that it‘is commendable for. ’ • 


The inner palace Is made up of nine "vaft courts,' 
built in one line, in length, for I comprehend not 
thofe on the wings, where are the kitchin, ftables, 
and other offices. The arches thro’ which you go 
from one to another are of marble, and over each thete 
ftands a large fquareGothkk building *, the roof looks 
odd, but yet handfome \ for the ends of the joices are 
continued beyond the wall in manner of a cornice, 
which at a diflance looks very neat. The lidcs of 
each* court are clofed by leflir apartments or galleries ; 
but when you come to the emperor’s lodgings, 
there, indeed, the porticcfsfupportedby ftately pil- 
lars, the white marble-ftcps by which you afeend to 
the inward hallsj the gil^ roofs, the carved-work, 
ramifo, gilding, and painting, they are adorned 
ivith, the floors made of mcrblo or porceLiin, hut 
chiefly the great number of different pieces of archi- 
tc«fhire of which thej- conflfl, dazzle the beholders 
eye, and truly look great, beromin^ the majdly of 
fojjTcat a monarch But fttll, the imperfect notion, 
the ‘CJr of all kinds of a^ ts betrayed by 

thc-rinj faults they are ginlty of. The_ 

amrtf^^^ '♦11 contrived, the omiments irregular,* 
\ . 1 there 
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there grants that uniformity in which confifts Ae 
beauty and convenienej^of our, palaces. In*a woro» 
there is as it were, deisrmity in the whole, which 
renders it very unpleafing to foreigners ‘ and muft 
needs offend any one that has the leafl notion of true 
architedlure. 

Some relations,, however, dry it up as arts niafter- 
plcce : the reafon is, becaufe the miflionaries, who 
wrote them, had never fecn any* thing beyond 
it, or elfe ’long Ufe. has accuftomed them to it ; for 
it is obfervable, ithat, let us diflike a thing neyef for 
time will at length make it fupportable. Our fancy 
habituates itfelf to any light, and therefore an Euro- 
pe, that has fpent twenty or thirty years in China? 
can feldom give fo good a judgment of it, as he that 
juft comes in and views it. As the true accent of a 
language is often loft among thofe \vho pronounce it 
ill, fo tiie fharpnefs of a man’s judgment is blunted 
by converftng with thofe yrho have none. | 

. .The guards placed in the gates and avenues of 
the palace have no other arms but their feymiters, 
and arc not fo numerous as I at firft imagined ; but 
there is a^multltude of lords and Mandarines, con- 
ftantly attending at the iifual time of audience. For- 
merly the whole pahee ivas inhabited by eunuchs, 
whole power and mfolencew;^ grown to fuch a pitch, 
that they became an infupportable grievance to the 
princes of the empire j but the latter emperors of 
China, efpctially thofe defemded from Tartary, have^ 
fo humbled them, /hat they arc at prefent very in- 
confiderable. The youngeft ferve as pages, the other 
arc put to the vilcft employments, their talk bang to 
fweep the rooms and keep them clean ; they are fc- 
vercly pumfhed |by their overlecrs, who never paft ^ 
by the leaft fault. ^ 

The number of- the emperor’s wive^ c^oucu- 
bincs'is not cafily known, it being 

i ' ' iV ' “ never 
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newr fixed They new wereSeen by any one but 
huti{yf, and fcarce durft a man inquire about them 
Tliey are all maidens of qualjy, which the Manda- 
rines or go^’emors of the provinces choofe, and as 
foon as they are entered the palace, they have no far- 
ther correfpondence with their fnends, no not with 
their \ ery fathers This forced and perpetual fbfi- 
tude (for moft of them are never taken notice of by 
the emperor) together with the mtngues they let on 
work to get into his favour, and the jealoufy they 
h}vt?of one another, which wracks them with fufpi- 
cions, envy, and hate, makes the moft part of them 
very miferable Among thofe who are fo happy as 
to gam their pnncc’s approbation, three are chofen 
which bear the title of queens Thcfe arc m a fix 
higher degree of honour than the reft, having each 
their lodgings, their court, their ladies of honour, 
and other female attendants 

Nothing u wantmg that can contribute to their 
divcrfion Thar furniture, deaths, attendance is 
all nch and magnificcn* it is true, all their happi 
nefs confifts m plcafing their lord, for no bufineis of 
any confequence comes to their know ledge , and as 
they do not aflift the ftatc with thar counftls, fo 
th-y do not difturb it with tbor ambition 

The Chincfc differ scry much from us in that 
* point , they fay Heaven has endowed women with 
good nature, modefty, and mnoccncc, that they 
might look after their tanul’es, and take care of thar 
children’s education , but that, ri?n are bom with 
ftrength of body and mind, with wit and generofity 
to go\ cm and rule the ■world They are afton (hed 
when wc tell them, that with us the feepter often 
falls into a rnneefs’s hands, and ofren fay by way 
« tbe UJ\*j k.r^dcn 

Thus, ni'p!W, I have giscn you a tni- but gene 
nl accoun*- tlic emperor of Oiju’s palux, fo 
\ much 
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much beaded of by Wftorians, becaufe perhaps la 
Pekin they meet not^wth any worth their.notice J 
for indeed all befides aje fo mean, that it would he 

an abufe to our language to ‘give the title of pabec 

to their noblemens houfo. They are but one dory 
high, as are all the reft ; thoV I confeft, tJie great 
number of lodgmgs,for themfclves and their fervants, 
does make fomC amends for their want of beauty 
and magnificence. Not but that the Chinefe are, as 
much as tny nation, in love with looking great and 
Ipending high, but the cuftom of the country,* 
the danger of being taken notice of, is a curb to 
their inclinations. 

While I was at Pekin, one of the chief Mandarines 
(I think he ^vas a prince) had built him a houd 
Something more lofty and ftately than the reft 5 this 
was imputed to him as ,a crimes "and thofe, whoft 
province it was, accufed him before the emperor, in- 
fomuch that the Mandarine, fearful of the event, 
pulled down his houft while the bufinefs was under 
examination, before fenta^ce was given. This vftis 
efteemed good policy in the eftablifliment of the firft 
monarchies j and could the Romans but have ever 
obferved it, they would have been perhaps ftill 
powerful in Europe, a? the Chinefe are in Afia. 

; Their courts of juftfce are built no better than 
common Koufes. The courts indeed are large, the 
gates lofty, and fometimes imbellilhed with orna- 
ments of architefture foftiething tolerable } but the 
inward rooms aijd qfficcs can boaft neither ftate nor^, 
cleanlineft. 

Religion indeed has found better entertainment j 
you frequently meet with their idols temples, whiclv 
the princes and people Equally fuperftitlous, haVc 
raifed at a vaft expertcc, and beauti^ih^'y.'ith 
numbers of ftatues. The roofs efpecY^fy are obfer- 
vable, for the fplendor of their tiIes,4VamIlhed with 

yellow 
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yellow and green, for the n^any curious figures 
which are placed on. every fide, and the dragons 
Ihooting out at the comers, printed in the. fame co- 
lours. The emperors. have founded feveraJ >yithjn 
the outAvard bounds of the palace ; among which, 
two more eminent than the reft were built by the 
late monarch, at the requeft of the queen his mother 
who was very much infatuated with the religion of 
the Lama’s, a fort of Tartanan pnefts, the moft fu- 
perftitbus of all the Bonzes. " • 

^"VVe were forbidden the entrance of theft temples, 
being told it v-ould pro\’e of ill confequence, and give 
great offence to our fellow chriftians, fo that curio- 
lit)'.ga.ve place to our defirc of editing them But 
we had the liberty of feeing the famous celebrated 
imperial obfervatory. Be pleafed, my lord, to read 
'A hat one of our aUleft mathematicians has upon the 
report of travellers fpoken of it Kcthtn^ in Europe 
u to he compered to it., oihetberfcr the map ijicaice of 
the place, or the bt^refs of thefe laji brazen jnjiruments^ 
ui/rh, haung been during tlefefnen hundred yars 
expefed on the platforms of tbofe large tvxers, are fill 
as fair and intire cs if they v,ere but new molten. 
The divfjlcns of thefe injimments are msji exaSl, the 
difpoftsicn mfi proper for then de/iz*^, and the v.loIe 
work performed vrlb an isimuable reatnefs la e 
' vxrd. It pemed that Chrra trfuUed ber^fter nations, 
as if wih cH tbetr learning and ricLes they ccula rot 
ecme up to her tr that poms,* 

Indeed, If China Infults us the fumptuoufnefs 
of her obfervatorv, fhc docs veil to do fo 6000 
leagues off, for ve-c ftic nearer, fhc durft not, 
for fharoc, make an) companfon 

Thefe rcbtions had m'ghnly pT^dteed us ui fa- 
vour of th'^CVftnTLrorys but when vc snewed it, 
wefbuTdhh.«^Vb>\-s. Weeunefirft into a pretty 
largceourt, v^err Ac lodgings of thofe who looked 
aftCT the obfervn cn* were toward the right hand ; 

» . 1 as 



64 of 'the Cities, tloufes,- and ' 
as you come in, youVneet wrth'a very narrow 
cafe, by which you mount fo the top of flich a 
fquare tower, as we formerly ufed to fortify our city 
walls withal \ it is indeed contiguous ontheinfideto 
the wall of Pekin, and. raifed but ten or twelve feet 
above the bulwark Upon this platform the Chlnefe 
aftronomers had placed th«r inftraments, which tho 
but few, yet took up the whole room : but father 
Verbieft, when heundertook the liirvey and manage- 
ment of thb mathematicks, judged them very ufe- 
lefs, and perfuaddd the emperor to pull them doWuf 
and put up new ones of his own contriving. The*® 
old inftruments were ftill in the hall near the tower, 
buried in duft and oblivion. We faw them tllro’ ^ 
window clofc fet with Iron bars. They appeared to 
us large, well call, and fliaped fomething like our 
aftronomical rings. But they had‘]aid in a by-court 
a celeftiil globe of about three foot diameter, that w® 
had a full view of \ its figure was almoft oval i 
•was divided wth little exa^efs, and the whole work 
very coarfe. 

They have in a lower room near that place con- 
trived a Gnomon. The paflage, through which th® 
ray enters, is aboxit eight feet from the ground, ho- 
rizontally placed, and ntade by two copper-plat^ 
which may be moved to tind fro, to make the on- 
fice lai^er or fmaller Under it lies a table covered 
with brafs, in the midfi of which, length-ways, they 
have ftruck a meridian Jin^ 1 5 feet long, divided by 
other crols lines, which are neither exatfl nor fin®. 
They have cut little holes out into the fides where^ 
they put water to keep it exaflly horizontal ; and this 
indeed, for a Chmefe contrivance, is the moft tolera- j 
blc of any I have feen, and might be ferviceablc to^ t 
careful aftronomer ; but I quefiion wh?v^l^har {kill 
who invented it is ib great, as to 

» / This 
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•This obfervatcty, of little worth, as to its ancient 
Jnechines, and lefs as to its fituation and building, is 
notr enriched whh feveral brazen inftruments which 
father Verhieft has fet up. They are large, well caft, 
imbellirtied with figur^ of dragons, and very v/'cll 
di^fed to the ufe they are defigncd for ; and ^7as 
but the nicenefs of theirdiW/ions anfwerable to that 
of the Work, and tslefcopes faftened to them inftcad 
of pins, according to the ne^v method ufed by the 
royal academy, nothing, that we have of that kind, 
might be brought in competition with them. But 
tho’ the father was, no doubt, very careful of the 
divlfion of his circles^ the Chihefe artlficei was either 
very negligent, or very incapable of following his 
direftions : fothat I would rather truH: to a quadrant 
made by one of our good^workmcn at Paris, whofs 
ndlus mould be but one foot and a half, than to 
that of fix feet, which is at this tower. 

Perhaps, your highnefs may be willing at one view 
to fee hovr they arc dif|X>fed. This draught is very 
conformable to the original, and fin from flattering 
if, as pidhires and cuts seneralfy do j I may fay that 
it docs not exprefs half its beauty. But each fevc- 
ral piece fhewing but confufedly in this* little fpace, I 
have added, in as few words^as I could, an explana- 
tion of the frame and embellilKments of thofe noble 
* inftruments. 

I. SpK.<t:RA Armillaris, ZoDi AC.\Lis, c/yix 
feet in diameter. , 

This is fupported by four dragons heads, whofe 
bodies after fe\’eral windings are faftened to the ends 
of two braren beams laid a-crols, that bear tlic whole 
weight of tl-S^^bhcrc. Thcfc dragons which were 
ufed rather becaufe the em- 

peror bears thLb uirOiS coat of arms, are, as the Ch^- 
’ nefe reprefent riiemi wrapM up in clouds, with long 
* K bair 



beard under their lower jaw, flaming eyes, long 
fharp teeth, their mouth op^n, /and breathing 3 
whole ftream of flame. Four -fions qf the fame 
metal ftand under the end of the aforefaid beams, 
whofe heads are raifed higher or lower by Ikrews 
faftwied with them. The circles arc divided both in 
their exterior and interior furfacc by orofs lines 
into 360 degrees each, and each degree into 60 mi** 
nutes.. ai\d the latter into portions of 10 fcconds 
each by fmall pins. 

n. SrH^EA cf Jlxftcl diasieltr. 


. This fphere is fupported by a dmgon, who besrs 
It on his b-ick bowed, and whofe four claws feize 
the four ends of its pedeftal, whjch as the former is 
formed of rwo brazen beams erofs-wife, whofe ends 
are alfo Irarne by four fmall lions, which ferve to fix it 
light. Thedefignis noble and well performed. ' 


III. Horison A21MUTHALE, ^x/ett hi iiamter: 

. Thisraftrament,-ufeful for the taking of azimuths, 
'”'1' horifontally placed. 

The double index, .i^jph foyes it for a kameter. 

It a reffangle triangle the upper angle of wfieh is 
Sfnf 1 c mI;” jopendicular from the cen- 
ter of the faid honfon. Four folded dragons bow 
their heads raider tV inferior limb of the circle, 
o It fall i and two other, wound round two 

imali columns, mount on either fide fenu'circulsr- ' 
f ^ beam, to which they, are 

faftened, to keep the triangle (Icadjy,. 


IV. J 
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^V. A large Quadrant, whoje radius is fix feet i 
'The Kmb is into porrions of ten leconds 

each } the lead, \hi4h fhews its vertical fituarion, 
weighs a pdundj and hangs from the center bp a ve- 
ry fine brafs wire. The indcK moves eafily round 
the limb. A dragon folded in feveral rings, and 
wrap’d yp in clouds, feizes on all parts the fe\'eral 
plates of the mftrument to faften them, left they 
Ihouid ftart out of their due pofition. The whole 
body^ of the quadrant hangs m the air, and a fixed 
axis runs thro’ its center, round which the quadrant 
turns towards the parts of the heavens which the 
mathematician choofes to obferve ; and left its 
■Weighf fhould caufe it to ftxiver, and lofe its vertical 
pofition, a beam is raifed on each fide, fecured at the 
bottom by a dragon, and faftened to the middle beam 
axis by clouds ?vhich feem to come out of the air* 
The tvhole work Is fubftantial and well contrived. 

V. A Sextant, vohofe radius ts about eight feet. 

This reprefents the fixth part of n great circl“ 
borne by a beam, the bafis of which is concave, made 
faft with dragonsj and crofted in the middle by a 
brazen pillar, on one chd of which is an engine^ the 
help of whofe wheels ferves*to fiicilitate the motion 
, of that inftrument. On tfiis engine refts the middle 
of a fmall brazen beam which reprefents a radius of 
the fcNtant, and is faftncnetl to it. Its upper part is 
♦^terminated by a big cylmSer, which is the center, 
round which the index turns t an*d the lower is ex- 
tended above two feet beyond the limb, tl’at it may 
be grafped by the pulley which ferves to raife it. 

^tge and heavy machines are of greater oma » 
xnent than uf* j 

VI. Globe, ^iatuder. 

'I'his in ni'^opii’ion is the faireft and heft fiftiicn- 
cd of all thc^ftrlimcnts The globe Itfclf is bra- 
* r 2 zen, 
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'zen, exadlly round ancl fraooth : the ftars well 
and in their true places, and all the arcles of a pro- 
portionable breadth and thlckt^ifs./ It is befides (o 
yell hung that the leaft touch incves it, tand tho* it 
IS above two thoufond weight, the leaft child may 
elevate it to any degree. On Its large concave bafjs 
are placed oppofite four dragons, v/hofe hair, ftand- 
”1^ fupport a noble horifon commend- 

able for Its breadth, its feveral ornaments, and the 
delicacy aiyl nicenefs of the work. The meridian, 
in which the pole is fixed, refts upon clouds that If 
iue out of the bafis, and Hides ealily between them. 
Its motion being facilitated by fome hidden wheels, 
and moves with it the whole globe to give it the re- 
quired elevation. Befides which the horifon, dra- 
brazen beams, which lie crofs in 
the center of the bafis s concavity, are all moved 

Si’ ^ the due placing of the horifon, 

f the na£„, or in 

iSfhouflnd! * '■'“"‘'ttod how men, who iivo 
n oicen 3 t “*> B° thtough foh 

cucle. w hT°J, ’ that iflil tho 

fomr of our ^T** rorrefted by 

them abovf- f.. r* T” machines, being moft of 
all ”nom^ *> E^nd, havr, for the 

them, cut amphithiSni™''’ ""thle Reps round 

thfcwc MuU "'"“'1'’''“"' “tnordinary finr,’ 
do of them S I Pffuaded to mate 

afpcciVoric’r ftom 'Ahf'tt 

ate mom r^H o?.?' ""E'tor to that cfTeft. They 
Hf'i)', than of ,1 defeflivc piece of anti- 

uifFcring hiuch in prtfcR moderns,' 

nothing hut avi, J ■ nv/i loa'cavith 

for time can aK.'^rjW-d -f n^ll to blame' 


' add tn to blai , 

' rtiaft nolliinr^rom the real 
vorth 
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the weft, the fourth turns his eyes ft,uthwards, apJ 
a fifth northwards, that nothin'j> o^^hat happrtis rt 
the four comers of the world m^jf«ape tjieir diligcn 
obfcrvation They take notr^ of the winds, the 
rain, the air, of unufiial pheftomena, ftich as echp- 
fes, the conjunction or oppofition of planets, 
meteors, and whatever may be any wa>^ 

This they keep a ftnCt account of, wluch they 
bring m s,very morning to the fun eyor of the rna 
thematicks, to be regiftered m his office 
had always been pr^flifed by able and careful math 
maticians, we ftiould have a great number of curt 
ous remarks \ but befides that, thefe aftronomert 
are very unfkilful, they take little care to 
that fcience and provided their falary be as 
ufual, and thcr income conftant, fhey arc m no grtat 
trouble about the alterations and changes which hap- 
pen in the (k) Dut if thefe phenomena are very sp 
parent, as when there happens an eclipfe, or a comrti 
they dare not then be altogether fo negligent 
All nations have ever been aftonifhcd atcchpl^* 
becaufc th“y could not difcover the caufe of them ; 
there is nothing fo extravagant as the ftvcral reafons 
fame ha\c given font , but one would wonder that 
the Chmcit, i ho is to allronomy may juftly claim 
fui only ov er oJI the world befidcs, have rcafoned 
as abfurdly on that point as the reft They have 
t?uacd that m hca\cn 'there is a prodgious great 
dragon, v ho is a profeted enemj to the fun and 
moon, and rcidy^ at ^all times to eat them up For 
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vejy fuperftitioufi and very ridiculous While tlie 
aftronomers are ^ tower to make their obfei va- 
tions, the jhief Mi^arines belonging to the Lipou 
fall on their knees ntw hall or court of the palace, 
looking attentively th^ way, and frequently bowing 
to^rds the fun to exprefs the pity they take of him, 
or rather, to the dragon, to beg him not to moleft the 
■World, by depriving it of fo neccflary a planet 
( The mathematicians muft be fure to relate nothing 
concpmuig the eclipfes but what will certai ily hap 
p^n , for fhould it happen foo ler or later, be greater 
or lefs, longer or fhortcr, the furveyor and his bre- 
thren would go near to lofc their places But this is 
taken care of, for the Mandarines, who are to take 


the obfervations, never fail to regifler them according 
to the predidlion^, fo that, if they have their fees, 
<he heavens may take their courfe 

I am afraid, my lord, that I have been too tedious 
m this digrtlTion , your highnefs, having for thefe fe 
vcnl years been bufied m affairs of greater moment, 
mud needs have little regard for fuch abffrufe notions, 
unfit to excite you to thofe elevated fentiments fo na 
tunl to fuch great fouls as yours, and I might have 
fpent my time more toyour fatisfaflion m writing the 
wars of the Tartars, and thckonqutft, of China Bat 
, bcfidcs the inclination every man has to fpeak of what 
belongs to his profefiioi , 1 have, perhaps, be».n o/ i 
ruled by the habit wc contract m China to cnttrtain 
great perfons with thtfc rnittcrs , and ha\c hoped, 
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publick buildings in Cftifta , but all tbcir beauty cin- 
fifts 1 1 a prodigious height, whir h at / 1 diftance 
the fmefl /how in the world TK^^nfi/l lu t^vo 
fquare buildings built /eparately^ but boubd together 
by two tall and very thick w/ils, (o that they ronu 
n fquare which may contain above fi\ e hundred raen 
in, csnttle 'Th'* firft building, which looks like a 
fortrtfs, fices the load There is no way thro > » 
but you go in at the fide wall, where there js a gat® 
proportioifable to all the reft i then you turn P the 
Tight, and m'*et with the fecoud tov/er which donV’ 
mands the city, and has a gate Jike the former* 
but whofe gat^ way is /b Jong, that itgrowo dark to 
wards the middle There they conftantJy ^ 
Corps du Guard, and a fmal! magazine to fupply “ 
readily with ftores m ca/e of nece/Ijty 

If you refpeeft only the neatneft of the workmtn- 
ibip,and the ornaments of irehitefbure, I muft. Indeed, 
confefs, thatthe gates of Pans are incomparably 
But ye , when a man approaches Pekin, he muft 
own tint thefe immenfe buildings, and, if I 
fpcal It, therudenefs of thefe auguft buildings 
a beauty preferable to all ogr ornaments The 
arches are built with marble, and the reft with very 
large br ck, bound with excellent mortar 

The walls are anfwertible to their gates, /b tall 
that they hide the whole city, and fo thick, that 
centnes on horftback are placed upon them From 
place to place, at a bow’s /hot diftancc, they are 
defended with fquarr towers 1 he ditch is dry, 
lut 1 ery broad and deep All is regular, and as 
well kept as if they were in continual apprehenfion 
of a fiege This, my lord, is a pretty esatft defenp-' 
t on of the chief city of China, remarkable for ‘its 
extent, large gates, ftrotig walls, fullurmious palace, 
g(od gamfon (wh.ch cottlifts m the ba'^ Forces of the 
whole empire) and the number of i^ ^habitants, 
but fonuncnd-iWc for npthmg clfc^ / 
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V 7 hat may faid of *«^the reft m general is 
tKife , the Chin^ divide them mto two kinds Thofc 
v/hich are folelp^d^gned for the defence of the 
country they call ^mes of ^var, and the reft Towns 
of traffick The fort^^ed places which I have feen 
are. not much ftronger than the others, unlefs it be 
b y their fituation, which makes fome almoft mac- 
ceflible ’ The frontier towns, efpeaally thofe near 
Tartary, are fomewhat fingular , and our miftionanes 
have affured me, that there were fevaral narrow 
paft2tges fo well fortified, that it was almoft impofli- 
plc to force them . I myfelf have fecu feme which 
a hundred men might cafily defend againft a whole 
army • Their ufual fortifications are a good bulwark, 
fome towers, bnck walls, and a large deep ditch, 
filled With runnmg water The Chmefe are ikilled 
in no other mannor of fortification, which we ought 
not to wonder at, fince ourfelves knew no better 
before cannons were m ufe, which has put us upon m- 
vcntmg new wa) s of defending ojr cities, as there 
were new ones contrived of attacking them 

I confefs, my lord, that m viewing all thofe 
cities which their mhabitants efteem the ftrongeft in 
the world, I have often, with no little pleafure, 
thought with myfelf hov;& eafily Lewis the Great 
would fubdue thofe pro\xnces, if nature had made 
us a little nearer neighbours to China, he whom the 
ftouteft places m Europe can at beft withftand but 
during a few days Godlus, by an equal and juft 
diftnbution, given the Chincfe J>ut mean foldiers, 
bccaufe no extraordinary actions could be performed 
there V but to vanquilh fucli enemies as ours, fo great 
an hero >%’as wholly ncccflary 
, • It muft hottcscr be granted, that m the way of 
ifimifcation^if'GhiiwC ibrvr»Jui«binr*Ql* ilhrancicmir 
^in the previous work th-t defends part of thar 
country 'jTts that which call thcGra*- Wall, 
and > ojeh ihcmfthcs (Ids Van liCham, Chun, the 
' AOU 
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■vv^l loooo fhdiums ISig, which inches from /Jic 
altcm occin to the province XyCfi : not tJut its 
length IS fo great as they /peakC-./out if you reckon 
all Its windings, it will rcallyySixar to* be no Ids 
than 50 D Iwgucs. You n\A\ not conceive it as a 
plain wall, for it is fortified svith towere much Iih' 
tnc citj’ walls I have mentioned ; and in the places 
where the pafies might be more eafily forced, they 
have nufed two or three bulwarks one behind ano- 
ther, which may give thcmfcives a mutual defepee, 
•Where mormous thicknefs, and the forts which com' 
mand all the avenues, being all guarded by great 
numbers of forces, proteft the Chinefe from all at- 
tempts on that fide. 


China being divided from Tartary by a chain of 
wS’vli '^'7-" Oh o'-erthe 

V fh”’.)'®'* hhtfl not think, as fome 

Md i'*' '“P '• throughout, 

l ^™i."' of the deeped 4les it 

muid have been raifed to be as high as the tailed 
when they fay that it is of a'won- 
trrolm/-?®’' i T "’“P ""'■'tfiand it of the fpot of 
'r itfelf it is rather lower 

fivefSt inthiS'*!''"’- 

dri^v ’’I*’”'' bound with'fuch 

veral^ver b lf P '' *>“ laded thefe fe- 
vS fmee ^ I' la above j8oo 

years iince emperea Chihoharad raifed .r, to prevent 

ts at Tr h'lgl'bouriig Tart °rs^ tSs 

tafchtesXf t"' ‘1’= fttated and madded under- 

™ a®m,f , °P= lb' though indeed it 

the eafied caution of the Chinefe^thus to guard ■ 
to”iil rr'""”,’, 'I'llcnlous ^ it of fietn 
TOlaVlT^T, *be top of ibme prccini'ces 

Which the buds can fcake rea^eh withVthS Ef 
and on which It is i„.i,on.bIe the Tartarian S 

/holUd. 
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fh'^ld afcend : Wd if they coffTd fancy that an army 
could have clal^er^ up thither, how could they 
believe that fo t^And low a ^valI, as they have 
made it in fuch plaiv^ could be of any defence ? 

As for my part, I admire how the materials have 
been conveyed and made u(e of there ; and indeed, it 
was not done without a vaft charge, and the lofs of 
more men than would have perifhed by the greatelt 
fury of their enemies. It is faid, that during the 
reigns of the Chinefe emperors, this wall ^as guard- 
ed iJy a million of /oldiers ; but now that part of 
Tartary belongs to China, they are content with 
manning well the worft lituated, but belt fortified 
parts or it. 

Among the other fortrefles of the Idngdom, there 
ace above a thoufand of the firft rate •> the reft are 
lefs remarkable, afid indeed fcarccdefexve that name j 
yet all are very well garrifoned, and by that one 
may judge what vaft armies are conftantly kept on 
foot. However, this is not the only part in which 
China excels other narions, for to confider her only 
in her military capacity will hardly rafe our won- 
der *, but who can enough admire the numbers, 
greatneft, beauty, and government of their trading 
towns ? They are generally divided into three 
clafles; of the firft th^le are above i6o, of the 
fecond 270, and of the third near J 200, befides 
near 300 >vallcd cities mpre, which they leave out 
as not worth obferving,* tho’ they come but little 
Ihort of either of them, eithcr^n the number of inha- 
bitants or greatnefs of trade. The greater and 
Icfier villages are numberlcls, cfpecially thofc of the 
fouthem provinces. In the provinces of Xanfi and 
» 3 fcnfi they ar^ for *hc moft part furrounded with 
walls andgood'ditefies, witK iron gates, wHicK the 
r-country^peopje (hut at night, and guard in the day 
to prctcift thcmfclvcs from thieves, and from 
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the infulfs of the finiiss, who are^ot alw.iV's'M 

be kept m by their officcrc. 7 • 

The Jargen^ of thefc citA, i/not lefs amatiag 
than thew number. Peki,, whSi-^ have Ulrcady had 
°"™ j mention to yj&'r highnefs, is not to 
be compared to Nankim ; or, as it is now caUed, 
Kt^im, a town formerly inclofed within three 
tfe outermoft of which was i6 long leagues 
^ 0 ^ 1 " ^ to be feen, which 

vice tSi v" =• Pto- 

“f; When the emperois kept fteif 

lefi^ nr ‘“.'"^^^'bmtswerc, no doubt, number- 
nritw, “tof'on, haven, plenty, the fertility of the 
neighbouring lands, and the canals made ncarw, for 

^ 5° hills, the ploughed 

S walls f a whichL iith- 

whrtSb-rfa a'''’n^?'')' '=‘'' toanltfeems, yet 
The ftreert: make a prodigious big city, 

paved t£ b? r l"°‘ r'y •’toa'i, but very well 
S^ rlch beiffi SJ- cleanly, andth^lhops 
ti’res'; ‘1 ^nd other 

empherXm vou S “■= “f 

are any where ^nnrl ■ curiofities which 

.hemoVSutTolraL't^,!?"E^^ "ere 
are out of hiifitiprsr r Mandannes, who 

the convLienev^^ Tettie themfelves, having 
of good books^ fh hbranes fiJIed with choice 
cers are « fairer, their artiii- 

~ and the accent C ^ tongue more polite, 

'truly no other any where elfe ; and 

' Were it P*^per fbr^, emperor’3 

’fhould refide advantfgcT'-ii.at he. 

on other accounts/ ^^^^ntiers. It is'aJfo ^loua 

' // , Jpwt; 
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the cone begins, ToSh^undcr the dr it Is not aliove 
a inches thick *, which may be meafurcd exaftly ef- 
nough, bccaufe they pierce thVjr bells at the top to 
increafe their found as they mcy. The metal is 
brittle, and very ill caft, betii(g mil of little knobs. 

Thefe bells were caft during the ninth reign ^be- 
fore this. Each have th^ particular name ; the one 
being called Tchoul, the Hanger ; another,^ Che, the 
Eater; a third, Choui, or So, the Sleeper 5 and a 
fourth, S{\ the" FUcr ; for tho*« there are but 3 in the 
city, the Chinefe geographers place a 4th beyond t|?e ^ 
liver Kiam. Now, fuppofing that a cubical foot 
of brafs weigh 648 /. the bell which I meafurcd 
fhould wrigh about 90,000, fuppofing it to be of 
an equal bignefs and thickhefs. As for the big- , 
nefs, there is no CTeaf difference, but the thicknefs 
leflens from the bottom to the top, where, as I 
have faid, it is but two inches thick ; fo that al- 
lowing it to be one With another four inches 
thick and better thrbughout, the Bell will 
about 50,000 hand be twice as heavy as that' at Ef- 
fort, wWch father Kircher affirms to be the biggeff in 
the world. « 

But this Is nothing to what there is at Pekin, which 
can fhew fevfen caft vndet the r«gn of the em- 
perorYonlo, near 300 yeaos ago, wrighing i20,oooh 
each. They are 11 feet wide, 40 round, and ' 
high, befides the ear, which is at leaft 3 foot in 
lieight. This, my lord',. I own h furprifing, and 
could fcarce be beljeved, had we not father Verbieft's 
Word for it, who himfelf has exadtiy meafurcd them. 

But as much as their bells exce^ ours in'bignefs,” 
fo much do ours exceed them in found', whether our 
metal or way of calling be better. Bepleafed howe- 
ver to read what father RTagalhaens writes of that 
Which is in the palace at Pekin. Its foumi^p he, • 
foclear^fo fleaptht^and harjttommiSttfjaf it feems'topro- 
<(edfrQi}ianivJicalit'Jirum«ntmu(bratb(rtbanahell.K\^ 

\ ' r - this 
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tius mull be ^derllood ©vj^aWtlvely ; and per- 
haps the author had never heard any thing of that 
’kind like it. As for my patt, all the bells, I have 
heard ther^, have /eemed to me to make but a dull, 
bbfcure nojfe, as ofie may eafily irnagine, for their 
clappers are not made of iron biit wood. However 
that be (for it deferves not a longer inquiry) it is 
c^tain, •that the Cbinefe have in all their cities very 
big ones, with which they diftinguilh the five 
^vatches of •the night } which they reckon /rom feven 
Dr sight of the clock in the evening : they begin 
(he firft with ftriklng once, which they repeat a 
moment after, and fo on till the fecond watch, then 
they ftrike two firokes, and at the third watch three, 
and (o on : fo that thefe bells are as fo many re- 
peating Clocks, which every other moment inform 
you What time of ^ight it is. They alfo ufe for the 
fame purpofe a very great drum, which they beat 
In the lame manner, 

Thefe two imperial cities, which I have now been 
defcribing, might alone render China defervedly fii- 
mous, but the metropolis’s of moft provinces arc. fo 
big, that each were fit to be the chief of an empire. 
Sigan, the capital city of Xenfi, is three leagues 
round. I have had the curiofity to meafure it my 
felf, which was not difficult ;* the walls which inclofc 
it making an exaCt fquarc. Its ditches, which are 
partly dry and partly filled with water, are ver)' fine ; 
Its walls thick and tall, as/vell as the fquare towers 
that' defend them j its buhvarks very broad, and its 
gates, at Icaft fomc, moll ftatcly^, and like thofe at Pe- 
kin. The city is divided into two parts by an earthen 
wall, avhich runs almofl from one end to the other. 
The one half h inhabited by the Tartars, who-kcep 
the bipgcft prrifo’), iho* in the other, where the 
Chinch: dw'^l, there are allb a good body of trOop*i. 
»Thcrc fnay fii’l be fecn ,an old palace, thcrcfidcncc 
‘ of the anc'cat kings of that country, who were 
G powerful. 
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powerful, not onlv L b? <^fe ' of tl^vaft extent of 
their dominions, butSlo thro* the tmivery and ^ou- 
riige of thdr fuhjeiSs i for, among all the Ohititffc, 
there are nbt any better proportioned, or more 
ftrong, flout, and ISiborious th<fn thefe. As for the 
houfes, they are, as every where elfe in China, low, 
-and ’not over- well built % their fifmiture iS not fo neat 
as in the fouthem parts, th<ar vamHh -not rfp fmooth, 
their China not fo plentiful, nor their workmen fo 
ingmious. > 

Hamcneu, the chief city of the province of Che- 
-kiam, is alfo one of the richeft and greateft in the ‘ 
empire. The Chinefe fay it is four leagues round, 
and, 1 believe, 'they tell no lye. The ftreets are'as 
full of people as at Paris, and the fuburbs'befides 
being very largo, and the canals croudedwith an in- 
finite number of boats, I believe it to be as populous 
as the greateft cities In Europe, ^'he garrifon confifts 
in loooo men, 3000 of which are Chinefe. The 
water of their canals is not clear, nor thtir ftreets 
broad, but the (hops arc neat, and the mercharits 
< there are reputed to be very rich. 

Eaftwafds from the city runs a river half a league 
broad, being near the fe, but indeed not very con- 
ftderable, for a litde higher it is butannifelefs tor- 
"rent, which runs thro*abundance of rocks. A lake 
lies cldfe to it to the ’we/f wards, -which is about two ^ 
leagues round. The water is clear, but very {hal- 
low, deep enough however for fome la^ge fat-bot- 
tohi’d, boats, which the Chinefe keep there, like fo 
many floating iflrind?, where their young people take 
their pleafute. In the middle {lands an ifland where 
they ufually land, having built there a temple and 
fortie houfes for their diver{ion. Of this lake forne 
relations have made an inchanted place. I have'read 
that it was built round with (lately hejofts and noblc^ 
palAces. This might be ; but if ti?j^a ^reat 
-was certainly taken that not fo much as the leaft 
* track ' 


Chief B'^ijims ^iChina. £3 
irack. or memt^ 6 f it iSOT^^rJemain But perhaps 
th^y gave that name to (bme wooden thatched d.wel- 
lng<>^ in which China doesevcryw'here abound., then 
mde^ A Ajort while might make great alterations, 
for tune ne^ not ufe its utmoft efforts to pull them 
down Howei^er, if this city is not fo eminent for 
hulldmgs. It IS commendable for being one of the 
beft fituated in the empire^ for the prodigious number 
of its inhabitants, the conveniency of its canals^ and 
the great trafficls. Which is made there 19 the fineft 
filks in the world 

* What IS fiirpnfing in China isj that v/hereas, being 
gone thro’ one of thefe cities, you would fcarce ex 
peft tp meet NMth the like, }oj are hardly out of 
fight of It before you are m view of fuch another* 
As for example , going along the great canal from 
Hatntbeu} ou comp to Suehen^ which is not far from 
Ur, and, if you belie\e the inhabitants, contains four 
leagues m circuit, being indeed of a vaft extent It 
IS alfo theufual refidenceof aMceroj, and has as 
great a trade as any city m the empire I do not 
find It to be proportionably as populous as thofe I 
have mentions , but the fuhurbs and muhituJe of 
boats amaze new comers Thoh. who have the pa 
ticicc to fpend a few minutes on the ivatcr fide, and 
vici/ the throngs of pcopjc’that come to cheapen 
commodities, would imagine it to ben fair, to which 
the whole emp re a cre crouJing , and the officers 
there, tho* not ov*r (ln^t,^*arc fo bufied in rccci% mg 
the cufioms, that they arc obliged to put off, to th" 
next daj n great manv traders,^ who come to make 
their payments This continual hurry, among the 
mod covetous nation m the worH, fhouUl, one 
wajild imagine, occafion frewent oitirruls , bur their 
guvmrmviTir .and ih* WatUannesjvilers 
fo ftniflK . '-bftrvSl, that bcfidcs abufi\c language, 
uh fh the arc \er> fluent, o*hcr mjuncs 

arc fcUom oftered Not far from Suchcu, you 
G a ncet 
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meet •with other cites^^*1unall dift^efis from each 
other, fomc a league and a half, 'and fome tjvo 
leagues round. As loon as you are fome to the 
river Kiam, you meet with Chinkiam, ? town bunt 
on its banks, one of whofc very fuburbs* which lies 
north- weft, is a large German league io ciraut; 
this place is ib populous, that, when I pafled thro 
it, it •was no fmall trouble to me to mjih&ray 'way 
thro* the crowd, which is ufually as great in thoje 
ftreets a 5 ,he\c at a fotemn procefTion. Overagamit 
it, on the other fide of the river, ftand.^ Qua-i^eou ^ 
another great trading town; a little b^ond IrcS 
Yamcheu, one of the moft remarkable cities in the 
whole empire, wliich, according to fhe Chincie, 
contains two millions of inhabitants. 

IF 1 did not here recal myfelf, I fhoulft unawares 
dcrcribcall the cities of China ; bpl defig^ng only to 
give your highnefs a general account of their large- 
:nefs and number, I ftx^l, without a needlcfs, tedious 
defccuding into particulars, afiure yoUr enunency 
'that myfelf have feen feven or eight of them as big 
at Icaft as Paris, befides feveral others where I have 
not been, which I am allured are not Icfs* There 
are fourfeore of the firft rank, equal to Lyons or 
Bourdeaux. Among 260 of the fecond, above a 
..hundred are like Orlelnce *, and among laoo of the 
thirii, there are 'five or ^ix hundred as confiderable . 
as ROchel or Angoulefme •, befides an innumerable 
quantity of villages greater and jnore populous than 
Marenes and St, John de Lux’. The^c, my lord, 
are no hyperbolas, fieithcr do I fpeak by hear-fay » 
but having travelled m perfon over the greateft part 
of China, I hope your highnefs will favour me fo 
far, as not to queftion the fincerity of r"/ relation. 

I lhall conclude with the levcral port^ _^d havens 
of China, which do not a little contribute to the ^ 
increafe of its wealth. The Chinefe emp^ors 
• forbid the entrance of them to foreigners i but th® • 
•• Tartars, ‘ 
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"Tartars, more /bnd of** money than of andent 
cuftoms, have of late years granted a free accefs to 
all nations. 

The firft beginning fouth^vards is Macao, famous 
for the great traffick which the Portugueze formerly 
'made there, before the Dutch had expelled them 
out of the greateft part of the Indies. They ftill 
have a fortrefs in it, but their garrifon is fmall, as 
indeed they are not able to keep a very £reat one. 
Befi^es, their beft way to maiirtain themfelves in 
this ppft is, to ingratiate themfelves with the Chinefe, 
by a blind obfequioufncfs to all their commands, 
■'^hich they do very Nvifely. The town, if I may 
fo calf a few houfes not inclofed with any walls, is 
built on a narrow une\*cn foil, on the point of a fmall 
ifland which commands a good road, where fhips, 
by the means of fcveral other little ifiands which lie 
to the windwards, are fecure from any dorm. The 
haven is narrow, but fafe and commoihous. All 
the cudoms belong to the emperor ; and tho* the 
Portugucze do dill preferve a form of government 
among themfelves, yet they obey the Mandarines 
in whatlbcvcr bears the lead rebtlori to the Chine.fe. 

The fecond haven of this coad is formed by a 
pretty wide river, up the A^hich great vcflVIs can 
^ go as far as Canton. This place is vcr)’ convcn'cnt 
for foreigners, becaufe the city fuppllcs them with 
abundance of all kinds of merchandizes and rcfrcdi- 
ments : but the Mandarines are not fond of letting 
them approach too near th'2ir Vails, Jed they 
fhould be dirprizcd ♦, or rather, they arc unwilling 
that their merchants fhould deal v. ith ours, fmcc 
thcMandarines fell them the European cffe^ls under- 
hand, by other perfons whom they employ. 

The provmcc cf fb*iicn, at^omuig fo that of 
‘Tentonf has another celebrated haven, which they 
call Emoui, from the xfl«d which forms ir, for it 
b, properly fpcaklag, but a road lock’d m cn the 
' “ G 3 one 



86 Of ihs ^Jid 

one hand by the contmcl(t* and on the other*by 
the fald iHand. The biggcft fhipS ride here fecQre, 
and the banks are fo high, that they may come as 
near the fhore as they will. Th6 lat^ great im- 
provement of trade in that city invites W it a 
confiderable number of people, and this poft has 
been judged of fuch a conl^ucnce, that .the em- 
peror has for fome years paft kept there a garrifon 
of fix or^cven thoufand men under a Chinefe edm- 
mander. * ^ 

The fourth, called Nimpo, lies in the mod eaftetr- < 
ly part of Cl^a; there it \vaS we landed. _Th6 
entrance is very difficult, and wholly impraftidabJe 
to great vefTels, the bar at the higheft tides not 
being above i5foocund6r water. That place has 
a^evcrthelefs a very great trade > for thenc 4 thsy 
make a fpeedy vbyage to Japan, being but twO 
days in their paflage to Nangazaki. Thither they • 
tarry lilk$^ fugar, drugs and wine, which they ex"- 
chafige for gold,, filver arid brafs. ' ■> } 

Nrmpo is a city of the firft clafs, and was in 
formfer times very tcmarkable, but has been much 
damaged by the late Wars ; however, it daily rCg^s 
forntthing of its former fplendor > thfe walls are in a 
good condition, the dty and fuburbs well inhabited, 
and the garrifon pretty numerous. The town is , 
ftill full of a kind of monuments, called by the 
Chinefe Paifam, or P^jlou, and Iby us triumphal 
arches, which are very fVequfent in China, f 

They corifift *in three great ardiis abreaft, built 
with long marble ftones \ that in. the middle is much 
higher than the other two. The four columns which 
fupport them are fomCtimes -itound, but dftencr 
fquare, made of one only'ftonfe placed on an'irre- 
"gdrar 'in^tjmeuo’ocdis’rs'iu'ot^eai, 

they never had any, or thatithro’ agelt was fuiJ^ 
into the ground. Thby havc'no capitals, but the 
"trunk is faftened into the larchittave^ if we , will • 

* fftve 
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giva that name to fomw^ures over the pillars. 
Tlte frize is better diftinguifhed, but too high in 
proportion to the reft ; they adorn it with infcrip- 
tions, beautiful figures, and embofled Iculptures ; 
With knots nought loofe one within aiiother, with 
flowers curioufly carved, and birds flying as it 
were from the ftone, which in my mind are m'after- 
pieces. * ' • 

Not that all thefe arches are of this make ; fome 
are fo ordinary that they are not worth tfte feeing •, 

I but others there are which cannot enough be prized. 
Inftead of a comifh, they have before and behind 
large flat marble ftones hke pent-houfts. There 
are fo Tnany of thefe monuments at Nimpo, that 
in fome places they are more a trouble than an orna- 
ment, tho* at a diftancc they make an agreeable 
profp^. » 

I have omitted tlie haven of Nanktm, which, in 
reafon, becaufe gf > the breadth and depth of the 
river Kiam, (hould have been firft in order ; but no 
fhips put in there at prefent. I do not know whe- 
ther the mouth of the faid river is nbW cho.aked up’ 
with fand } but furc I am, that the whole fleet of 
that famous pyrate, who befieged Nankim during 
the htc troubles, paflld it withour any difficulty » 
and perhaps it is to prevent any fuch accident for 
’ the future, that the Chinefc will not make ufeof it, 
that by degrees it may grow o\it of knowledge. 

This, my lord, is m general what may be faid of 
the ports, fortrefTcs and citi« of China, the number 
of which is fo great, that fcarce can a traveller dt- 
ftlnguilh them, they lie to thick together; therefore 
the Chiticfe hivr ever thought that no nation in 
the Vorld was to be compirM to them, much like 
thofe people whom the prophet reprefentt, faying, 

U tilt end glcrievj aty ulvel l>ss 

y^Jied fcT many ytiirSt end / truly cm a 

G 4 r/Cr. 
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city-, eifid there is mn^'^fides tne> The Chincru 
indeed fomething excafablc in this point, firfce 
they knew of nothing beyond the fcas of Japn and 
forefts of Tartary \ but what we have told ’em* 
that th9 weft had alfo its cities and kingdoms, which 
in feveral things exceeds theirs, has very much 
humbled them, being not a little vexed, that their 
title to univerfal monarchy fhould now be queftipned, 
after haying enjoy’d it above 4000 years. 

, Our comfort, my lord, is, that thefe proud cities, 
which ftilcd themfclvcs Ladies of the Univtrfi;, t 
have been forced to open their gates to the gofpel, 
and are partly fubdued by our religion. * Thofethat 
dwelt in high places have bowed weir heads^ and the 
Lord has tn a holy manner brought Itrw the lofty cities. 
This, my lord, has often fupported me in the midft 
of my labours and travels I huve feen but (cvr 
cities where chriftianity had made* no procrefs •, ' and 
among thofe crowds of tvorfhippers of Belial, I 
have obferved a chofeu people which worlKipped 
the Lord In fpiric and truth. Our churches are now 
the ornament of thofe very cities* which during fo 
many ages had been defiled with idols » and the 
crofs,raifed above their houfes, confounds fuperftition^ 
and gains itfelf refpedl the very Gentiles, 

"What then remains, my lord, but that we labour 
with the utmoft diligence to the perfeding of a work * 
worthy the zeal of the firil apoftles. to thofe 

who are kept there by fke care of the head of the 
church, and the liberality of chriftlan princes, if 
thro’ negligence, or an ill-grounded cowardice, they 
fell of rendering the inhabitants of thofe yaft cities a 
holy nation. Hitherto, thro* God’s good grace, the 
mlnifters of the gofoelhave not been afiiamed of tlieir 
profeflton, not before the pagan magiftrates , ana 
when forced by a long exile to quit their beloved^ 
phurches, they all might withvSt. Paul fey< ^0^ 

« * ' 'bfiovi 

^ Jfiiah y^x<^u f f > . 
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know I have endeavoured^ ferve the Lord in all 
humility^ with many ttaihy and notwithjiandtng the 
crojfes I have met with from the heathen 5 that I have 
bid nothing from ym that might be to your advantage^ 
no hindrance being Jlrong enough to prevent my 
freqching^it both tn pib\tch and ^ private but ra- 
ther admonijbtng yon all to be penitent towards God^ 
and faithful to our Lord Jefus Cbriji. 

I know that thofe, who have compofed whole 
volumes to cry down our catholick miffions, will t 
, npt Sgree to what I have /aid. Men, who have 
once profeflcd themCelvcs enemies to the orthodox* 
doftrine, attack it every where, and make it their 
bufinefs to flander fuch as preach it : but it may 
be a comfort to us, that we have no other ad- 
ver/aries but thole who are fuch to our 
church, and that^e arc only blamed by thofe 
whofe praife would be a r^roach to us. 

Ho\vever we ftand in daily need of the aflif- 
tance of our kind protcAots j for in what part of 
this world can naked truth and diftrcflcd innocence 
withftand alone the force of inveterate malice ? In 
you, my lord, we hope to find one full of zeal and 
juftice. The approbation of fo great a pnnee, 
whofe wit, judgment, and , uprightnefs are well 
known to all Europe, w able alone to filence 
* and confound our enemies- And when it Is once 
knoivn that you arc in Ibme concern for our af- 
fairs, that you ate fenfible of our labours, per- 
fuaded that our defigns arc psod, and >villing to 
contribute to carry them on none furc wiU then 
be fo daring and hardened a calumniator as to 
fpcak againft our miflions to Chino, or refledt on 
o^co^udl in that country, I am with pro- 

Tout Eminencds mef 
hnnh/e and obedient S^ant, 

L. J. 
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To iht Coimt dc Crecy.* 

Of the Chme, Soil, Canals^ RSvirs^ and Fruits* of 

CHIKA. 

' My Lcrdy 

T he *French mMonaries to China are* fo high- 
ly obliged to your whole family, that among 
the moft important commands, they have honoured 
me with for Europe, that of returning you their 
hearty thanks tais eameftly recommended to irfy ca^re. 

I j^ow, my lord, that, how great foever your fa- 
vovitsmay have been, your {cveral employments, and 

the unbounded application with Tfhlch yon ferve his 
majefty, have fomewhat curbed your zeal. ' 

But what is not owing from us to that other feJf of^ 
yours (pardon the exprefiion) whom his bloo^t 
name, wit, and a thoufand excellent qualifications 
do-fo confound with vou, thatwc can fcarce diftin- 
guilh the one from the other ? In all our travels in 
which fome of us have already reckoned above 40000 
leagues, we have not made a ftep without his orders 
ana afilftance. His zeal*has cxc’tcd us to noble cn- 
terprizes, his prudence direfled us how to* carry them 
on, his conrace (Irengthcgcd ws againft all oppofition, 
and 1 hope his tmfhaken konllancy will at laft give 
fncccfs to one of*the<jnoft noble atchlevements that 
this age ha? produced, to our church’s gootl, to the 
improvement of leaming, and to his glory who fwaya 
the GalVtck fceptcr. , 

Thus, my lord, while you make known hts nt&nc 
*m‘inc 'icvcrai courts dt 'Europe, 'nclpreabs yoursTi-* 
brood thro* the new world, where he is equally iX- J 
verenced by the preachers of the gofpel, whofc fup- 
rort heis, and dreaded by thofc or paganifm and 
, / \ idolatry, 
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Idd^atry, whofe ruin he isj^ occafion of. I thd more 
willingly do jufticc to Ais merit, becaufe I cannot 
write on a fubjedt more agreeable t6 yoilr lord/hip ; 
and if I ha!d not already fpoke of it in private con- 
Verfition^ I were to blame to give over fo foon. 

But after having indulged a father’s tendernefe, is 
it not •tiQ’ie you Ihould fatisfy aftatefman’s curiofity ? 
I have often deferibed Europe to the Chinefe, who 
hive admired its politenefs, beauty, and magnifi- 
cence i it is but juft that I make China known 
ts that European, who b beft able to judge of its 
true grandeur. I have, my lord, pitched upon the fol- 
lowing particulars, being fuch as will give you a true 
idea of that Country, and will, perhaps, give Come 
pleafurc in the reading. 

China bang of a large extent, the nature of the 
foil is different, aAordIng to its particular fituatlon, 
as it lies more or lefs iouthw;irds. I con however 
afiure your lordfhip, that the leaft of its fifteen pro- 
vir.ce8 is fo populous and fertile, that in Europfe 
it would nuke alone a.confidcrable ftate V and a 
prince, who Ihould enjoy it, might have wealth 
and fubjeCts enough to content a moderate ambi- 
tion. 

This land, hke all others, is divided into hills and 
plains*, but the latter are *fo even, that one would 
think the Chinefe Iwvc ever fmee the foundation 
of their monarchy been epiploy’d in nothing clfc 
Init levelling them, and* making them into gar- 
daist and their manner of miliomting the ground 
K*ing to let water thro* it, they could not devife 
a better way to dlftrilnitc it equally r elfc ihofc 
parts which lie highrft >vould have hboured un- 
jlcf a contuiual drought, and the reft bin always 
under ^^•att^. , . , 

„ This courfc they take m rilling and manuring 
their hiU% for they cut them out like a ptur of 
Ihirs from the foot to the top, that the rain water 
■ ^ may 
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may fprcad equally, ^ot \valh down the ground 
with its feeds. * 

Thus they have, as it were, forced nature, by 
making artihcial plains, where flic had raifed moun« 
tains i and a long fcrics of fuch hills furrounded and 
crowned, as I may fay, with a hundred fuch <er' 
raffes, lofing in breadth as they min m he^ht, and 
whofc foil is as fruitful as that of the beft cultivated 
vallies, muft needs make a very entertaining Imdskip. 

It is true that their mountains arc not for the 
moft part fo fiony as ours, their mould is Hi- 
ther light, porous, and cafily cut j and, what is 
moft furpriiing, fo deep, that in moft provinces 
you may dig three or four hundred feet i/i depth 
before you come to the rock. This does not a little 
contAute to its goodnefs, becaufe the continual 
t^fpintion of fait f{>irits is ev?r renewing it, and 
this endues' the foil with a perpetual fertility. 

Nature has not however been equal in her diftri- 
DUtion, Ihe was left lavifh to the provinces of 
Xenft, Honan, Quamtum, and Fokien. Yet even 
their mountans are not wholly ufelefs, bearing all 
kinds of trees, which grow tall and ftreight, and are 
^ for all kinds of building, efpecially for ftiipping.* 
The emperor reftrves ibmc for his pri\'ate ufe, and 
fqmetirnes fends 300 Idigucs for trees of a prodi- 
gious bignefs, of which he makes pillars to his tern- * 
pies or other publick 'buildings. 

The inhabitants alfo *trade much in them, for 
having lopt off« all" the branches, they tie 80 or 
100 of them together, and faften fo many fuch 
rows one behind another as reach almoft a mile, 
which they drag in that manner along the rivers 
and. canals till they have fold all j for they build 
^eni little convenient houfes on theft kinds of 
noats, where the dmber-merchant, his ftmiJy, aB^“ 
lervants" He during the whole voyage, which is 
lometunes three or four' mbnths long,’' 

> ^ They 
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^hey have other i^jatains which are of a 
greater and more puhhfic advantage Thofe pro- 
duce iron, tin, brafs, mercury, gold and filver It 
IS true, thf filver mines are not now made ufe of^ 
whether they think the empire is fufficiently ftock’d 
with it, or that they are umvillmg to facnfice the 
lives of poor people, by putting them upon fo labo- 
rious and dangerous a talk 

As for their gold, the torrents walh a great 
quantity away into the plains, which proves the 
occajion of a great many peoples livelihood, who 
hhve no other occupation than to look for it among 
the fand and mud, where they find it fo pure, that 
It needs no refining as at Peru 

If you will believe the Chmefe, who themfelvcs 
are credulous to an excel^ their mountains have 
wonderful properqes Some, they fay, arc ever co- 
vered with clouds, while others always continue 
calm and ferene Some produce none but ufeful, 
wholefome herbs, while not a mnl. poifonous weed 
can grow there They affirm, that a hill m the 
province of Xenfi IS Ihipcd like acock, and crows 
fomctimes fo loud, as to be heard three leagues off, 
and that another, m that of Pokicn, moves to and 
fro ^vhen a dorm approaches, like a tree agitated 
With the wind The hwr) heads of others arc 
. covered with a continual froft , and there is one m 
the province of Kiamfi, called the Dngon Tiger, 
bccaufc thcBonzcs pretend (hat its upper part is Ihap- 
cd like a dragon, and fixmsto aflault the lower that 
IS like a tiger 

That 01 Fokicn cfpccally is ailmircd, the whole 
petent of which is nothing elfc but a reprcfcntation 
of^hcidol Toe, fo hugely bg, that its ejes arc 
fcvcral miles broad, and its nofc many leagues m 
length 1 cannot fuppofe it to be a p-cce of Chi 
Vtic wJtkmanfiup, tor the> wouM not certainly 
. ha^'c made i*s nofc fo bg, who lo\x theirs ffiould 
be little, wh-ch the> look upon as a great beaut) 
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The mountain of Xe:^»s no Icfs wonderful,, for 
at the found of a drumTlor any other inftrumfnt, 
it breaths out fire and flames, raife wind, rains* 
ilorms, and what not : and, to conclude, one in 
the province of Huquam has this flrangc proper- 
ty, that it makes thieves fo giddy, that, fhould 
they ftcal any thing on it, it would be impoflildc 
for them to go off with their booty ; whereas an 
cafy egrefs and regrefs is allowed to fiich as come 
thither whh an ho^itablc mind. ** 

China abounds fuch like curiofitics which^ 
fbmc of our phrlofophcis admire, and endeavour 
reduce to natural principles ; but I fhould rather 
advife them to leave that dtfcuffion to t|je Cbi- 
t»de, who, being the aiithors, fhould beft know the 
oaufes of thefe fancied «ffc^b. 

The idUfl; dream, and that to which they give 
moft faith, is. That there is a -dragon of an extra- 
-ordinary ftrength and fovercign power. . It is in 
heaven, in the air, on the waters, and ufuallya- 
mong the mountains. They alfo believe, that in 
thofe mountains live a fort of men which they call 
the Immortal Race, b^-jving "really that they ne- 
ver die 5 and^ fome arc fo infatuated >v»th this ri- 
■diculous opinion, that they wander among thofe 
jocks, and there lofe ^hemfelves in queft 'of im- 
mortality. There are feveral famous grotto*^ where, 
.fome Bonzes lead a very auftere life ; but for a , 
•few that behave themfijves well, abundance, thro* 
their execrable vicys, are grown contemptible to 
perfons of quahty, and odious to the people, who 
only tolerate them thro* a miftaken zeal. 

The moft famous temples are alfo built on 
mountains. Pilgrims repair thither from 200 leagues 
‘Off, and their number is fometunes fo great, tHit 
*the mads are crowded with them. The womeii 
•efpecially are very exa£t in the perfori^ance^of 
Jthis piece of devotion, for having no othef'opjjor- • 
, . 'tunity ^ 
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tumty -of going abroadjf^cy are glad of that pre- 
tence. But thd“e lioly /tjavels being ifomewhat pre- 
judjcial to thdr virtuei, their bufbands arc not over- 
well pdeafe^ at it % therefore only your ordinary 
fort of women undertake thefe pilgrimages ; but 
as for perfons -of quality, they force thSr wives 
aed Into a narrower .compais. 

If after having idewed Acir mountains, we take 
a profpeft of their plains, it muft be confelTed, 
that no art can equal their Jiatmal beauty. They 
are ,all cultivated, and bave nether hedge nor 
ditch, not® fcarce a tree, lb much 'they are afraid 
of lofing an inch of grouhd. In mofi provinces 
they mdte harveft twice a year, and between 
thofe ■^o feafons they fow herbs and pulfe. 

All th? northern and weftem provinces, as Pe- 
kin, Xanii, Xenfi,, Suchven, bear wheat, barley, 
feveral ikinds -df millet, and itobaoco, with bla« 
and yellow peafe, with which tthey iced Jiorfes 
as we do with -oats. Tbofe of ibe fouth, elped- 
ally Huquam, Nankim, and Chekiam, are fruitful 
in rice, it being a low, watery country. The 
bulbaadmcn at ifirtk fow it diforacrly, like other 
oorn, and when it is grown about two feet from 
the ground, they pull at ly by the roots, and 
tranfplant it in a ftralt IpiC in dinall parcels like 
, little fheaves, checquerwife, tlat the ears may fup- 
port each other, and the caficr refifi: the wind ; 
fo that thefe plains lcok^» more like fpaaous gar- 
dens than -a plain field. 

The foil Is proper for all maimer of fnrits it 
bears pears, apples, apricots, peaches, figs, grapes of 
all kinds andcfpechlly cxcdlcnt mufcadincs. There 
are alfo , pomegranates, walnuts, chefnuts, and ge- 
nerally all that ^\-c hare an £urope. Their ohves 
arc different fwm ours they prefs no oil out 
of»th«u. becaufc, pcibafc. they tire not -fit for that 
♦ purpofe, or that the CianefeJiavc not yet thought 


' gS Of the C/Lif, Soilf Cdndht ' Riueri 
of it. Their fruit, ge5,5^1y fjJeaking, is hot neai* 
fo good as ours, bdn^wholly ftrangers to ,the 
art of grafting. But they have three kinds of 
melons, which are all excellent’: The firfl are 
fmall, yellow within, and of a fweet fugat fafte» 
which they eat with the rind as we do an ap- 
ple ; I have not met with thofe any where ' bift in 
the province of Xcnfi. The others are* very big 
and long, the infide of fome are white, and of o- 
thers red ; though they are full of a cooling juice 
which taftcs like fugar ; they never prove fefferi' 
five, and may be eaten during the greateft heats'of* 
fummer, without fear of a furfeit ; thofe are called 
water-melons. The third fort are like pur or- 
dinary melons. 

Befidcs the fruits which they have lit common 
with U8, others grow there wlych are not known 
in Eur^e. The moft delicate they call Letchi, 
and is found in the province of Quamtum. . It 
• as big as a nut, the ftone is long and big, and 
the^ meat on it foft and waterilh, but of a inoft 
delicious tafte. I know not any fruit in -Europe 
that Comes near it. All this is inclos’d in a rough 
' thin rind, and the whole is lhaped like an egg* 
It is unwhoKbme to eat a quantity, and of m 
hot a nature, as to c^fe a man’s whole body to 
break out into pimples. The Chinefe dry it with, 
the rind, and then it grows black and wrinkled ^ 
like our prunes, and fy it is preferved and eat all 
the^ year round, being ufed efpecially in tea, to 
which it gives* a fittle fharp tafte, more agreeable 
than that of fugar. 

In the fame province, and in that of Fokien, 
grows another fmall fruit which they call Lopyen, 
Dragon’s Eye. The tree that bears it is large 
thofe which produce our walnuts. This fruit is 
exaftly round, the outer rind being fmeoth inu 
grey, but as it ripens It grows yellowllh. The« 

meat 
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Tilaat IS white, of a fhyp* tafte, and -very full of 
juxe, and is filter for a* dyfert to thofe who have 
Well dined, th«ai to latisfy the hungry ftomach t 
It IS very cool and e 

The Seze, another kind of fruit jieculiar to China, 
^qWs almoft m all parts of it , of this, ds of apples, 
there are l^eikl kinds Thofe m the ibuthem pro- 
vinces tafte much like fugar, and melt m one's 
mouth In the provinces of Xanfi and Xenfi it is 
more firm, bigger^ and may eafier be ^referved. 
The nnd of the former iS clear, fmooth, traiifparent, 
and of a fhmmg red colour, cfpecially when the fruic- 
IS npe Some ate m fhape like ah egg, but ufually 
bigger., the feeds are black and flat, and the meat 
very watery and almoft bquid, which they fuck out 
at one of the ends "When they arc dried like ouf 
flgs they become raealy, but in timS there grows a 
'fort of a fugadd cruft upon thert, from which they 
receive a moft delicious flavour 

Thofe in Xanfi are, as I ha/e laid, much more 
firm, thar meat bang like that of our apples, but 
of adiffercnt colour Thofe they either gatherearly 
to npen them on ftraw, or dip in fcdlding ^later, to 
free them of an ill foure fdftc which they have at firft 
gathering The Cbinefe are,not over careful of this 
fruit, it being a natural pr®dufl of the earth which 
gro'ns m any foil But did they endeavour to bnng 
It to pafcftion by grafting, I queftion not but it 
might be made in cxccljcni one 

I purpofely omit thar Anan^’s, ,Goya\ es, Coco's 
and other fruits, for which they ire indebted to the 
Indies, and hich have been abundantly defenbed in 
other relations , but I cannot pafs b> their oranges, 
commonly knoy’^n With us by the name of China 
Oranges, 6«aufe fho fifft wc iaw cf that kwd cams 
.from thence The firft and only tree, out of whofe 
*flock 'ill ours arc faid to be produced, is ftiJI pre- 
feryed at Lisbon, in the garden of the count 
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\U* St. Laurence, and \vc Are indeed bcholdiiig,to 
the Portugueze for that ddicious fruit j but thp/ 
brought only of one kind over, tho* there be fcvcral 
in China. , 

That which is moil \'alucd, and fent as ji rarity 
to the Indies, is no bigger than a billiard kill j tho 
rind is of a reddifh yellovr, fine, clear, and very 
fmooth 5 yet the bigger Ibrt feem to me the beft ; 
thofe of Quamtum c^ear\lly arc very agreeable both 
to our palate and condltutlon t Tfiey are commonly 
given to fick people, bang firft foftened wlth*thc 
hre, then nlled with iugar, which, incorporating with 
their juice, nukes a very fweet wholfome lyrup* 
than which nothing can be better for the lungs. I 
know not how to diftinguilh them from thole we 
have m Proyence, and that ere brought from Por- 
tugal, unlefs by their being m^re fom, that they 
we not eafily parted from the rind, neither arc they 
divided into fegraents like ours, tho’ elfe they do 
not differ m fhape. 

When I was at Siam, moll of my countrymeh 
"were tranfported with the goodnefs of certain prangea 
whole rind is rough, thick, almoft all over green. 
They may perhaps be willing to know if China can 
mew any as good. As to matter of tafte, a man 
does not always agree" ^ith himfelf, mucJi lef? can 
lie do fo with others. All I can fay to it is, that 
?ach IS cj^cellent in its kind, and that ufually the laft 
eaten feem bell tailed. • 

Lemons, citrons, and what the Indians call Pam- 
pehmoufes, are very common there, and therefore 
dot fo much regarded as in Europe ; but they, cultn 
vate With a great deal of care a particular fpecies of 
emon-trees, whofe friiit bang no bigger than,a wal- 
round, green and fharp, are excellent 
thele /hrubs they often - 
thejewkh adom their courts and- hafis 

But- 
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• But of all the tre^ ’that grow m China, that 
which produces tallow fe in my opinion the moft pro- 
digious This vety propofition b no doubt furpnfing, 
and, then? being no where elfc any thing li!;e it, v/ill 
feem a pandox j yet thrte is nothing more true, and 
perhaps, my lord, a partiailtr account of the nature 
and properties of fo cxtraordti'ary a tree will not 
be unwelcome. 

It b about the height of our chcrry-trecs, the 
branches are crooked, the lea’.*es Ihapcd^ike a heart, 
,o0 a lively brilk red, its bark fmooth, the trunk 
Ihort, and the head round and aery thick. l*he 
fruit b inclofed >vithin a rind divided into three 
fegments, which open when h is npe, and difcover 
three white kernels of the bignds of a fmallnut. 
All tlic branches are very th»ck of it, and this rntx* 
turc of white and red makes at a diftance the fmeft 
prorpe^k in the o-ld , the fields w here f licfe trees 
are pbntcd, which the)* ufanlly are m a direA line 
ond chccqucr^Mfc, fitewmg a far off like a vaft parterre 
of flower-pots 

But the wordcr b, that thb kernel has all the qua. 
lities of tallow \ its odour, colour, and confiftenc)* ; 
and they alfo make candles of it, rrnang only a little 
oi! when tliey melt it to nr;kc the fmlF more pliant 
If they knew how to pioafy it as a\-c do our tallow 
here, I doubt not but their candles might be rs good 
as ours s but t)jcy make then ven awkwardly. To 
that their fmellu tnjchftrbnger, their fmaak. thicker, 
f rd their light iLmrper than qurs. 
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os cotton, mcreafes the (ftiook, and caufes an 
five fmell. < r 

Among the trees peculiar to the country I am 
fpcaking of, I muft not omit thofe which* bear pep- 
per, not like that which we make ufe of in Europe, 
but another fort of feed endued wth the fame qu/i" 
iities. They grow on a tree like thofe which bear 
Our walnuts, about as big as a pea, and of 
colour, ^vIth little red ftreaks; when they are ripe 
they open <5f themfelves, and difeover a little ftonc 
as black as jet, cafting aftrong fmell very ofTenfTvc, 
to the head, for which reafon they gather them by 
interval^ not being able to remain on the tree any 
confiderable time. Ha\nng expofed thefe grains to 
the fun, they call away the Hone, which is too hot 
and ftrong, and only ufe the reft, which, tho* not 
quite fo agreeable as our pepper, is«howevcr of good 
ufe in fauces. ® - 


That you may better judge of the fertility of that 
■v^ empire, be plcafed, my lord, to take notice, 
that there is no place m the world like it for the 
afaundimce of rcrats and pulfe •, it is almoft the 6nly 
ood of the inhabitants, who omit nothing to have 
. Would be too tedious to give you a 

lift of all thofe difTerent, herbs ; for befidS thofe we 
have here, their ground brings forth feveral others 
mknown to us, on whieh they fet a greater value. 
.Their care and dextenty herein is b^ond all our 
^ideneia performances; and, ft- our walks excel 
theirs they exKed,iis in thdr kitchen ganien. ' 

Iho this common in itfclf, and not worth 

your nohcc, yields no great rarity, I cannot for-' 

» ripeaking of a kind of onions which I havefeen; 

_ ours, but towards the latttr 
leaves bear fomc fmall fila- 
Ki,.,, of which is a white onion Itkt^ ' 

• This does in time produce Ito 

1 • » an thofe a hke head, and lb on, which 


grov; 
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gMW lefs and fhorter as fliey are farther from the 
gtound , the dimenfioiis are fo juft, and the pro 
portions fo exadt, that one would tlnnk them aiti 
ficially doi?e , and it feems as if nature were minded 
to Ihew us that, e\ cn fportuig, it can exceed the Ikill 
of^the niceft at+ift 

If v/hat has been wntten of what they call PetA 
were true, it would be a great wonder It is a kind 
of Lenufar, that grows under water, whofe root is 
faftened to a white mattei covered with ^ red 

divides itfelf into fevcral heads, which,when frelh, 
tafte like a fmall nut I have been aflured that it 
has this property, that it ibftens brafs, a«d as it 
were cenders it eatable, if a piece of the metal be 
pat into the moutli with one of this plant 

This feemed the ftranger to me, becaufe the juice 
which ilTues fron^it is very mild and cooling, and 
not endued with any of thofe corrofive qualities 
which feem neceA^ to work fuch an effedt 
As foon as we were amved at Hamcheu, where 
this Petfi 18 much eaten, wc had the curiofity to 
inquire into the truth of it , and to that purpofc 
took a piece of their money, which \\ as made of 
a very brittle fort of moltai brafs, and ampp'd it up 
In a dice of this root v one of us, who haa flrongcr 
teeth than the reft, bro’ic it mto fcvcral pieces, 
which the others, loath to ftrain their jau-s, had 
not been able to do , but thefe broken pieces were 

hard as e\ cr, which nia3c us think that the root 
Iiad indeed no other aartue, »thvi that bj being 
* wrapp’d round the braft it laved his tcc'h, which a 
piece of leather might Imc done "Wc 

often repeated the experiment at I’Ut 

no Aicttc- fuccefs , fo true rt u 
vonden fhould be hraitl t'vuS^^fort: the) b,S 

"'’^'TwChi vecre no- of itfcfg l?i. tflll irfr'ij 
tn at 1 have rrrefvnted vtlnch^J 
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cut thro* It, were nloiie flifficient to ni^ikc it Tc* • 
but befidcs their great ulefulncfs iti watering the 
countr)’, and farthenng trade, tliey add alfo much 
beauty to it. They are generally of a e’ear, deep, 
and running w’aler, that glides fo foftly that it 
can fcarce be perceived. There is one ufuallyjrt 
every province, which is to it ipftcad of a road, 
and runs between two banks, built up ^ith flat 
coarfe marble ftoncs, bound together by others 
■which Qre*let into them, m the fame manner as 
we ufe to faften our ftrong wooden boxes at’thc 
comers. 

So little care was taken, during the wars, to prc' 
ferve works of publick ufe, that this, tho’ one of 
the nobleft in the empire, was fpoiled in feveraJ 

places, which is a great pity i for they are of no little 
ufe, both to keep m the waters of thefe canals, 
nnd for thofe to walk on who drag the boats along* 
Befides thefe caufeys they have the convenlepcy of 
ft great many bridges for the communication of the 
oppolte fliores , loraeareof ^recj feme five, and 
fome feven arches, the middlerrioft being always 
extraordinary high, that the boats may go through 
without putting doivn their mafts Thefe arches 
are built v/ith large pt^es of ftone or marble, and 
very veil framed, the Supporters 'well fitted, and 
the piles fo fmall that one would thmk them at a 
diftance to hang in the air. There are many of thpfe 
bndges, fo that where’^the canal runs m a 
line, as they ufqalljs. do, it malces a prolpeftive at ^ 
once ftately and agreeable. 

This great canal runs out into fmaller ones on 
either fide, which are agam fubdivided into fmall 
^ ^nviilets, that end at Ibme great town or village^* 

* fometimes they difchar^ themfelves into fome lake 
' or great pond, out of which all the adjacaiC coun^- 
js'watered, fo that thefe clear and plentiful ft’-eairs,' 
erabelUfhed by fo many fine bridges, bounded 
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fuch heat and convenient banks, equally diftributed 
ifitd fuch vaft plains,* covered tvith a numberlefs 
IhliltltUde of boats and bar^eS, and crowned (if I 
fiiay ule die exprelTion) with a prodigious number 
of towns and cities, Whofe ditches it fills, and 
Vijiofe ftreets it forms, does at once make that 
country the moll fruitful and tht moft beautiful in 
the worjd. 

Surprifedj and as it were aftohllbed at fo noble 
a fight, I have fometimes bore a fecret envy to 
,CRina in Europe’s behalf, which muft own that it 
can boaft nothing tn that kind to be compared to 
her. "What would it be then, if that art which ih 
the wildeft and moft uhlikely places has ralfsd mag- 
nificent palaces, gardens and groves, had been enf- 
ploycd in that rich land* to which nature has been 
lavifii of her moll precious gifts ? 

The Chinefefay their cduntry was formerly totally 
overflowed, and that by main labour they drained 
the vrater by cutting it a way thro’ thefe ufeful 
canals. If tnis be true, I cannot enough admire at 
o)ice the boldnefs and jnduftry of their workmen, 
who have thus made great artificial rivers, and of \\ 
kind of a Tea, as it were, created the moft fertile! 
plains in the world. , 

It will fcarce be believed, that men fo ignorant in 
the principles of phyficks, and the art of levelling, 
Vould bring fuch a work as that to perfedlion % yet ic 
is certain that thefe canils were dug by men j for 
they arc ufually ftralt, the diftribution is equal and 
orderly i there are flood-gates made for the rivers to 
let in their aa'ater at, and others to let it out when 
(hey are too full j fo that it cannot be doubted but 
that the Chmefe are only beholding to their own 
ihduirry i&r qhn'-gTttVvWivKnvnvj: 

Aiyiong all thofe canals in the fouthem provinces, 
fln^abovc the reft ts called the Great Canal, bccaufc 
j^ocs tluo* the aaholc country from Canton, which 
’ H 4 lies 
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lie? fouthward to Pelsin, fituated in the mpft 
northerly p^rts of^ the empire. You muft only- 
travel a Ihort day*fi journey by land to crofs the hill 
Moilin, that does on one fide bound the province of 
Kiandl. From this mountain ifTue two rivers j one 
rut^ fouthward s to the fca, and the other north^vards 
as far as the river of Nankim, whence by the yellow 
nver, and feveral canals, you may proceed by water 
to the very mountains of Tartary. 

But, bywreafon in this huge extent of ground, of 
above four hundred leagues in length, the eartli is 
not level, or, hath not a defeent proportionable tp 
the emanation of the waters, it was neceflary to fet 
a great number of fluices a work. They callthem 
3? relations, notwjthftanding they be much 

dutcrent from ours. They are water-falls, and as it 
were certain toments, that are precipitated from one 
Si j another, more or left rapid, according to 
the difference of their level » NW, to caufe the 
barquts to afeend, the;; make ufe of a great eompatiy 
"?r° are maintained for that purpofe near 
f '“Mea to the right 

P Which they raife it by little 

fuch of their arms, till 

to eontTnL > ^ “PP=^ i" “>’d!b-on 

Win ■ ''-hither it is bound. Thi; 

fame labour IS tedious toilfome, and exceeding dan^ 

FhouH'tbe^n'n 'SonderfUlly furprifed,^ 

out man alone, ' 

thfe IftncTPn- gates of our fluices, makes 

afceid mddefcld.”''’'® fccurely to 

where the * 

nication t or channels have no commu- • 

bwtftom^V^"’ J"' forallthat, they n,akc:^,^y. 

ftom the oncto tije other, notwithftat^5* 
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Ing .the level may be different abo\e fifteen feet* 
and'this is the ^vay they go to work At the end of 
the canal they have built a double Glacis, or Hoping 
bank of froftone, which, uniting at the point, ex- 
tends itfclf on both fidcs up to the furfacc of the 
water When the barque is m the lower channel, they 
hoift It up by the help of fcveral capftans to the 
plane of the fml Glacis, fo far, till, being nifed to the 
point, It falls back again b) its own weight along the 
iecond Glacis, into the water of the tipp''r*channcl, 
,w^ert It fkuds away during a pretty while, like an 
arrow out of a bow , and they make it defeend af- 
ter the fame manner proportionably I cannot ima- 

gine hojv thefe barques, being commonly very long 
and heavy laden, efape being fplit in the middle, 
when they are poifed m the air upon this aaite an- 
^e , for, confidenag that length, the lever mxifl 
needs mi^e a ftrange efiTcft upon it , yet do I not 
hear of any ill accident happen thereupon I havo 
pafs’d a pretty many times that way, and all the 
caution they take, when they have no mmd to 
go afhore, is, to tie thcmfclves faft to fome ca- 
ble for fear of being tofs*d from prow to poop 
We meet with no fuch fluices in the grand canal, 
becaufe the emperor’s barques, that are as large as our 
fngots, could not be raifed by force of arm, naj, 
•and would infallibly be fplit m the fall , all the 

q < difficulty confifis iii furmounting thefe torrents, of 
•j^ich I have fpoken , yet* this is what they per 
fuccefsfully, tho’ not vo£hout fome troubk 
nd expence 

Thefe water paflages, as they call them, are n 
* ceflary for the tranfportation of grain and fluffs, 
whieh they fetch from the fouthern provinces to 
^ekin There are, if we may give credit to the 
Chinefe, a thouland ’barques, from eignty to an 
‘ that make a voyage once a year, 
V them freighted for the emperor, without 

counting 
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counting thofe of particular perfons, whole Ittim- 
■ber is infinite. When thele prodigious fleets' let 
out, one would think they carry the tribute of all * 
the kingdoms of the Eaft, and that one of fholc 
voyages alone was capable Of fupplying all Tar- 
tary wherewithal to fubfift for fevenil years j yet 
for all that, Pekin alone hath the benefit of it ; 
and it Would be as good as nothing, did not the 
province contribute befides to the maniteltarice of 
the inhabitants of that vaft city. 

The Chinefe are not only content to 
channels for the convenience of travellers, but 


iravciicjs, 

they do alfo dig many others to catch the taln- 

TTOfpr ..1 /-.It. •- 
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^ter, wherewith they xnrater the fields ifi*tinie c. 
nought, more efpectally in the northern provinces. 
Dunng the whole fummer, you may fee yoUr court- 
^ people bufied in raifing this water into abun- 
ditches, which they contrive acrofs 
the field. In other places they contrive great tt- 
Icfvatones of turf, whole bottom is railed above 
the l^el of the ground about it, to fefvfi them 
m cafe^ of neceflity. Befides, they have every 
where^ in Xenfi and Xanfi, for want of rain, ccr- 
^itr pits from twenty to an hundred feet deep, 
which they dr^w water by an incredible toif. 
Mow, if by chance they meet with a fpring of 
worth obferving how cunningly they* 
hufband it ; they fuftain it by banks in the hfch* • 
€ll plac^ ; they turn 'it here and there an h^ 
dred different ways, that all the country-iTh^^' 
the benefit of it ; they divide it, by draw- 
by degrees, according as every one hath occa- 
lion for It, infomuch that a fmali rivulet, well 
managed, does fometimes produce the fcrtilify pf 
a whole province, 

rivers of China are no lelsconfiderable 
i.scai^a, there are two cfpccially, which ti’CT’U' 
tions have made famous. The firil is called j 
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or Yamye, ■which they commonly tranflate the Son 
of Sea : But I am afiaid they are miftaken ; 
for the letter, with which the Chinefe \vrite Yam, 
is different ifom that which fignilies the Sea, al- 
tho* the found and pronundation may have feme af- 
finity : amongft feveral fignlfications that this letter 
may have, that which they gave it in former times 
makes for our purpofe. Under the reign of the 
emperor Yon, it fignified a province of China, li- 
mited by this river on the north ; and it* is foihe- 
what probable, that they gave this fame name to 
the river, becaufe the prince drain’d all the water 
that overflow’d the whole country into it. 

This flood takes its rife m the pro^ce of Yun- 
nan, crofles the provinces of Suchven, Huquam, 
and Nankim j and after it hath ■ -watered four 
kingdoms, far and* wide for 400 leagues together, 
it difimbogues into the eaft fea, overagainfo the Ifle of 
Cummlm, which was made by the fand and mu 4 
which this river hears along with it 5 the Chi- 
nefe have a proverb amongft them, that lays, 
“ The Sea hath no bounds, and the Kjara no 
“ bottom, d*” And, in truth, in fome places there 
is none to be found j in others, they pretend there 
is two or three hundred fathom water. I am 
nevcrthelefs perfuaded, th<vt their pilots, that carry 
• not above fifty or fixty fathom cord at longeft; 
nftver had the airiofity to found fo deep as ^ree 
^wndred fathom *, and the impoftibility of finding 
bottom, with thdr orfinary ^plummet, is fuf- 
^cient, in my opinion, to incline them to fuch like 


hyperbole's. 

I have many rimes failed upon this river > I have 
moreover diligently obfttved its courfc and breadth 
^fcnivJlIankiru. to the mouth of another river, into 
. which men enfer to purfue their way to Canfon. 

of Nankim tiurty leagues from the fca, a 
IV little 

f/31 -IS* fm «;« /«. 



loS Of the Clime, Soil, Canals, Rivers 
little half league broad j the paflage along it 13 
dangerous, and becomes more and more infamous 
every day for its ftiipwrecks. In its courfe, which is 
exceeding rapid, it forms a great number of ifles, 
^ of them very beneficial to the province, by rea- 
ftn of that multitude of bulrufties ten or twelve 
foot high, that it produceth, ferving for fuel to all 
the cities thereabouts ; for they have fcirce wood 
enough for buildings and ihips. They yield a 
great revenue, and the emperor draws confiderable 
duties from them. • 


The: rivers, which the torrents of the mountains 
do ibmetimes fwell cxtraoidinarily, grow fo rapid, 
that many rimes they bear away the ifles with them, 
or leflen them by the half, and form other new 
ones in fomc* other place ; and one cannot but ad- 
mire to them change place iji fuch a Ihort time, 
ylt as if bv diving they had pafs’d under water 
Irom one place to another. Thefe great alterations 
CO not always happen 5 but there is obferved 
Juch confiderable change every year, that the Man* 
Cannes, left they Ihould be miftaken, get them to 
be mwfOTcd every three years, to augment or di- 
mmiln the impofts or duties, according to the con* 
citmn they are found to be in. 

The fecond river oV Piina is called Hoambo, 
« much as to fay, the YcUow R!ycr, becaufe the 
mth It (weeps ay-ay mthit. efpecially (n times&f 
g gives It that*voIour. I have feen a gr£^~ 

others, whofe waters, at certain feafonsof.^ 

with nime, and fo grofs^- 

and thick, that they rather refcmble torrents of 
mud than real rivers. The Hoambo takes its fource 
he extremity of the mountains that boiuid <hc 
provinceof Suchven in the weft: from thence it* 

^ where it flows for fomc* 

ri.‘ u the great >%'an, at which it re>oa»m/- 
between the provinces of Xanfi and , 
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After lhatit waters the province of Honin, and what 
it hath run crofs one part of the province of Nankim, 
•and flov’cd above 600 leagues into the land, it dif. 
imbogues at length info the eaft fea, not far from 
the mouth of Kiam. I have crofsM it, and coafled It 
in diyers places 5 it is eVcry Where Very broad and 
rapid, yet neither deep nor navigable to ipeak of. 

This river hath In former times caufed great de* 
folation in China, arid they are ftill forced, to this 
veiy day, to keep up the waters in certain places by 
^nd ftrong banks, which notwithftanding does 
. not exempt the cities thereabouts fromt^prehcnlions 
)f inundation. So Itkewife have they been careful 
n the province of Honan, the ground lying ve- 
•y low thereabouts, to furround the greateft part 
3f the cities, about a mile from the \mls, with a 
lerrafs, cafed with tcrf, to prevent being furpris’d 
3y accidents and cafualties in cafe the bank be 
broken, as happened about fifty-two years ago. 
For the emperor, endeavouring to force a rebel 
[who, for a long time laid clofe fiege to the city 
of Honan) to draw off, caufed one part of the 
banks to be broken down, thereby to drown the 
adverfe army. But the relief, he afforded the city, 
proved more fatal than the ftjry of the befiegers 
would have been } the who^ province almoft was 
Irid under water, together with many cities and 
nbuuiance of villages, above three hundred thou- 
fajiQ perfons drowned in t^e metropolis, amongft 
were fomc of our mifliormief, who at that 
lime had a numerous flock of chrillians, and there- 
by loft their church and thar lives. 

The low country ever fince is become a kind of a 
marftf or lake*, not but that they havefomedefign to 
«pair tfiis/oi^, JwffftriAwJ&rfakwg- .is 
vere expenfive. The foveragn court, that takes care 
works, importuned the emperor more 
'‘tM^^ce to fend father Verbieft thither, and perad- 
' ' venture 
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venture, that prince would have confented thereto 
at laft, but he difcovered that the Mandarines nude 
ufe of this pretence, to remove the father at a di-* 
fiance from court, and that their defign was to en- 
gage him in a "difficult enterprize, that was enough 
to deftroy him ; or out of wWch he could never 
have difintangled himlelf with any honour. * 
There is to be {een in China aoimdante of other 
rivers Jefs, famous, but yet more commodious for 
commence and trade. , 

Since they afford nothing uncommon, it wduld be* 
to abuTe your patience, fir, to defcend to the particu- , 
lap. As to what concerns fountains, it were to be 
wHK’d there were more of them, and better. ,*Tis cer- 
trin that their ufual waters are not good, which, 
hath obliged the inhabitants, cipeclally 
ftuthem provinces, to drink it always warm » but ^ 
o^csmCo. warm water is unpalatable and naufcous, 
they bethought themfclves of putting fi>me leaves of 
t ^ it a gufto. Thofe of tea fccmed to • 

be the belt, and fo they frequently make ufe of it-. 

It may be aKb, that God Almight)', whole provi< 
dcnce hath fb univerfiilly provided for the wants of 
his pwple, and, if I may be bold to fay it, for their 
d^ght and plcafur^ would not deprive China of 
tmt which is necetory to life ^ fo that for'to fup- 
ply the defeft of wells and fountains, which the 
nature of the ground hath made every ^ihere. 
laJt ^ brackifh, he hath been plafed to pro^c, 
mat fproes of a particular tree in abundance,cdi^^ 
ieayes ferve not only to purge the waters fnjm thm' 
nowo^ qualities, but alfo to make them wholfomc , 
andpleafant. 

Weareaffured that there arc to be found in China, 
^mongft fountains, fevaal that flow and ebb as rc- 
as the fea doth} whether it be ,that jh»y 
ce^‘ with the bitaa-.h/’ 

fubtcrrancous conveyances and condbi^i*. or'i 
, wKiXb:r« 
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wh^licr it be in parting through certain earths,' 
they are Impregnated with falls and fpirits apt to 
>taufe this fermentation, I leave others to deter- 
mine. o 

Since I have begun to fpcak of the different waters 
of China, I cannot pafs over In rtlence the lakes and 
ponds that are every where almoft to be feen in all 
the pro'wtlces. Thofe, that are produced In winter 
by the torrents from the mountains, lay wafte the 
fields, and tender the whole country during fummer 
^barren, fandy, and full of filnts. Thofe, that arife 
' fi'om fprings, abound in fi/hl and yield a confiderable 
revenue to the emperor by the fait they afford- 
There js one of them amongft the reft, if I be not 
miftaken it is in, Xanfi, in the middle whereof ap- 
« ftnalf ffland, wfewpcopledlvert them^lve% 
during the excefllyg heat, «>oling themfelves, by 
throwing water into the air and making artificial 
rain. They find here a cruft of a certain fait very 
white, and of a pleafant feent, which they continue 
nil the 1 fummer long, with that fuccefs, that the 
fait would be fufficient for the whole province, if it 
•%vere as fait as that of the fea; they commonly make 
tife of it to feafon meat writhal. 

Altho’ I have not feen all thofe famous lakes ia 
China, whereunto biftoriansjaferibe fo many miracles, 
• yet fhall J relate fbmething which I do not care to 
waVant for gofpel i ■which,neverthele{s, wiU let you 
u^erftand, the geirius of tjte country, where people 
give credit to what feeips moll incredible. 

In the province of Fokien therefeonewhofe water 
is green, and changes iron into copper They hive 
built a palace upon the banks of another not far 
dilUnt from the former, in an apartment of which, 
tfrie }icsis of bells every time 

threatens a ftorm There are waters in the province 
o?0'»/ntum that change colour every year. In 
’ in winterthey are very clear j Iriautuma 



1 12 Of the Clime, Soil, Camh, Riverl 
they turn blue, but of fuch a fine blue, that people* 
make ufe of it to dye ftufFs. • 

In that place is to be feen a mountain full of ' 
caverns, whofe veryafpeft is very terrible, in which 
is found a lake of that nature, that,' if one throw a 
ftone ^ into it, one may hear a noife like thunder i 
fbmetime after there arifeth a grofs mift,- which* Im- 
mediately dlflblves into water. * 

But the moft famous of them all is, that bf the 
pro\nnce*of Yunnan. The Chinefe would make 
you believe that this lake came all on the fudden, 
during an earthquake that fwallowed up all tne 
country \rith its inhabitants. This was a juft judg- 
ment upon them for their wickednefs, for they 
were ve^ dUTolute livers. . Of all that were there 
at that time, there was but one child that was faved, 
which they found In the middle of the lake borne up 
upon a piece of wood. 

^ In the ifleof Haynan, belonging to China, there 
IS a fort of water, whether it be lake or fountain, I 
know not, that petrifies fifh, I myfeJf have brought 
over crawfifh, that, preferving their intirc natural 
figure, are fo far changed into ftone, that the clan's 
Md body^ of them are very hard, very folid, and 
little dif^ring from ftope. Thefe wonders of nature 
are not fo far particular China, but the like miy 
be met with elfewhere ; and if one does not credit 
all the Chinefe relate, it is not becaufe there Is foiHc- 
timcs no foundation foi^eheir ftories ; but bccaff^* 

thrv h-iv,* .f *1.. 

afuftxHf^ 


they luve fome^Yhaiiof the air of fable and hr 
twhcal m them, that would make a man e 
the truth itfelf. 


I ^ifh, with all my heart, fir, I were able to ex- 
r ^he kinds of fifh that the rivers and hikes 

umiih them with, as wrcll as thofc that arc caiighi 


their coafts (fo that I might fully fitisfy th» 
fubjeft I have Knr tn i.W 


r undertaken) but to tell 

m, I am not well enough informed to 
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myfelf upon a pirticular relahon of them » I have 
feCn, asfirnslcanguefs, allthcfilh m China, that we 
have inFnnce I have taken notice of a great many 
others that' I did not know, not fo much as their 
names, that is aJJ I can fiy of it befides that I dia!l 
coi^firm to you, what polhbl} )ou may have read m 
the relations touching the fi/h they call the golden 
and filvcr fifh, that are found m divers provinces, 
which are a great beauty and ornament to the courts 
and gardens of great perfons « 

• They are commonly of a finger*s length, and of 
a proportionable thicknefs, the male is of a mod 
delicate red, from the head to the middle of the 
bodyf and further , the reft, together with the tail, 
is gilded, but with fuch a glittering and burnilh’d 
gold, that our real gildings cannot come near it 
The female as wlste, its tail, nav and one part of 
Its body, perfeflly wa/h’J over with filver j the tad 
of both or them is not even and flat as that of other 
fifti, but faftuoned like a nofegay, thick and long, 
which gives a particular grace to this pretiy animal, 
and fets it off, being bcfides perfeftly well propor- 
tioned, 

Thofe, who would breed them, ought to have 
great care, for they are extraordinary tender, and 
fenfible of the leaft injures of the air They put 
them into a great bafon, fuch as are in gardens, very 
d^ep and large, at the Iwttom of which they are 
Avont to place an earth^ pot turned upfide down, 
full of holes on the fides, thet they may retire itito 
It when It IS very hot weather, and by that means 
lhelts,r themfelves from the fun They hkewife 
throw upon the furf-icc of the water fome particular 
heVbs that keep ahvays green, and maintain the 
’coolnefs This water is to be changed two or thre^ 

’ times week, yet ^riftn-WTfter niay’oc put 

.m, ftc^rding as the bafon is emptied, which muft 
be left dry If one be obuged to remove the 
I £ih 
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fifh from one vafe to another, great care muft 
taken, not to touch them with the hand *, all thole 
that are touched die quickly after, or fhrivel up » 
you muft for that purpofe make ufe of a little th^d 
purfe, faftened at the upper end of a hoop, into 
which they are infenfibly engaged ; when they are 
once got into it of themfelves, one muft take heed 
of hurting them, and be fure to hold them ftill 
the ftrft, which empties but flowly, and gives dme 
to tranfport them to the other water. Any gr,eat 
noife,* as of a cannon, or of thunder, too ftrong a 
fmell, too violcnt'a motion, are all very hurtful to 
them 5 yea, and fometimcs occafion their dying ; 

I have obCerved at Tea every time they dLfchkrged 
the carmoOf or melted pitch and tar : befides, they 
live almoft upon nothing *, thofe infenlible worius 
that are bred in the water, or tKofe fmall earthly 
particles that are mix’d wth \ty fuffice in a manntt 
to keep them alive. They do, notwithftandingf 
throw in little balls of pafte now and then, but there 
IS nothing better than a wafer, which fteepy makes 
a kind of pap, of v/hich they are extremely greed/y 
which indeed is very fuitable to their natural delicacy* 
and terdemels. In hot countries they multiply very 
much, provided care bo taken to remove their eggs, 
which fwim upon the wfiter, which the filh moft 
commonly cat : They place them in a particu^p? 
vafe expofed to the and there they prcfeii^ 
them till the heat hatchctlT them i the fiJh come oi^ 
of a black colour/ w^iich fomc of them keep ever v 
after, but it is changed by little and little in other 
colours, into red, white, gold, and filver, according 
to their different kind ; the goM and filvcr begins at 
the extremity of the tail, and expand thcnifclvcS' 
fomewhat more or Ids, according to their particular^ 
difporttion. 

All this, fir, and other marvels of the 
makes us acknowledge the finger of God 
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■where, who for our fikes hath embsli (bed the 
wodd many thoufand ways He ib not only con- 
' tent to enlighten the heavens, and enneh the earth, 
but defcends'into the abylles, jnto the very w iters, 
whers. he hath left fome footfteps of his profound 
wifdpm , and not to mention thofe prodigious mon- 
fters, that feem to be made to aftomni nature, he 
hath hkewift created thoft wondcrnil fifli I b^tno^/■ 
defenbed, -which, as little as they are, yet by their 
lingular beauty are the fubjea of our adhuration, 
'uir^ Tumifh us with fome faint ideas of the greatnefs 
, of the wife Creator 

, Thus I have prefented you, fir, in a compendium, 
the draught, and as it were the map of that coun- 
ty, which I defign’d to give you fome knowledge 
or , thefe are but the outfide, and, i^ I may fo fay, 
, but the body of thlt empire, whofc foul "nd fpirit 
IS difpers’d thro’ its inhabitants Pendventure, 
when you fhall have read what I have wnt to you 
' about It, you w ill be apt to inquire what people t' cy 
be who are fo happy as to rcccn e the createft, f 
and moft fertile portion of the earth for the.r inheri- 
tance, fuch a land, m a word, that it wants nothing 
to make it a real La id of Promife, but to be cult - 
amted by God’s people, and inhabi’ed by r-ue II- 
nel tes indeed If we had 'othng, as the Hebrews 
‘’hack but the red fea and wildcrnefs to go tlirough, 
probably forty years might fuffKe to bring it under 
fubjeftion to the gofp*l ''but that vafe extent of 
feas, thofe infinite and unpraftioabl'' land jouniies, 
that were capable of putting aftop to Mofes and the 
prophets, are a great flop to the zeal of the nii li- 
fters of Jefus Chnft, and Icflen ilic number of liia 
new apoftles 

Oh' that I could, as the Hebrews did, whom 
MedS ffut to difcQt erthe Promifed Land, reprefen*- 
' th^amrtienfe-nehnefs, and moft precious harveftthat 
’ ClAif prcnules to thclabourcts la the vineyards, we 
S ^ I 2 have- 
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have hopes that probably the profpeft pf fuch ^ 
abundant crop might in time prevail with all Europe 
to come and reap it \ at leaft, I hope th^t my tefh- 
mony will not be infignificant, and that the 
than ordinary zeal 'of the foiall company of nuffi- 
onaries, that fhall fucceed me, will make amends for 
the vaft number of thofe which fuch a empire 
might demand. I am, with all the imagi- 

nable, 

* SIR, 

* Tour moji bumble, • * * 

and mojt affeblionate Servant, 

X. J. 

c 

LETTER V. 

To the Mar^uh de Torfi, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, 

Of the peculiar Character of the Chmcfe Hatio 
its Antiquity, Nobility, Manners, and its good an 
bad Sluahttes. * ^ ' 

My Lord, ' “ S 

S Eelng in the employment wherewith the kingt 
hath honoured you, and which you do already 
difchargc ^^ith fo much wifdom, nothing can contn- ' 
butc more to promote you to that high pitch of 
perfcflion, that all Europe experts fi-om you, than i 
the exaft knowledge of the manners and genius O' j 
foreigners, I could imagine no Icfs than that, b; 
orfenng roe to write to you concerning th(^emjin| / 
of China, you did particularly defirc to Icarixv^' i , 
was the charafter of its inhabitants. ' i 
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^Itis tnie, if we judge of the future by preceding 
i^ns, fuch informations would perhaps ftand you 
in no ftead. Hitherto France hath had nothing to 
do vtith thjt people, and nature feems to h.ave placed 
them at fuch a diftance from us, on purpofc that 
we might have no concern with them. But under 
the? reign of Lewis the Great, for whom nature her- 
felf hath fo often changed her laws, is any thing 
impoflible ? Nay, will not Heaven, which feems to 
have employed all nations to make him ^renowned, 
oblige China, as proud and haughty as it is, to con- 
fribute fomething to his glory ? 

It is in all human probability, under your mini- 
ftry, my lord, that we lhall behold the moft flourilh- 
ing and mighty empire of the Weft, unite itfelf with 
the moft puiftant r^m in al! Europe. And perhaps, 
if it had not been^ for this 6tal war, the dire confe- 
quences of which liave expanded themfelvcs as far as 
the extremities of the imiverfe, you would e’re this 
have given audience to the envoys of a prince, ivho 
never acknowledged any other fovereign bcfides 
himfclf in the world. This negotiation, fo glo- 
rious for you, and fo much conducing to the efta- 
bUfhment of religion, which the iniquity of the times 
hath hitherto interrupted, may be hereafter fet afoot 
again 5 and it is on purpofe to difpofe and incline you 
to the fame^tjjat I pr^umc to t^e the liberty, my 
IcAd, to let yi3{f*?Biderftand the charafter of thofe 
who are to be employ^ therein. 

The Chinefe are fo ancient in the world, that it 
fares wth them as to their Original, as with great 
rivers whofe fource can force be difcovered. It is 
necefiary for that purpofc, to look back farther than 
all.our prophane hiftories, for their chronology fur- 
■^afics even the common account of the creation of 
the world. , , , 

It U very true, the vulgar hiftory of that grand 
monareby i| not only duHous, but manifeftly falfe, 

l 3 fot 
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for it cotnputcs forty thouland years fince the foun- 
dation of the empire , but the account, given by Vie 
learned and judicious among them, comes fo well 
confirmed, fo evidently proved, and cl^ablifhed by 
fo conftant a tradition, that one cannot call it in 
quefiion among them, without palling for ridiculous, 
and as they tliemfelves exprefs it, for heretical * 
According to this hiftory, which none' of their 
learned men e\er queftioned, China hath had its 
kings for above four thoufand years, that have con- 
tinued to this prefent time without any interruption 
The fimc family hath not been always fcated upoh 
the throne , there have been twenty two different fa- 
milies, that have produced t>\o hundred and thirty fik 
emperors S veral doctors carry this monarchy back 
fix Wndred years higher j their opinion depends on. 
probable grounds, but we may rejie upon the frft } 
\/hich makes very much for the grandeur and nobi- 
lity of China, fnce five or fix hundred years, more 
or lefs, does not produce any notable diminution n* 
Its antiquity 

Certatn’y, after all the mquines and examinations 
that have been made into this chronology, it is no 
longer left to our liberty to doubt of it, than of the 
biftones that are the authentickly received a- 
mongft us and it ough^ fo much the rather tO be 
believed, forafmuch as it was mcapaW- -v/f adm tting 
any alteration from foreigner=-i^tofafmuch as it 
always cunent amongft^t'fe knowing men of the 
country, for true, fure, and uncont'*ftable, becaufe 
It IS wntten m a Natural, plain, unafFedled ftile, that 
carries with it that air of verity that ever perfuades 
and befides, Confucnls, efteemed for his great ca- 
pacity, fincerity and upnghtnefs, never doubted of 
it , nay, and did even eftabliih his whole docflnnd 
^ereupon, fi\e hundred and fifty years before the 
birth of our Saviour, becaufe his books arc very 
conformable to the holy (cripture, in reference to 
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the age of the firft men , for they aflljre us that 
T«shi reigned an hundred and fifty years , Chinnum, 
an"* hundred and forty * Hoamti, an hundred and 
eleven , Yao, an hundred and eighteen , and fo for 
the reft, always decreafing, conformable to what 
holy wnt teaches us In a word, the eclipfts, ofa- 
fenfed at that time, mud needs happen in effeift, 
which they could not know, but by obfervation, 
and not by any calculations, fince they never had 
exa£t ones All this perfuades us that there is 
little certainty in the prophane hiftofy of the 
yofld, if we can reafonably doubt of that of 
China 

In a word, this empire was involved m the com- 
mon fate of all others, whofc origin is very incon- 
fiderable It (eems probable that the children, or 
grand children, of Noah difpcrs’d themfelves into 
Afia, and at leitgth penetrated as far as this part 
of China, that is moft wefterly, which is called at 
this day Xanfi and Xenfi They lived at the be- 
ginning in families, and the kirgs were fathers, to 
whom a long continuance of years, abundance of 
flocks, and other country paftoral nches added fome 
;iuthonty 

Fohi was the firft that hid the foundation of the 
monarchy , his avifdom, difcretion, his good morals, 
power, jind reputation, which his great age had ac 
qatfed iiimTS^iaiL^them give ear to him, as to an 
oracle he rcgulateaN^^pnvate, as well as politick 
and religious matters, t^much that the ftate was in 
^ very flounftung condition m «i Ihort time , his fub 
lefts poflefiM the province of Honan at firft, and 
lome jears after all the lands and territories that 
are extended as far as the fbuth fea 

JJbat the Chinc% from thar vfjjr 
^onginai; did look upon themfehes as fomething 
‘ riore than other men, like to thofe pnnees, who, as 
foon as they are bom, difcovcr a certain natural 
’ I 4 loftmcfs 
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loftmefs that ever diftmguiflies them from the vulgar. 
"Whether it v. as that the neighbouring kingdoms were 
barbarous, or inferior to them iti point of wifdom, 
I don’t know , but at that very time they laid down 
a maxim of ftate amongft themfelves, To bavg no 
commerce with foreigners and Jlf angers, hit juji fo 
m ich as fhould be necejfary to receive their honiage 
Neither did they court and leek after thefe badges of 
fovereignty out of a fpint of ambition, but that they 
might haye the better opportunit) to prefcnbe to 
ether people of the world laws and conftitutions of 
perfeft government ‘ ' 


So that when any one amongft their tributaries 
f^ed to appear at the time appointed, they c^id not 
obhge him by open force to fubmit.buton the contrary 
had comnalhon on him IVhat do we lofe by it, fiy 
they, fheJiiU remain barbarous ? Since he ts fo avtrfe 
as ’^fdom, be needs to blame nobody hut hmfelf as often 
tohe (hall fail m bis duty thro' paffton or blindnefs 
ihis grave policy acquired the Chmefe fo ‘great 
a reputation, that throughout all the Indiesf all 
i artary and Perfia, look’d upon them as the oracles 
of the world , yea, and the people of Japan had 
iuch an high conceit of them, that when St Xavier 
faith amongft them (altho* Clima at 
that time came fhort qf her pnftme probity ) one 
of the great reafons, they objefted ^a-.n>theiood . 

FT' t'»t mduced them to diftro- 

which at firft might 
probably be a profiable maxim, degenerated after- 
chofen''^! They look’d upon themlelvesasa 

cenfM- ' t^tat Heaven had produced in the 

T)!e rxni . univer/c to give them a |aw , a pco^ 
natioriQ^ ^ mftrutft, civilize, and 

Pitiful m ft fancied other men but as dwarfs and 
P monfters, throwp by into the extremities of 
. the 
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thf earth, as the droft and off fcountjg of nature; 
T7hereas the Chmefe, phccd in the middle of the 
■world, had alone received from God Almighty a 
rational form and fhape, and a true fize T1 eir 
ancient maps are filled with fiicli like figures, and 
'With a great many emblems apt to in^ire that dif- 
daifi they Ihewed of all mankind 

But perceiving the Europeans inftruffled in all 
forts of fciences, they were (truck with aftonifh- 
ment Hovj can U pt^ibly be, faid th<*y, that a 
people fo far remote ftom us Jljould have any wit 
tr capacity ? Jhey have never periifed cur books ; 
they were never modelled by mr laws, and yet ih^ 
fpeah,^ dtfeourfe, and argue aright as we do 

Our workmanlhip , as ftuffs, clocks , watches, 
mathematical mfiruments, and fuch like curiofities, 
furpnfed them dill more , for they imagined, that 
dextrous and expert artificers were no vhere to 
be met with but m Chm Then they began 
to underftand, that we were not fo barbarous as 
they imagined , and faid m a joking way, Tyi 
fuppofed all ether people blind, and that nature had 
bejloived eys upon none but the Chmefe , hut we fnd 
now, that this is not umverfaJly true, if the Lurc^ 
peens do not fee fo clearly as we, they have at 
leajl one eye apiece. , 

^haXTTTak i^^tjceof Ibme Frenchmen fo moved 
ntthis ndiculous*vai?>a^ that they were not maders 
of their palTion , they ^tytlld poflibly have done bet- 
ter to have laugh’d at this vajutj\ or at lead have 
excus’d It, fincci the Chmefe, tiU that time, had 
feen none but Indians and Tartars, and they be- 
held the Wed at a diftance, as we at prefent be- 
held the Terra Auftralis Incognita, and foreds of 
4’ Canada Now, tf at 300 leagues didancc from 
, Qiicbec we found Iroquian mathematicuiis, or Icam 
cd Alkonkins, that could difcovcr to us a nev/ phi 
lofoph) , more clear, comprehenfn e, cad more per- 
^ * fcA 
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fed than ours, we fliould be no lefs blame-worthy 
than the Chinefe, for preferring ourfelves to that 
pie, and for having hitherto termed them Barba- 
rians 

Abating this pnde, you muft confefs that the Chi 
nefe nation hath been endued with rare qualities , 
with a great deal of politenefe in managing the af 
fairs of the world, with great fenfe ana tegulanty 
in their bufmefs, with much zeal for the pubhch 
good, true and juft ideas of government, with a 
gemus, mean indeed as to fpeculative fciences, but 
y et right and fure m morality, which they haue ' 
always preferved very conformable to reafon 
The people principally applied themfelves to t^ 
education of children m their families » they efteemed 
agriculture above all other things , they were labo 
nous to excels, loving and unde-ftanding commerce 
and trading perfedly well Judges and governors of 
cities affefted an outfide gravity, fobnety at thetf 
tables, moderation m houle keeping, and equity ^ 
all their judgments, which gamed love and refpc« 
from all the people in general The emperor placed 
his happmefs m nothing more than to procure it 
for his fulyefts , and looked upon himfdf not fo 
much a king of a mighty ftate, as a father of ^ 
numerous family • ^ 

This charadler of Cttna, my lord»^b?^ I have 
given ) ou, IS not flattenng,^J?- 'nUuhfully deabited 
from Its own hiftory, th^ furr\i(hes us with an lU 
finite number of examples of the confpicuous Wif" 
dom that hath beert fo long the foul that aituates 
Its government ’Tis true indeed, the civil wars, the 
Weak, or wicked kings, and the power of foreigners, 
have from tune to time diftucbed this goodly or- 
der whether the fundamental laws of the ftatq 
were excellent, or the people from their cndlcs 
endued with ^ppy difpofinons, is not materrsl , 
but It IS moft certain, thefc fatal and troublefome 

intervals 
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mtervals did not long continue, if fo be they were 
but; never fo little left to their own di/poftj, 
they flowed again in their former courfe , and we 
ee at this yery day, m the midft of that comip 
ion, which the domeftick troubles and cominerce 
vith the Tartars have introduce, fome footfteps of 
heit ancient prob ty remaining 
I do not pretend, my lord, to enlarge any fur- 
her upon this lubjeft I know very well that it is 
i letter that I have the honour to write tQ you, and 
lot <x hiftory , befides, they are about tranflating 
dto French that luftory which the Chineft them- 
elves have given us , and I am confident it will 
pleafe^ not only by its novelt) , but by the extra- 
ordinary matters it contains 
I thought It enough m this place to draw you out 
the portraiture of ^he prefcnt flate of China, m re- 
lation to the manners and cuftoms of its people , 
I could decypher it m a few words, by telling 
)ou that they hve there as we do in Europe 
Avance, ambition, and pleafure go a great way 
in all their tranfaiScons They coren and cheat in 
trafflck , mjuflice reigns m fovereign courts , in- 
tngu-s bufy both pnnccs and courtiers In the 
mean time, perfons of quality tike fo many mea- 
funSvJp conceal vice, and^dfe out w orks are fo v all 
gu^ccr,— ^ ^ ftranger be not careful to be 

inftrufted conccrniii^j'^lrars, to the bottom, he 
imagines that every th^•c is perfaflly well regu 
latcd Herein the Chmclc refcmble the Europeans, 
m other refpefts they arc wliolfy unlike Their 
countenance, air, language, difpofition, avilitics, 
manners, and behaviour arc not only different 
from ours, but alfo from all that v.c can find m 
'taV iUdicr Jiations of the world 

■\\1thout doub% m> lord, >ou haic taken no 
tic*c of the figures that are mnted upon the por 
telam dilhcs and cabinets that come from China , 

our 
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our pftures in Europe do always flatter us, J)ut: 
thofe of China make them maimed and ndiculQUS. 
'5'liey are not fo ill-favoured as they make them- 
felves : they do not indeed entertain th^ fame ideas 
of beauty which we do. They would have a man 
big, tall, and grofs j they would have him have 
a broad forehead, eyes little and fiat, a fnort 
i\ofe, great ears, a mouth of a middle fl^e, a long 
beard, and black hair. That curious feature, that 
Evely afpeft, that ftately and noble gate and de- 
portment the French lb much efteem, doe» not^ 
ut all pleafe them. He is a handfome man th^ 
fills an elbow chair, that by his fize and bulk 
can look big. As for their colour, they are na- 
turally as fair as we, efpccially towards the North » 
but being the men take no care of thcmfelves, 
travel much, wear upon their^head nothing birt 
a. little bonnet, very inrproper to defend their 
face from the fun-beams, they are commonly ^ 
tawny as the Portuguefe in the Indies : the pco- 
alfo of the provinces of Quamtum and Yun-^ 
nan, by reafon of the cxcefiive heat, and working 
half n^ed, are of a dun complexion. 

As much as the men negledt themfcives in this 
particular, fo much do the women take all the 
care imaginable to ptef^'we themfcives. I anl not 
lure if painting be ufual with^ther 2 >»*d,iTit''I«d^ve. 
been told that they rub every morn- 

ing with a fort of whitarJmeal, which rather fpoik 
than mends their complexion. They have all of 
them little eyes, and Ihort nofes ; in other things 
they come nothing Ihort of the European ladles, 
but their modefty, fo natural to them, doth in- 
finitely fet oif their handfomenefs ; a little collar 
of white fattin, faftened to a veft, keeps thent 
light, and covers thdr neck all over. Their hjmda 
arc always hid in long fleeves ; they tread fortly 
and gmgetly, with thdr eyes upon the ground, 

their 
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their head on one fide , and a man would imagine, 
to “look on them, that they were a company of 
nuns or devotees by profcffion, fet apart and fie- 
^efter’d ftbm the world, only taken up in the 
f^ice of God So that it is obfervable, that cul- 
tom, hath many times more power to perplex and 
trouble jhe fair fex, than the moft auftere and 
ngid vntue nay, and it were a thing to be de- 
fired, that chnftianity were able to obtain fi-om 
chnfiian ladies here, what the prafhce of *the world 
hath for fo many ages infpired into the idola- 
trous Chmefe 

This raodcfty, nevcrthelefs, does not hinder them 
from that vanity incident to their fex , the more 
they are confined, the Icfs they love folitude , 
they drefs themfdvcs gorgeouflj, and ijjcnd all 
the morning m ihakmg themfelves fine, thinking 
they ma) be fecn m the day time, altho% per- 
haps, they are not by any one, but their own 
domefiicks Their head drc«, which ufiialJv con 
fifis of fevcral locks buckled up, interlaced with 
flowers of gold and filvcr, makes but an odd 
kind of a figure But I neither can, nor will, m/ 
lord, gi\e )ou a particular dcfcnption of it, bc- 
caufe, I know )ou do not expeA it from me 
However. I am perfuadfid, if people fliould fee 
th- ’’mod^ ot d :^u n France, they would go near 
to be tempted to q^ui v tlj^t extravagant burden of 
had cloaths which the) wear, and drefs thcmfcl%c3 
after the natnefs and fimphai) *of the Chincfc 
The ladies wear, as men do, a long Uttm or 
cloth of gold vcfl, red, blue, or green, according 
to thor particular fancy , the elder fort habit them- 
fcl>^ca in black or purple » thc> ^ ar, bcfdcs that, 
•■^a kind of furtout, the ficaeswhrxof are extrer ly 
wtde, and trail upon the ground, when thej }i%c 
no ocafion to bold them up B.t that wbi h 
ddLrgudhetS them frwn a*! the women n the 

worU, 
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v/orld, pnd does in a manner make a partciular fpecr^s 
of them, IS, the Uttlene(s of their feet, and htfre 
lies the more eflential point of their beauty This is 
one of the moft wonderful and ftrange* things m 
the world They affec?- this to that degree, that 
they would juftly be ncculed of folly, did nof^ an 
extravagant and ancient cuftom (which, m the bufinels 
of the mode, evermore prevails over the greateft 
convenience) oblige them to follow the ftream, and 
comply vTith the cuftom of the country 

So foon as ever the girls are bom, the nurfeg 
take care to tie their feet extremely hard, that they 
may not grow Nature, that feems to be difpoftd 
for this toimenC, does more eafily buckle "to it 
than one could imagine , nay, one does not pet* 
ceive that their health is impaired thereby Their 
ihoes of fattm, embroidered with gold, filver, and 
ftlk, are extraordinary neat , and tho* they be very 
little, yet they ftnve to fhew tnem as they walk » 
for %valk they do (which one would not be apt to 
believe) and would ^valk a^ day long by their good 
Will, if they had liberty to go abroad Some have 
been perfuaded that it was an invention of the an- 
cient Chinefe, who, to bnng women under a nccef- 
ftty of keeping withm/3oors, brought little feet m 
falhion I have more thin once inqui rejd„ a^JUt it 
of the Chmefe therafclvcs, never hWd 

of any fudh reafon ’Tbefe tales^ fays one of 

them, fmiling, cur fere fathers knew women ioo welh 
as ue dct to belteni*, tLat, m retrenching half of iletr 
feety they could be deprived of the power of walkwgt 
end of longing to fee the world 

If people would have gi\ cn thcmfelvcs the trou- 
ble to ha\e confulted the relations concerning thc‘af- ^ 
and mien of the Chmcfc women, , it would not 
have been fo eafy a matter to impofc upon tke 
calincfs of the ladies of Pans, who entertain^ n 
poor rrcnchwoman the laft year, givuig her all 

« manner 
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luatiT er of relief^ becaufe flic {aid Ihe was an out* 
l^dilh woman, and of one of the beft families in 
China This accident (urpnled all curious perfons, 
and the marqhis de Croifi told me, he would take 
It as a favour if I would examine the truth of the 
ftory 

Chanty^ added he, is no lels acceptable to God, 
altho* It be mifplacedi upon oi^e< 5 ts that deferve it 
not If the bufinefs of giving the money were 
the only thing m queftion, it would be fcarce 
^o>th the while to deteft the fraud where a 
perlbn pretends neceflity but m the cafe befo-e 
lis, the maid faid fhe was a heathen, that fhe 
avas exho'tcd long fince to be converted , that 
fhe underftood rightly, or at leaft pretended to 
tmdcrftand our myftenes , in fine, fhe dcfircd to 
embrace our religicSi , and they were juft upon 
the point to baptize her If fhe be a Chmefc, 
^\el] and good , we have caufe to admire di- 
vine providence for bringing this Ibul from fo 
remote a place, to be admitted into the bofom 
of the church , but if ftie be a Frenchv/omln, 
who, probably hath been baptiz'd from her in- 
fancy, this abufe of the lacrament that fhe is go 
ing to receive a fccond tim**-, is a facnlege de- 
fcrving'^hc fevereft pumftftncnt , of whrh facn 
•legc“^^hofc that her become guilty them- 

fclvcs "V 
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find her, when I appeared ; they fought for hec all 
up and down a good while, and at length unlten- 
ncll’d her, and perfuaded her to make her appearance. * 
^ So foon as I faw her, I liad no need of examlria- 
tion ; the features of lien face, her gate, her feet^ 
Iier whole behaviour betray’d her. She feigrj’d in 
fixiaking French, that fire did not well underftand 
the language; but* befidet that tlte placing of 
the words, which fhe etideavourcd to pronounce con- 
fufedly, ‘was altogether natural, which is fcarce ever ^ 
got by ftrangers, Ihe did allb pronounce, with a grfatc* 
deal of firmnefs, feveral letters not in ule with the • 
Chinefe, which it is impoflible for them ter exprefs- 
After the firft dilcourfes, •! demanded— «r what 
province, and what family of China fhe was* and 
by what ftrange adventure fhe was at fuch a great 
• dlftance from her coxmtry ? ^ om of Pekin ttW* • 
fays fhe, eke metropolis of ihe empire^ bofn in the 
emperfs palace, brought up at court, and daughter 
to prince Coronne : A prince who docs diipofe fo- ‘ 
vereignly every thing ; more mafter, and more 
powerful than the emperor himfelf ; whofe plealures 
are never Interrupted by the cares of publick aff^rs i 
who, being littR concerned at the good or bad con- 
dition of the empire,, confines all his ambition to th^ 
rendering himfelf happy, and to lead an and 
pleafant life. . ‘ 

I emharqited laitb ^fTer, who had a dejign to ' . 
pafs into "Japan, there to ti eat of a marriage for 
In the pajage^ our -jejfel -was attacked by a Holland 
pirate, that took it, and blew tt up\ and brought ine 
away prtjomr. However, the barbaious pirate took, 
fuch care of me, as didfometbmgfweeten tny captivity, 
lofs of my mother bad not reduced me to a dtfeon- ^ 
folate condition, for Jbe died before my eyes \ arid tbs 
fetation of fo fatal an accident, that lay *}ight 
end. day heavy upon fpirit, would fcarce permf 
me to refect upon the many kind offices he did fne. 

c Hr.'er- . 
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Neverthekfs, 7ny condition was not fo dephralle as I 
imagined , the wFlormis Hollander was at length over^ 
*come by a French prnateer I was a fecor^ time a 
eaptive, and^ treated by the new captain with fo much 
huirjhnefs, that I was at that -very moment apprehenjive 
that tny grief might mcieafe^ and that the excefs of 
mifenesfhqt one endures tn this world^is never fo great 
hut one may become ftsll more mtferahle Fhts voyage 
^ets to me the Icn^ejl^mfl dangerouSy and accompanied 
fxnth much furrow and bitternefs At lengtlowe came 
'^Jkpre at a place which I knew not , they brought me 
‘ out of the fhipy andy after they bad dragged me through 
fcveral prevtneesy they harharotijly forfook mcy and I 
found deJlilutCy comforilefsy and without any 
fnpporty in the middle of this great etty^ which I hear 
called Parts 

*Tts truiy Heaven^ hath not quite forfaken me , the 
word Pekin, the only word by which I could make 
known my cot ntryy brought me out of mifery Some 
' ladiesy at the hearing of this wordy were moved with 
tompaffony took me into their hoiifcy and have raer 
finee treated me with fo much charityy that I do not 
know if I ought to complain of fate that hath con^ 
dusted me into fo good bands 

Sh** had mde^jfome caufc to be well pleafed with 
her lot, »»nuch better in than fhe could rea- 

TonabJf expedt The^ treated her as a maid of Come 
*noble family , nay, it v.a in hundred pound to a 
penny but they had given her the quality of prineefs 
Coronne, a name much better krb^Ti in France than 
China, ^vhere this is yet unknown They told me 
•moreover that divcre perfons were impatient to do 
her a kmdnefs, and that Monfieur N one of our 
moll famous wntm, had already compofed three 
'extiaotdmary eloquent letters m her name , one for 
the emperor, another for pnnee Coronne, and the 
' ilhird fo- fomc other ptmec of her familj He hath, 
ittthout doubt, what he deferved from the perfons 
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that Itigaged him in it ; yet I do not believe ^Jiat 

China ■will ever thank him for it. 

For my part, my lord, I do confefs that the bare* 
recital of this adventure appeared to me fomewhat 
fabulous, and carries with it an air romantick enough 
to undeceive thofe, whom an excels of charity had 
not quite blinded. Prince Coronne is a chimera, that 
hath not the leaft appearance of truth iti it. The 
birth of a maid in a palace, where there is none but 
eunuchs,' is ftill more hard to be believed. The 
Hollanders are not at war with the Chinefe, 'an^ it’ 
is not thrir bell way to fall out with them, by af- 
faulting their fhips. 

The Chinefe dames, that fcarce ever d!i:> out of 
their houfes,do not care for undertaking long voyages 
at fea : and the match thw were going to manage 
is no more likely than that t princels of France 
fhould embark at Breft, to fail mto the Indies to 
cfpoufe fome Mandarine of Siam. 

Befides, we know all the vcflels that we have ta-* * 
ken from the Hollanders, as well as thofe that are 
arrived in France from the Indies : we know the cap" 
tains of them, we know theirprizes, their engagements, 
their adventures, and yet we hear not one word of 
what our Chinefe relates. No-w, if fhe be fo unfor- 
tunate as to be found itt the ftreets of Pa.ria^mifei’- 
able, forlorn, knd unknown, Ihc ought not fo much* 
to lay the fault upon our French people, as upon • 
her ill fortune that took no care to place her better 
m this world. . ^ 

^ But to convince all thole who were prefent at our 
interview, ^ I put divers queltions to her about the < 
principal cities in China ; I examined her concerning 
the money, their writing, the charaAers ani^ Ian- , 
guage of the country. She told me Ihe had ofterr' 
^veiled from Pekin to Nankim in lefs than «ihr 05 ^ 

y®» notwithlbinding it Is above three hundred 
leagues from one to another ; that they ufel gold . 

■ money, ■ 
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mOnc) , altho’ gold is no where current through all 
the empire but as preaous ftones are m Europe , 
that the filver com was ftamp*d as ours js, round, 
flat, bearing the emp^or’s arms, with divers figures 
according to the cuftom of eaftem nations, notwith 
Handing the fiber hath no regular figure, they c ft 
It into ingotSjtfaey jredutt it to what form they pleafe 
Without arms, order, or ornament, they clip it into 
great peces, as occafion ferves, and it is only by 
weight, not by the cmperor*s mark, that they know 
1 S value 


I wnt down fome Chincf- ch'-radlers , for fhe had 
boaftcd that /he could read, 'i perfon of her quali 
ty dum not fay the contnry , but the mi fortune 
was, Ihc miftook herWf, and took the paper at the 
wrong end, boldly rcadi^ the I-ttcrs, turned upfide 
down, as if they nad bew right upon the whole, 
that which fhe pronounced had no manner of re’a 
tjon to the genuine fenfe of the ^vntJng At laft I 
/poke Chmde to her, and, for far left fhe m ghc 
ivoid the difficult) , 1 acquainted her that I fpake 
the Mandannc language fo current throughout the 
empire, which they conftantly ufe at the court She 
w‘as fo impudent as to frame fA fmfvre a wH ridi- 
culous ^benfh, but fb littje jnderftood, that it was 
evident fhe had not time enough to make it hang 
well together , fo that, not being able to underftand 
what I faiJ to her, I fhould ha\e been fore put to it 
to explain what fhe meant, it indeed fhe did mean 
any thing 

After this tml and ciaminat on, fhe might blufti 
for fhamc, and ingenuoufl) confef!, tlie impofturc , 
but fhe ftiU keeps up her con\ crfation without being 
conccmcil, and wth fuc*i an a r of confidence, that 
would make any one judge that ih s China romance 
-was no*- ihc firft for, fhe had mdc 
. I thought, m) lord, that >011 wouk! l>e very gUJ 
to be acq U7-» ted vn h this » befides (hat it mav nf • 

* K 2 lord 
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ford you fomo plcafurt, it mil alfo forve to let v6 

undbchwi 

luuft needs be brazen-fte'd, when under the bor 
r “ Chmefc (he pretends to impofenp 

(houi? fate y™ "’“y be willing 1 

Ihould take up my former difeourfe agnin Tht 

Sentf"'’ “"=7 where elfe, are tS Juci 
JlnZl ^ * •’’'y 'bwe their heads 

^1 over, except behind, where they let as much 

d^nST^ n '°"S trefsT^They 

bonnef nr ^ Continually a 

ThL h P’ "''®'y putting off. 

feaSs ofX‘ 'be different 

mer is iffo^ which thev ufe in fum- 

L of a cone, that is to lay, round and 
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a prettv farrin'' J"”"'- I' « bird within with' 
irmt wrv '°P '“'^eted mth a very fine ' 

S S ” the country. bTmcs ‘ 
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province nf Qnik comes from the i 

S cows E£“WS upon the legs of I 

give ita tmeh’.r*' . “i"'”' “ white, but they Jl 

filfc. In it dearer than the fined t 

withafahTcr *^n- ^ wear a plulh cap^ bordeftd*’,, 
blackofo'Jbx-fkins the reft is of a cu*„s fttdn, 

"t purple, covered with a great flake of ted-^ 
t' filfc, , 
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the French *, in fourteen hundred years^ •ivhich is^ as 
long as the monarchy bath continued, there have hen 
above fourteen hundred modes. So that ferhaps there 
is not that habit in the •world, that fhould feem Jlrange 
to you i and all that lue can fay, •when any mode that 
is prefented to you dtfpleafes you, is, that it ts out of 
fajlsion. 

true, the Chinefe nre not To fickle as we, but 
they have carried on things to another extremity > 
for, rathei than forfakc their ancient habit, they re- 
newed a cruel war againft the Tartars *, I, and the^ 
greateft part of them chofe rather to lo^ their heads 
than their hair : but of all tlie excefles in point of 
mode, none is more phantaftical than this how 
ridiculous foever the Chinefe may fear to look, after 
they have parted mth an head of hair, yet they 
might be convinced that a man,v»hofe head is lopp’d 
ofl^ is worfe disfigured. However, we muft grant 
that the conftancy of this people is admirable, for, 
■when the Tartars attacked them, they had kept 
their habit for above two thoufiind years, which can 
be afcrlbed to nothing but the good order obferved 
in the empjre,the government of which hath always 
been uniform, where the laws have been exaftly ob- 
ferved ill the Icall pimflilio’s. 

But as I am perfuaded thefe ways would not 
pleafe all our French people j fo the modes, of 
which we are fo fond, do not appear fo handfem® ‘ 
the Chinefe as we imagiiie } but above all, th^peri- 
wig does ftrangely tjin in th^r mind j and they look 
upon us as a fort of people, who for want of a beard, 
■would get an artifiaal one clapp’d to the chin, that 
fhould reach to the knees. This phantaftical head- 
drefs, fay they, andthat prodigious heap of curlecl 
hair, are proper upon the ftage for a man that would 
reprefent the devil •, but has on the ihape of a'wU’y 
when he is thus difgmfed ? Thus the Chinefe p<^ 

> . ^ litenels , 
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li^enefs will go near upon this article alone to ar- 
raign us of barbanty 

They have Jikewife much ado to be perfuaded, 
that long thanks difco\ered, with a ftockm drawn 
ftrait, and narrow breeches, look handlbme, becaufe 
they are accuftomed, to an air of gravity that gives 
them other conceptions They would fooner be re- 
concilechwith the figure of a magiftrate fliaven, with- 
out a penwig, who fhould m his lawyers gown go 
booted, than with all that gaiety of attir^that makes 
out* cavaliers have a fine ftiape, an eafy and fine 
^]^te, a qiuck and difingagcd carnage , which will by 
no means go down with them This ndiculoufnefs 
pleads, and one is oftentimes offended at real pret- 
tmefs, according as prejudice or cuftom have differ- 
ently changed the imagination , there is notwith- 
flandmg m all thefe modes fome other mtnnfick real 
beauty, which n^ed fimpliaty, which nature m her 
innocence, and exempt from paffion, have mlpired 
into men, for the necefllty and convcniency or life 
Altho’ perfons of quality obferve cxaftly all the 
formalities and deccnacs fuitablc to their ftate, and 
never appear uncovered m pubhek, how great foever 
the heat be, yet m private, and among their fnends, 
they afiiime a freedom even to a fault , thej ever 
atid anon quit their bonnpt,* furtout, veft and fhirt, 
refcrving nothing but a fiiiglc pair of drawers of 
white taffaty, or tianfparcnt Imncn , which is the 
n/ore furpnfing, becaufe-they condemn all mkcilncfs 
in p»ffurc 5 , and arc cn cn offended that our ^ngra 
acts reprefent men av;th t^ctr arms, thighs, and 
fhoulders uncovered , they fTm to be m the nght, 
for being difplcafcd at thcunchnffnn hfenfeot our 
workmcni but >ct they arc ridiculous to bhme that 
upon a piece of hnnen or paper, which the) pn^jfc 
^hcmfcUcs with fo much liberty and undcccnc) in 
thrr own proper perfons 
•As for the a-ulgar, the) tranfgrcCs in that refpea 

all 



3^8 Of the peculiar CharaSier 
all the bounds of modefty, e(pecially m the (buthem 
provinces, where watermen, and certain other han- 
dicrafts men, are impudent to the higheft degree , 
and in truth the moft barbarous Indian?, notwith- 
I^andtng the climate feems to excufe them, appeared 
to me m this refpcft left barbarous than the Chinefe , 
almoft: all the artificers and infenor tradefmen go 
along the ftreets v/ith fiogle drawers, withbut cap, 
ftockms, or fhirt, which makes them much tanned 
and fwarthy In the northern provinces they 
a little more rcferved , and the cold, m fpite of 
their teeth, makes them modelV, and kec-p within 
bounds 

After having deftnbedto vou the modes of 
perhaps you may be defirous, my ford, that I {hould 
fpeakof their ftuffs What I have obferved of them 
jn general IS this, their filk, without queftion, is the 
iineft in the world , they make of it in many pro- 
vinces, but the bell and faireft is to be found in that 
of Chektam, becaufc the foil is very proper for mul- 
berry trees, and becauft the air is endued with a 
degree of heat and moifturc, more conformable to 
t le worms that make it Every body deals in it> 
and the traffick of it is fo very great, that this pro- 
vince alone is able to fupply all China, and the 
greatell part of Europe <■ 

Yet the fined and faireft filfcs are ■wrought m the 
province of Nankim, the rcndevouz of almoftuill 
the good workmen It is there that the emperbr 
furnifticth himfelf witlj the filks fpcnt in the palace, 
and with thofc he preftnts the lords of the court , 
the filks of Quamtum, notwithftanding, are valued 
abo% c all among ftrmgers , and the filks of this 
province are alio more filcible, and go off* better 
than thofc of all the other pro\mces of Qiina 
AUho’all thefe filks htve fomcrcfemblancctooun^ 
yc* the v-orkmanlhip hath Ibmcthing in it thatmakes 
a difftrtnce I have there (ctn plufti, vd\ct, ti/Tuc'of 
' gold. 
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gold, fittHi, taffaty, crapes, and feveral others, of 
which I do not fo much as luiow the name in France, 
that which IS the moft current amo rgft them is called 
Touanze ^ it is a fort of lattm, ftronger, hut not 
fo glofly as ours, fomeumes Gnooth, and fometimes 
diftinguiflied by flpwers, birds, trees, houfes, and 
ftiady groves 

Thefe Bgures are not railoi upon the ground by 
a mixture of raw filk, as our ^varkme^ are ufed to 
do in Europe, which makes our work not fo dura 
b’e , all the filk m thefe is twifted, and the flowers 
are diftinguilhed only by the difference of colours, 
and fhadowing , when they mix gold or fljver with 
It, ^it does much refemble our brocado, or flower’d 
filk, but their gold and filver is avrought after a 
manner particular to them alone , for whereas in. 
Europe wedraiv the gold as fine as pofflbly it can 
be twifted with^he thread, the Chmefe, to fave the 
matter, or becaufe they did not bethink themfelves 
of this tnck, fatisfy themfelves to cild or flJver over 
n long leaf of paper, which they aTtenvards cut into 
little fcrowls, whcran th^ wrap the filk 

There is a great deal of cunning therein, but this 
gilding Will not laft long, ivater, or even moiftne/s 
itfelf, will tamifh the fpl-mdor of it quickly , yet for 
*ill that, when the pieces cbme out of the workman’s 
hands, they are very fine, and one would take them 

t ir valuable pieces Sometimes thej are contented 
nly to put Ulto the ptoccs thefe little fcrowls of gild 
cd paper, without rolling them upon the thread, and 
then the figures, altho’ prdlty and finely turned, do 
not laft fo long by far and the filk thus flower’d 
IS at a lower rate 

Amongft the different figures they rep refent, tJi-' 
dr^on IS moft ordinaiy , there be two forts of 
rthem, one, to which they make fixe chus, called 
I^m, IS only ufed upon the ftu/Ts defignM for the 
pjnpcror, this is his arms, which Tohi, founder of 
^ * the 
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the empire, firll took for himfelf and fucceflcf^ 
above four thouf'-nd years ago. The fecon^ ^or^of 
dragons hath but four claws, and is named Mam. 
The emperor Vouvam, who reigned t\vo thoufand 
«ght hundred thirty two years ago, ordained that 
every body might bear Ae fame ; and, fmce that 
time, the wfe of it is grown common. 

They make ufe of another kind of (luff in fum- 
mer, which the Chinefe call Cha ; it is not lb clofe, 
nor hath fp good a glols as our tafFaty, but much 
^nore fubftantial i altho* feveral people delire to hhve^ 
it fmooth and even, yet moft wear it powdered 
with great flowers pierced through, and cut like 
your Engiifh lace } and many times thefe piercings 
arc fo numerous, that one can fcarce dilcem the body 
of the lilk. The fummer ^rments are extraordinary 
convenient, and wonderful neat, Ip that all perlbns 
of Quality ufe them j belides the tafFaty is not dear, 
a whole piece, enough to make a Jong veft and 
furtout, wiU not amount to above two guineas. 

The third is a. particular fort of tafFaty, that 
ferves for drawers, Ihirts, linings, they caJ] it 
Tcheouze ; it is clofe^ and withal fo pliant, that 
fold, double. It, and fquecze it with your hand, as 
long as you pleafe, you can fcarce ever rumple it. 
It is fold by weight, and is^fo ferviceable, that they 
W-alh it as they do linncn, without loling much of 
its former luftre. 

Befides the ordinary filk of which I but now 
fpoke, which we knoiy in Europe, China hath of 
another fort, which you meet with in the province of 
Quamtum. The worms from which they take it 
are wild, they go to feek for them in the woods ; 
and I am not fure, whether or no they breed them 
in houfes This lilk is of a grey colour, void of 
any glofs, fo that thofe, who are not well acqu'unted'" 
wth It, take the fluffs that ire made of it for red 
linnen, qr for one of the coarfeft druggets ; y^ 
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for* all that the^ infinitely value it, and It coils 
^ more than fattin, they call them Kifin Tcheou ; 
they 'wDl endure a Jong timej tho* ilrong and clo/e, 
yet they do 'not fret j they waih them as they do 
linnen 5 and the Chinefe aJTure us, that fpots cannot 
fpoil«them, and that they do not fo much as take 
^ oil itfelf. . 

Wool is very common, and wthal very cheap,' 
efpecially in the provinces of Xenfi and Xanfi, and 
Suchyen, where they feed abundance of flocks, yet 
do not the Chinefe make cloth. That of Europe, 
wherewith the Engllih fumilh them, is highly 
cfteemed ; but, by reaibn they fell it much dearer 
than Ae fined filks, they buy but little of it. The 
h^andarines make themfelvcs ftudying gowns for the 
winter of a kind of coarfe mflet, for want of better 
JToth. As for drt^gets, ferges and tammies, we 
fcarce meet with better than theirs i the Bonzes 
wivesdo commonly work them, bccaufe the Bonzes 
make ufe of them themfid ves j and there is a great 
trade driven of them every where in the empire. 

Bcfidcs cotton linnen, that is very common, they 
ufe alfo for the fummer nettle linnen for long veils ; 
but the linnen which is the rood v.ilued, and is to 
be ibund no where clfe, is calkd Copou j bccaufe it 
^ made of a plant that the people of the country 
call found in the province or Fokien. 

lt/)s a kind of creeping ihrub, whofe leaves are 
much l^'gger than ivy-lcavcsi they arc round, 
fmooth, green within, whitifrt, and cottony, or 
do^vn)\ on the outfidc; they let them grow and 
fpread along the fields. There be fomc of them as 
thick as your finger, which is pliable, .and cottony as 
its leaves arc. When it begins to dry they* make the 
:^«wcs of it to rot in water, as thej' do flax and hemp ; 
they always peel off the firft Ikin, which the)*’ 
th^o^^a^v3y •, but of the fccond, which is nnich^morc- 
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fine and delicate, they divide it by the hand Bifo 
very fiender and very fmall filaments, without b«t- ^ 
ing or fpinning it, and make that linnen of which 
I fpake •, it is tranfparent, pretty fine,' but fo cool 
and light, that one would tmnk he had nothing on 
]u 5 back. ' 

All perfons of quality nwke long vefts .of it du- 
ring the cxccfliVe heat, with a furtout of Cha. In 
the fpiing and autumn they put on Kien-tcheou, and 
Touanze m winter, that is to fay, coarfc /attitjj of 

flowered filk. Grave pcrfons defire to have it plak,* 

otliers wear it flowered ; but nobody, except the 
Mandarines In the aflemblies, or upon certain folcniti 
vlfits, ufes filk flower'd with gold or filver. TKfc' vul- 
gar, that ufually habit thcmfelves in coarfc l^en^ 
dy^ blue, or black, quilt it with cotton, or line it 
with fheepfkin during the cold \/cather » but grei^ 
perfons line their vefts and furtouts with the noble 
Iklns of fable or ermine, fox or Jamb : they ufc 
alfo for 'the fame purpofe plulh and petit-gris. 

Becaufe ermine is very rare in China, they con- 
tent thcmfelves only to bolder their vefts and e.x- 
tremity of their fleeves with it; that, * which I have 
feen, did ' not appear to me to be of a fair wWte. 

Sable is pretty well knowc in Fiance, but 
lefs common there thafi in China, where ail the 
confiderable Mandarines wear it ; one fkin oi^y of 
a foot long, and between 4 and 6 inches fe^ad, 
(for the -f animal is but fimll) will fometii^es coft 
10 crowns ; but w},cn one choofeth tome of the 
fineft for a compleat habit, the whole lining of a 
veft will coft between 5 and fioQo Itvres ; yet 
one may have a pretty handfomc one for 200 
piftoles. 

FoX'lkins are likewife much ufed, thofe who. ^ 
w'ould be magnificait take nothing but the belly 
of this animal, where the hair is long, fine, umd 
» fofteft } 

•J- 7h^ call It Tiioebu. 


• 7?o eeli ,t lo Chu. 
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foffeft , and, of a great number of fmall pieces patch- 
ed together, they compofe an entire lining, which 
for the veft and furtout comes to a matter of 5 
or 600 hvre5 

There are alfo feveral other forts of furs that 
Tartary perhaps fupplies them withal, which the 
Mandarines make u(e of to fit upon the ground, 
elpecially at the palace when they wait, and ex- 
pedt the time of their audience They put fome 
of them alfo under the qmit, not only to heat 
the bed, but alfo to take away its dampnefs Be- 
fides, there is another * fiir of a particular fpecies, 
that IS perfedlly handfome and fine, the hair of 
It isHiong, foft, and very thick fet , it is of a pret- 
ty whitifti grey mixed with black, ftriped with 
■black and yellow lifts, as thofe of tigers , they 
•Stiake great wintei»gowns of them to wear m the 
city, putting the fur on the outfide, fo that when 
theMandannes are thick and fhort (which is very 
common with them) befides two furs underneath 
for the veft and furtout , when, I fay, they have 

1 >ut on their back one of thefe furred gowns with 
□ng hair, they differ but a little from bears, or 
from the aiumal of whom they borrowed the skin, 
altho* in this condition they think themfelves to be 
very genteel, and to ma^e a graceful figure 

all the fumngs, the moft common are lamb- 
They are white, ^owny, arfd very warm, 
but bv^henfome, and, at firft, of a ftrong fmell, 
in a manner like thofe grearj"* gloves thit fmell of 
oil I wonder they bring not up the mode in 
France , thole, who delight tn flender fine /hapes, 
'•would not fubmit to it, yet othenvife there is nothing 
more genteel, nor morp convenient for ^/Jnter 
—UppnJhe whole, ft great caution’ oe not uleb, ali 
‘th^e furs are eafily fpoJed, efpecully in hot and moift 
couatnes , worms breed m them, and the hair fills 

* oiT 
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of : to prevent them, the Chinefe, fo foon ^ eVer 
the fummer approaches, expofe them to ■the<ur, 
for for fome days, when it is fair and dry 
ther ; then they beat them with fticlcS, or fhake 
them often, to get out the ^uft ; and when they 
have inclofed them in huge earthen pots, ‘into 
which they throv/ corns of pepper, and ©ther bit- 
ter drags, they ftop it up very clofe, and there «t 
them lie till the beginning of winter. 

Befides their ufual garments, there are yet .two ^ 
forts that deferve to be known : They put on one 
to defend them from the rain j for the Chinefe, 
who delight in travelling, (pare for no coft 
commodlouCly v they are made of a coarfe^ t^ety, 
crafted over with a condenfed oil, which is in 
of wax, which, being once well dried, makes the^ 
ftuff green, tranfparent, and cxtAiordinary genteel . 
They make bonnets of it, vefts, and furtouts, that 
refill the rain for feme time ; but it gets thro* all 
at laft, unlefs the garment ^ a choice one, and 
carefully prepared. The boots are of leather, but fo 
little that the ftockins are fpoiled at the knee, except 
one be a horfeback, like the Tartars, with their legs 
doubled up, and their fttrrups extremely ftiort. 

The mourning habit hath alfo fomethlng oddv'tW 
it. The bonnet, vefts, fiutout, ftockins and boots 
are made of white linen, and from the prince tA the 
moft inferior handiemfts-tnen, none dare wear ufy . 
of another colour. In clofe mourning the f>onnet 
feems phantaftick, anU very difficult to be reprefent- 
ed i it is of a red and very clear canvas clot!}, not 
much unlike the canvas weufe for packing up goods. 
The veft is kept clofe with a girdle of canvas j the * ' 
Chinefe, in this pofture, do at the beginning affetfl 
a carelefs behaviour, and grief and lorroj*o»/'e(».nfa.. 
painted all over the outward man j but, all»-belng no- 
thing but ceremony and affection with them, 

cafily put on their own face again 5 1 'hey can laugn 

. and 
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an^ cry both In a breath ; for I have feen fome 
lauffh immediately after they had ihed abundance . 
of >9trs over the tomb of their fathers. 

Berhaps, .my lord, you may have the curiofity 
to Know, after what manner the miflionaries, who 
labour about the conrerfion of the infidels, are ha- 
bltecf ; the laws, that fuffer no foreign mode to 
take place, determined the firft jefuits to take the 
garb of the Bonzes at the beginning i but this 
garb, tho* grave and modeft enough, wrs fo cried 
iowiT by the ignomnee and irregular life of thofe 
wicked pnefts, that that alohe was fufficient to de- 
prive us of the company and correfpondence of 
honej^ people. 

In effeft, nothing was lb diametrically oppofite 
to religion ; fo that, after a long deliberation, they* 
thought it more /dvifable to take the ftudent’S 
habit, which, together with the quality of Eu- 
ropean doAor, did capacitate us to ?pe» to the 
people with fome authority, and to be heard by 
the Mandarines with Ibme refpeft. From that ve- 
ry time, we had free accels every where, and God 
did lb fiir TDUchlafe a blcfling to the? labours of 
our firft miflionaries, that the gofpel in a Ihort time 
wasrpro^^ated with conliderable fuccefs. ) 
--i&ut in the late revolution of the empire, thefe 
fathers, as well as the Chinc/c, were forced to 
gOyJi^ted in the Tartarian falhion, as I told 
you.'^Vhen we ylfit the Mandarines upon accotint 
of religion, we were forced to ,wear a veft and fiir- 
tout of common filk ; but at home, we were cloth- 
ed in faige or painted lumen. 

I So that, my lord, prcfervmg as much as lies In 
us the fpirit or poverty fuitable to our «mdition, we 
aideavour to heceme all tba-gs to all men, after the 
6j3i55Jsr^mple, that etc rwiy the more eaftly •win 
ever feme to'^efus Clrtfi\ being perfuaded, that, as 
to }*¥hinIonary,i^e garment, diet, manner of living, 

^ L and 
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and cjitcnor cuftoms ought all to he referred to ihe ' 
great defign he propofes to himfelf, to convert 
whole earth A tnan muft he a'Barbanan'WitluMr- 
barjans, polite with men of parts,' audeie and r\ 5 id 
to excels among the Indian penitents^ handfomeljr 
drefs’4 in Chiin, and half naKed in the Wildetnefs 
of Madure, to the end that the golpql ^Iwaya 
uniform, always rmalterahle in may the mbre 

eafily mlinuate itf^lf into the minds of men whom 
tn holy cdmplrance and conformity *to cuftomSj, re- 
gulated by thnftian pnidence, have alre-idy pr? « 
poflefs’d in favour to us I am, ^rith Uic-mbll 
pthfound rcfpeft, . 

iV^ Urd; ^ \ 

J Tourmifihymhlt, 

and mojl 't/hedtent Serianti 

L Jt 
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Of the Qeeonaviy and Ma^aifeence of the Chincfe- 
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u liliderss^ 

i^l'TlIE camcft dclire I have obferved 
^ JL S*^ec, to be fullj^ informed of th<^ prefent]^ 
Bate ot the mifliont in China, hath been an infinite , 
fiitHfidlfon to me but I confefs, Iivasa little fur* 
pnfed, that, iihcn this nciv v,orld abound? wnh fo 
many cimofittcs, )ou fhould chicfi> defire an af 
count of the Clunefc gallantry and magnificence 1 
hiiow very -well that this is the ufual^ubjcft,^of 
d fcmirf- among the bdics, *ind I couVi h-ivi. aJ ^ 
moll exp-^fted no more -from any wthcr of 

■in j "v 
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*• 'Bi'itfor'ydu,' madam, wfien I ha^ the honour to 
H|ep*^u, ' I l^re prepar^ materiaJs of 3 quite di/Te- 
jpit'nature : I'.made account you would difcourf? 
with me* concerning the ingenuity, fciences, and po- 
litenersHof this p^ple‘:.and whereas travellers do 
Irtually 'affefl:* to prefer what they have feen a- 
uiongft to that which is found in their 

native foil,'‘I^fe^ myfHf, that 1 could fincere- 
ly^iknd fafely tell you, that the Frepch ladies (I 
mean^ thofe, -who like you have raifed themfelves 
^bdVel^Kofe^ toyHhrcaresJ that do in a manner 
totally jjjofTefs (the (fair fex) have more wit, capa- 
ciw^iand ti ' more' ratfed getjius, even in the folid 
ttml fubftantiali'fciences,* than all the great dodlors 
'that empire 9 tfoi% as for politenefV, I can fcarce 
belieW; madamj'that -you can doubt ofit, fmee 
■olid’ n|eJ?d' nbtdft 'accomplHhed wth half the po- 
lltehels you areLmiHrefs x>C to deface and ecliple 
the hroft? polite? courtsf of the Eaft. - i 

Jihee, either by chance, orty your own choice, 
f^it'have been pkafed to conhne yourfelf to another 
fdbjc?!, and that' ybu delire a methodical account of 
•whatil-hhve-had the honour to relate to you of 
it i 1 1 fhall obey i’ou, madam, not lonly with that 
profound refpeft I owe toyouf quality and merit, 
hut alfo'with all thb'tentuncnts of gratrful acknow- 
which the many honours and favours,! have 
iroceived from yoUrigrace, cati jnlpirejnc with. . 

Chliicfc'comefarfhoTt of. us inthe magnifi- 
cence of thoir'houfts, befided that, 'the architeSure 
is ngt beautiful, nor the apartments ’Ipacious, they 
do not (ludy to adorn them, und fhat chiefly for 
two rcafons : The firll is;'Bccaufc ah tht palaces of 
the Mandarines belong lo the emperor, he lodges 
4 and in tome places* (I cannot fay in 
nil) the^p^xjple fumilh them. The people,’ to be fure, 
flsii plwajVat ns little expenee ^as-they.cnn, and the 
Mandarines not care to nmthemfclres by fur- 
^ “ nifhuig 
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nithing palaces, that they are every day in ^nge^ 
of fbrfaldng, becaufe their places are properly, notlr^g? 
but commilTions, which are many times taken aw^ 
upon the leaft fault. . ‘ ‘ e 

The fecond reafon is fetch’d frpm the cuftom_ of ^ 
the country, which does not allow to jecfive’^hits 
in the inner part of the houfe, but gplf at the en- 
trance in a Divan they have con^rl^m for the cere- 
monies. is a banqueting-houfe all open, that 
hath no other ornament befides one lingle order .of 
columns of wood piunted or varnilhed, which they ' 
ufe only to uphold the beams and timber, that 'often 
appears under the tiles, nobody taking care to coyqjit^ 
vntha deling. So that it is no wonder if they retr^Cn 
all the fuperfluous ornaments of their apartments^^ 
feeing foreigners and ftrangcrs fcarce ever fct foot 
in them *, they have neither lookin^-glafles, tapeftr;^r 
hangings,' nor wrought chain : gildings are not ui 
faftuon, faving only in fome of the emperor’s or 
prince of the blood’s apartnients. Thdr beds, which 
amongft them are one of the principal ornaments, 
never come in fight \ and it would be a piece of grofs 
incivility to carry a ftranger into a bed-chamber, e- 
venwhen you pretend to IView him your houfe.; 

Infomuch that all thdr magnificence may be redij^ 
ced to cabinets, tables, vamiih’d skreens, fome pic- 
tures, divers pieces of white fattin, upon which t^em 
is \vrit in a large charaftcr feme fentence of moraiit^ 
. which is hung here and there in the chambp", to- 
gether wth fome vefiEls of porcelain ; neither have 
they occafion to ufe even them as we do, becaufe 
there is no chimney to be fecn in the chamber. 

Neverthclefs, thefe ornaments, if skilfully mana- 
ged, are very fine and beautiful : vamUh,^ which 
is fo common m China, is difpers’d all over 
all colours, they mix flowers of gold , and mver 
• ^th ir^ thw paint men, mountains, palac.^, huntings, 
-birds, combats, and fevenl figures,'**that makc^ 

bafs 
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bafs relief in the work, and renders it extremely 
Weapflg and delightful, fo that in this point the 
C^mefe make a great fhow wth a little charge. 

iBeltdes ^he brlghtnefs and luftre which is the pro- 
paty of vamifh, it hath moreover a certain quality of 
p^ferving. the wood upon wluch it is appllw, efpe- 
cially if^they^o not mix any other matter with it. 
Worms do no^^jflly breed in it, nay, and moi- 
fture fcarce ever penetrates it, not fo much as any 
fcent can fallen to it j if during meals there be any 
greafe or pottage fpilt, if it be prefently wiped with 
1 wet clout, one not only finds no remainders or 
figns of it, but does not fo much as perceive the 
repirmell. 

People were miftaken when they fancied that var- 
iffh %vas a compofition, and a peculiar fecret ; it is a 
rum that diftils foam a tree, much what after the 
fame manner as rofm doth. In the tuns wherein 
it is tranfported, It refembles melted pitch or tar, ex- 
cepting only that it hath no fmell when it is ufed. 
There mull be oil mix’d with it, to temper it more 
or Icfs, according to the quality of the work. • 

For Cibles and ordinary chairs, it is fufficient to 
lay on two or three layers of vamilh, which makes 
t fo tranfparcnt, that one may difeem ever)’ vein of 
wood thro’ it. Now, nf you would hide all the 
tnatto-on which you arc at work, you mull do it 
D^tftJ^and over again, till at length it be nothing 
6ut* itff^ but fo fine at lirll, that it may fcrv'c for 
1 mirror. When the work is 4ry, they paint upon 
it fcvcral figures in gold, ftlver, or any other colour; 
thoy go over that again, if they plafc, w’ith a /light 
touch of vamllh, to give them a luflre, and the 
better to preferve them. 

But thole, who would perform a finiftung ftroke, 
gl^'’u^rf\:hc wood a kind of pxftcboard, compofed 
of py<T, paikthread, fime, ami fome other fubftance 
w^boten, ^th which the ammilh incorpoJiteth. 

^ ' L 3 They 
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They compoCe ti ground of k perfeftly'evcn' 
foUd, upon ^7llich is apj>iied the varnifK by 
little, in little ftrafums, which they dry ono'a^r^ 
another. Every v/orkman hath a pcculia!" fccrct' 
•petfeft his work, as in all other ’occupations.'' But 
in my opinion, befides the dextmty 
hand, and the due tempering the vay»^th, .that it^ 
may be neither too thick tior^j/w^tlun, patience k 
what contributes the moft to the well fuccceding 
in this operation. There are very pretty f curious 
cabinets atTumkIm but what arc brought to us, 
from Japan, are herein no way inferior to the Chifi^' 

'vork- _ . 

As for porcelain, it is fuch an ordinary m 0 vc»w-t 
that it is the ornament of every houfe j the tabk^ 
the fide-boards, nay, the kitenen is cumber’d witir* 
it, for they eat and drink out of it, it is their ordinary^ 
veflel ; there are'likewife made huge flower-pots of 
it. The very architects co^'er roofs, and make' uft 
of it fometimes to incniftate marble buildiiigSH ' ' I 
Amongft tbofe that are mbft in requeft, there are 
of three different colours j fome are yellow; yet tho’ 
the earth be very fine, they appear more coarfe than 
the others j and the rCafen is, becaufe thKt’cOloUr 
does not admit of fo fi».e pohfbing y it igufed'inthe 
emperor’s palace. YelJoW is his-oWn prdpefTrolot^ 
which is not allowed to any pCrfoh to bear 
one may fafely fay, that, for the bufinefs’’ 
celain, the emperor is the work ferved. ^ a ’ ’ ^ 

The fccond fort is of a grey colour, wUh abundance 
of fmall irregular lines nf it,*lthat etofs one another, 
as if the velfel -was all over flripcd, or wrought with 
inlaid or Mofaick'work. I CanitOt imagine how they.*' 
form thefe figures; for I have* mlich ado to* believe' 
that they are able to" diat«? them with 
haps, -when the pofeetaih is baksd, and is 

expof^' to thfejfcdld' flir^ 6¥ thby 5rtfi>fe it in 
wuter thdt- operis k 5u'ariW:‘<j 

• T ^ 
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cclain, which (hews like a mirrour ; fo that, 
ing it near to fomc other objefts, their cotetSP 
feen in it *, and this rcfledlion alone is capablo^l 
making one pafs a wrong judgment upor. its na^c 
whitenefs ; it muft be carried into tlic open 
if you Would underftand its bcaiAy or . 

Altho* this \*amilh be p^fedlly inc^a|torated witl^ 
the matter, and tho* it is mpyffhiWngi y<^ 
tamilhes at long run, and lolcA that brisk fpkn- 
dor it had at the beginning, from whence it comw 
to pafs, that the whitcncfs appears more taking an4 
pretty in old porcelains ; not but thencw'ones for 
all that are as good, and will in fome time af^i^ 
the fame colour. 

The fmoothnefs and finenefs of them confift ^ 
two things, in the brightnefs of the vamifli, a^ 
cvennefs of the nutter. The vajnilh fhould not be 
thick, otherwife there wll be a cruft introduc»» 
which will not be Incorporated enough with the 
porcelain % befides, its luftre will be too great and 
fpt^htly. The matter is perfeflly equal and even, 
when it has not the leaft bump, when there is to 
be obferved in it ndther grain, riling, nor de^ 
preflion : There are few veflels but have fome one or 
thefe defefts •, there miift not only be found no fpots 
nor flaws, but notice mull be taken whether thBt~ 
be fome places brighter than others, whiclfh^ppens 
when the pencil is unequally poifed ; which 
rimes alfo happens when'the vamilh is laid^ oil, «■ 
every part be not equally dry ; for the leift moi- 
fture caufeth a fenlible difference therein. 

The painting is not one of the leaft beauties wj^he 
porcelain *, for that purpofe one may make ufe of alj; 
colours, but commonly^ they ufe red, and much more 
blue. I never faw any veffel wh'ofe red %vas lively 
fenp^lgh j it is not bccaufe the Chinefe hayi^rfeweiy 
loVriy red, but perhaps, becauie the Tj^ii lively and 
fubtil parts of this colour are imbiber^ by the rob^" 
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tioTs off the matter on 'which it is laid for the diffe 
ri&aunds contribute much to the heightening or 
lei^(<mg the luftre of the colours As for blue, they 
ha/e It moft excellent , however, it is very difficult 
to ait upon that e^<5t temperature, ivhere it is neither 
totP»-p^ 5 =»deep, mtetift, nor too bnght But that 
which worK^n moft diligently feck after is, to per 
ibft the * exti^RS:^ of the figures, fo that the co 
lour do not extenaoEyond the pencil, to the end 
that the whitenefs of the porcelain may not be fullied 
^y a certain bluifh water, which flows, if fpecial 
care be not taken from the colour itfclf, ■when it is 
not well pounded, or when the matter on which it is 
tSsd^ hath not attained a good degree of drynels , 
much after the fame manner as happens to paper that 
ybts when it is moift, or when you write with 
naughty ink ^ 

It were well if the Chmclc defigns m their paint 
ing were a little better Their flowers arc pretty 
well, but their human figures are monftrous, which 
difgrace them among ftrangers, who imagine, that 
they are in cflTeft as monflrous in their Ihape, as 
they appc;ir m the pictures , yet thofe are their ufua! 
ornaments The more r^lar defigns and /krlful 
draughts would be Icfs plcafing to them than thefe 
i<nttcks • 

Tpxfluke amends, they are very ingenious and 
m turning their vafes well, of what C\zt foever 
^ty The figure of \hcm is bold, 'well proper 
tioned# pcrfcftly round , nay, and I do not believe 
that our flcilfullcft workmen arc able to Albion the 
gjeat-picccs better, they, as well as we, put a great 
value upon ancient va/es, but for a rcafon quite dif- 
ferent from ours , we value them bccaufc they are 
fairer, they for thar antiquity , not but that the 
w as expert, and the matter as good now 
ashcrctotojE* there arc vcy fine ones made at tins 
andl^iYcfcea at lomc Mandarines* houfes 
whole 
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^vl^olc fcrviccs (hat were fuperfine. Hut th\ 
pcan mercliants do no longer trade 
v/orkmcn, and* having no ikil! in them themiN^»' 
they accept whatfoever the Chincfc expofe to ; 
for they vend them in the Indies. Bcfidcs no b//dy 
takes care to fumiOi them with examples 
or to befpeak particular pieces of wo^J'^^forchand. 
If Mr. Conflancc had lived* wcjJxJuid quickly ka''^ 
known in I'rance tint China5^ not loft the feerrt 
of ’ makinp porcelain: but this is not the grttteft loft 
we have fuftained by his death ; what religion fuffc^ 
by it* through all thcEaft, will fcarce giw us leave 
to take notice of the alterations it hath caufed ^ 
arts and trading. 

There is yet another rcafon that makes the curious 
porcelain fo rare } the emperor has conftituted in 
province, where the manufa^lunvchicfly is, a 
cular Mandarine, whole care it b to make choice of 
the faireft vafes for the court ; he buys them at ^ 
very rcafonablc rate* fo that the workmen, bring but 
ill paid, do not their beft, and are not willing to rake 
any pains for that which will not enrich them. But 
Ihould a private man anploy them, who .would 
not fpare for coft and charges, we Ihould "have at 
this day as curious pieces of workmanlhip, as thofe 
of the ancient Clilnefe.^ « 

The China ware that is brought to us fronf^inkleu, 
does not deferve the name of it *, it is black, c«?N^. 
and is not fo good as our*Fayance. I'hat ^yhic^t^^ 
rnoft look’d upon is ^at which is made in Wie pro- 
vince of Quamfi, the clay is found in one place and 
the ^vate^ in another, bccaufc it is clearer and 
perhaps alfo, this water they make ufe of before any,*' 
other, becaufe it b impregnated with fome peculbr' 
“Its* proper to purify and refine the clay, 'or by the 
ftri^^ly uniting the parts, as it happ^'Jsuy^l^^ 
•which is -good for nothing, if it be flaked in 
• fome waters, whereas others/hi^6 it 

-compact, ftrong, and adhering. '' 
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It is a miftake t6 thirilc’that there is re- 
qu5^4 f^’ortwo hundred years to the preparing 
fhe^o^ter /bt* the porcela w, and that } W compofitioit 
Is very difficult 5 If that were, fp, 'it 'would bo 
neitlKt fo common nor fo cheap.- f It is a clay ftiffer 
thaf>5y;^jrta^ clays s «r rather a kind of a ibft white 
ftone* thati^'fcund In the quarries of. that province, 
■^ter having pieced of it, and fepahited 

the heterogeneous ramFthat may chance to be mix’d 
with it, they bray It fmall till it be reduc’d to a 
^fiibtl? powder. How fine (bever it may appear, yet 
they continue pounding it for a long time ; alcho' 
by the touch no difference is to be peretived, yet 
‘d^’jfere perfiiaded that It is indeed made muclt 
more fubtiJ, that flie infenfible parts are !efs mix’dy 
jaad that the work thereby comes to be whiter arid 
more tranfparent. ^Of this fubtil powder thty make 
a pafte, which they knead, and beat a long while 
, likewife, that it may become fofter, and that the 
water may be the more perfedly incorporated there- 
with. When the earth is well moulded, they en- 
deavour the figuring of k. It is not likely that 
they ufe moulds, as they do in fome other Ibrts of 
potteries ; It is more probable that they fafhion them 
upon the wheel like us. fo foon as their work 
• pleafcs them they expofe k to* the fun, morning and 
cvenmg^^ut t;^e it away again when the fun 
too hot, for fear of warping it. So the 
i3fy by d^recs, and they apply the painting 
at thcir.ldfure, v/hen they judgp the ground proper 
to receive it ; but bcciutc neither the vafes nor the 
cg^wrs have fuffident luflrc, they make a vciy fine 
-^iroth or ly of the matter of the fame porcelain, 
''K'hcreu'ith thc)‘ pafi fevaal flrokes upon the work, 
tint gives them' a particuhr -whitenefs and luftre; 

cUl the wmilh of the porcchm. They 
aJTufcd the kingdom of Skm, that they 

with commo.'l vamiffi, with the com- 

■ ' pofition 
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pofition rmdc of the white of an egg, ani 
bones of fifhi 'but tWs is but -a fancy,—^d^c 
workmen of Fokicn, who ^yo^k juft as th^ or 
Quamfi, don’t do othenvife. After aJl thefe pre- 
parations, they put the vafes in a furnace, whercaJ 
they kindle a gentle and conftant unlfona-fircj-T^^ 
bakes them without breaking 5 and,^^fear left the 
exterior air fhould do them dp^nS^, the}’ do n&t 
draw them out till *a long ^vhile after, when they 
have acquired their due confiftence, and have been 
gradually cooled. • 

This is all, madam, I have to fay to the myftc^ 
of porcelain, that they have fo long fought 
Europe, Providence, and the profperity ofreli^ienr 
that obliged roe to tvm over the gteateft 
China, did not carry me into the province of <^an^ 
where the earth is found whereof, they make it \ w 
that I do not fufRciently know it, as to my own 
-particular, fo far as to be able to deferibe the nature 
and particular qualities thereof 5 perhaps it is not 
much different from fome foft ftones that arc found 
in feveral provinces of France. And if fo be the 
ingenious would pleafe to make fome experiments, 
and operate diligently, by making ufe of feveral 
forts of waters, after the above-mentioned manner, 
it might not be impoflibloito fucceed. 

Belides thefe vamifh’d cabinets and of 

porcelain, the Chlnefe adorn likewifc their 
ments with pldlurcs ; thep do not excel in ^lis 
becaufe they are not furious in perfpedlive, not^vith- 
Handing they diligently apply themfelves to painting* 
they take delight in it *, and there are a greafr>«s 5 i'" 
pany of painters among them ; fome paint the ceil-^ 
ing, reprefenting, upon ffie cham’ber-waVis, an order* 
orarchiteiture without fymmetry, by bands or fille^ 
contmued all along around at the top anc^->o^myw 
the wall, and above the capita! of the col/min, wtuch 
contains only fingle columns, placed at an 

^ ^ftance^ 

V 
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H^ce, ^wit hout any other ornament of ardilteihire. 

\\fhiten the chamber, or ~glew paper 
upoi^t. They hans the piftures of their anceftors 
up aid dowif, with lomc maps and pieces of white 
fattin, on which are painted flowers^ fowls, mountains 
2nd'^fcscs^upon fome others they write in capital 
jette rs fertfencS^of morality, that ecplain the max- 
ims and rules of pSSsj^govemment. Some chaiis, 
vamifli’d tables, fome cabinets, flower-pots, and 
lanth^ms of flll^ well ordered, and placed in due 
prsportion, make a pretty handfome apartment. 

Altho’ you do not enter the bed-chamber, yet 
are t}«Ir beds very fine ; in fommef they have taffaty 
curtaffi powdered with flowers, trees, and birds, in 
gold ana filk embroidery. The fort of work that 
,from the province of NankJmls in requeft-, 
and this is the moflmoble and fine of all the Chinefe 
furniture. Others Juve curtains of the finefl gaze, 
which b no fecurity agamft the weather, "but clofc 
enough to defend them agalnfl flies and gnats, that 
arc intolerable in the night. In winter thev make 
ufe of coarfc fattin ftitened W'ith dragons and other 
figures, according as their fancy guides them : the 
counterpam is in a manner the fame. They do not 
ufc feathcr-beds, but. their cotton quilts arc very 
thick ; thgr bwlftcad ordhferjly is of joiners work, 
bcau^fraw’Ith figures. I have feen fome very fine 
a^J''pj!rmifitc, ^ 

f By an that I have faij, you rray Judge, madam, 
that thefc people fuve fliut tltcmfeh-cs up within 
the bounds of neceflif)' and profit, without being 
^•.aflSThcitous about magn'ficcncci their houfo are 
neat and decent, but not fine: thej* Teem flill more 
^echgent as to their gawlent » they have in that 
conccp:io.ns much d ffermt from ours i for 
excc'pf'pIacS defipned for the fcpulcKrc of thrir an- 
ceflm^ whieVthev IcxiruitHlrd, thrj' wouy t.hink 
t^afj^rclvcs outvf thcf wl**! to pit the ground to 
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no ‘other vfe fhan -to" make alleys atid wana,f-fc\y^- 
tiv^te fioTvers^'^snd-plant groves or unprontj^^«ea 
Thebenefitof th^: commonwealth commands mat all 
fhouldbe fowed'; and fhar pwn ‘particular in 

that more "nearly conc^s fhem than thejntbl'cjo 
good, 4otK litJt '■piiroit them^o ^pr^p';'"plEaiUr^'‘t6 

’ *Tis true, t!{e flowery oferftecountiy'do'notde' 
lerve'th.^ir Ipokjng'after , ■’they 'have nphe 
and thd* ^iriy may bejnet'with hke thore in^Eun 
rope, ‘ yet^‘tlie^'”cidtivate tiiem fo ill, ^tlnrone 
ihueh ado td know thejn'^ ^eyerthelefs there ar® 
trees'jiVrame^piaceS that Viro\}ld''^ffbrd 
ment in their gardens, if’tlAy kdew 'hqw to 

Ibem ’’Ihfteaddf fruit, they arc almoft alt 

long '’flowers of^a'flphd camatJ^’^?"’ 

leaves -5 are fmali, Iikcthofe ‘•thd’frunk 

in^^Iari’ the bninches jerodked, ’ and'bark' fihoew 
|f wleys were made of them, mixing 
J^hich njight^eafily be done) fome’^orang® 

Would be the mdft ‘jdeafant thyig In the jvorld^ bdf> 
ftelnb Hhe^ Chinefc walk •'nob much, alleys do npt 
agme 'witkjdiem. 

' ^ jAVrtongft other trera ‘they might dHpbfe of 
CTrdens, there is on\; they cR|l'tbe Qutom chu, 
fembhngthe fycomore ,* the leaves are Kxddhifieter 
between eight or nine inches, faftened ■ 

foot long. It IS extremely tufted, and la/ov^^c 
clufters of flo-yvers, fo thick feb, that thefUn cahn^ 
pierce it with 'his rays : the fruit, which i*s extraor- 
dinary fmall, notwitnftaiidmg the tree is yerY_Iarge, ^ ‘ 
Is produced after this manner: Towards Augm^C*^ 
the end of July, there ^ng, out of the very poili^ 
of the branches, little bunches of leaves difrercnt\ 
from theotherj they arc whiter, fofter, luid'as 

in lieu of flowers , upon the he^dcrof each, 
of trrfe leaves grow three or fou/nnall gni<js or • 
kernels, as big as green peafe, thft indole 

OjblUn^ 
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lijibftanie, very pleafant to the tafte, like'to that of 
aii*haxle“ftut ’that is not 'yet ripe. This tree being 
’fru^ful, and the manner of bearing Its fruit bring' 
fomethihg05ttraordinary,Iwasapt tobehev?, madam, 
yod might he de/irous to fee the figure of it, which 
I h^vc caufed to be ^graven. 

“The (phinefe, who fo little apply themfelves tp 
order their gardens, and them real ornaments, 
do yet delight in them, and are at fome coft about 
them 4 ‘ they make grottoV in them, ^raife little 
pretty arrifirial eminences, traniport thither by pieces 
whole rocks, which they heap one upon another, 
wthout any further "defign than to inritate nature. 
If they could, befides all this, h^ve theconvenience 
of fo much water as is neceffiry'^fp’wafer their cab- 
«o?ge find 'llguminous plants, they would defire no 
more. The emperor hath fountains^ after t^e Eu- 
ropean manner 5 but private perfons co^itent them- 
felves with thar ponds a^d wells, ‘ ' 

Butalthp’ theChinefehcgleft the ornaments of there 
houfes, yet no people affeft rnpre to appear magnifi- 
cent In -pabllck The government, that condemns' 
or rather does not allow, but regulates c^pences as 
to other matters, docs not onfy approve of this, bur 
contributes to it on thefe occiions, forreafons that J 
fhall tell ^ou In the fcquti of the hiftory 

'V^t^n perfons of quahty receive vifits, or make 
•riyV when they go along the flrects, or when upon 
.J^thcir journey, out tlpccially at fuch rinje %\hen they 
appear*hefbrc the emperor, or'make their addre/s to 
* the viceroys, th^ are always accompanied with a’ 
talrf^d an- of grandeur that fills one avith afioiihh- 
/ment. 

The Mandarines, richly habited, are carried in d 
giEed, and open, borne upon the ihouldcrs of 
^dht, or fixtecn perfons, accompanied with all the 
officers of their tnbunal, who furround thcpi with 
^brcl!o*s xad other marks of thc:r dignity Some 

walk 
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■walk before them two and two,* bearing chan s, faA 
ces, cfcutcheons of vamifli’d wood, upon way 

be read, in large gold charafters, all the titles of ho- 
nour annex*d to their places of truft, together with a 
brazen bafon, upon which they beat a certain number 
of drok^, according to the rank they bear in the pro-* 
vince they continually fpeak aloud, andthreattm 
the people to make way. Other -officers follow in* 
the {^e order, and fometimes four or five gentle- 
men on horfeback bring up the rear. Some Manda* 
rines never appear in publtck without a train of three 
or fourfcoredomefticks. ' . 

Thofe that belong to the army go commonly on 
horfeback, /ind, if of any confiderable rank, they 
are evermore at the head of twenty-five or thir- 
ty cavaliers. The princes of the blood at FekSfe 
are, preceded by four ofithcir officers, .and follow? 
themfelves in the midffiof a fquadron that marches 
without order. But then they wear no liveries. in 
China, but the domefticks are habited -accoid- 
jng ,to the quality of their mailers in black fattin, 
or painted^ linnen. Altho the horfes be nrithcr fine 
nor well managed, yet are the trappings and har- 
nels very magnificent ; the bits, laddie, and ftk- 
rups are gilded, or ellc of filver. Inftead of lea- 
ther, they make bridle cf two or , three twills of 
coarfe pink’d fattb, two fingers broad. tJrtd^^the 
horfe’s neck, at the b^inmng of the breaft-pht^ 
hang two great taflels of riiat curious red hor/e-haiN 
wherewith they cover their bonnets, which are Ali- 
ened to two huge buttons of brafs gilded or walh*^ 
with filver, hung at rings of the fame metal ^ th« 
Ihews fine in a cavalcade, but upon a long journey,^ 
efpeciaUy upon a courfe, it b cumberfome. ^ ^ 

Not only the princes and perlbns of the Jighefl 
rank appear in publick with a train, but even tiiTft' 
of a meaner quality go always on ht^cb^k along the 
{lrcets,“or m a clofc fedan, followed b^^everal 
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ifneft , tns Tirtamn ladtes do often make ufe of 
calalkes Avffh tfto wheels, but they have not the 
'dfe of the coach 

The magnificence of the Chmefe Mandannes 
pnndpally ifplays itfelF m the journeys they take by 
^vatel; , the prodigiou^ bjgnefs of their barges, that 
are little igfenor to /hips, the finery, carving, paint- 
ing and gilding of the apartments, the great num- 
ber of officers and feamen that /erve aboard, the dif* 
^fcrent badges of their dignity every where difplayed, 
Jheir arms, flags, ftreamers, and the like, do abun- 
dantly diftinguifh them from the Europeans, who 
arc never worfe accoutred, or more carclefr than 
when they travel 

Befides, the Chmefe luve their folemn feafts, 
they celebmte with great pomp and charges , 
the firft three days tin the year are fpent m rejoyctng 
throughout the whole empue » they array them- 
jfelves magmficentlv, they vifit one another, they 
fend prefents to all their friends, and to all the p*T- 
fons whom it any ■way concerns them to obferve 
Gammg, feafting, and comedies take up everybody's 
time Ten or twelve days before abundance of lit- 
tle robberies are committ^, becaufe thofe, who are 
defritute of money, feck how, to come Ky it, and 
■ are refolved to have ibme whoever goes without, to 
fupplp^fiem m thefe divertifements 

The i5tli day of th" firft month is ftdl more /b- 
^mn , they call it the Day or Feaft of Lanthoms , 
becaufe they hang them up in ajl the houfes, and m 
'nil the ftroets, m fuch a great number, that it is a. 
madnefs rather than a feflival they light up, it may 
be, that day two hundred millions You will fee, 
‘"^adam, by what I am going to relate, that they 
itur iintr w^xteemes .Jn .thi's .which 

oth?mile might have been tolerated, as /cveral other 
cuftomy^re, to comply with that p^ple’s humour, 

•' M - but 
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but which now are become the moft ferioil? deligJjC^ 
of perfons of quality. t. ^ 

They expofe to view that day lanthoms (jf alT 
prices > fome of them coft two thoufrnd cro^vns; 
and fome of the nobility retrench every year Ibme- 
thing from^ their table, apparel or equipage, to ap* 
pear magnificent in lanthoms. It is not the materials 
that are dear, the gilding, fculpture, the painting, 
filk and varnilh make all the ihow. As for the big- 
nefs it is immenfe. There are fome of them to be, 
feen of upward of twenty feven feet diameter /thefe*- 
are halls, or chambers, and three or four of thefe 


machines would make pretty handfome apartments; 
mfomuch that you wJl admire, madam, when I 
tell you that in China we may eat, lie, receive vifits, 
reprefent comedies, and dance balls in a Janthom.*^' 
A publick bonfire is little enough to enlighten k ; 
but becaufe it would be inconvenient, they arc fatif- 
ned wth an infinite number of wax-candles or lamps,* 
which at a diftance fhew very pretty. There are alfo 
reprefented divers Ihows to gratify the vulgar ; and 
mere are perfons concealed, who, by the help of 
ievenu little machines, make puppets to play of the 
bigucfs of men and women, the aftions of which 

xvTfK «« acquainted 

'^spttc.bcmiftaken: for my parr, ' 

nudam, I ^ tiot deceived, becaufc l^TasCncvcr 
prefent at thefe fp^dcs. What I relate is ijpon . 

the report of thcChinerc,and upon the credit if 

1 (hould be Joth to condemn. 

prodigious lanthoms, there Sre 
re™, f n™kr of a middle fire, of which I can^ 
™ fpok i I have fecn of them not only ^ 

iWi * e *^''|puficcnt ; they arc commonly cooirp" 
fom- r’"" or mins, each of ^duch nuk .4 a 
of \-arTt°n M ® ha/f broad, 

.■''-'Ktmn.d ,,00.1. „d adorned i-ith fomc'.mii- 
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ings ‘?^hey hang it on the infidc with a wei) of fine 
tralifpalcTtt filk,, whereon nrc painted flowers, trees, 
“rocks, and fometimes human figures The painting 
IS very cuaous, the colours hvclj , and when the 
Wax-candles arc lighted, the light difperfeth a {plen 
dor^that renders the Work altogether agreeable 
Thefe fix pannels jom*d together compofe an hex- 
agon* clofed at the top by fix carved figures, that 
make the crow n of it There are hung round about 
broad firings of fattin of all colours, like nbbons, 
together wath divers other filken ornaments that fall 
upon the angles, without hidmg any thing of the 
light, or pictures We Ibniefimcs ule them for an 
ornament to our churches The Chincfe hang them 
m windows, m their halls, and fometunes in publick 

. The flail of la^ithorns is aifo celebrated by bon 
fires that are kindled at that time m all quarters ofl 
the city, and by fireworks, for there is no body 
but lets off fquibs aud cmckers Som* have {poken 
of thefe as the fineft fireworks in the world we are 
told that there appear figures of whole trees covered 
With leaves and fruit, you may there diftmgulfh the 
cherries, raifins, apples and oranges, not only by 
their ^^res, but allb by theif partiwulaf colour, 
every thing is painted to the ‘life, infomuch that one 
woxibi»fcally imagine tha they are naturally trees 
thlit are enlightened n the nightj and not an artifi- 
cial fin,, on V/hich they*haYe beftowed the figure 
and appearance of trees , 

Thele defcnptioiis, in fome relations of China* 
excite in thofc, who travel thither, a real pafllon to 
behold all thefe miracles , I ftiould have been very 
glad, as others are, to have upon my own perfo 
na^ knowledge been able to have related them 1 
hive oft^ fought for an occafion, but al] m vam 
Thefytfi^ are not fo ordnuuy as people imagine^ 
5ndfl:o retrieve 'them it Will perhaps be necei^ry to 
M z go 
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go back to their time who writ of them. Thb father 
mifTiaiiaries that fojoum at Pekin, '^^ho Save been 
cye-witnefTes of what yns performed on this account 
in the emperor’s palace, have often told^e, that it 
v/as not at all as they imagined it to be, and at'the 
bottom, that there was nothing very extraordinary* 
in if. ' 


Neverthelefs, madam, it is not juft ■wholly to 
condemn thefe authors, as perfons of no credit; 
they are good honeft miflionaries, who would^not 
impofe upon us at pleaftirc, and w hat I have feen in 
India, and efpecially upon the coaft of Coromondel, 
may juftify them in fome refpefl ; they do there re- 
ally repreftnt all forts of figures, not by artificial 
works that burft in the air like our fqulbs (for to 
It not poftible to reduce flame to fuch det^ 
mmed figures as would be ncce/Bry to diflinguifli 
niimsand l«ves, and much left to imitate every re-’ 
fpective colour that is natural to fruits) but by 
mans of a combuftjble matter compounded of 
lulphur, eamphire, and fome other meredients, 
wherewith they dawb pieces of wood in form of a 
crofs, of trees, and flowers, or in any other form 
they pluife. ' 

As foon as they h:\vc given fire to it, that ex- 
panded gum ,s fet on fire on all fides Jikc coal, 
and reprefents, till it be totally confumcd;-Ktc fi- 
gure of the ■wood on which it was applied : fo t/iat 
tc ij ro grcatyynder that they flmuld make trees' 
and fruits of fire ; and 1 do imagine thofe, Vhey Co 
much iragnify tn China, may lie fome fuch thing. 
Not but that ihcfe fons of fires h.ivc thcir beauty ; 
r . ? , particular colour, the pretticft, ‘ 
molt rpkndid. and withal the mofl plcafant to the 
mean ornament in a puhlick 
f to be able to reprefimt mcn««nu horlV^ 

ot fire, raW all <;«. Ja.i. .i,-: 


rakccs all on fin:, w-jth their ordef"^f ar- 
^rtouches, and armerns of 


cl itc-ndre, ( 
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a great company of other reprefcntationSjthatmght 
be made la Ei^rope with a great deal more exaftnefs 
4 hin m the Eaft , where the artifi-'crs neither e 
ingehuity to contnve great defigns, nor dextenty 
enough perfeftly to execute them 
Perhaps, madam,* you will ha\e the cunofity to 
Jearil what might have given occafion to the Chmefe 
to»ordam*fuch an extravagant feftival as this, whereof 
I have the honour to fpeak to your grace As it 
js very aticient, fo the original feems very obfeure 
The* vulgar afenbe It to an accident that happened 
m the family of a famous Mandarine, vyhofe daugh 
ter, walking one evening upon the banks of a river, 
fell m, and was drowned , the affliifted father, with 
his familyi run thither, and the better to find her, 
li&>caufed a great company of lanthorns to be 1 ght 
All the inhabitants of the place thronged afttr 
Jum with torches,* they fearched for her ail mght 
to no purpofe, and the Mandarine’s only comfort 
wis to fee the willingnels and readinefs of the peo 
pie, every one of which feem’d, as if he had loft 
his own After, becaufe they look’d upon him as their 
father 

The year enfuing they made fires upon the Ihore 
on the lame day, they continued the ceremony every 
year, every one lighted |jis*lanthorn, and by de 
grees^ •t'ommenc’d into a cuftom The Chnefe 
ar» pretty fuperftitious m this refpefl , but there is 
n<NprobabiIity that fuch a«fmall lo/s foould have fuch 
a mighjy influence upon a whole empire 

Some Chmefe doftors pretend that this feftival 
deduceth its ong nal from a ftory which they r“port 
m the rnanner following Three thoufand five hun 
dred and eighty three years ago, China wis governed 
by a pnneenamed Ki,the laft emperor of the firft ra e, 
•kVhdm Heaven was pleafed to endue with qualities 
capable^' conftituting an hero, if love to women, 
and tl« fpint of dcbiuchcrj, that took pofle/Tion of 
M3 his 
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his heart, had not reduced hint to a monftfer iti |he 
empire, and an objeft of abhorrence in nature. 

He had rare parts, a winning, pleafing way tvitl^ 
him, great courage, and was of fuch ejctraordinary 
ftrength of body, that he broke iron with his hand. 
But this Sampfon had his miftrefles, and grew weak ; 
amongft other extravagancies, they relate, that he 
cxhaufted all his treafurcs in building a tower of pte^ 
cious ftones to honour the memoty of a concubine $ 
and that he filled a pool with wine, for him and 
three thoufand young men to bathe in, after a 5afci-, 
vious manner. Thefe excefles, and many othef 
abominations, prevzuled with the wifeft of 1^ court 
to offer him fome advice, according to the cuftom* 
but he put them to death j yea, and he imprifoned 
one of the kings of the empire, ’ who endeavoutwd i 
to divert him from thele difor^ers i at length he 
committed a faft that confummated the defiruiftion 
of himfelf and all his family. ‘ 

One day, in the heat of his debaucheries and jol- 
lity, complaining that life was too fhort, I JhcM he 
(ontenty fays he to the queen whom he doated on, 
if I cou^d ma\e ^ott eternally happy \ but in a feto 
na^ in a few days feradventure death uii't 
fp’te of us, pul nn end to our pleafures \ and all ny 
pciter Will not fuffee )o ^tve ycti a hfe longer thaA 
that which the lox^fi of try fubjefls boffi io^h^ve i 
this thought ccntinually troubles my fpirit^ and difpetfet 
ever iry heart a bitttrnefs teat hinders me from relfr-*^ 
vg the fa.cctnefs of hfe : why cannot I makeycu rctgn 
forezer? and feeing there are fars that nezer teafo 
fjiniitg, mujlycu needs be fuljebt to death ? jcu that 
fmie It ore bright upon eiirlL\ than all the fiars do 
Lea"- -n •' 

*77^ trif, vy lord^ faith this foolifh princefa, that 
^c-teantio* make your hfeeternal, lut it deperds cfTystt 
to forget the hrez.ly of //, and to live as tbff^^yoidd 
n'zfr ike : what need have we of the fun and 

*/ 1 
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mf/ure the iuratwi cf ear hfe ? 72»<f mormng Jlar 
that rtfes •every mornings and the night that conies 
^ery evenings do eontmuaUy put us tn mind of the be- 
ginifing and end ef our dtys, as tbofe begin and end^ 
fo da ours, that are begun, advance with pi ecipitatxon 
and will fpeedi^ he aS an end 

Come, come, ftr, let us no longer caji our eyes upon 
ihefe globis that roll over oar beads have you a intnd 
once for all to cure your imagination ^ htitld yourfelf a 
new heaven, ever enlightened, always ferene, always 
favourable to your dtjires , where we Jhall perceive 
not the leajl footjlep of the tnjiahihty of human things 
Tea may eajily da tt, by ereSltng a great and tnagmfi-^ 
cent palace, Jhut up on all Jides from the light of the 
fun ,you may hang up all around magnificent lanthorns, 

I rdoofe confiant fplendor will be preferable to that of tbs 

fi<« , , 

Caufe to be tranfported thither whatfoever is eapa^ 
ble of cent rebut mg to your pleaftire , and, for fear of 
being one moment dtJiraSled by them, break off all eor-> 
refpondenee with other creatures JVe will both of us 
enter into ths new world that you Jhall create J will 
he to you tn lieu of all things , you alone will there 
yield me more fleafure than all the old world can offer % 
yea, nature stfelf, that will be renewed for our faker, 
^ill render us more happy than the gods are tn hea- 
ven j>*Tts there that we will forget the viciffitude of 
diys and nights , time Jhall be no more in refpeSi of 

• us, no more tncumbranee, no more Jbadow, no more 
clouds, nor change in hfe \ and provided, my lord, that 
you on your part will be always conjlant, always paf 
Jionate, my felicity will feem to me unalterable, and 
your bappinefs will be eternal 

• The emperor, whether it ^vas that he thought 
.he could deceive himftifi or whether he had a mind 

• to’ pleafe the queen, I cannot tell , but he caufed 

this inc^nted caftlc to be built, and there immured 
he^’ind hunfelf. There he pafs’d fev’era’> mdntha 
^ M 4 intmcrfed 
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immerfed in delights, and wholly taken up with hls^ 
new life 5 but the people, not being able Xo enditre. 
fuch excefs, obliged one of the wifefi; kings of the, 
empire to declare againft him. , ' ‘ 

So foon as the emperor had notice of *the confpi- 
racy, he appeared prefently in fhe old world,which, 
whether he would or no, (luck more to his heart 
than the new : he appears at the head of an army 
to punifh this rebel ; but feeing himfelf abandoned 
by the people, whom he had fo’fbolhhiy delertedj 
he thought it his wifeft courte to abdicate, and^be- 
take himfelf to flight. During the three remaining 
years of his life, he wandered from province to pro- 
vince incognito in a poor condition, always in dan- 
ger of bring difcovered, as if God, by this difquiet 
and contirmal agitation, had a mind to punifli . him 
for that foft and effeminate repole, wherein ^he 
have found conftant dtUghtsand eternal 
feliaty. In the mean time they dcflroycd his pa- 
laces, and to preferve the memory of fuch an un- 
worthy adlion to pofterity, they hung up lanthoms 
in every quarter of the city. This cuftom became an- 
luverfary, and flnee that time a confiderable fefti>*al 
in the whole empire \ jt is folcmnized at Hcunchcu, 
with more magnificence than any where elfe : rnd 
- , that the illuminations there are fo 

Iplendid, that an emperor oW, not daring openly to 
leave his court to go thither, eommitted himfcl/. 

• . u ft'^'ral.princeffes of Im fmilli', 

into the hands of a magician, who promifed him to 
tranfport them thjthcr'm a trice. He made them in 
tne night to afeend magnificent thrones that were 
ornd up by fwans, ■which in a moment arTl'^cd at 
ilanicheii. 

ci-nperor fiw at his leifure all the folemnirt', 

^ cloud, ,that hovered ovet tftp 


...wii M ljuuu. .tnac 
I'SP'.i '-uh the fame fgecd mi equ! 


■ ucjjrecs i aiiu cin%:;DacK 

ipeed and equipage, no at 
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court perceiving his abfcnce. This is not the firft 
fable, the Chinee have told 5 they have ftories upon 
overy thing, for they are fuperftitious to excefs. 
And* in polnf of magick» be it feigned or true, there 
is no people in the world that have come near them. 

However that be,* certun it is, that they take 
huge* delight in pubhek illuminations ; and one of 
their kin^s, who for his good qualities was become 
the darling of the people, once thought he could 
not better demonftrate to them Ws reciprocal afFec- 
'tion,*than by inventing for their fakes fuch like 
Yeafts, So that once a year, for eight nights one 
after another, he opened his palace, which they took 
care to illuminate by abundance of lanthoms and 
fireworks. He appeared in perfon without any 
boards, and mixed in the middle of the croud, not 
fuffering them to ^iftinguilh him from others, to 
the end that every one m^ht enjoy the liberty of 
fpeaking, playing, and hearing divers concerts of 
mufick, there performed. . t 

This a£tton hath rendered this prince renowned in 
the Chinefe hiftory i but what would they have faid 
if they had chanced to be in the apartment of Ver- 
failles, where the beft and moft potent of kings fo 
often aflembles all the innocent pleafures that chriftia- 
nlty allows, to make his ccurt, if poflible, as happy 
as hirnffilf > if they did but behold thofe illumina- 
tions, thofe concerts, thofe fports, thofe magnificent 
banquets, and the prince hihircif ftriving to mix with 
the muljitude 5 nay, and would, be unknown, were 
>die not diftinguifhed by an air of grandeur indepen- 
dent on his dignity .whereof he cannot divert himfelf. 

Since I am fpeaking, madam, of the magnifi- 
rxence of the Chinefe, I cannot, without being want- 
ing in a material point, pafe over in filence what re- 
i«te^’to their emperors, who never appear in pub- 
Mick, bu>^’*fo many drities, environed with all the 
fplendor that may attraft the refpeft and ren*atIon 
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of the people. Heretofore they rarely fhewed thepi-' 
felves V but the Tartars, who reign ct prefent, 'are 
much more popular, and the late king did not fUn^ 
fo much upon nice pundHHo’s, The pnefeAt empe- 
ror in that, as well as in all things elfe, obferves i 
medium, which contents his^own nation, wi^out 
totally difplealing the Chinefe. Neverthelep, 
moderate as he is, in comparifon of the ancients, 
one may boldly fay, he never marches but at the 
bead, 6r in. the midft of an army. 

At fuch time he is accompanied with all the lords, 
of the court: there is nothing but filks, gilding^ 
and precious ftoncs, every thing there is fplenchd 
and pompous ; the arms, the horfes hatnefs, Ae 
umbrello’s, the ftreamers, and a thouland omcr 
badges of royal dignity, or of the particular quaWy< 
of every prince^ every where l^arlde at (hat tim®» 
In a word, there is nothing more regular on thef® 
occurrences . than this crowd j- every one knows his 
Tcfpeitive rank} and the head of that man, 

Icaft his fortune, lies at flake, who fhall prelpnie 
indifcrcctly to difeoropofe the order of the march. 

"When he takes a progrcls to vifit the provinces 
of the empire, he goes commonly pofl, followed 
by a few guards and fome trufty officers } bilt Jrf 
all the cities upon the read, and in all the 
paflages, there arc fb many troops drawn up Jf'to 
battalia, that he feems to ride poft crofs an arm^* 

He goes fometimes irfto Tartary to take thE di* 
verdfement of hunting, but yet always accompanied 
as if he went to the conqueft of fome new empk®*^ 
He carries along with him no lefs than forty 
fand men, who endure a great deal of hardflup. 
whether the weather be hot or cold, bccaufe 
encamp in a very inconvenient manner ; nay, and 
it fomettmes happens, that, in one of tl^e toinbrde ^ 
htmtings, there die more hprfes than hc^uld lof® 

•/ 
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in.a pitch’d battle i but he counts the dcflrudliou 
or *ten thoufatd horfcs as nothing. * 

’ The fathers that accompany him thither fay, that 
never does his magnificence more difplay jtfelf than 
upon this occafion *,- there he fees fometimes thirty 
or forty petty Tartar* kings, that come to addrefs 
him, or pay him tribute; yea, there be fome of 
them, that bear the name of <Ham or Cham, that 
is to fay, emperor j ' they are all of them juft as the 
Mandarines of the fWl order, his penfioners ; he 
givd them his daughters in marriage j and, to make 
them the more fare to his intereft, he declares him- 
felf their proteftor againft all the ;7eftcrn Tartars, 
who often annoy them j nay, and have fometimes 
“forces enough to attack China Itfclf with fome face 
of good fuccefs. 

, Whilft the croud of thefe petty fovercigns appears 
in the emperor’s camp, the court is wonderful fump* 
tuous, and to the end he may pofTefs thefe Barba- 
rians with fome idea of the power of China, the 
train, habits, and tents of the Mandarines are rich 
and glorious even to excels. This is what the nuf- 
fionaries, who have been wtnenes of the fame, do 
report ; and I fuppofc we may give credit to their 
relations not only becaufe jhey all unanimoufly 
agree in this matter, but ulfo brcaufe what they fay 
does altogether comport with the genius of the 
CKnefe. 

• That, which the reladon of father Magalhen’s, 
pewly ininflated with learned and ufeful notes, fays, 
.concerning the pompous march of the emperor, when 
he goes to the temple to offer facrifices to Heaven, 
^hath fomething odd in it, and deferves hereto be 
‘ repeated , and fo much the more, becaufc thele 
thmes are neither falle nor magnified j for the or- 
'deiOT oblWed in publick ceremonies are known to 
every body to be fo regular, that the veiy emperor 
dares not a^di^r diminifh fhe Icaft article, * 

Tills 
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. This pompous ceremony begins with twenty 
trumpets, adorned w ith golden coroacts s with*24 
drums ranked, each of them in two files; 24. 
armed wth truncheons varnifh’d and gilt, 6 or 8' feet 
long, follow them in the fame order and rank ;* after 
that follow 100 foldicrs bedring noble halbards, 
iarmed v. ith a femicirclc of iron, in form of a cref- 
cent, followed with too fc^eants at mace,* and two 
officers whofe pikes are painted .with red vami/h la 
different places, with flowers and golden figures. 

' Next after this firfl file arc borne 400 curi6uily * 
wrought lanthoms,40o flambeaux of a gilded wood 
that flame like our torches, 200 lances charged 
huge tufts of filk, 24 banners, whereon are painted 
the figns of the zodiack, and 56 others that 
fent the celeflial conftcllations : there arc to be fecn < 
moreover 200 fans with figure? of dragons, and 
other animals 5 24 umbrello^s flill more magnificenti 
and a Hvery cupboard borne by the officers of the pa- 
lace, whole utenfils are of gold. 

All this does immediately precede the empetdr^ 
who at lafl appears on horfclnck, glorioufly attired, 
furrounded with fix white led horfes, whole hamefs 
5 s covered with gold and precious ftones with loO 
life-guards and pages of honour ; they bear up be- 
fore him an umbrello thatfhades him and the horfe* 
and dazzles the fight with all the ornaments that 
man could poflibly invent to enrich it. ‘ 

The emperor is followed by all the princes of the” 
blood, by the Mandarines of the firft order,, by the 
viceroys and principal lords of the court, all in-^heir 
formalities : immediately after come 500 young 
gentlemen of quality, which may be called the band 
of gentlemen penfioners, attended by 1000 foot- 
men, array’d in carnation filk, bordered with flow- 
ers, ftitched with little liars in gold and IJIyer. Trii^ 

IS properly the kina’s houfhold. 

* , > , This 
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Srhi3 retinue is ftili more extraordinary by what 
follows, tKan by what Went before for immediate- 
ly 3<7 men bear an open fedan that refembles a tri- 
umphal chaif, 120 bearers fupport another clofe one, 
fo big, that one woijld take it for an mtire apart- 
ment.. Afterwards there appear four chariots, the 
two firft of which are drawn by elephants, and the 
other two by horfes Each fedan and chariot hath 
a company of 50 men for its guard the charioteers 
are ijchly apparelled, and the elephants, a5 well as 
•the horfes, are covered with embroidered houfings 
Then 2000 Mandarine officers, and 200c? officers 
of the army, all moft nchly cloathed, mirching m 
«der, and according to their cuftom,^ith a gravity 
tr^t commands refpe^t, bnng up the rear of this 
’ftatt\y (how It is not ntedfol that the court fnould 
be at great charges' for this pomp , and as foon as 
ever the emperor is pleafM to go offer facnfice, they 
always are in a readinefs to attend him m this order 
I not know that^m our entertainments and folemn 
feftivals, we have any tliuig more fplendid and mag 
nificcnt 

But the emperor of China never appears greater 
than when he gives auditnce to foreign ambafladors , 
that prodigious number of troops who are at that 
time m arms, that incrediblb number of Mandarines 
m jhcir formabties, diftinguifhed according to thar 
ran!^ and quality, placed jn order, without confu 
*fion, without noife, without difturbanee, m fuch 
. order ^ they would appear m the temples of their 
^ o ds T the minifters of ftate, the lord chief juftices 
all the fovereign courts, the petty kings, the 
princes of the blood, the heirs of the crown, more 
humble before this prince, than they are exalted 
•jbove the people the emperor himfelf feated on a 
, throne, who beholds proltrate at his feet all thi> 
crowd of adoiys , all this, I fa> , bears an,air of 
fovcrcignty antt grandeur in it, that is to be found 

no 
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ho where but in China, wliich chriftian humikfy 
does not fo much as permit kings fi> dcfire m thd 
moft glonous courts of Europe. * 

. I fhould never make an end, if I had a'hilrtd to dc-* 
fcend fo all the particulars of tjie publick ceremonies# 
where the Chinefe di/play all their raagnificenoe } I 
fuppofc, madam, I have fpokcn enough to give jou 
a juft idea of it 5 now if you pleafe to permit Ine, in 
the clofe ^of this letter, to add what I think of it 
myfelfj in reference to France, where the riche^s and. 
ambition of private peribns have carried - ftatelinefs 
to a higher pitch, than m any other realm in Eu-* 
rope ; it feems to me that the Chinefe do almoft 
ever furpafs us In common and publick aiftions, if 
a more glorious and ipecious outfide j but fha^-in 

domeftick things, our apartments are incomparably 

richer, the retinue of peribns c^r quality more dc^ 
cently cloathed, tho* not fo numerous, the equipag^ 
more commodious, the tables better ferved, and 
generally fpeaking, the expence more conftant, jnd 
better regulated. I am with a moft profound refpeft# 

Your 7noJi humhlty 
and nioji oiedient Servuntf 


LETTER VII. ‘ ' 

To the Archhijbop of Rheims, jirfi Peer of 

Of the Language, CbaraElers, Books, and lidoralitf^^ 
of the Chinefe. 

My Lord, ^ ^ , 

A fter having had the honrur to entert^ 
your grace at your'’fpare hours, concerning 
, the , 
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tbe different cufloms of the empire of China, I be- 
lief ed you wfiuld not take it amus to fee from me an 
hcccjunt of what relates to their language, charac- 
ters, hooka*, and morals 

There are certain, points of hiflory that one can- 
not.enter upon without much caution, and elpecially 
when one is to explain them, to fuch a perfon, as your- 
felf, whofe particular charafter it is, to know exaftly 
and mod perfeftly whateveryou ftudy , to fatisfy flich 
a mind, there is requifite an cxafhiefs and method, 
which the freedom and loofencfs of difcourfe will 
not admit of ' 

I well know, my lord, that it is difEcuIt to add, 
upon this fubjeid, any new knowledge to that which 
Yath rendered you one of the moft knowing prelates 
» of the age , how good and diffufive foever the mo- 
rality of China m2y be, yet are they but the faint 
glimpfes of narrow and imperfe£t reafon, which dif- 
appear as foon as they are brought near thofe divine 
lights that religion difcovcrs to us, and whereinto 
you have fo long dived by the continual reading of 
fathers, canons, and counals 

iNeverthelers, altho* all the philofophy of that 
renowned nation be not able to inflruA us, ) et is it 
Worth our inquiry to know, *10 what pitch of per- 
feiSlion It heretofore brougiit fciences, and that too 
at a time when other people m the world were either 
ignorant or barbarous Their chitf learning lies in 
" their wnting and their language, wherefore I will 
firfl fp^k of that what 1 have obferved moft re- 
^iiras^^aole therein is this 

^ The Chinefe language hath no analogy wthany 
-of thofe that are m vogue in the world, no aSinity 
neither m the found, m the pronunciation of the 
words, nor yet m the difpofing and ranging of the 
, coiicepttons Every thing is myftenous therein, and 
you ^vl]I> no i^eftion, ftand amazed, mj lad, to 
underftand all the words pf it may be learnt in 
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two hours, altho’ there is required feveral yea<^ 
ftudy to fpeak it that one may be feady to reid 
all the boohs, and to underftand them perfei^ly,* 
■without appr.hendmg any thing, if anoOier read it » 
that a doilor may compole a book with all the eJa 
boratenefs pofTible, and this very fame do6lor piay 
not knov/ enough of it to explain himfelf.in ordi 
nary converfation , that a mute, inftrufted m the 
charafters, might with his fingers, without writing, 
fpeak as fall as his auditors can conveniently h^*^ 
him , m a word, that the fclf fame words do often , 
lignify quite different thftigs, and of two perfons 
that fhall pronounce them, it will be a compliment 
in the mouth of the one, and foul language in the 
mouth of the other Thefe paradoxes, how f^ 
pnfmg foever they may feem, are very true, not- * 
withlhnding , and your grace wsU grant it, if 
picafe to give yourfelf never fo little trouble, to caft 
your eyes upon what I fhall wnte to you about it 
This tongue contains no more than three hundred 
and thirty words, or thereabouts, all of one fyllaole, 
or at leaft they feeni to be fo, becaufe they pro 
nounce them fo fuccindlly, that a man can fcarce dii- 
tinguifh the fyllabks although it be a tedious thing 
to read the whole fene« of them, yet fhall I defcnbe 
them in this plice, as well to let > ou underftand the 
tone, as to give you the fatisfaftion to fee, at one 
view, compnfed in one fingle page, a language fo 
ancient, fo famous, and 1 may fay, fo eloquent as 
this IS • 

Thefe few words would not be fufficient to 
a man’s felf aptly upon all fubjeils, to fupply wordsc, 
for arts and fciences, to maintain eloquence in du-r 
courfe, or in wnting, •which is very different among 
the Chinefe, if they had not an art to multiply tire 
fcnfe,wlthout multiplying the words This art cWer 
ly coqfifts in the accents they give tl em , the fame 
■word pronounccd^wuh a ftrongcr or\,w^'nker inflow 
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a of the voice hath divers fignifications , fo that the 
tnefe language, when it is fpoken exadtly, is a kirtd 
6f mufick, and contains ar^l harmony, which com 
"jlDfeth the Qflence and particular chandler of it 
There are five tones that are applied to each word, 
according to the lenfc one m^s to give it The 
•firft IS an uniform pronunciation without lightening or 
falJjDg the \ oice, as if one ftiould continue for fome 
time the firft note of our mufick. , the fecond raifeth 
the voice notably higher , the third a \ ery acute , 
^111 thfe fourth you defeend all on a fudden fo a grave 
tone , in the fifth you pift to a more deep note, if 
I may prefume fo fo exprefs myfelf, by hollowing 
and framing a kind of bife It is very hard to ex 
my meaning herem any other way than by 
it^e language itfclf 

However, ycHi already (ee, my lord, that, b> this 
diverfity of pronunciatton,333 words are made 1665, 
befides', one rmy pronounce fmoothly, or afperate 
each word, which is very ufiial, and does ftill in 
crCiTe the language by half Sometimes theft mo 
nofyllables are joined together, as we put our let 
ters together, thereby to compofc different words 
Nay, they do more than all tliaf, for fomctimes a 
a\hole phrafe, according as y: folloa^s or goes be 
fore another, hath a qui'o different ftnfe, fo it plain- 
ly appears, that this tongue, fo poor, fo fccming- 
,1) Harrcn, yet for all that, is indeed very nch and 
Vopibus in fumifhing us with aainety of words 
But theft nehes coft foragnars dear to come by 
I cannot tell whether fome mifiionancs 
had not better have lalxnirrd m th* mines than to 
jiave applied themfthes for ft\c«l vears to this la 
hour, one of th* hirdcft and moftdifcouraging that 
one can experience m matter of fludy I cannot ap 
-^re^end how any one can fiai*c other thoughts i 
' and I mufl corftfs I admii'd to read the ncw^rcla- 
tion of father jj^tagilhcn, that the Chincft language 
1 N u 
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is eaCier than the Greek, Latin, and all the langua- 
ges in Europe. He adds, one cannq.’’ deubt 
if it be confidered, that the difficulty in tongue^ 
proceeds from the memory i now, o{ie hath^cf* 
trouble at all in this, that hath but very few words 
in con^arifon of others, nay^ and may be leam’d 
in a day*^ time. , ‘ 

To argue as this father does, mufick muft epft^us 
but an hour*s time, feven words and feven tonS 
do not much burthen the memory, and, if one have 
but a voice never fo little flexible, one would think* 
it were no hard matter to learn them ; neverthelefs, 
we fee by daily experience, whofo begins at thirty 
or forty years, unlefs he have a more than ordina- 
ry inclination for mufick, fcarce ever learns it to 
pofe j nay, and after much application and lopg^'< 
ercife, is fbll, to his dying dayf byt a pitiful mu“' 
fician. How will It fare with a perfon who hath 
fix tones to combine with above 300 words, that 
he does not know by the writing, which he muft ' 
to mind extempore, when he would fpeak flueitriy» 
or when he is to ^ftinguUh in another perfon that 
precipitates his words, and who fcarce obferves the 
accent and particular tone of each word ? 

It is not the memory that is put to a ftrefs upon 
this occafion, but the' imagination and ear, which in 
feme certain perfons never diftinguifh one tone from 
another ; the turn of the tongue alfo conduces* 
finitely thereto \ and there Jtre certain perfons*thafc 
have memory fiiffiiyent to learn a book in a few 
days, who v,'ill tug at it for a month togVtljerto^ 
pronounce only one word, and all to no purpofe : * 
How happens it, that, let him take what care 
will, a man has never a good accent in our language, * 
when he is bom certain provinces, if he lives in 
them till he is grown up. « 

Neverthelefs, to make ^yourfclf, underftood in * 
CWndc, you muft give cachiWorduts^ peculiar, ac- 
- Si''-.* cent; 
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cent i vary but never fb little, and you fall into an- 
^^ther tone! thnt makes a ridiculous counter-fcnfe ; 
if you have not a care, you may call a man 
whqi you mean to call him Sir, becaufe the 
word, that is common to them both, hath a diffe- 
rent fenfe, only by the different tone they give it * 
-'fo tnat it IS properly in this language, that one may 
..J the* tone is all in all. 

This is that alfo that makes the Chinefe tongue 
more difncult than others When a Granger that 
* hath but a fmattering intends to fpeak French, if he 
pronounces feme words but never fo little well, we 


eafily guefs atthofe he (peaks ill, and we know his 
meaning , but in China, one fingle word, badly pro- 
nounced, is enough to render the whole phrafe un- 
• yi^elligiblc •, and one phnfe at the beginning, that 
ris not well heard* and underftood, hinders the un- 


derftanding of v hat follows So when one chances to 
come into a congregation, where they have already 
begun to fpeak about fome bufinefs, one flares about 
n^ 6 od while without underllandmg, till luch dme 
as by degrees they put him in the ivay, and till he 
gets hold of the thread of the difcouric. 

Befidcs w hat I ha\ c been faying, this tongue hath 
particular charaiflcrs that diflinguim it from all others. 
Tirfl of all* they do nbt fpeak as they avrite, rnd 
the mofl quaint dlfcourfc is barbarous, harfh, and 
^unfileafanc when print^ If'you avould avntc well, 
»>ou*inufl ufe more proper terms, more noble cepref- 
fions, njore particulartums, thandooccurin common 
•* diran.rrc, and a. hich arc proper only for v.Ti'ing, the 
flilc of which is more difTcrcnt from the common 


.elocution, than oar obfcurdl Latin poets are from 
‘*thc fmootheft and ncfl natuml profe 

S^ndly , cloq icnce does not confifl tn a ccrt:d.T 
— tiirjlorinon of periods, fuch as ora'ors alcft, a’ ho, to 
' impoic upon r*(c aud *015, fluff it fbnetincs only 
w ith wuri J, btcaufc they have but fear thjigs b tell 
' N 2 them. 
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them. The Chtnefe are eloquent by their lively ex- 
prefltons, noble metaphors, bold aiid cfuwindt 
parifons, and above all, by abundance of fentencec 
and paflages taken from the ancients, which 
them are of great moment ; They deliver a great 
many things in a few words, their ftile is clofe and 
myfterious, obfcure and not continued, they feldom 
make ufe of thofe particles that Illuftrate *and wn- 
neft our difcourfe. They feem fometimes to ^'eak 
not to be iniderftood, oftentimes they expert you 
Ihould underftand leveral things, altho* th^ do* 
not mention them ; (b much fenfe and thought do 
they inclofe in few words • 

It is true, this oblcurity aJmoft quite vanishes in 
refpeit of thofe who have a perfcft knowledge in the 
charafters \ and a learned man, that reads a^'yarK 
is feldom miftaken in it, but ip ^peaking, one 
often at a {land : and I have conversed with fome 
doftors, who, to underlland one another in famihsf 
difcourfes, were obliged to delbribe with their fin- 
ger in the air the particular letter that exp!cft*d 
their words, whofe fenfe could not be determined 
by the pronunciation. 

Thirdly, the found of words Is pretty pleafing 
to the ear, efpecially in the province of Nan- 
kim, where the accertt is jnore correib than in any 

other part j for there, many pronounce" the different 

tones lb fine and delicately, that a ftranger hath 
much ado to perceive it. Befides, they never ufe'" 
R, which contributes not a little to mollify that 
language ; yet muff it be allowed, that mVA 
of the Chinefe that pretend to fpeak corre^y» 
fpeak very unmufically, they drawl out their w6r^ 
intolerably, and tho’ they be all monofyllables,* 
yet by mcer extending them, they make words in- 
*^d like to intire phraffs. *■ ^ 

They have moreover a ternurntion which often* 
occUi's, which we expreis commonly by a double II s 
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found^comes from the bottom of the nfpra ar^ 
Atria^ fo unccfuth and unnatural, that that alone is ca- 
of fpoiling'a language : but as certain forced af- 
p^tions itf the Caftilian tongue do notwithftanding 
pleafe the Spaniards, /b theChmefe are perfuaded that 
^efe fame gutturals that dilpleafe us are a real grace j 
and that thefe more niafculine and ftronger tones 
body to their language, without which it 
would be apt to degenerate into an effeminate foft* 

, nefsj which would at beft have no grace but in the 
mouths of women and children. 


Fourthly, they want abundance of founds which 
we exprefs by our letters*, for example, they do not 
pronounce c, r, x", z, after the fame manner 

as we do in France ; and when any one forces them 
!/tf^prtfffounce them, they always make fome altera- 
tion, and ufe /iritis that in their language come the 
neareft to them, never bdng able almoft to exprefs 
them exaftly •, which proved formerly a great diffi- 
, tbe Chinefe priefts in confecrating the hoft^ 

who could not fay mafs in Latin without falling into 
a ridiculous jargon. Yet there was fo much pains 
taken to 'frame their tongue, that at length they have 
fucceeded to admiration; fb that the Latin in their 
mouths is not much more difierent from that of the 
Portuguefw^ than that oT the Portuguefe is from ours 
that I have been faying, my lord, is to be uii- 
. derjlood of tlie Mandarine language, that is current 

* all over the empire, v/hich is univerfally underllood 
pveiy where; for the common people at Fokien, be- 

' Tides that, fpcak a particular tongue, that hath no 
.^affinity with the fame, who look upon it in China, 

• as we do upon the Bifcay language, or Bafbetron in 
France. 


Wli,it.^J.itcs.tD^the China charafler b n.o.leCq.fip. 
"'guTar than their tongue j they have not any alphabet 
as wc have, that corit«ns the dements, an4 aa it 
were, the pri'^plcs of the words ; nay, they cannot 

N 3 ^ - fa 
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fo much as comprehend how wc arc able, v/Ith fo 
fmall a number of figures, each of Whi^h fignifie^ 
nothing, to exprefs upon a piece of paper all our con-' 
ceptions, to compolc fuch an infinite oumberr^ 
books, as to fiock whole libraries. This art of put- 
ting letters together, to compofe words of them, to 
combine them both into a prodigious nu^nber oT 
fenfes, is to them a hidden myftery ; and that, which, 
is fo common amongfl other nations, never obtained 
amongft them*, either thro* the little conver/e they 
have had with other neighbouring nations, or thro* 
the fmall account they made of forctgti inventions. 

Infiead of charafters, .it the beginning of their mo- 
narchy, theyus*dhieroglyphicks; they painted rather 
than wrote i and by the natural images of things, 
which they drew upon paper, they endeavour’d 
prefs and convey their ideas fo others \ fo that to 
write a bird, they painted Its figure, and to fignify ^ 
foreft, they reprefented a gr«it company of trees ; a 
circle lignified the fun, and ti crefeent the moon. 

Tlus fort of writing was not only impcrfcjfi, 8ut 
very Inconvenient ; tor befides that one evprefs’d 
his thoughts but by halves, even thofe fev/, that were ' 
exprcrs*d, were never perfedtly conceived, and it was, 
befides, utterly impofliWc to avoid miftakes : more- 
^here needed whole veriumes to exprefs a fow 
things, becaufo the painring took up a great deal of 
room; infomuch, that the Cbiiiere by little and ^ 
little changed their writing, and conipofed more fihi- * 
pie figures, tho’ Jefs natural : They likewiie invent- 
ed many to exprefs fome things that painting could 
not reprefent, as the voice, fmell, fenfes, concep-^ 
tions, pafilons, and a thouland other objedts that « 
nave neither body nor figure ; of feveral fimple 
draughts they after made compound ones, and at 
Wis rate they multiplied their chara(P-ers ad ^ , 

particulS*^^^ deftined one or m9re pf^hem for each 
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j This abundance of letters js, in my opinion, the 
^urce of'the Chinefe ^orance, becaufe thej im 
^oy all their daysin this ftudy, and have no leifure 
uKmuch gs to think of other fciences, fancying 
themfelves learned enough jf they can but read 
Ho.vever, they are iar from under^anding all their 
ic ters It IS -N ery much, ifi after feveral years in 
^^^ga?)le ftudy, they are able to underftand fif 
teen or twen‘y thoufand The vulgar fort of the 
learned content themlelves with Jels f and I cannot 
behiVe, that there was ever aii) doilor that un- 
derftood the third part, for they re kon upwards 
of twenty four thoumnd 

As for ftrangers, it is fcarce credible how much 
this ftudy dilgufts them , it is an heavy croft to 
all 1 tn-n*s lie long (for commonlv itls 
not too long for^t) to ftuff his head svith this hor 
rible mulntcac of figures, and to be alway s occupied 
ill decyphenng imp“rfeA hieroglyphicks, that have 
in a manner no analogy with the things they fig 
inly , there is no” the leaft chirm in this, as in the 
fcicuces of Europe, which, m fitigim g, do not ceife 
to recompcnce the weary mind w th delight It is 
neccfliry m Chin-’, that a man may not be difcou 
nged, to feek out more fubhme motives, to excite 
this tjre^ inclimtion ? to*make a Mitiie of ne 
cefTity, and to plcafc one’s felf to think, that th s 
ftudy, how cribbed and ingratcful foei er itfiems, 

IS not ftenle, bccaufc it is 1 fure wiy to bring 
men to the knowledge of Jefus Chnft 

It is that way whereby wc niikcourfcIv^Mindcr 
.flood bythelcarrcd, whereby we infinuitt ourPtlvcs 
*into their fpints, and thereby prepare them far the 
great truths of the chnftum rtligion , thei*. ts not 
.sbnrjwHhn- .whm^lhis hone oftirtsichinj! the^ofncl 
fubcefsfull) docs^ 5 t mcounge and infp nt \\ c can 
not alfo doul^, but that our blcftcd Lo-d may ic 
company the effcfls of our good wi)J, wjth' a par 
N • ucular 
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ticular blcfllng j and it is more than probabJi^ that, 
if it had not been for the afilftance fronv above, ,t^ 
mifllonaries would never have been fo great pro^ 
dents, as to make fuch a progrefs that has afto'* 
nilhed the ableft dodtors of the cmpirel ' 

Amongft thefe charadters, there are fome of divers 
forts. Thefirft arc almoftout of ufe, and they'prg::. 
ferve them only out of veneration to antiquity. The 
fecond," not fo ancient by far, take place ohhy^ 
publick infcriptlons ; when there is occafion for 
them, they confult books, and, by the help, of a* 
dldbonary, it is e.afy to decypher them. The third,' 
much more regular and fair, ferve for the impref- 
fion, and alfo for the ordinary writing i neverthe- 
lefs, the ftrokes and draughts of, them being very 
exadt and curious, thete needs a conHderable time 
vmte them. And for that reafon, they**have*co^''! 
tnvw a fourth kind of writing,® tHe ftrokes where* 

, of being more joined, and lefs diftingui/h’d one from 
another, facilitate the writing fafter ; for that rea- 
jon, they are called Voluble Letters : Thefe there 
laft charadlers do much relemble one another, and do 
anfwer to our capital letters, to the printed letters, 
and ordinal y writing. 

Inftead of a pen, they ule a pencil, held in the 
hand, not obliquely, as our painters, but direflly, as 
It the mper were to be prick'd. The Ormefealways 
write from top to bottom, and begin their firftclet- 
ter where ours end ; fo that, to read their bopks,,*" 
the laft page mull firft be (ought for, which with 
them IS the beginfJng ; Their paper being very . 
thin andalmoft tranlparent, they are fain to double if» 
for fear left the letters do run into oneanother VhefT 
they write on the backfide : but thefe doubled leaves". 
f° even, that one can hardly perceive it. 

To y/rite a bad hand was nfirerin China, as for;, 
mer y jn France,^ a fign of nobiti^ ; every body is • 
5irn itjous to write fur , and, befom one ftands can- 

didate 
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the firft degree of learning, 
muft giv^a fpecimen of Jus fair hand A letter 
•ill cut m a compofition, m a work, in a petition, is 
<%ronfiderable fault, and becpufc one ftroke often 
alters the whole fenfe, there needs no more to make 
one, upon examinatifcn, to lofe the degree of dodlor, 
^nd confequently to rum his fortune So that all 
the Mimdannes ^vnte fetr, and the emperor excels 
•irrtfiat, as m all other things 

Pnnting, which is but an art ui, its infancy m 
Europe, hath been, from all antMuity, m ufe m 
China , however it is Something different from ours , 
as we have but few letters, from which we can com 
pofc huge volumes, by putting them together, few 
charadters fuffice, becaufe thofe that have ferved for 
tbft are ftill employed for all the others 

'’^TKepfodtgious number of China chanfters hinder 
you from ufing this way, except only m feme re- 
ftndltons that concern the palace, and ntle pages, 
into which few letters can come in on all omer 
^ccalions they find it more cafy to engrave their 
letters upon wooden boards, and the charge is much 
lefs 

This IS the wa) the) go to work He, who ii 
tends to pnnt a book, gets it fair written o\ er b) a 
marter fenbe, the cngpver glcws each leaf upon an 
even fmtfith table, and then the draughts with the 
graving tool are done lb cxadlly, that the charaftcr^ 
, have a pcrfcdl rcfcmbUnccwith the ongmal , fothat 
the imprcfllon is good or bad, according as a good 
or bad feribe hath been cinpld)cd , this ffnlf ot the 
^ruers IS fo great, that one cannot diftinguifli th't 
\\luch IS jmpnntcd from xshat was wntten b) the 
’ hand, uhen th'\ haxcmadcufc of the famepap-r 
and mk 

, It muff thst th'S ton fimrCoTgis 

fom-v hat mo- fnnod ous, inafmuch as the boa-ds 
mud be muItiplKnl « much as the lca\cs,'/o that 
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'an indifferent big chamber will not fuffide to contam 
all the little tables, that lerved for the?^impreflion 
a large volume j yet when the engraving is finifh’d^ 
one is not obliged at the fame time to diaw offc^ 
the copies, by running a ventufe of not felling above 
half, and ruin his eftate by a needlefs charge. T'he 
Chinefe print their leaves, according as they put them * 
off; and the wooden plates, which they eafiljwaitL, 
over again, after they have drawn off two or three 
hundred copies, ferve for many other different 
impreflions. Befides that, they have no occafion 
for a correftor of the prefs ; for, provided that the 
leaf be cxaftly written, it is very rare that the en- 
graver makes any faults, which is none of the Icaft 
advantages. 

The p^er of China feems fo fine, that 
gined in France that it was of fill., cr cotton ; but 
cotton is not fo proper for that purpoft as people 
imagine ; and the artificers have aitur^ me, that the 
little threads of filk cannot be beat fmall enough^ 
to corapofe an uniform mile, fuch as is requifite for 
the leaves. All the Cbini paper is made of the 
bark, or inward rhind of Bambou ; it Is a tree more 
even, thicker, ftraiter, and ftronger than the cider ; 
they throw away the firft rhind, as too hard and 
thick ; the undermoli, as' being whifer, fofter, 
pounded with fair water, ferves for the matter 
whereof they compofe paper*, which they take up . 
with frames or moulds, as long and broad as they 
think fit, as wc do here ; there are leaves of ten and 
twelve feet long ; and the paper of the leaves is 
white, and much more even and fmoother than burs^ 

Inftead of glev/ th^pals alom upon it, which . 
does not only hinder it from finking, but renders it 
allb fo fhining, that it appears*^ ^\'a^b’d over wlth^ 
filver, or inipr^nated with vamilff’^^it is cxtrrmtly 
fmooth under the pen, but cfpcclalh^nder the pen- 
cil, tl at requires an even 1 for if it t>f rugged 

! ’ and 
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knotty^ ^lke our paper, the little threads feparate, 
^(1 the letter? are never well terminated 
I*’ Yet for all that the China paper is not laftmg, it 
is*ui)jcdl to*fret , any moifture or dull flicks to it , 
and, by reafon of itsjheing made of the bark of a 
treg, worms infallibly breed m it, if care be not t'lken 
to beat the books now and then, and expofe them 
_ta,she fun , fo that they cannot preferve in China, 
as we do in Europe, ancient manufenpts , and they 
continually renew the libraries, wh cn are therefore 
^ only* ancient, becaufe they confift of aiithentick 
copies of ancient onginols 

Since I have told your grace all things that con- 
cern the books and printings of China, I hope j ou 
will not take it amus if I fpeak a word or twocon- 
particular quality of their ink It is mofi: 
•excellent, and they have hitherto %aml) tned in 
France to iminte it , that of Nankim is mod fet by , 
and there be flicks made of it fb \ ery curious, and 
of fuch a fweet feent, that one would be tempted to 
'*~^eep fbme of them tho* the) fhould be of no ufe 
at all 

I fiy flicks of ink, for it is not a liquor like ours , 
It IS folid, and rcfcmblcs our mineral colours, tho* 
lighter b\ far , they make it, into all fibres , the 
more ulu-X arc four fqbarc, but not lo broad as 
long, about halt an inch thick There arc fome of 
them gilded with fijijircs of dragons, birds, and 
•flowers, they CO itrivc for that purpofc pretty moulds 
of wood fo cunoufly wrought, nhat one would h.a\c 
' r^ch ado to make any thing more complcat upon 
tnctal 

, When o 1C has 3 mind to wntc, they have a little 
* polifh’d marble upon the table, made hollow at the 
Old, proper to hold^atcr» they mfiife one end of 
'the* fbek thcror' which the> nih gcntl) upon the 
fmoolh fart of the rrurMc % and m a moment, ac 
cording as the) rul , there b produced a liquo-, ^orc 

^ or 
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or lefs black, wherein they dip the of tjje 
pencil to write with This mk is extremelj^ 

black, and altho* it finks when the paper is fo jiney' 
yet does it never extend further than the- pencil 
that the letters are exatfUy ffrminated, how grofs 
foever the ftrokes be . 

It hath moreover another quality, that niakes^ it 
admirable good for defigning, that is, it adnm^af 
all the diminutions one can give it > and there are 
many things ’that cannot be reprefented to the Jifsi . 
without ufing this colour In a word, it is not fo *. 
difficult to be made as people imagine , altho* the 
Chinefe ufe lamp black, drawn from divers matters* 
yet thebeft is made of hogs greafe, burnt in a lamp > 
they mix a fort of oil with it, to make it fweeter, 
and pleafant odours, to fiipprefs the ill 
create and oil After having reduced it to a con 
fiftence, they make of the pafie httlc loxenges* 
which ^ey caft m a mould , it is at firft very heavy* 
but when it is very hatd, it is not fo weight) ^ 
half, and that, which they give for a pound, weighs 
not above eight or ten ounces 

The binding of books in China is likewife very 
pretty andcunous, tho* it comes much fhort ofoursj 
they don’t gild upon^ the edges, nor fo much aS 
colour them The onimary*books are ccyered with 
a grey pafteboard, handfomc enough They bind 
others according as they plnf^ , in a fine fattin, or a ^ 
kind of flower’d taffaty, that is very cheap, ana is 
commonl) made on purpofe for this ufe I have 
feen feme covered with nch filk, flower’d uith gol^ 
and filvcr, the form is aJwa)s the fame, but thcjC 
arc at coft^ according to the matter they arc willing • 
to employ I Ihould never have prcfumetl, m)' 
lonl, to take the libert) tofctdmvn all thefe minute^ 
ctrcumfianccs, if I were not periC ded, that a Idtle 
account is not always dilagrecable m learned men, 
w ho, j like you, arc acquainted beforehand ;\ath the 

mofi 
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moft matters But I now prefcnt you with 

jbmethmg'n^re fold, which, without doubt, you 
*tnay have read , but I add it in this place bnefly, 
^o refrefti yourimemory 

The firff hiftory,* that was m the world, was, 

S 3ut all controve^, the book of Genefis , but it 
be granted, that, /of all the books that have 
reached*our knowledge, thole of China are the firft 
“that have been publtftied they name them by way 
of excellence. The Five Volumes , ard the Chtnefc 
• hold nothing more facred than the doflnne therein 
taught It is about four thoufand three hundred 
years fince the emperor Hoamti, after he had in- 
vented the characfters, compofoi treaties of aftrono 
my, arithmettck, and mediane 
, •^earj^on three hundred years after, they made 
''a collcdlion of, ajl the ordinances, and wnt the 
hiftory of king Yao, a pnnee recommendable for his 
piety, prudence, and the mighty care he took to 
eftablim a model of government m the ftate Chun 
=*«tnd Ifu, his fucceflbrs, were no lefs famous , they re- 
gulated the ceremonies of the facrlfices, that they 
were bound to offer to the fupreme Maftcr of hea- 
ven, and to the mfenor Ipmts that prefided over 
nvers and mountains , they di\nded the empire into 
provinces , they fix’d shar tlifferent fituation, with 
refpeft tiT* the conftellaoons of hca> cn , they regu 
fitted the taxes that .the people ivere to pay . they 
, nude feveral other coliftitutions very wholcfome and 
proper for introducing good manners, and very ne 
ceflary for the publick quiet ^All thefe things were 
-Avniten , and whatever, thefe three emperors have 
'left behind them to poffienty, hath bccnalH-ajs con- 
* fidcred by the Chinefe as oracles 

Ncverthelcfs, b^ufe feme things ever cfcape the 
, notice of the fir(VH«-s, the emperors i/horagncd a 
thoufend fe\crvnundrcdand fc\cnty fix )cars before 
our Saviour, upon mature delibeniQon, and’ by the 
rfudent 
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prudent counfel and adviceof their miniK^IJ'^hought 
themfelves obliged to make an addition oV new of ^ 
They report that Caotfbn, a prince, in whom pi“^5 f 
and zeal m religion did infinite^/ inhanc^ the* njiidc 
qualities he had received from ijature, faw in a dream 
the figure of a man coming from heaven afte^e 
awoke, the image remained fo lively engraven upon 
his mind, that he caufedhtm to be fought Yor^jind 
found him at length amongll the mafons So foon 
as this man npply*d himfelf to the government, he 
feemed to be infpired, and made feveral beneficial ^ 
regulations, that perfefted the ancient ordinances, 
avhich were again augmented under fucceedmg reigns , 
mfomuch that, being all colleiflcd together, there ns as 
a book conipofed of them which the Chintfc call 
• Chu kim, N/hich amongft them is of 
thonty, in reference to the politick ftate, as Mofes 
and the prophets are amonglt the Jews, as to svhat 
concerns the worihip of God, and form of religion 
Ihe fecond book, Nvhich the Chmcle reverence 
for Its antiquit) , is a long continuation and fencs 

odes and perms, compolra under the ragns of the 
third race *!■ where arc defenbed the manners and 
cufioms of the petty kings of China, Nvho govern’d 
the provinces under the emperor’s jurTfdiflion 
Confucius mentions tfiem N»jth great n^rks of rc 
fpeft , which mikes us incline to judge, that m pro 
CW5 of time thc) had been cot rupted by a mittOrc 
of fcNcral bad pieces, fince fc\cpil things arc fotind* 
m them nct) ndiculeus, not to faj impious Fohi, 
founder of the monarch) , compofed before that tin^c * 
poems of this nature ; the) w ere fo obf'a.'^* 
that Nvhat care fo-Ncr tbe> took to put a good ^ 
conflruftjon on them, )ct Junc thc> been forced to 
confefs that the) were not rt^clligni’e Th i oI» 
feurty, fo unfathomable to thc^ rf?d I^imcd hcAli. * 

, ^ had. 
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hath ‘^tayoccafion to maiiy fuperftitions The 
Bonzes witft^them to a wrong ufe, and make theni 
»fey what they pleafe , th^ are to them an inex- 
houftihle fountain df fables and chimeras, which 
they make ufe of, xo caufe the people to pm their 
faiA upon their fleeve However, they have com- 
pile a* tome of them, v/hxch holds the third rank 
araongfl! clafllck authors 

“ The -f fourth contains the hiftory of fevetal 
prmces, their virtues, vices, and m?xims of the 

• government, that have been colledled by Confiiaus, 
and commented upon by his difciples 

The 11 fifth treats of cuftoms and ceremonies 
There IS mention made of temples, facred veficls; 
of the duty of children to their parents, and wives 
, to their hafbands , rules of real fnendlhip, civilities 
tit feafts , of hofpitaiity, mufick, war , of funeral 
honours, and of a thoufand other things that re> 
gard fociety 

Thefe five books are very ancient, and all the 
-^hers, that have any authority in the empire, are no- 
thing but copies, or mterpretations of them Amongft 
abundance of authors who have taken pains about 
thefe fo famous originals, none is fo confpicuous and 
eminent as Confuaus, they havea great eileem, efpe- 
cially for that which hs compiled in four books, up- 
on the ancient laws, which are look*d upon as the 
ruk of pcrfcift government There he treats of 
. the* great art of rejghtog, of mediocrity, virtues, 
and vices, of the nature of Jhings, and of com- 
mon duties This laft tome, noti/itnftanding, is not 
Hiuch the w^ork of Confucius, is of Mcnaus 
fns" difcTple, whofc life was Icfs regular tlun that 

* of his m^cr, but his ilile more eloquent and 

jjlcafant ^ 

^ V* iTciiacs 

• Vh" ♦ The fottrUi 

I ThcEiih , 



192 Of fbe La}2guage, CharaBe\^, Boo^ 

Befides thefe nine books, there be^rfii^othew 
much in vogue, as the univerlkl hiftor^'- 6f the drt-' 
pire, the truth of which is no lefs confirmed 
China, than it is in our moft i/dted hift<jries in Eu- 
rope. The books that treatjof the education of 
children, of obedience, of loyalty, are afcribe^to 
Confucius. " You have foVne which difcourfe of me- 
dicine, agriculture, plants, of the tnilitary’ art*.^of 
arts liberal and mechanick, of particular hiftones, 
aftronomy, philofophy, and a great many other 
parts of mamematicks. In Ihort, they have their 
romances, comedies, and, what I place in the fame 
rank, an abundance of treitifes compofed by -the 
Bonzes, concerning the wor/hip of the deities of the 
country, which they alter, dlminilh, and increafe* 
according as they find it neceflary to inveigle. thCj 
people, and fwell their revenues. » t 

Of all thefe books they have compiled numerous 
Tibraries, feme whereof were compofed of above 
forty thoufand volumes j but all thefe brave '^orl^ 
that antiquity took Co much pains to bring forth, 
which private perfons had amafled with fo vaft ex- 
pences, were well-nigh all deftroyed by the tyran- 
nical order of one emperor. Three hundred years, 
or thereabouts, after the death of Confucius, thatjs 
to fay, two hundred yeirs beforethe birth^of our Savi- 
our, the emperor Chihoamti, illuftrious by his valour 
and military fcience, of which-he was mafter beydnd 
all his pr^eceflbrs, and ftifi more famous for^he « 
prodigious wall he,caafed to be built, to fccute 
his territories from the interruptions of the Tartars, 
refolvcd to extirpate all Icicnccs ; and not 
with putting a great number of doctors to death, , 
he ordered his fubjeils, upon pain of death, to fet 
fire on all the books in th^mplre, exewt thofc 
that treated on agriculture, mrakmc, and forcety. * 
This conflagration, the mofl rcmirkablc that ever 
the ippublick of letters (ufTcred, had like to have ut- 

tcrly 
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men : his life hath been writ by fevrfd perfons i 
I fliall report what they commonly fay of it. ^ 
Confucius, whom the Chingle nam^ Coum-^fcj 
was born In the province of ^^amturti, the trhir- 
ty-feventh year of the reign of the emperor Kim, 
four bundled fourfcoreand three years befoie‘<^ 
incarnation of our Saviour 5 the death of his fa- 
ther, that preceded his blith, made them call'hinv 
Tcefle, which lignifies Child of Sorrow ; he de- 
rived his pedigree from Tiny, twenty Teventh,em- , 
peror of the fecond race : how illuftrlous foever this 
family might be by a long feries of kings, it be- 
came much more fo by the life of this great 
man : He ecllpfed all hts anceftors, but he gave 
his pofterity a luftre that ftill continues, ^fter 
than two thoufand years. ‘ China acknowledges 
no true nobility but in this family, mightily re- 
fpedled bv fovereigns, who have derived fro*^ 
thence, as from the fburce, the laws of'perfeft 
government, and no Ids beloved by the peopTtt;' 
to whofe happinefs he hatli fo fucccfsfully 
tributed. 

Confucius did not proceed by the ordinary de- 
grees of childhood, he feemed rational a great deal 
Iboner than other metr, foj he took delight in no- 
thing that other children are fond df: Playing* 
going abroad, amufements proper to his age, 
not at all concern him j he h^d a grave, a. fe-, 
rious deportment, that gained him rdpe^t, and^'as, 
at that very time, *a prefigc of what one day he ^ 
was like to be . but that, \vhich diftinguidiet^Jiy? ■ 
the mofl, tN2s his exemplary and unbulicd piety. 
He honoural his rehtions , he endeavoured jn all' ■ 
things to mutate his grandfither, who lived then 
in China, rcPpcilcd and adlfA^ed by all fur, his 
exemplary fitifllty » and it avasVjbleni'ablo, that ‘ 
be utSrcr cat any ilnag but be proftrated him- 
filf vpon the ground, and offered it to the Aipreme 
J..oni of heaven. , SVhc” > 
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JWhen jlk was 'a child, hearing his grandftther 
/etch a deej> figh, he came up to him’, and when 
*he^had faluted him, bowing feveral times to the 
very *groufid, te fo told, fays he, without 

injuring the reJpeSt V <nve to ask ;^ou the oc- 
“T^ion of your grief ? Perhaps^ you are afraid that 
your plenty way negk£l the care of viitiie^and 
wdijhonour you hy their •nice JPioat put this thought 
into your bead ^ fays Coum-tfe to him, and wbeie 
,have you learned to fp:a\ after tins manner f 
Fiom yourfelf reply*d Cbnfucius ; I attat*ively hear 
you every time you fpeak^ and I have often heaid 
you fay^ that a foity who hy bis niannei of liv- 
ing does not keep up to the reputation of his ancef- 
torSi degaierates from tbenit and does net defe.ze 
*ta bear tfeir name. It^enyou fpokt after that man- 
did not yoii ihink of me ^ and might not that 
be the thing that troubles you ? This good old 
man was overjoy’d at this difcourfe, and after that 
^med not to be difquieted. 

Confuciusi after his grandfathers death, was a 
conftant adherer to Tcem-fe, a famous doAor of* 
thofe times i and, under the conduct of fo great 
a mailer, he became m a ihort lime a mighty 
brofident in the knowledge of antiquity, which 
he look’d*llpon, eVen then, as the moft perfect 
model. This love fjr the andcnls had like one 
day, fo Jiave coft him his Jjfei tho’ he ^vas then 
Vut fixteen jears of age: for,'^ifcourJlng vjth a 
perion of the higheft quality, * ho fpoke of the 
iQ^fcunty and unprofitablcncfs of the Chinefe books, 
tin5'“child read mm fomewhat too fevere a IcAurc 
•concerning the refpeft that is diie to them. 

Tie bosks yo’l /peak of fays Confucius, conlant 
froj^un-J uknvii'i 

> be tiiiJeifcii but by the lenrrcd : the people v.culd 
unlcri'ahe tbemf csnid tley ecmprehe/id them of them'-* 
frhet. ^ais deperdlnce of judgneins, ly wltcp tVe 
O * JlupU 
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Jliipid are fuhjeEl to the learned, is e^^projitahlei 
and itffiil in human foctety were all ^mthes efpiel- 
iy rich, and equally powerful, there would remetti 
no form of gcnemment ■ hut tiere would happeitjd 
a more ftrange dtfcorder, if alt were equally knmo- 
ing, eveiy one would he for geverning, and nobji)^ 
would believe hmfelf obliged to obey 

Some time ago, added this witty child,' one- of 
the vulgar fpoke to me as you do, I did not wor 
del at It , hut / admire at prefent, that a dolloi 
as you aie, Jhould fpeak to me hke this man 5 
the dregs of the people This difcourfe, one woul 
think (hould gam the affea,on and refpca of * 
Mandarine hut confiifion, that poflcfs’d him « 
th,r n by a child, did fo nettle hi®; 

We f to be revenged Hocaufedha 

wnh™,‘r°i’'n'"''?''^ '’Y mcnijl fervants, mi, 
■Viotenee "'““'d have committed foin! 

o ven h’ not the kmg, who had notice of it> 

given him orders to withdraw 

vea!, n tras a httle more advanced# 

“ colleflion of the mod excelleiit 
mwims of the ancients, which he intended to fol- 
at that •'"= Ptople Each pimnncc 

in fnh, d'd'na kingdom, which a pnnce, 

hr k^f'T,'? d-I d»npv«.r, gov^edbypW 
of mft an^ taxes, difpofed 0 ^ all pltt« 

'1 hefe n’etta't be judged expeditmt 

them ^t’ ^ bingshad Ibmct'mcs differences among 

and h d ™rf°4l«nirelf ftood in fear of tlicm , 

himfeUe"oV-d'brther°"'’' 

Confuflttr ki. ^ . f , . . . t t,1 


uw uucj -a by them 

P<^f‘u.idcd that the p^'oplc v.onll 
“!f , ^ ns intcrcft, nmbitjon, and 

e ^hej (hoiild reign in allrhcrc pettv courts, ic- 


Ji'K Cd°!n ^ 'diorild reign in aU^efc pett) 
titio^man “P ’ Icaere mpralit), 


vul . 


tinon vv,” «P a Icierc iwpniiC), to prtv- 

*0 contemn nchesnnd worldly pk-srurcc, 
•^nu^ate-m tcnpcrsnrc, jufttcc, mid other Virtues 
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to infpIreAhem with grandttir and magnanimity, 
Jjroof againfE aJi the temptations of this ife, a iin- 
centy incapable ofitheleaftdifguire, eveninrefpeft 
'of <h% gr«ateft priifces ; in fine, to teach them a 
Jcmd of Lfe that /hbuM oppofe the paffions, and 
intirely cultivate reafon and virtue. 

^That which is moft to be admired is, That he 
.preached more by his example than by his words ; 
fo that he every where reaped very confiderable 
fruit from his labours. Kings were governed by his 
counfels, the people reverenced him as a faint ; eve- 
ry body commended him, and even thoie, who 
could not be brought to imitate his actions, did 
neveithelefs admire them: but ibmetimes he took 
upon him^ fuch a feventy, as his greateli friends 
and admirers could never comply with 

Being chofen*to fill a confiderable place of truft in 
the kingdom of Lou, inlels than three months time, 
after he exercifed the charge, he introduced fuch a 
prodigious change, that the court and provinces were 
quite another thing than they were before. The neigh- 
bouring princes began to be jealous j they perceived, 
that a king, ruled by a man of this charafter, would 
quickly render himfelf too powerful, fince nothing 
is more conducive to mak^ a ftate flourifh than 
order, and^ith exaft: obfervancc of laws./ The king of 
Tg afiembled his mln|fters, and propounded to them 
an expedient to put a flop to the caricrc of this nc^r 
'government: afteraloiig dehbemtion, this the 
expedient they bethought thenlfcives of. 

V^*They chofc a great company of young maids, 
Ifindibme, well educated, and perfefty veil h- 

• ftrufted in whatfoever might plcaft. Then, un- 
der pretence of an ambaflj', they prefented them 
to the king of Lou^ and to the principal ofE- 

• ccri of bis court >" the prefent %vas joyfully accept- 
ed, and obtained its defir^ cffeift ; they thbught 
of nothing but of diverring tlis fair ftnngcrs j 

. O 3 foe 
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for feveral months together there wgs nothing but 
feafting, dancing, and comedies, and (pllafure was 
the only bufinefs of the court. 

Confucius, perceiving thatf the puHjck ,affairs 
would fulFer 'by it, endeavqired to bring men 
to themfelves again j but this new kind of 
had fo charmed them, that all his endeavours 
proved inefFe£tual : there was no , remedy," the 'fe-^ 
•(verity of the philofopher, whether Jie would or 
no, muft gife place to the gallantry and irregu-^ 
larities of courtiers. So that he thought it did not* 
ftand with his reputation to remain any longer in 
a pla^e where reafon' was not liftened to, and 
he refigned up his place to the prince, and fought 
Other kingdoms more inclinable to follow h:s 
maxims. » « 

But he met with great obftacles, and run from • 
province to province, almoft without reaping 
pdvantage j becaufe the politicians dreaded him* 
and the mmifters of princes had no mind to ha ve_ 
a competiror, who was able to le/Ien their 
thority, or deprive them of their credit. So 
that, forfaken by all the world, he was often re- 
due^ to the utmoft extremity. In danger of- being 
ftarved, or to lofe his life hy the confpiracy of 
chievous men. Nevet^nelclC, all thefe difgraces did 
pot move him *, and he would often fay, 'That the 
(aufe be defended ivas tco good to apprehend any 
ccnfetpiences from jt \ that there v^as net that 
fo powerful, that could Lvrt him j (iwd that, vhn 
a man is elevated to heaven hy a fmeert defit e of pt^y 
feSien, he ss fa far from fearing a tempefi, 

4ees not fo much as hear (be noife in this lower world. 

So tliat he was never weary of lnflru<5ling thofo 
who loved virtue. JVnionpfi. a great comp-any of 
difcinlcs that’jnit tbcmfclvcs under his tuition; he, 
fmplay’d fnmc to write a f*ir hand *, others apply*d 
^hcn^fclvct to a'gtic cxailly, ar.d to deliver tnem- 
, ' fclV?5_. 



afjtf Mcrnls/^ tj" /Zc CJimefe, jpp 
fUvcs clo'^cntl) m publick 1 Ic \\ ouIJ ha\ c others 
ll*.dy to iry^c to thcmfcivcs i tnic idea of a good 
.government but he counilllcd thofc, for whom he 
had ;i more particular kuidnefs, to govern them 
fclCes wefi, to cultintc their minds bj meditation, 
- 5 pd to punf) their iiearts by virtue 

'^^ltman riturtf would he often fay, enrre frert 
Ilia- ciT to us m Ji pure fnd forfeH^ m frectfs of tn 
'i^cmicty the pajjions and txH examples haie corrupt 
ed St , aUeorfiJls /« tie re tnjiatm^ tty*cnd gnin^ it 
•Sts primittte beauty andy tlat ue may be pe’^fePy 
•tie rtvji r' afeend to that pointy from whence ^e 
defended Obey llemeny and follow all the orders of 
hm xiho erns it Leiey'xir neiglbour as ^ourflf y 
sicxer fuffcT) ur ferfes to be the rule of )otir co tduSJy 
^ hut hearkeu to reafen tn all thugs ;/ ••k ll tnjirutl^cu 
to tbmk uellyyto fpeak difereethy aui to petform all 
yotr abltons lolily He fent fix hundred of his dif 
cjples into different places of the empire, to re 
form the manners of the people, and not fatisfv’d 
to beiiefic hfs own countiy, ne often took a refo 
lution to pafs the Teas, and extend his doflnne to 
the extremity of the univerfc There is fcarce any 
thing can be added either tohis 7cal, or to the punty 
of his moraht) , they were fi> fuperlativc Methinks 
he fbmctim_cs fpeaks like a dbdlor of the new law, 
jather than like a man that was brought up in the 
cc«rupbon of the low of nature and that, v.'hjch 

• peifuadcs roe, that hy^enfy had no fhare m what 
he faid, is, That his afttons rjever bely d hzs max- 
ims In fine, his gravity and mildnefs m theufeqf 

world, his ngorousabftincnce (for hepafs’d for 
the fobereft man of the empire) his contempt of 

* the good things of the world, that continual at 
tention and watchfub^s over his aflioiis, and then 
(w'mc'n wchni -m/iimrurig \\ft: ^«cge> -Ui -aiftiquity; 
his humility and modefty would make a man^apt to 
ludse thtt he was not ameer philofophei formed b\ 

O 4 reafon, 
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reafor, but a man mfpired by God for the refor- 
mation of this new world ^ ' * 

The Chinefe report, that he had frequently thh . 
faying m his mouth. It ts tn tq IVcji where the true 
faint ts found and this foitt/ice was fb imprinted 
upon the fpint of the learned, that, lixty-five yeaSJ 
after the birth of our Saviour, the empefor 
ti, touched with thefe words, and determined by the 
Image of a man that appeared to him m a di^m* 
coming from the Weft, fent ambafladors that 
way, with ftrift orders to continue their journey* 
till they ftiould meet the liunt whom Heaven had 
acquainted him with 

It was much about the lame time that St Thomas 
preached the chrifttfui faith m the Indies 5 now, if 
thefe Mandarines had followed his orders, perad-< 
venture China might have received benefit from the , 
preaching of this apoftle But the danger of the 
tea, that they feared, made them ftop at the firft 
ifland, where they found the idol Fo, or Fo-, who 
had corrupted the Indies Icveral \ ears before witlr 
his damnable doflnne they learn d the fuperftiti- 
ons cf the country, and, at the.r return, propa- 
gated idolatry and athcifra in all the emp re 

Confucius lived fccretly three years, but fp''nt 
the latter end of hife' days m forrow, in feeing 
the wick^’dacfs that reigned amongft the people* 
He has been often heard to fay, The rmr"aitt 
ts fallen, and an high edifie} was dejlr^ed\ tcfdq-* 
note that the grand f) ftein of perfcdlion, that he 
had credlcd with fo much care in all the realms, ^ 
was 13 good as overthrown Kzn^s, faidhe.-oqtf 
di), during his laft Iicknef^ do not folcfu. 
r'nxms \ I do no %ead tn the K^erld, uberefere ti 
is time I fjould depart eut^ef it. At that^verj* 
moment he fdl into a lethargy that contimiw ^ 
fe%cn,.da^s, at the end of which, he gave up 
gho't in the apbraccs of his difciplc?, 
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He was lamented by the whole empirCj that from 
that a cry dn^e honoured him as a faint, and mfl j- 
.Oiced poftency with a veneration of him, which m 
all prqbability will wc\er have an end but wifh the 
world Kings havei^built palaces for him after his 
cii?ath m all the provinces, whither the learned at 
certain times go to pay him honours There are to 
be.feen*m fevcral places thefe titles of honour wnt 
in large charafters, To the great Majler To the I eai 
DoSlcr To the Sant To btm “tho taught Emperers 
'aadJCinp Howea'cr, which is very extraordinary, 
the Chinefe did never deif) him , thej , J fay , avho 
have given the quality of God, or, as they tpeak, 
the quality of pure fpintsto many Mandarines, much 
inferior to him , as if Heaven, that had given him 
^birth for the reformatfon of manners, was unwilling 
, that fuch a well ordered )ife, Jhould, after his death, 
admtmfter occauon of fupa^ition and idolatry 
They preferve to this day in Chuia municLs that 
reprefent him to the life, and pretty well agree with 
wnat hiftory hath left vs concerning him He was 
110 haiidfome man j he had moreover upon his fore- 
head a fwelling, or a kind of wen, that disfigured 
him, which he made others often to take notice of 
to humble him , otherwife his ftahire avas fo comely 
and propo^onable, hp b&haviour fo grave, his 
voice fo flrongand (hnll, that if he fpoke wth never 
fcrhttle warmth, one ^uld not chufc but be affefted, 
hear him with re/Jxrft but the maxxrns of rno- 
rality he hath fcattered here and there in his works, 
or which his difaples took care to collect, draw a 
'‘•much more lively and advantageous portraiture of 
his foul There would need an intire volume to re- 
“ late them all I have taken the few following out 
■'of a book compofed Jjy one of the pnncipal Manda* 
fines of the empircj who rules atpracntiri Pekin 

Ivlaxira 
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Maxim I. 

Beauty is not to be dejired by a wile man. o 
• Confucius, going to the king of a provinces> 
founS him with a lord his fevoxnte who was inighty 
beautiful. The king> fo ibonZs he faw Itim corte in, 
faid to him fmiling, Confuctusy if tby cotmtenai^e^ 
foiild he changed, 1 would willingly give you all the 
beaidy of this young courtier. Sir, anfwcred the phi- 
Jofopher, that is not the thing I wijb \ tbs exterior"' 
form of a mar^ is of little ufe to the fublick good. What 
do you defire then, faid the prince ? J dejirei myjordf 
fays he, in ail the members of the empire that jujl • 
fymmetry that makes up the beauty of the government, 
and keeps the body of the Jiatefrom deformity. 

. Maxim 0. 

A man mujl keepwiihm bounds, if he means Jo he happy. ^ 
So foon as he underftood that his pother was d^, . 
he came into his country to pay his laft devoirs to 
her he wept for her bitterly, and Ipent three days 
without eating, which was perhaps too much, yet a 
philofopher of that country thought it notenoughi 
who faid to Confucius : As for me, lhave beenfevett 
days without taking fujienance, upon the death of my 
relations \ and you, who are grandfon to a faint, on 
whom all the world cajls their eyes to fee bow you will 
imitate him, you have pfSssfiedyourfelf with three days 
ahfinence Confucius anfwcred him, "Ceremonies 
have been enjoined by the ancients to refrain the indif- 
aeet, andfttr up the backward. It is our duty I* be 
obedient to the laws, if we would not go ejlray ; it ts 
in this golden mean that wifdoni conffls. Ihat you 
nay never Jiray cut of it, remember that virtue is not 
an excefs, end that perfeHion hath its limits. 

Maxim III. * 

A man ought to change often, yf he would be conjlant' 
in wifdsm. • ^ 

^ A perfon of quality (aid one day to Confucius, * 
your grandfather was never wanting in ary d.iiy of 

civility. 
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£tvdtt)i fit rcfpett of grMt perfens ^ nrjcrthtUfs Its 
doSrtne, tbH^loljj tirjfr chained^ crgotfoQtmg HdH) 
mdoyu magvfe then tUt yours Jhould he followed^ fiftrfi 
youjpaye a mapjier^! grauty ubich ts ve*y rough to 
all mity orfd procteds^emetmes to haughttncjs ? 72 i/j 
the way ia he sitUeJne at prtnces eaurej Lzery 
age hath us locjj, anfwcred Confucius, tt grind- 
fathefs'ttme princes and officers were polite , they de- 
lighted tn orders erery one kept his Jiatm t toinjiruate 
a mai^s fe^f tn their affedtons^ tt hebovsd 0 ptan to he 
yolitfy and regular^ like them At this day ^ten value 
nobbing but courage and haughtinefsy wberewttb princes 
endeazour to tnfptre tbeir officers j a man ^ught to 
change with the worlds that he may he tn a. eaprctly to 
wtn It A wife man would ccafu fo to be, fhould he 
, always aftis the wife men of former 
, Maxim IV 

^e nohihty are not ali^ays the greateji ,neH in th* 
kingdom 

Confucius, coming to the court of one of the kings 
of China, was very well received This prmce al 
lowed him an apartment m his palace, an^ came to 
vifit him there himfclf , at the end of t^e vifit he 
faid to him, Ton come not for nothing into p^ Jlate , 
probably you have a dejign to do me fame good j\fy 
replied Conjucius, Jarnhut/ai unprofitable man, yet 
I (tvow^ ^ your majefty will hut follow ccunfel, 
ydti will not be the woi^e for it my mtet t is to prefent 
you wife men, to fill 7 be principal places of ^gur fiate 
}Vub afl iiy heart, lays the jyince, IVho are tb^ ? 
My lord, Lt tn, the fon of a bnffiandtaan, is a man on 
you may rely The king burft out a laugh ng , 
How, fays he, an httjhandman P Ibaveritf employ- 
ment enough for the lords of ny court, and vioiild you 
’^pavejiff take a labotirsr into myferviee 

The philofopher, without being moved, replied, 
ytriue IS of all trades and conditions, altbo" it ,j „ig,.g 
conimonly annexed to a mean condition , Jie h'ave two 
kingdoms 
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kingdoms in .he empire that have keen founded hy tii9 
labourers * What meorraenience is tbe^, tho' a Ifian 
of that char abler govern yours ? Believe me, Jlr^ tli 
court hath hitherto fupplfd you' with ag^at company 
of evil minifiers ,fufer a country village id*prefent )oii 
•With a ivife man 2ht want employments, you fay, 
place all the lords that encompafs you Jf virtue alone 
•were rewarded, you •would find ui your court more . 
places than cfiieers , nay, and perhaps would be forced 
to call for labourers to fupply them When the bodjj 

of the nobility does not fumifti the ftate with fereat 
men, the great men that may be found amongft the 
people muft be chofen, and of them mud be com- 
pofcd the body of the nobihty 
Maxim V 

A ftnall fault often denotes great qualities » 
He one day advifed the king of Ouei to fet a cer- 
tain great officer at the he^ of his army , but the 
king excufed himfelf for not doing it, becaufe that, 
being formerly a Man^ruie, he took a couple of 
eggs from a country fellow A man •who hath abufed 
bis authority, fays he, deferves not any longer to com~ 
mand Tbefe fentiments of equity, replied Confucius, 
are very laudable in a king , but perhaps the Manda 
rine's moderation, that ftole but two eggs, is no lefs to 
be admired Such a fmtr I fai It, in the w^alejtfe of a 
man, denotes in him great qualities In a word, a 
prudent prince makes ufe of btr ftibjebls ir the govehi^ 
ment, as a carpenter ujes timber in his •works, he Uoer 
not rejebl one good beam, heca tfe there is a flaw in it, 
prczided it be fireng enough to fupport a whole edtfice ^ 
Iwould not adrjtfe your maj^y, for the lojs of a cotipr 
of eggs, to turn off a eaptam, who may conquer you • 
two realms 

Maxim V-J 

A Wife prince will be no great fpeaktr, ncr dtlntr o\s 
. cpinien firjl 


• Tchcou-cooia to/ Cham teho. 
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The fame king one day held a council in prelbice 
Sf*Confuciu^ where he (poke of feme affairs with 
thch a Ihow of wit^ that his minlfters applauded 
hin>i,^ and forthwith allowed him to be in the right, 
and ’compil’d with ^im, without more ado. At 
the clofe this king faid to Confucius", JVhat*s ymr 
judgment of the ccurfe ue have taken tn cur laji deUhe~ 
ration ?* Sity fays the philofopher, J do not perceive 
that they have yet deliberated : you /poke with a great 
deal of Wit i your mmjlers^ very dejireue topleafe you, 
havhfaithfully repeated the di/courfe ; th^ have told 
your opinion, and not their own ; and, when you ad- 
journed the ajfemhly, JJltll expetled the beginning of 
the council. 

Some days after the fame king afked him his ad- 
jvlce concerning the prefent government : He an- 
fweced him, fJo^ody fpeaks til of it. That ts my defire, 
fays the king. And that, fir, h what you ought not 
'tode/tre, reply’d Confucius: HHoen a/ick perfon is 
forced to he fed with flattering promtfes of perfeSl 
health, be is not far from death \ a man is bound to 
difeover to the prince the defedts of the mind, with the 
fame liberty men dfeever to the phyjician the maladies 
of the body. 

Maxim VII. 


T^be w i^m oji goes foraard^apace, becaufe the right 
way IS always the Jbortefl i on the contrary, the 
*crafty poUsicttln arnves later at bis end, lecauje be 
*^^jt^alks in by-ways and crooked paths. 

The king of Ouei confefl^ to Confucius, that 
there was nothing fo fine as wifdom •, but the diffi- 
'^<5^ilty of acquiring difcouraged the moft refolute, 
and diverted the befl difpof^ minds. As for my 
' ^rt, added he, I have ttfed endeavours, hut all m 
torment myfelf no longer about 
jtf~aitiL(i fmm parcel of policy wiltfupply the defell of 
that wtfdom that is neceffary to good governing. Sir, 
anfwercd Confucius, V« true, wifdom ts feaied on a 

lofty 
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lofty fldce, hit the road to it ii not fo difictiU at peoptf^ 
imagine, it grows plaimr\ani plainer^ according ^ 
you go on j and, once got at it, ow cannot go’backwith- 
cut running great danger^ tt> fall down the, pfetifice i 
in fuch a fort, that a \vjfe man cannot ceafe being fo, 
Without doing •violence to bimfelf in fame refpebl. 

But do you think that a prince hath no trouble whed 
he matches in the indirect paths tf an artificial 'find 
hiavifii policy ? All ihefe refintmetits and fubtleties per- 
plex the fpirill : * and how fljall one dif engage one's ^ elf. ^ 
Plane enter into a maze Without danger, Jince you often , 
loft your way there ; and, 'ifyou chant e to get cut,- it 
iS after a great many \cidtderings, and errors, and 
difquiets of mind,. Tahe you .whtefi way yotl pleqfe 'a} 
far me, fir^ I am perftiade'd, that in a popular govern- 
ment, folid'and tonfiant virtae goes furth'er than thf 
mejl fubtJe and refined policy. '* . ' 

Maxim VIII. , . 

^ofe, who defire the mofi perf(3 fiate, do nof alwayi 
fearchthe perfeSlwt of the fiate, but the fwetlnefsi 
IFouIdyou be fix'd in the world? Fix this inyouf 
mind, that to tale up a new'ccurfe of life is no- 
thing elfe but to pefs from one trouble to another. 

A prince, being wrought upon by the life that 
Confucius 1^, pcrcdv^Thorcfirftdcfiresofwifdom 
fpringjng lip in his heartj'that a good edinidon and 
good examples arc wont to infufeint^ young perfans, 
when they have not been yctMrruptedljy the epm- 
merce of the world. He Went to find him out, a'tTa 


told him, That heyZes refolved to abandon all things 
la become one of bis dtfciples \ for, the truth tt, there 
are a theufand ferrews to be undergone w that courfe 
'id/nven my net, •'ohxiW. 

feemt to me full cf fueetnefi and deUghti 

^iuct'tn the fiieelnefs ycultolfc’' i'- rnyfiaitf-Mi* 
fv/cnxl Confucius, I JheuU not advfe yat'foerler 
upci it : c man efttntimes r.eCts.vilb t> cul le, the mere 

li 
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Jy avoids it. Heaven, vobicb' hath infptred me ivith 
^ love ofjtjfrhdte life, hath been f leafed to fend 
Ijou into tfe world to \uk. Be a kin^, and do not feek 
aft&^piate Joo much, but rather, if you be not wi- 
lling to ld!e your fta^es, behave yourfelf gallantly 
againft your enemies 5 but fight more courageoufiy 
againft^ur paflions, and againft being in* love with 
a fweet and eafy life, if you have not a mind to de- 
ftroy yourfelf. 

• Maxim IX. • 

• Thcfe wbo'are diligent, and would do all, put of many 
. things till the next day. 

His own (bn fald to him one day, X carefi'lly apply 
myfelf ‘to all forts of Jtudy, I omit nothing whereby to 
hecome a good fcholar, and yet J make fnall progrefs. 
His ^^ifefafhe^-faId tohim, Omit fometbing, and you. 
'will make a greht progrefs. Amongji all thofe that 
take hngjeurntesa foot, did you ever fee one that ran? 
In all things yon muji go orderly to work, and not de^ 
fere to embrace jhat which is not fui table to your ahili^ 
ties, ctherwife your labour will be t/felefs. Hhe faints 
frjl of aU apply themfehes to the moji eafy things ; 
fuccefs gives them courage and Jlrengtb to grapple with 
more difficult things^ 'by little and little they become 
ptrfeXi. 'Thofe, who like you would do all in one 
day, dff^thing all thcir.hre : On the other hand, 
thgfe, who neye ^ -^n p ly themfelves but to one thing, 
jind,at the Tongrun that they have done all. 

**■ Maxim X. 


One ought not to wonder that the infe man walks flower 
X. she way of vsrjsie, than the ill man does in that 
' vieey/pffion bui hes, and wifdom guides. 

• One of hts friends complained of the fmalJ pro- 
•gfETs hrjnade In Virtue j I have labour'd, faid he, 
ityfl-f^raXy^irAdowlitate the primitive faints, and 
' Tarniird^imperfeU , had I but nrjer f> little applied 
myfelf to imitate the wicked, and foUrw th tr c.vampk. 



2o8 Of the Language, Cirarashri, Booh^ 

I jhouJd have rid a great deal f ground in a Jhoft- 
fpacc ; toby is it not fa ed^ to attain to^erfeSlion '•//T 
virtue as in vice ? * jj * * 

^is is no tvonder^ {ays Confocius, virtue is oj? 
and vice is in the hvsef place, f It reqtiirh^ains and 
time to go upioard, one mifitite fufficeth to fall down the 
precipice. -However, let mt intreat you not to let\our~ 
felf be ahafed hythisfieniing eajinefs. It is t fire, that 
one is fooner determined to evil than to good-, hut feeing 
one repents oLit at length, it is a certain fign that 
there is lefs trouble to do welly than to perfevere iu'evill 
Maxim XI. 

^rtte nobility does not confifi in blood, hut in merit j 
we are truly high and great, when virtue prevents^ 
our groveling with the rejl f mankind. 

Confucius, feeing a man carry a fifh, %hed, and, 
told them who demanded the reafon of it : Ihisfijb, 
that might have eafily preferved its life, bath loji it 
siotwuhflanding, by comply ng with the enticing plea*' 
fires of a deceitful bait ; yt tbisffh has a good plea, 
beeaufe Jhe has not reafon j but are men excufahle, to ■ 
lofe virtue that is much mofc precious than life, in let- 
ting tbemfelves be catebed by the baits that the good 
things and vanity of the world prefent them with ? 
If we knew what we wanted, we fjould purfue other 
(ctirfes to obtain it. If'olild^^^ be neb j cfingemn every 
thing, nay, even the contempt and font men cif upon 
yen : That man is raifei to a^itLn'fa;.atc\'2 othtrs, 
when calumny and reproaches cannot reach him. 

* Majdm XII. 

In the fate whereia we are, perfeveranee in well-dosrg 
ccnfjls not fo much in not falling, as in ^jf.ngaga-.^’ 


as often as we fall. ^ , 

Ten are very happy, Confucius, faid fomc M-’q- 
darirjcs that he inftruft^, lecavf 
degree cf virtue •, it is a long time. I'll wiffarUpT^, 
Jiiice y^u left f.,s , as fer tts, what eferts frver we 

rrah 
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' hake to hceome/gooi Mttt\ there fajjis not a day hut 
^“^^ommit confideralle faults, Altho* every fault be 
ilHmeable^^^s Conf^utitsi you are not fo unhappy as 
you ibittki in committing many : your hfcy as well as 
mine, is a^ig journey\ the tnay is dificulti and cur 
reafom, half extinbi by p^onr, furnijhes but little light 
to guide lis i what jneans ss there to avoid JiumhUng 
fomethntf in the dark ? when one gets up again, the 
fall retards our journey, hUt does not 'quite put it off 
'and interrupt iti It would he an unbapphiefs for us, 
td''co)hmiF no more hut one', tiki the wi^ed tool fall 
*hut once, becaufe the fiift precipice flops jhem\ hut 
bonefi good men, that continue their walking, fall of sat. 

Maxim Xm. 

Ifo man kdori's half of his Defaults i , he would h)up 
, to appea'r to the, eyes of otbersi what he appears to 
himfelf, 

One cottlplalned one day, ^at neiure\ in h'tflow- 
ing two eyes upon men to behold the beauty ef bodies, 
had h flowed none on them that ary able So fee rtindsf 
hnd difecver the feerets of hearts : thuf vihtte and 
vice, fay they, are eerifounJed tn the itrrld. 

Confucius fald, 7‘ou and / Jbould be in d Woficl 
taking, if we were not cut Jbort os to that mattery 
for We fli^ujd got fecure enr^fwn failings and weak‘ 
rtjfesi we gain more by iytvanyou are aware of^ for 
I mSsnjalf^ha.iAiT'yi^c/cpler wculd fufer mere to 
appifr weak, than tie wicked marl to appear vieiciis. 
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Tor a man to confefs bts faults^ he is repro- 
ved for tbem^ is modejty. h 

To lay thefn open to his friind is<^^enuity, edn 
confidence. ^ 


To reprove hmfelf for them is huinili*v. *" 

Blit to go preach them to every bod^r^ if one^ 
have not a great care^ a piece of pride. 

By this fcanthng of Confucius's philofophy,you 
may judge, my lord, that reafon is of all times, and 
of all places. Seneca hath fpoken nothing better ; 
and had I the leifure, as I have a dellgn to make-cn 
intire colleftion of the maxims of our philosopher,, 
peradventure no requifite would be wanting to give ^ 
him a place amongft our /ages of antiquity. I wi/h, 
at leaft, my lord, that the portraiture, I have offer- •' 
ed, may not difplea/e you; were he ftill alive at 
thvs day, as much a phdofopher as he ^s, I am fute 
he would be ftnftble of the apprdbation you /hould 
afford him. Such a teftjmony as yours, always clear, 
always finccre, muft needs do a kindne/s to the ^ 
greateft men. Perhaps hitherto in France they have 
notjuftly valued what is /b much honoured in the 
Eaft ; but, fo foon as you Arall pleafe to honour him 
with your efteeni, every body vz-Ul be perfuaded 
that antiquity hath not flattered him, and that Chi- 


na, in choohng him for a in.a/ler and a doflor, hath 
done juftice to his I am wit5r«»^'lo/i pro-* ' 

found rerpeft, 
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,3. E ir T E R VIII. 

wj Lord Philipeailx, Secretary of State. 


. tbe/farticular Character of the U^it and temper 
of the Chinefe. 


My Lordi 

ifi*this Jctter, wJilch I have the hojjour to write 
you, I confine myrdf onJy to treat of what 
concerns the particular charafter and genius of th^ 
thinefe, it is not becau/e I fbi^t the obligation I 
iie under, to give you an exaft account of all the 
other things we are acquainted with in our voyages ; 
yet X fuppofed that I could not more fitly begin to 
,difcharsc this dujy, than by entertaining you, at the 
firft fight, \rith that which naturally ought to be 
pleafant to you*, a captain would more willingly 
jiear a difcourfe of warSj and of the bravery of the 
Tartars, and a courtier of the gentility of me Chi- 
nefe , but when a man has fuch extraordinary parts 
as you have, and is heir to a family that has al- 
ways fignahxed itfelf by its infight into fciences, and 
penetration in the management of the moft impor- 
tant af ^liSj ^ was apt bgjicve that one could not 
treat ofa%bje& that c»?Sc more proper, and more 

all the people of the habitable ^\orld, there 
IS not any vane chat docs not /land upon his wic 
and ingenuity, and oftentimes the moft barbarous 
ypfer thcm^l'cs before the moft polite and ac- 
romplifhy' The inhabitants of the Cape of 
■Go<vJU«^^pe, whom wc cannot reprefent to our- 
of horror, whom wc can 
fcs^^j\c^u?C/ives !ca>c to rank amongfl men, 
do nevariiefe^ook tiponthe Eutpepans as^ates, 
and uron the Hollandcis as no oUicr tfun a 
P 2 com- 
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company of flnpid fellows, ncl ve^d in the me^ 
thod of government. The pelple O^Simm, wlToS 
phyfiognomy is well enough kifown in!fehce, wfic 
have 111 the Indies fouls adapted to their ^dies, 
do ufually fay, That Heaven, in di^^ting itJ 
^nefits and natural qualities, hath grantSvo the 
bravery and fcience ot war ; to the 
h-ngJilh, the art of navigation j to the Hol^ders, 
a particular knack in trading ; to the Chinefe, the 
wildom of well-goveming ; but that it hath ^en 
v/it to the people of Siam. Had not they inti- 
mated It to us, perhaps we ftiould not have made 
luch a reflexion, for it is a diTcovery that we owe 
to them. After all, we muft not wonder if the 
Chmefe, who term all the people of the Eaft blind, 
have teferved to themlelves the prehemlnence, and 
have believed themfelves to be, without all dilputc/ 
^be mofl: intelligent nation hi the world, 

, There is no queftion to be made but they are an 
mgenious people, but methmks no body yet hath 
been truly acquainted v/jth their charaflcr. To 
lee their libraries, univerfities, the prodigious num- 
u their dodlors, their obfervatoncs,' and the care 
toey take to be exaft in their oblcrvations, one would 
be apt to conclude, that this nation Is not only in- 
genious, but perfectly vctK vers’d in all f<v:ts of fei-*' 
ences •, that they have a vaCM^ch, invention, and 
a genius for every thing. }^v^K^«Va^fcs•^ for 
there four thoufand years, they have allowed reWd- 
pcnccs to learned and expert men ; and tho* the for- . 
time of an infinite number of men depends upon 
their good parts, yet have they not W one fTirglc- 
man, of grmt atchievements in /pcculanVc. fcicnce - 
they have dilcovered all thefe precious njlnc^^«th^ ‘ 
Out troublmg thcmfclvcs to li 
ppa^blj, for lb many ages, 
r.«°i *“«i in the world, breaufe they fee 

y but ^,'ho arc more ignorant than thtfmfcl^es. 

&> 
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^ So that I fut^fe W may fafely aver, without of- 
£~;Sig them aw injuiy, that amongft the qualities 
wh^ewith^’S^^ven hath refpeftively inriched the 
peoplg^ the world, they have not Ihewed that fpi- 
rit of pene^tion and exa£tne{s which is fo neceflary 
to^thoie addidb themfelves to the fearch of na- 
ture. iNor have they that logick which we have fo . 
muchif^foved, that geometry that we in France 
have brought to fuch a high degree of perfetfUon, 
which ma^pafs for the mailer-piece of human un- 
dentancfing, which yet will never get admittance in- 
t <3 their acadenues j and, maugre all the natural pride 
that pofleflw them, they wnU not ftick to confefs. 
That, as to thefe matters, the Europeans will in all 
Kuman probability be their mailers. 

Jf is true, » pliiJofophy they have } it is Jikewifc 
true, that they lay, down certain principles for the 
explaining the compolition of bodies, their proprie- 
ty, their clfeAs. Neither are they altogether igno- 
rant in anatomy •, nay, they grant a arcuUtion of 
the'tlood and humours ; but all their notions are fo 
general, confufed, and moft an end fo faJfc, that I 
am afraid in this place to particularize them. 

Their arithmetick is more perfeft, altho* they 
do not make ufe of the cypher, as v/e do, which 
l^otwithljaj^ing of great ^^They do not prac- 
tife the rulra of arithmrtftK by calculation i but 
they-ufeji>}.;{Vn:.r:SWf"c^pofed of a little board a 
fnotjard an half long, crofs which they fcore ten or 
twelve little parallel lines or fticks,*upon which arc 
\ung fevcral moveable buttons j by* putting them 
^ig'^cr, or bp>fcparatir^ them one from another, 
^icy rcckon/almoll as we do, by counters •, but 
Vhh O'ak-'grcat dexterity and eadnefs, that they 
V.iirk£fj^yA*?-^Jth let him read a book of 

A* the«nd they find^.thc 
Operation performed, which they h5»C^ ccfCin 
JN’av to prove. 

1*3 


Their 
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Their geqmetry is very ruj|:rficial it is reft* '■ 
ed to a very few propofitionSj^and probfryjS 

of algebra, which they refolve without elements or 
principles, and that pnly by indudtion. 

They pretend to be the inventors of^»^ch, ard 
to have heretofore carried it to its aCme ^perfec- 
tion : but either they are roiftaken, or ♦hey, hav^s 
quite loft it i for that they pradlife at fhls day is fo 
imperfeft, ^that it does not fo much as deferve the 
name of mufick. 

As for aftronomy, it muft beconfefs’ 4 , that nev?r< 
did people in tl^e world addict themfelves focoii-^ 
ftantly to it. ^ This fcience is beholding to them for^ 
aViUTioance. of obferratiom tbat.tc-* 
ports them in -general, hath not been^csreful to d^e- 
fcend to particulars, which would be* neceflajy ^or 
the reaping all the benefit fuel? mighty care leems 
to pTomife, Hoy/tver, it hath not been unprofit- 
able to pofterity.. We have above 400 obfovations^ 
as well of the ecUpfes and comets, as conjuiuftitiis,. 
that make good their chronology, and may conduce 
to the perfeding of ours. ' 

Altho’ their tables were impcrftift, yCt have they 
been very ferviceabic to regulate the time ; but, after^ 
a certain continuance o^ years, their aftronomers 
were obliged to hiafct-viP'Tie amcntlr«flt^ thercIiTr 
becaufe they did not , with the hnx.cf'®- 

till, in the beginning of this century, tK^y^ttaincd 
fome Ikill in our aftronomy.* The Europei1]f^“^cc ; 
have every way reformed their kalcndar, which 
finefs has made them fo fiupojs, at^d fo neceJTi. 
that ftate, that nothing hath fo inuth^contri 
to fettle religion in tl»t country, and 
it In the vanous circumfta n>ys of p erfen^ft onTt hst • 
lali^nder. * - 

^ ChjD,a h^ili been deficient mat. ^ 

nutienms, they have at leaft had pcrfctfl jifirologcrs ; 
^aufe, for the well fiiccccding injudicial aiirologyi 
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Tufficeth ^ be ai able deceirer, md to ha\ e a 
of I^g haMfomely, which no nation cm 
“dirpute China ' There have been for thefe mi 
n^gss cheating mountebanks by profefTion, who 
promife JSy the mfight they have m the motion and 
^nflu^e of the ftars, the philofophers ftone, and 
immortality They mark in the almanack, every 
yeaf^the good and bad days for building, mar 
nages, for undertaking jounues and voiiges, and 
for (uciij.like aftions, the fuccefs \ hfr'^of depends 
mor^upon the wifdom and difcretion of men, than 
upon the influence of the heavens 

The miflionines feanng left they might afenbe 
the fooleries and ndiculous fuperftitions to them, 
becaufe they mike them the authors of the kalen 
dar, thought themfelves obliged to make a pubhek 
declaration how^little hand they have in the mat 
ter, they protefted that they abfolutelv condemned 
them ana the emperor, that is not fubjefl to thefe 
3 okneftes, was willing they fhould explain them 
felvcs, as to that buHnefs, for his particular fatif 
faction 

Medicine hath not been quite ncgleflcd and laid 
afide , but bcciufe they wanted phificks, or natural 
philofophy ind anitomy, the foundation of it, they 
never iwade any great j^ogc^fs therein , yet muft it 
be confcAcd that th^f^-vc acquired a particular 
■'ftfiTL-nqJluila, 'rTiac”n^h made them famous m the 
J-vs^d rhe emperor Hoampn compofed a treaufe 
of the fame above four thoufani years ago* Ever 
ftnee that linii. the phyflcians of^hina have look*d 
upon thatiifkncc as flic foun laiion of all mcdianc 
1 hcyicci the pulfc after fuch a manner as u ould 
’ TTukiTa man fmilc that »s not accuflomed to it 
their four fingers along the 
ftronj^lj and uniformly the 
P 4 ' j'aticnt’s 
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paticnt^^ wrifl’, they relax thpirtfin^e by degrees, 
till the blood, that was flopp’d tJ’ the ^fling,' hlt^ 
retaken its ufual courfe ; then/ a after/, 

they begin again to prefs the arm clofe, which they 
continue a confiderable time ; after that^Jul^^'W; 
jpen that intended to touch the frets ofa^^ufica! i 
inftrument, they rife and fall their fingers fuc^’ive- 
ly one after another, pinching foftly', op*"liard, 
fometlmcs flower, vfometimes fafler, till fuch time 
as the artery anfwers to the touches which the phy- 
fician moves, *and till the ftrength, weaknefC mfofS 
der, and other fymptoms of the pulfe be manifeft. 

They pretend that there never happens airy ex- 
traordinary accident in the conftitution, but does al- 
ter the blood, and confequentJy caufes a different 
impreflion upon the veflels. It is not fb much b^^ 
rcafoning and atguing that they arc jnftrudVed in this 
point, as by a long experience, lyhfch much better 
difcovers to them all thele wonderful changes tjun 
theory and fpecularion. 

When they have a long time been attentive tq*' 
the voice of nature, that explains itfelf by the beatr 
jngs of the pulfe, they perfectly and truly perceive 
thofe differences, which to others feem impercepti- 
ble. The pervigilium and let^’argy, loft of appe- 
tite, or defire to eah the he^d-ach, weakneft of ko- 
mach, fulnefs or emptinelS-V^H thefe -are Tfie* caufe 
or the effeft of fbme dtftemper^>H.4hej3a ft jq£ bloo dsa* 

So that its motion will be at that time le^T'&er 
quent or quicker, fuller or weaker, uniform or irre- 
gular. Sometimestthcre will be an undulation or 
trembling^ caufed by the ebullition of thitwholc 
of the humours i which may be perceivra'^e to 'a 
bell that trembles after it hath been rung p^fiame- 
tlmcs alfo the artery will notjbes-a flr^eT'-bj^t^^j 
fwell hy little and little. By 

ttotcovA b^nbk t^tv^.edve feveral ^e^BThat do 

not dc^rc themfclvcs to the tare touch j for at 

that 
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that time the co\lrfe/of die circulation, which is fuf* ' 
psoded or kjlenedj which begins again immediately 
.after, "wjJi:^ore fierce, will give occ^fion to judge 
\^oufiy and differently of the dilpolltion of the 
Irfaf^ of wthe fermentation there performed, of the 
^Haliti^f the blood there prepared, of the obfta- 
cles^nat impede Its paflages, of grofs and crude 
matist that overcharges it, of the nature of the 
fpirits that too much rarify it, and precipitate tran- 
fplradon. The Chineie phy/lclans pretend to have^ 
klloifg experience, ditenguilhed alf thefe differ- 
ences of pulfes, and to have been able to know all 
the diftempers that are incident thereto \ fo that 
they hold the patient’s hand a quarter of an hour 
at leaft 5 fometunes the right, fometimes the left, 
^and Ibmeriines both of them at the fame time. And 
, after all, as if, they \vere infpired, they play the 
prpphet ; Tcu ^re never troubled mtb the bead-etch, 
fay ^hey,. wth an beavtnefs that bath made you 
drowfy i or elfe, Thu have l<^ your appetite, ^ou wll 
‘^recover it again witbm three days preetfely. Tbts 
irvening, about funfet, your bead vsiU be freer i your 
pulfe indicates pam tn the belly, unle/s you have eaten 
fticb or fiicb meat j tbts tndtfpoftUon •will lajl five de^s, 
after wbtcb tt eviU ceafe. And fo for other rymp-’ 
toms of the malady, jvhich they find out or prog- 
noftica?e'^retty exaAIvt- »v1jen they are expert in the 
...feieneg *, for, las for-uthcr?, they are commonly falfe 
^pj^Twts. • 

^ "It is not to be queflioned after all thefe teffimo- 
nies we* have, but that m refpeft they have 
^raethInc^xtraord»Biry, nay, and even wonderful: 
hov^eyM^ man fhould always mlffruft them, and 
’ on?,>-j^not be too much upon his guard againft 
thenv br^vfe uCc of all means jmagina- 

-TTe tp Ect theftS^lves fccretJy inffniAed concerning 
' the patiu?t'5 condition Nay, 

they arc fo cunning (to get thcmfelvcs reputation) 
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as to fogn a kind of diftcmpeA which fomctimes ' 
they themfdves procure aftcrwarfs. Afecrfon toK T 
me, ftat. lending for a phyfician ind a cfcgcon to' ' 
cure him of a wound, one of them told him, Mat 
the malady was occaftmedly a /mail wrmXW IciK 
snfsmaled into thi fitjh, which would mfoMktre^ 

K "i"- Zkre 

Z„n,l ,i t“L -j 

county that hud thu arcanum, and would ful it m 
fraatcc for hii fake, provided he would not fudre 
him a confideraUe fam of tnoney. The lick 
promifcd him he would not; and paid him part of 
J. beforehand But this cheating fophifter, after 
divers unprofifable medicines, entangled, at kft, a 
little worm^ m ks plaifter, which he pull’d out an 
nour after mtnumph, as if it came out of the very , 
ouna. His companion, that gain'd nothing by 
the management of this bufinefs, afterwards detefted 
It, but It was too late ; and the chirurgeon com- 
torted up himfelf more eafily for the loft of -his re- 
putation, than the lick perfon for the loft of hfs 
money. 

ftand as to the capacity 
Chmefe phyficians, yet certain it is, that 
ey predift the diftemper eafier than they cure it ; 
men die in their hai^dsi as they dq e lfew here. 

^ rani^es, that ordinarily 
confiit of pills . -which, accori&g'as they-arejird^™’' 
pared, are fudorifick, purge the blood and^ U- 
mours, fortify the ftoipach, fupprefs vapours •, or are 
reltrmgent, difpofe to evacuation ; but feldom work 
by ftool They do not let bbod, noi»>know the. 

fince they have had correlModence 
■«vith the phyficians of Macao. They do nS^f- 
apDrOve tKf> t • er-/ . •u .. .. 


upon thA ^..3,!!!’" 


upon tiA 

fwarr/. ^ alfo upon the belly 

iwage thp pain of the cholick. 


They 
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They are in 4 manner alfo perfuaded, that the 
rjT:^onty'of difea^ are caufed by malignant and cor- 
rupte^^ind that hath flipp’d into the mufcles, and 
doth ill affefl all the parts of the body ; the moll furc 
mear^'*to diflipate them is to apply, in different 
red-hot needles, or buttons of fire* this is 
d^eir oidinary remedy. On£C 1 feemed to be fur- 
pnzed at this prafbee, when a Chinefe faid, alluding 
to phlebotomy, treat )cu tn Europe utib the 
hit here they martyr us by jf*? , thts inode v>ill 
p)ehahly never aUer^ becaufe fhy/iaans feel lot the 
mifcbief they do us, and are mt 'Aorfe paid for tor- 
menting us, than for ctiitng us 

I cannot tell whether or no they might have 
learnt thts violent remedj of the Indwns , or whe- 
ther the Indians thcmfelvcs might not ha> e rccen ed 
it from the Chinefe phyficians , but they pretend in 
the Indies that fire cures all dil^fes this perfuafion, 
v/hich they perfift in, makes ever)' da) a great 
many miferable peribns, whom they cautenze upon 
die flighted iUiiefs 

Yet there be fome mahdies that are not curable, 
but by this means The people of the countr) , but 
cfpccially the flaves, are much troubled wth a vio- 
lent chohek, which the Poituguefe call Mordetchin, 
oossfipnsd by the *mdigeftion of theftomach, and 
accompanied, for the moft part, with continual vo- 
mitings , the gnpes it produceth are cruel, and the 
•gnef and angudh often depnves them of their wifs 
This gnef is infallibly mortal, if they do not reme 
dy It after the following manflcr They lightly apply 
an ircpr^eal red 'hot to the fbics of the feet , if the 
vy^nt /hews any flgns of feding, they pafs no fur- 
ther, and he is cured if he be infenfible of this firft 
operadoUj^t^Tay it on harder, and* IfilV continue 
to buiti^gg unmerciflilly to the very 

bone, ■without defiftingi^b4l«ch'“-cf5ac^ complain, 
which puts aji end to tfie jnalady and remedy. But 

if 
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if the fire, how violent (bever, maV-cs not jtfcif be 
felt, they defpair of healing, ana in a /hort tiipc. 
the patient dies. /. 

Amongft: all the China remedies, there are nonc__ 
fo much eftcemed as cordials *» they are proviciS* 
tvith all forts of them, and very natural onesV/o*^ 
they confift for the moft part of herbs, leaves, ahi 
roots. Their fimplcs arc numerous » and, if (he* 
people of the country may be believed, they have 
all of them fovereign and experienced virtues. > I 
brought along with me hither near four hundred, 
dcfigned in their natural colours and figure, accord- 
ing to thofe the emperor caufed to be painted ‘for 
his clofet. Father VilHclou, one of the fix jefuits 
his maiefty fent thither Anno 1 685, is very intent 
upon the tranflation of the Chlncfe Herbal ; .where- 
in are all the virtues and qualities of all^thofc plants 
explained. This father, who hath accompli/hed 
himfelf In the knowledge of books, will thereto 
add particular reflexions of his own i and I make 
no queftion but what, he fuppUes us with thereupon, 
tylll enrich our botany, and latisfy the ingenious and 
eurious. 

Amongft thefe fimplcs there are two that I may 
fpeak of beforehand 1 the firft is the leaf of ^ Thee, 
as they call it in China ; they ^re much divided in 
their opinions, touching the properties they alcnoe 
to it. Some do maintain that ic hath aamirable ' 
ones ; others, that It is but a fency and meer whim Sm 
of the Europeans, that arc always in love with no-* 
vclties, and put a valye upon that which they do 
not underftand : in that, as in all othen-^ings 
where men do not agree, ^ thini; we ought toSi^kc 
the middle path. ‘ 


-• Thee i, a/ 
be called Tf/^as it 



province of FcJcien, h inuH 
IS tbc term of tJvs $Iandam9( language. 
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'Iri China they are fubjeft neither to gout, Tciaflca, 
j' and nt^y imagln^j that Thee preferves 
chemt^^l all 'thefe diftempers. The Tartars, that 
^e4.«pon raw flelh, fall ficlc, and fuffer continual 
indige^ons fo foon as ever they give over drinking 
of if V and, that they may have plenty of it, they 
bfti^in to furnifh the emperor with alin'oft all the 
ht^fes that ferve to remount his cavalry ; when any 
one is troubled with a vfertigo that overcharges* the 
braiy he finds himfelf extremely relieved fo foon as 
he dccuftoms himfelf to Thee. In France there are 


abundance of people that find it good for the gravel, 
crudities, head-aches j nay, fome pretend to have 
been cured of the gout by it, almoft miraculoufly 5 
fo quick and fenfible has bew its effeCl. All this 
proves that Thee is no chimera and conceit. Nay, 
fome after drinking of it fieep the better, which ar- 
gues that It is not proper to fiipprefs fumes: fome 
there be who never take it after meals, without ex- 
periencing mifchievous effeCb ; their digeftion is in- 
terrupted and difturbed j and they find, a long time 
after, crudities, and a troubJefbme repletion. Others 
find no benefit by it ndther in gout nor fciatica. A 
great many lay, that it dries, makes lean, and that 
It obftrufks s and that, if there be any good qualities 
in It^tbe raoft part of* other leaves would m a man- 
ner produce the fame effefl. Thefe expenments 
“€yince, that its vlrftie is n 6 t fo univerfal as people 
c,-^gme. 

So that, in my oj^nion, one fhould fpeak mode- 
rately of it, both as to hs go 8 d and bad qualities, 
•perhaps wat^ alone is a good medldne agairift 
diftejp^ers, the cure of which they attribute to ThCe ; 
and there are fevcral people that are eitempt frorh 

‘ivarm ljq'>'^ir/'’Neverthdfct^t ii cert^, jthat Thee 
ia of a corrofivf naturC, for viflu- 

ali Whtfcwith ib is-boiled, artti confequcnily is pfd- 

ptr 
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,pcr for digeftion, that is to fbr difiblution ; 
which alfo proves, that it refift? obftrudlions,^nd 
that liquors, impregnated with id partic]te-<fiiS' ^ 
carry off, and more eafily ieparate whatibev^ad- 
heres to the tunicles of the veflels. This •v;ery qu^ 
Iity is proper to coniimve foperfluous hurrw^, to, 
put into motion thofe that ft^nate and corrupvttnd 
to evacuate others, that cauie the gout and fciaffea : 
fo that Thee, wth caudon, is a very good remedy, 
altho* It be not fo effedlual, nor univerlal, buf that 
the temperament of cert^n perfons, the heigh^i of 
the diftemper, together with certain occult diipofi- 
tions, may many times retard the effedt, or even 
ftuftrate its virtue. ' 

To ufe jt with benefit, it is requifite to know it, 
for there is more than one fort of it. That of the , 
province of Xenfi is coarie, harih, pnd unpleafant. , 
The Tartars drink of it : there is neceflary to them 
a ftronger menftruum than to the Chlncfe, becauft 
they feed on raw flefh. It is exceeding cheap in the 
country, a pound of it will cofi: three pence. In this ^ 
fame province there is found a particular fpecies of it, 
more refcmbllng mofs, than the leaves of a tree s 
and they pretend that the oldeft b of excellent uic 
in acute diftcmpers. They likewifc admtniftcr to 
lick people a third fort, who's leaves a^e very^long 
and thick, and its goodneis incrcafes in proportion 
to its being kept j but that b net the Thee in uie, 

That which they commonly'drink in China hgib •«. 
no particular name, Ijccaufc it is gathered any where 
in different territories and foils: it b good, the in- 
fufion is reddilh, the taftc faints and lomcwhit bitt 
ter ; the people ufe it indifferently at all hou>^f the 
da^ and it is their moft ufual drink. 

But perfons of quality ufo two other kinds that 
are in renueft in China. >Thc firftS Zl cal led Thee • 
&umlo;' X*;? iVs:..5*isatrof the pUce where it bra- 
thered i the leaves arc fomewhat long, the infufion 

clear 
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clear and green w^en it is frefli, the tafte pleafant , 
^t Imells, as they*. fay mFran^, a little of violets, 
IS lAt natural , and the Chinefe have 
^ often aflured me, that, to be good, it ought to have 
.no*‘'tafte at all This is that they commonly pre 
jfeiit ^yVifits , but it is exceeding corrofi^ e , perhaps 
thgT-iugar they mix with it here corredts its acnmo 
ny*, but m China, where it is drunk pure, too great 
a ufe of It would be apt to fpoil the ftomach 
Tjie fecond kmd is called Thee Vpui , the leaves 
•tha/are little, and inclining to black, tinge the wa- 
ter with a yellow colour The tafte is delicious, 
and even the weakeft ftomach always agrees with it 
In winter it is to be ufed temperately, but m fum- 
jner one cannot dnnk too much It is efpecially 
good m fyeating, after travdJmg, running, or any 

* otheconolent cxercifc They give of it alio to lick 
people , and thofe, who have any care of their health, 
dnnk no other When I was at Siam, I heard 
them often talk of the flower of Thee, of imperial 
Thee, and of feveral other Ibrts of Thee, the pnce 
of which was yet more extraordinary, than the pro- 
perties they afenbe to it but in China I heard no 
fuch thing 

Generally fpeaking, that the Thee may prove ex- 
cellent, It ought to gathered early, when the 
leaves are yet fmall, tender, and juicy They begin 
^_p ommonly to gathei^it in the months of March and 
, J^nl, according as* the feafon is forward , they af 
t^vards expofe them to the fteam of boiling water 
to foften them again , fo foon as they are penetrated 
by It, the}> draw t^iem over copper plates kept on 
*the fire, which dries them by degrees, till they grow 

• brom'f, and roll up of thcmfelves in that manner 
we fee them If ^ Chinefe were not fuch great 

'^^chcats, their *7nee wouldsbe better , but they often- 
times mix other herbs wiiu^»5(r the fize 

a fmall charge, and fo get more money by it 

fo 
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fo that it is a rare thing to mc^ wth any purely 
%vithout mixture. «’ ^ 

It commonly grog's in Vallies/ and at»ti>c=Kjot oi 
mountains the choiceft grows in ftony foils ; that 
whichisplantedinlightgrounds holds the fecond ranS> 
The Icaft valuable of all iS found tti yclloW earthy but*, 
in what place foever it is cultivated, care muft be ^cn 
to expofe it to the fouth \ it gets more ftrcngthdiy 
that, and bears three years after being fown. Its root 
refemblea that pf a peach tree, and its flowers lyfein- 
ble white wild rofo. The trees grow of all hzes, 
from two feet to an hundred> and fomc are to be met 
with that two men can fcarce gralp in their arms ; this 
IS whatthe Chinefe Herbal relates. But from my own 
obfervation I can give yoU the following account. 

Entering upon the provinccofP'oJden,theyfirftmadfc 
me obferveThee Upon the declining o/“a little hill ; it 
was hot above five or fix feet high f feveral fialks^ 
each of which was an Inch thick* joined together, 
and divided at the top into many fmaJl branches*, 
tompofed a kind of clufter, much what Idte oilr ' 
myrtle. The trunk, tho* fecmingly dry* yet bore 
very gi'een branches and leaves. Thefe leaves were 
drawn out in length at the point, pretty ftraitj-m inch* 
or an inch and an half longhand Indented in their whole 
circumference. The oldcft f^med fom^whaf^hite 
without, they were hard, brittle, and bitter The new 
ones, on the contrary, were foft* pliable,* reddilh?=B- 
fmooth, tranfparent, and prettf fwCet fa the ta^ •, 
elpecmliy after they Iiad been a little chewed. 

It being the -monti: of September, I found three 
forts of fruit. In the new branches there were httfe 
fiimy peafe, ^reen without, and full of \;elloi^rainS 
' within. In others, the fruit Is as big as bea^ but 
of different figures 5 {bme roupd* containing a pea” ( 
others drawn out in Icnf^h* that cSitained two j > 
fome figure bore three* very 

like to thofc- that bear the’ talJ<W'-gram,' fo ftrifouS 

irt 
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m China. The firft membrane or skin, ■wherein theie 


Ijraij^ are infolded, is green, very thick, and fome- 
^atvPenr Tfie Second is white, and thinner; 
'Under, which a third very fine pellicle covers a kind 
of gfand, or fmall nut perfeftly round, that fticks 
to the, bark by a little fibre, from whence it derives 
its Qiourifhment. When this fruit is young, it hath 
bitttmefs in it ; but, a day or two after it has been 
gathered, it ■withers, grows long and yellow, and 
Wrinl^ like an old haael-nut; at length it becomes 
undbwus and very bitter. Befides that, I found a 
third fort of hard, old fruits, the firft skin of which. 


between open and fhut, ftiewed within a hard bark, 
brittle, and altogether refcmhltng that of a chefnut. 
After I had broken it, fcarce did I find any fign of 
/mit, fo dry and flat %7as it grown. In fome others 
, the fame fruit wjs pulverized, in others -was found 
a little nut quite dried up, and covered with its firft 
pellicle. 

Amongft thefe fruits, a great number of them 
have no germ or bud, which they call females ; 
thofe that have any mav be fo^vn, and produce trees j 
but the Clunefe do commonly make ufe of grafts to 


plant. The better to undcrftand the nature of this 
tree, I had the curiofity to tafte the bark of the 


trunked branches. Itf:hewedhkcwife fome of the 
Wood and fibres *, both of them femed to me not 


bitter, fo far fr*m it, they left a rehfti fWeet 
•lik^^that of liquorifh, •which yet one does not tafle 
till fome time after the chetving^ Altho* this parti- 
cular account may thofe that arc not con- 

cerned in tlit knowfedge of plants, yet I anl fare 
that thf more airious could wi/h a more nice and 
exaft Account, as to the delicate mixture of colours 
the rfawer, ihc atde^f difpoltdan of rircnrjJirEV, 
me conformation of the‘*!Sn^l branches and roots, 
fend a thoufknd other pardcuwiiKrdat:''g'« the ana- 
tomy of them ; but that is the bufinefs of time and 

Idfurc: 
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letfurc I hid but i quarter of an hour to cximuiS 
the tjxc of which I have the honour to write tp > ai 
1 here IS ni China another fim^lc much more fcaw * 
than TlifC, and upon that ver) account more valupcn^ 
a\hich they call Gin S^m Gin fignifies a man, and 
Si-m a plant, or Ample, as mudi as to fay. The 
liuman Ample, or the Ample that rcfcmbles {Vcian 
'Ihofe who till this time have given another con 
ftruition to thefe oris arc cxcufable, becaufe they 
do not undeyftand the emphaAs of the Chinefe cha 
rafters, which do alone contain the true Agnihcatron 
of terms the learned give it abundance of other 
names in their wntings, that fufficiently declare how 
much they A.t by It, as the Ipintous Ample, the pure 
fpints of the earth, the Ait of the fea, the Panacea, 
and the remedy that dilpenfes immortality, and 
fevcral others or that nature , 

It IS a root as thick as half the' little Anger, and 
as long again It is divided into t branches, which 
makes a Agure pretty^like a man a/ith his two legs , 
Its colour inclines to yellow, and when it is kept an^ 
time It grows wrinkled, and dry’d like wood, the 
leaves It Ihoots forth are little, and terminate m a 
point, the branches are black, the Aower violet, and 
the ftalk covered with hair , they fiy that it pro 
duces but one of thcm,^that this ftalk produces 
three bnnehes, and that each branch bears the leaves 
by fours and ftves , it growsdn the ftiide, m a 
foil, yet fo Aowly, that it komes not to perf^ion^ 
till after a long term of years It is commonly 
found under a tree called Kia chu, little differing 
from the fyeomore Altho* they fetch «»t from fev^l 
places, yet the beft came heretofore from Petcy 
That vvhich is at this day in ufe is taken m Deaotum, 

*1 province depending upon phim, and fituated 
oriental Tartary ^ 

Of ?HiCa£dials*.»3st0rding to the Chinefe opimorj, 
^tliere are none cempuabk to Gin fern , it is f>n.?t 

r and , 
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ftnd delightful, altho* there be m it a little fmack of 
hitt^f^is , Its effedls are marvellous , it punfies the 
»Wood^|brtifies the^lomachi adds motion to a lan- 
^guid pulfe, excites the natural heat, and withal aug- 
Jnents the radical moifture Phyficians never know 
how to make an fend when they fpecify its virtues, 
anc^have whole volumes of its different ufe, I have 


ft colleflion of their receipts that I fhould report 
intire m this place, if I were not afraid to be tedious, 
and trefpafs upon yojr patience I nwy pmt them 
hereafter, together wtn a great many treatifes re- 
lating to the phyfick or medicine of the Ghipefe I 
fhall only add, to whit I have but now fpoken, the 
ufual courfe they take m diftempers attended with 
iamtnefs and fwoonihg, whether it proceeds from 
/omeaccidfenf, or from old age 
. Take a drachm of this root (you mufl begin with 
a httle dofe) nna miy Increafe it after?.ards, iccord- 
tng to the effect the former dofes (hah produce) dry 
It before the fire m a paper, or mfufe it m wine, till 
It be fated by It j then cut it m little pieces viith 
j our teeth (and not with a knife, iron dinunifhing 
jts virtue) and, when it is calancd* take the povder 
m form of a bolus, m ivarm tvateror wine, accord- 


ing as your diftcmper will permit This will be 
an excellent cordial, and by continuing it jou will 
find )*ourfcIf fcnfibly fortified 
— Takcalfo the famc^quantit) of Gin fem, or mors 
•if V^U he extremely ♦.cak, and when )ou Kitc di- 
vide It into little pirecs, mfufe it m half a gbfs full 
<}f boiling water, or clfc )ou ina> boil it ftah the 
wafT ilfclf i* the water, if jou dnuk it, viU hat's 
flic fame cf^cSt The nx>t nuj fcxvc a fccond time, 

“ but It Abates of i*s force They hkew ifc rrukc brc‘hs 
of It, cleifiuaries, lorcngcs, and firups, nhjch are 
excellent remed cs for of diftcmpcn 

They ha^calfoano'herrodf'rehich fhr P'>rtugu'fe 
irt the iad ca call Pao China, v Lch is an cxccllcrt 
** 0^2 fudo'*ficl:i 



22S Thf particular Chcru^ei- of th^ 

fudorifick, very proper to pur^e the humoiirs and 
corrupted blood; but the defeription • of al^hcir 
fimplcs would make me deviaft too muchf^and*!? 
not proper for fuch a fhort letter as this. ‘ ' 

The phyficians of China do not employ apothe- 
caries for the compofition of their medicines, they 
prefenbe and give them at the fame time themfalveS. 
Sometimes in the patient’s chamber, when it may b5 
conveniently done; and Ibmetimes in their owri' 
houfes. They think it ftrange the Europeans Aould 
aft othenvife, and that they Commit the prmcipal 
point of the cure to men that are not concerned In 
curing them ; and are not folUcitous about the good- 
nefs of the drugs, provided they get rid of them to 
thttr advantage: but there is another diforder in 
China a great deal more dangerous than that they 
lay to our charge, and that Is, that,therc everybody. 
IS admitted to praftife phyfick, like other mechanick 
arts, without examination, or taking their degrees : 
fo that a pitiful fellow, that knows not where to put^_ 
Ills Head, iludles perhaps a phyfick book two or 
three months, and fetsup fora doflor, cum'friviUgiOy 
at the expence of the patient’s life, whom he chufeth 
to kill, rather than be forced to ftarve himfclf for 
lack of employment. The vulgar, tho* ill ferved 
by them, take a ftrong fanoy for thefe,pickpQckets, 
and they would reckon themfelves covetous, when 
they are indlfpofed, if they^did not die, or catlfe^ 
their relations to die fbme other way, than byfthe’— 
way of nature. ^ 

Yet fome of them you fb^Jl have confefs their 
pxult wheii it is too late ; and I remftnber that an 
inhabitant of the city of Sucheu lofing his daughter^ 
more through the ignorance of the phyficianV than 
by the power of the difeafe^ -was fo enraged, th?*' 
he caufed' a paper ^o)yf printed, wherein the bad 
conduft olHhe preterttfra doftor was laid open, with 
cvenu refleilions te.idmg to decry him ; he aflbe’d 
' '• * “ ^ copies 
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copies of it in all the pubKcfc places, and caufed them 
tp & 5 ^(lributed the principal houfes of the city. 
This rev'enge, or, as he termed it, this zeal for the 
puWick good, had the effeS he promifel himfelf. 
The phyfician loft, together with his reputation, all 
his prafrice, and \vas reduc’d to fo great an extre- 
mity, that he quickly found himfelf in no condition 
to lull any body. 

'The Chinefe, that are mean proficienfs in fciences, 
fucceed much better in arts \ and tho* they have 
aot brought them to that degree of perfection we 
fee them in Europe, yet know they in this relpefl: 
lot only what is neceflary for the common ufe of 
life, butalib whatever may contributeto convenience, 
leatnefs, commerce, and even to well-regulated mag- 
lificence } they would have got a great deal farther, 
had not the fc*m of government, that hath pre- 
cribed bounds to the cxpences of private perions, 
put a ftop to them. The workmen are extraordi- 
lary induftrious, and if they be not fo good at in- 
i^ention as we, yet do they cafily comprehend our 
inventions, and imitate them tolerably well. There 
ue made in feveral places of the empire glaft, watches, 
piftojs, bombs, and many other pieces of workman- 
ihip that they may thank us for > but they have had 
jime <?ut of 'mind gun-powder, printing, and the 
life of the compafs, which are novel arts in Europe, 
^foc, which perhaps wqarc obliged to them, 

They divide the compafs in twenty-four parts 
only, whereas we deferibe thirty-two j they ever- 
'inore imagi^ tha^he ne«ile did every where 
dhew the true place of the pole, bu^ by divers ex- 
.;periments, which we made before them, they have 
obferved fome variation and declenfton :The loadftonc 

found dmoft in cver^'jirovnice j it comes sillo to 
them from Japan \ but the'^.'^nd ufe they make of it 
i^in phyfick 5 *tis bought by waght, and the beft are 
not foldTor above right-pence or ten-pence an ounce- 
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I have brought one with me an inch and an half 
thick, which, tho* indifferently guarded, tai^cs tX', 
ncvcrtlielcfs eleven pound weignt } it will ralic fourt. 
teen or fifteen \7hcn it is right fix’d, • In fine, ‘they 
arc very dexterous in cutting them 5 foi in France, 
tho* they bring theip into all figures, yet it is not 
without great labour and coft. They cut mine in 
Nankim m lefs than two hours ; the engine they make 
life of to that purpole is a plain one; and, If our 
workmen would ufe it, they ^vould abridge, their 
labour. I fuppoled, fir, tJiat * you would not be , 
unwilling to hcaran explanation of it. - ‘ 

It* is compofed of two jaumbs three or four feet 
high, arch-hke^' tvith two firings like .a firtring-irori, 
and parted by a board or Ihingle, which goes crofe 
to it, and clofed by'a mortilc m the lec»board. Ort 
the head of the Jiumbs is fet flat fi little rolling-pin 
'or cylinder, of an inch and an half diameter, which 
can 'turn cirailarly by means of a firing rolled in'the 
middle,^ whole, two ends hanging are tied to a ftep, 
on which the workman lets his foot. 

At one of the' extremities of the cylinder a flat 
' piece of iron is fafiene'd with maffick by its center, 
which piece of Iron Is Very thin, very _ round, and 
very fharp all about ; it is dght inches diameter, and 
rrioves with 'a* great fwiftnels^ pccordirfg as the fteps 
are fet high [or low.' In the,_mean dme the work- 
man prefents^thedoaddone ip one hand,' and in-thf 
otherthe mud made of a ycry'fine land, whichtiools 
the iron, andlervf^tbcuttheftbnej but becaufe the 
iron. In ‘going'' ^ro’^the fand^^'-throwg it about with 
violence, which might blind the workman, care is 
taken Co' piace jui? under it a iitffe board, Cemred nr* 
the' manner of a half circle, which receiveth it and ' 
^defends the ivbrkman. ' *’ ^ 

Navigaiion Is anotlwir^mt that Ihews theaddrefs 
of the Chinefe , we have not always feen in Eurepe 
juch able and .adventurous, ^prs as we ai*^ at pre- 
' ' ‘ ' fentj 
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Tent; the ancients were not fo forward to venture' 
&eifi^ves upon t|je feas, where one mufl; lofe the* 
peht of land for a long time together. The danger 
of being miftaken in their calculation (for* they had 
not then the ufc of the compafs) made all pilots cir-’ 
cumfpeft and wary. ' 

There are lame who pretend that the Chinele, a' 
long' tim^ before the birth of our Saviour Chrift,’ 
had ^ed all the feas of Inda, and di/covered the' 
Cape of Good Hope: however that^ie,' It is moft 
certain, that from all antiquity they had always flout' 
Ihips and albeit they have not pcrfeiSed the art of 
navigation, no more than they have done the fti- 
cnees, yet did the)' underftand much piorc of it than' 
the Greeks and Romans'; and at tlus day they fail 
•as fecurely ’as the Portuguele. . ' 

Their velTels «arc like ours of all rates, but tke 
model is not fo fine ; they arc all flat bottomed ; the 
fore-caftle is cut fhdrt without a flcm,’_ the flem open 
in the middle to the end, that the niddcr, which 
they Ihut up as in a chamber, may be defended on 
the tides from the avaves : this rudder, much longer 
than ours, is ftroncly tied to the flem-poft by t^%•o 
cables that pafs under the whole length of the vefTel 
to the fore-part ; two other tiich like tables hold it 
up, and faci>!tatc the hdifting or lo^vcring it, as oc- 
calion ferves ; the bar is as Jong as is peceflary for 
the guiding If, thc*fcamcn at the helm arc aUb 
‘aOilled by ropes faticned to the larboard and Ihr- 
board, and rolled upon the fxtremit)* of the bar 
the)’ hold in then*- band, which they fallen or 
flicKcn as tKcy fee wcation, to thmfl or flop the 
hc!m„ 

The mifen-mafl is quite towards the forc-part, the 
'math-maiC is nnr tihrpdcctr wihrre'\vcrp:ace 

our mifens. A cord that** goes from flarboard to 
larboard., accenting as the wmd chons about, tiroes 
them for a flay and flirowdsi the boltfprh, vhk-h 
- 0.4 :a 
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is very weak, is at the larboard, at a confiderahle 
diftance from the middle, where we are wop*, tes 
place them. The round-tops the/ wfe are ver^hoif,) 
but the main-maft is of a prodigious hdght guid^ 
thicknefs i it is ftrongly feijed^ as far as the upper 
part of the deck, by two fide beams, that firengtheii 
it wonderfully ; yea, alid deprive it of playing," 
which wc leave to ours, becaufe it ferves to give the 
veflel air, and to quicken Jts motion. 

The low fuls are of very thick matt, trimm’d 
up with laths and long poles to ftrengthen them^ 
from two feet to two feet, faftened to the whole 
length of the mafts by leveral little loops j they arc 
not faftened in the middle, but have thrw quarter^ 
of their breadth loofe, that they may be accommo- 
dated to the wind, and readily tack aboutas occafiont 
ferves. A great many Imall cordg hanging at the. 
fides of the fail, where they are placed at feveral 
diftances from the fail-yard, to the bottom are ga- 
thered up, and keep tight the whole length of the 
putt, and further the motion when the Ihip’s^courle 
is to be changed.' ^ 

, As for the okam to caulk withal, they do not 
ufe melted pitch and tar, but a compofidon made of 
lime and oil, or rather of a particular gum with flax 
of rafped Bambou j this matter is not irubjedl;,to the 
accidents pf fire, and the okam is fo good^ that 
the veflel feldom or never Jeaks j neither do they ever 
ufe the pump, a well or tv/o Serves to kftep the,keel 
dry. In your hug^veflels the anchors are of iron \ 

In the middle fort they arc of ;»p,h|ird, heavy wood, 
and they only ftrengthen the ‘ends ; But I have ob- 
ferved this is not fi^cJent •, for a ^ring-tide, or 
frefh gale of wind, runs the /hip a-drift, wh'en it is 
not well anchored : and, to«lpare the coft of an irop-- 
anchor, they often run/i^ lisk of ^eing call away. . 
As for th*e cables they arc of.flaxof Coco, Canvas, 
cr Rotin. The Rotin is a kind of long cane, whifcK 
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they make into trefles fike little cords, the twifts of 
^eis^re iilually flat, and 'are ftronger than all the’ 
^?herf- but becaufe 'they eaflly lhap. under water 
when they cohie to touch upon any rock, they do 
riot much trie them but only upon rivers to tow' 
agamft, the tide, 

iThe Chinefe have m their veflels a captain as we 
hav^ but his chief buflnefs Is to keep the crew In 
awe, and to \nftual them; the pilot marks out 
the rhumb, and places the compals.^ When they 
can difcover no land, or when they do not ken it, 
thofe upon duty at the helm fleer as they pleafe : 
fo foon as they come within ken of the coaft, of 
enter into the port, the marmeis are lb vigilant, and 
fo intent upon their duty, that they don*t eacpeft to 
, be commanded. 


. You fee, mv lord, by what I have fald, that we 
far the Chlneie at foa in the art of naviga- 

ri9n j ‘ but it muft be confeflbi that upon rivers and 
channels they have a particular Ikill that we are 
not mailers of j they there manage with a few mari- 
ners huge barques, as big as our Ihips $ and there u 
fuch a. great number of them in all the fouthem pro- 
vinces, that they alwayskeep* nlnethoul^d rune hun- 
dred ninety nine ready equipped amongft thofe that 
are ^efigned for the lesviccof the emperor. This is 
the way the Chlnefe ufually reckon j for this way 
of ^eprefling themfrives hath a greater emphafis in 
* thpir language, and feems to denote fomething more, 
thim if 'they ibould fay, in one word, that there are 
ten thouCmd o^b_em ; it is a hard matter to conviil 
•them of aitTintiutrt V for really there is llich a pro- 
digious number of them, that they cannot be reck- 
oned j they are all flat bottom’d, their fails and malls 
•artiftTL •mwh. diffiwjjr- fonfr- k laif. ’jiflvnrint 
ejeferibed, bufthemooclisnot the lame. The body 
.. 

• • KttaClt, 
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of the vcflci, that is alike broad from prow to poop, 
bath two wells j upon the firft, or upon the 
they build, from one end to another, little cabins,! 
that are raifed above the fides feveii or eight feet, ' 
or thereabouts j they are painted within and with- 
out, varnifh’d, gilded, and all over fo neat and 
handfome, that they arc capable of making 'The 
longcft voyages feem fhort, tho* fonie they take 
that lift four or five months witliout intermiflion 5 
for they lodge, they diet, and are ahvays a-board 
thefe noble barques *, and when a good company 
of Mandarines go together (which pretty bften hap- 
pens) there is no place where they pafs the time a- 
)vay more delightfully. They vifit one another al- 
moft every day without compUment ; they play, 
they treat one another mutually, as if thty" were all ‘ 
of a family. This fociety feems fb «much the niore ' 
acceptable to them, becaufc it is not forced and 
conftrained, as in other places, by the incumbrances 
of nice ceremonies, nor fubjeft to fufpicions that 
fuch a free correfpondcnce would not fail to foment, 
if they behaVed themftlvcs fo in the cities. ^ 
Notwithftandi ‘g thefc barques be extraordinary big, 
and tho' they always be either 'under fail, or tugg*d 
along by ropes, yet do they now and then make 
ufe of oars, when they arc ^pon great rivers, or 
crofs lakes. As for orduiary barques, they do not 
row them after the Europeai| manner, but they ' 
faften a kind of a long oar to the poop,.nea*^r 
one fide of the baique than to the other, '^and 
fometimes another^ like it />^the prow, -'that 
they make ufe of as the fifti does of its tap* 
thrulling it out, and pulling it to them qgarn, . 
without ever lifting it above water. This work pro- 
duces a continual rolling the hjrque ; but it 
hath this advantage, thatThe motion is never in- *' 
terrupted, whereas the time and effprt that .v{p em-, 
ploy to hft up our oars is loft, and flgnifics nothing. 

The 
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'Th6 knack, theQiindehave to fail upon torrents, 
Vii Tomewhat# wonderful and. incredible ; They in a 
manner force nature, and make a voyage vdthout 
any dread, which other 'people dare not fo much 
as Mook ’ upon without bang feized with feme 
apprehfenfion.’ I fpeak not of thofc catarafts they 
afSfend by meer ftfength of arm, to pafs from one 
canal to another, which in fomc relations are called 
Sluices i but of certain rivers that flow, or rather 
•tun* headlong quite crofs abundance of rocks, for 
theVpace of three or fburfeore leagues. Had I 
not been upon theft perillous torrents mylelf, I 
fltOuld have ' much ado to believe, upon another’s 
report, what I myfelf have feen. It is araihneis 
for travellers to expofe themfelves, if they have 
' been but ’never fo little informed of it 5 and a kind 
of madnefs in*fadors to pafs their life in a trade 
wherein they are every moment in danger of be- 
ing dellroyed. 

Thefe torrents ivhereof I fpeak, which the peo- 
ple of the countr)’ call Chan, are met with in fe- 
veral places of the empire 5 many of them may- 
be feen when one travels from Nancham, the ca- 
pital city of Kiimfi, to ''Canton. The firft time I 
went ' that Way with father Fontaney, we were hur- 
ricd*away with that tipidity, that all theencavours 
of our mariners could not withfland it ; our barque, 
n,bandoned 'to the torrent, was turned round about 
a v^hirl^'g for a long dme, amongfbtheflru- 
ofitlcs and vvindings that the courfe of the water 
formed j a| 5 fh-at 4 ^, da/h’d u;^n a rock even with 
*thc water, v/ith tliat violence, tliat the rudder, of 
the^hicknefs of a good beam, broke like apiece 
of glafs, and the whole body of it was carried by 
the force of the cuiT^t upon the rock, where it 
remained immoveable : it, mftead of touchingat the 
,ftcm, U had hit fide-ways, we had been infallibly 
*ioft \ nor jtt are thefo the mofl dangerous places. 
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In the province of Fokicn, whether one comes 
from Cinton, or Hamchtu, one is, during eighc pX ^ 
ten days, in continual danger of perilling. The 
catarafts arc continual, alwws broken by a tfeou- 
find points of rocks, that icarce leave breadth c- 
nough for the paflage of the barque ; ' there arc no- 
thing but turnings and windings, nothing but^caf- 
cadts and contrary currents that dafh one againft 
another, and hurry the boat along like an arrow out 
ofa bow 5 yoii arc always within two feet of /helves ; 
if you avoid one, you /all foul upon another,* and 
from that to a third, if the pilot, by a /kill not 
fufficiently to be admired, does not efcape from 
fhlpwreck -that threitcns him every moment. 

There are none in all the world, befides the Chi- 
nefe, capable of undertaking fuch like voyages, or* 
fo much, engaged therein, as not tOi.be difeouraged, ' 
maugre all the accidents that befal them, for were 
pafTes not a day that is not memorable for /hip- 
wrecks i and, indeed, it is a wonder that all barques 
do not perilh. Sometimes a man is fo fortunate 
JOS to fplit in a place not fir diftant from the Ihore, 
as I chanced twice to do i then indeed one cfcapcs 
by fwimming, , provided one has ftrength enough 
to ftroggle out of the torrent, which is ufually 
very /Inut. Other times the barques runs a-drift, and 
in a moment is upon the rocks, where it remains 
a-ground with the paflengersj; but, /qmetimes .it 
happens,'’€fpecially in /bmc moVe rapid vortices, ^at * 
the veiTel is in piec^ and ‘the crew buried l^fore 
one has timetoJendw where fbs.y-^'.re. Sometimes 
alfo, when one defeends the fafeade^ formed b/ 
the river, thataltogether runs head-long, the boats, 
by falling all on a /udden, plunge into fhe water 
at the prow, without being ,obIe to^ rife again, and 
di^jmeat in a trice. In^ word, thefe voyages 
are fo dangerous, that, in more than twelve ^hou- 
land leagues riiat I have /ailed upon the moft 
tempe/Hiops, 
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tempeftuous feas jn the world, I don’t believe I 
tve» run through fo many dangers for ten jears, as 
•I’ have done in te*n days upon thefe torrents 
The barquet, they make ule of, are buiJf of a very 
thin, light timber, which makes it more fit to fol- 
low all the imprenions one has a mind to give 
them They divide them into five o~ fix apart- 
tnents, feparated by good partitions j fo that, when 
they touch at any place, upon any point of a 
rock, only one part of the b^t is iiill, whilft the 
bthet remains drj , and affords time to flop the hole 
the water has made For to moderate the rapidity 
of the motion, in places where the water is not too 
deep, fix feamen, three on each fide, hold along 
fpret or pole thruft to the bottom, wherewith they 
,refift the •current, yet, llackening by little and 
little, bv the hflp of a fmall rope made fafl: at 
one end to the boat, and twined at the other round 
the pole, that flips but very hardly, and by a con- 
tinual rubbing fiackens the motion of the barque, 
which, without this caution, would be driven with 
too much rapidity , inlbmuch, that when the tor 
rent is even and uniform, how rapid foever its 
courfe be, you float with the fame flownefs, as one 
does upon the calmed canal , but, when it winds 
in and out, vthis cautioa is to no purpofe , then, 
indeed, they have recourfe to a double rudder, 
■made m falhion, of oar, of forty or fifty feet 
'long, one whereof is^ at the prow, and the other 
at the poop In the plying of thefe two great oars 
confifts all the^Jkill,nf the failofe, and falety of the 
barque , ther^ipro&ljerks and cunning fhakes they 
give It, to drive it on, or to turn it right as they 
woulk have it, to fall juft into the ftream of the 
W'ater, to ftiun pneroci ,^without daflung on another, 
to cut a current, to puriue the fell of v/ater, with 
out running headlong with it, whi Is it about a 
thoufancf di5erent wgjs It is not a navigation, ic 
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IS a Miticgc , for there is iie\ cr a managed horfe 
tint labours with more fury under the hands cf o 
matter of an academy, than thefe boats do ui 
hands of thefe Chinefe manners , tt>, that a\hen 
they chance to be call awny, jt is not fo much for 
want of Ikill as ttrength , and, vhereas they carry 
not above eight men, if they Would take fifteen^ 
all tlic violence of the torrents would not bfe capable 
to carry them away But it is a thing common e- 
nough in thtj, world, and elpecially in China, ra- 
ther to hazard a man’s life, and run the nfle to* lofe 
all he has, than to be at fmall charges when there 
is not an abfolute ncceffity for them 

Seeing I am fpcaking of the art and ikill of the 
Chinefe upon rivers, I cannot forbear, my lord, 
letting you obferve what they are matters of m mat-, 
ter of fittung , befides the luie* nejs, and the ordi- 
nary mftruments we make ufe of in Europe, which 
they imploy as well as we, they have moreover t.wo 
ways of catching fitti* that feem to me very fmgu- 
lar and odd The flrfl is praittifed m the nightj 
when It 16 moon ttune , they have two very long* 
flrait boats, upon the fides of which they nail, fron^ 
one end to the other, a board about two feet broad, 
upon which they ha\e rubb’d white vamiihj very 
fmooth and Ihming j this,.plank is jnclme^ out- 
ward, and almoft toucheth the furface of the wa- 
ter That It may ferve their turn, it is requiiite 
to turn It towards the moin fhire, to the ,£!id 
that the refledbion pf the moon may increafe its 
bnghtnefs , the fifti playing and^^ortmg, and mif- 
taking the colour of the planJ^ for of the wa^ 
ter, jerk out that ^\ay, and tumble before they arc 
aware, either upon the plank, or into the bdSitj fo 
that the fiihcrman, almoft avfthout faking any pains, 
hath in a little time his friwll barque quite full/ ^ 
The fecond manner of fiftiing is yet more plea 
fant They breed, 1 divers provinces, corroo’anrtj 

^tvhich 
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which they order ana manage as we do dogs, or 
evqi as we do hawks for the game , one fiiher- 
i?ian can very*eardy look after an hundred , he keeps 
them perched upon the iides of his boat, quiet, 
and waiting patiently for orders, till they are come 
at the place defigned for fUhing , then, at the ve- 
ry^lirft fignal that :s given them, each takes its 
flight, and flics to%vards the way that is affigned it. 
*Tis a very pleafant thing to behold how they 
divide amongft them the whole breadth of the ri- 
ver,. or of the lake , they feck up and down, they 
dive, and come and go upon the water an him- 
dred times, till they have fpy’d their prey , then 
do they feize it with their beak, and imm^iate- 
dy bring it to their mafter “When the JiJh is too 
big, they, help one another interchangeably, one 
takes It by the tail, another by the head, and go 
after that manner in company to the boat , the 
men hold out long oars to them, upon which they 
p^hthemfelveswiththarfilh, and they fuffer the 
filherman to take the prey from them, that they 
may go fcek for another When they arc weary, 
they Jet them reft a while, but give them nothing 
to eat till the fifhing is over , during which tune, 
their throat is tied with a fmall cord, for fear they 
fhould fwallow the litrje fi/h, and, when they have 
filled* their hellies, refufe to work longer 

1 forbear fpeaking, my loni, of their dextenty 
.and neatnefs in the I manufactures of filk, earthen 
ware, vamifh and architecture thefe rmtters have 
been exhaufted m pubhek rSations It is well 
known, that>tlleTific2 of China are not only hand- 
iome, but good and Jerviceable , that thar por 
celairr is of a neatnefs and matter inimitable , that 
thcir \*amilh, and the ufe they make of it upon 
their cabinets, “dables, a’d (kreens, In\e procured 
them the admiration of all Europe As for their 
archreCtUre, altho’ they base there n a fanc> far 
drJFerent 
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diffb^nt from ours, and coimng fhort of thatpef- 


fedtion that we fuppofe ourfelves arrived to t-yet 
mufl: it be confefs’d however, ‘that there are fome 


J)ieces of fculpture in China perfedtly well wrought,' 
and the publick edifices, as gates of ^reat dries/ 
towers, and bridges, haye fomething in them very 
noble and beautiful. In fine, the Chinefe in p^>^nt 
of arts are dexterous, laborious, curious to find out 
the inventions and contrivances of other nations, and 


■very apt to imitate them. But what is peculiar to 
them is, that in all their works they perform,*with 
a very few mftruments and plain engines, wiiat 
our artificers in Europe perform with an infinite 
number of tools. 


The better to give you a charafter of their in- 
genuity, I Jhall add, That there is no nation undcf 
the fun, that is more fit for commerce and fraffick,« 


and underftand them better : One can hardly be- 
lieve how far their tricks and craftinefs proceeds 
tvhen they are to infinuatc into mens affeftions to 
manage a fair opportunity to improve the over- 
tures that are offered : the defire of gettmg tor- 
ments them continually, and makes them difeover 
a thoufand ways of gaining, that would not natu- 
rally come into their head : every thing ferves 
their turn, every thing is ‘precious to the Cfiinefc, 
becaufe there Is nothing but they know how to 
improve. They undertake rite mod difficult voy- 
ages, for the leafl hopes of gain, and that’s 'the 
reafon why all thirgs arc in motion ; in the ftreets, 
upon the roads, \ipon the ijxccUiPnd all along the 

coaffs of the maririme towns, ‘you fhaJJ fee a worH 
of travellers : the trade and commerce, that is, 
carried on every where, is the foul of the people, 
and the prhmm msbtle 9P all th^ addons. 

If they would accompany labour and natural in^ 
duffr}* with a little more honefty, cfpccially in rc- 
fpeft of ffrangcis, nothing could be wanthg ^ 

them 
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them that might contnbutc to make them able, 
somplete merchants t but their cflential quality is 
to aeceive and coufeu when it lies in their porer j 
fotnc of them do not conceal it, but boaft of it : 
I have heanl of fome fo brazen fac’d, that when 
they have been taken in the faifV, to exc fe then- 
f^ves by their firnplicity, faid, 2c>u fu that I don't 
underjiand trap 1 ycu know raere of it than I , lut 
perhaps I Jhalt he more luefyf cr more fuhtle ano- 
ther time. They falfify almoft esery thing they 
vend, when things are in a condition to be faJ- 
fified. They Ciy particularly, that they counter- 
feit gammons of bacon fo artificially, that many 
times a man is miftaken in them ; and, when they 
have boiW them a long time, they find nothing, 

• >7hen ..they come to eat them, but a k’-gc piece 

• of wcod unt^r a hog’s-ikm It is certain , a 
Granger will be always cheated, if he buy alone, 
Jet hun take what care he will } he fhould epi- 
ploy a trufty Chine/e, who-isacq tinted with the 
country, who knows all the tricks j and, indeed 
you will be very happy, if that buys, and 
he that leJIs, do not collogue together to your 
coft, and go fnips m the profit. 

When one lends them any thing he muft have 
furedes , foh, as for rfiei' word, thofe who knoiv 
them cannot rely i^pn it Sgme of them ha\e 

, b^n obferved to borrow a very fmall fum, pro- 
miflng to reftorc the principal wjtli 1 aft i itereft, 
which they punctually petfiJrpi’d upp” d«y 
appointed, ts->^i3i*thcmfclves the reputati^- of 
down-nght honeft men After that, t’.-/ dt- 

• manded a greater fum, which they repaid alfo wth- 
out faihi^ At length, they continued thjs com- 
merce whole years together, till fucH time as en- 
gaging to credit them, and lend them confider- 
able furps, they earned their money far enough 
off, and difappeared for ever 


When 
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When they would obt^ a favour, tliey do iipC 
difcover themfelves all on the fcdden , there arts 
fome who prepare for it whole years before-hand. 
They make prefents to the mafter, and to all thofe 
of the houlhold , they fo much the more 

difinterefted, and to have no defign, becaufe they 
refufe all returns but when one has accepted 
their toys, which they thought they might do, 
without fearing any bad confequence, then they 
begin to fhewctheir defign , when they have^ fo 
well play*d their game, that they cannot in reafon 
receive a repulfe for what they demand 

This fubtlety of deceiving is dill more extra- 
ordinary in thieves and robbers They break thro' 
the thickclt walls, bum gates, and niake great ^ 
holes m them by the help of a certain engine, ' 
which fires the wood without anjv flame Ihey 
penetrate into the moft private receiTes, without 
ever being perceived , and, when people awake 
m the morning, they arc amaa’J to find their bed 
without curtains and coverlets, their chamber un- 
fumilh’d, tables, cabinets, coffers, and plate, all is 
march’d off, wi^out fo much fomctimes as perceiv- 
ing an) foot-rteps of the thieves, but the hole m 
the wall at which they went out with all tin, 
moveables of the houfe 

When thev arc apprehended, if thc) be armed, 
the) fufflr death , nut jf, wicn taken, they arc , 
found m no condition to wound or kill on) boll), 
the) infi ft fome o'hcr corporal pumniment, ac- 
coixlttfg to thc quality of thC^gDcxlf^doIcni hut* 
if the) have taken nothug, the judges arc fatif- 
F)M b) p inidimp them with thirn or fort) b’ov s 
V ith a cudgel fhc) fij, thefe felons have a cer- 
tain drug, thc fume of which ext** m-lv fluptfifs» 
.and cafls into a deen flccn. whuh affords them 
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fo perfuaded of that trufli, that travellers caufe 
a bafon of cefld wSter to be brought mto their chain* 
ber m the inn, which is a (lire remedy to fruftrate 
the power or chirm of the fume. 

Not but after all one may meet with honefty 
afld fair dealing amongft the Chmefe , for ( not id 
fpeak of chnftuns, m whom religion hath reform- 
ed the evil inclinations of nature) I do remember, 
that, at my firft arrival mto Chma with my com- 
parvons, ftrangers, unknown, expoftd to the ava- 
hce of the Mandarines, not one of them did us the 
leaft ivrong , ind, what appeared yet more extra- 
ordinary was, that offering a prefent to a com- 
miffioner of the cuffom houfe, people that ate u- 

^ Ibally greed) , and attentive to the improvement 
of fuch fort of occafions, he protefted, notwith- 

* {landing all bUr eamefl mtreaties, that he would 
n^ver take any thmg of any body fo long as he 
^vas m his office , but, if one day he Ihoulcf chaned 
to be In another condition, he would avith all 
Ins heart receive from us fone European cuno- 
ofity After all, thefe are rare examples, nor muft 
you from them take the charafler of the natives 

As the Chmefe have a genms for commerce, f 5 
hav^ they Jikewife for affairs of Hate , their avit 
has been a long time adapted to politicks, ahd ne- 
gotiating affairs, no> with foragners, whom they 

* IdBt upon as BarbariinS, and their fubjeiSS, ^/holTl 
the ancient haughtmefs of the empire forbids to 
Correfpond with Jnit^amongft themfeJvcs, accotd- 
hig as they ale boflriH b)rintercfl, or as their for- 
tune engages them therem There is po'ic)' a- 

* hwngfl pnnccs, and other ghmdccs of the realm, 
as much as m 'yiv court of Europe , they contmu- 
all) apply thcmlchcsto know the gufto, mclma- 
tioas, humours, and defigns of one another , ahd 
fhe^ ftUch' it fo rftuch the more, as they are more 

R * reserved, 
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refervfed, and, diflembling themfelves, they kecp^a 
fair correfpd.'dcnce with every bcdy, oiay, and e< 
ven obferve a decorum with their enemies. 

-As the way of challenging to duel is not hl- 
•'Ip'wed in the ftate, all their revenge Is cunning 
atid f’cret ; one cannot imagine by how ma^ 
Ihifcs and contrivances ^ey endeavour to deftroy 
one another, withouf niaking any fhow of having 
any fuch thing in their head. They are not on- 
ly difiemblerSjtbut padc*.r, even to infenfibler^efs, 
in ej.pefting a favourable moment to declare them- 
felves, and to ftrike home. But as they obferve 
all forts of mcafures with their enemies, the better 
to lull them aheep, fo they fontetiincs hu/f the/r 
beft friends, for fear, left a too ftriil bond of 
friendlhip Ihould engage them together in fome ' 
unlucky adventure. So far are they from that bar- 
barous friendlhip that enclines us in Europe to en- 
gage thofe in our private quarrels that are m6ft 
devoted to us, and to expofe, witftoul: any advan- 
tagci a life that wc ihould defend, even by the 
lofs of our own. 

The lords of the court, tlie viceroys of provinces, 
and generals of armies, arc In perpetual motion, to 
preferve or acquire the principal places of ftate j 
they carry on their bufinefs by moriey, favour, 
and by intrigue ; and fince tjie laws give nothing, 
cither to follicilation, riches, pr ambition of private, 
peribns, but folcly to merit, the moll fubtlc Item 
always moft moderate, whilft, in the mean time, 
by an hundred hidden fprirtgt. Ynby*cndeavour tp 
obtain the choice and efteem of the emperor. 

In Ihort, if feme neighbours r.iorc |X)tcnt and * 
intelligent thjin the Tartars, had ever able to 
have accuftometl them to make tnlatics, as the dif- 
ferent people of Europe do amongft themfelves, 

I am pCTfuaded, that poKcy and negotution wouU 

have 
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Iiave proved more powerful to defend them from 
tln:ir enemies, than that prodigious wall, of whjch 
they endeavoured to make a bulwark, and all thofe 
niVnerous armies wherewith they have hitherto, 
but all in va n, oppofed them 

After all that I have faid, I lea\ e ^ ou to judge, 
m / lord, of the charafter of thefe people, and of 
the Value that ought to be put upon them , when 
a man hath a guft as good as yours, he does not 
only think of things nicely, but alfb judges of them 
folfdly, and with the greateft exacHiefs , fo that I 
ilippofe, nobody will take it ill that I fubmit the 
Chmefe to >our cenfure They 6nl would find 
fome difficulty to fubfenb-* to it, if they under 
flood the defef*- of their wit and genius, as much is 
tve underhand the dehc 3 Ccn*fs of yours , but, as 
they believe themfelves the mofl fenfible nation m 
the orld, I ^ fure they will be ghd to be left to 
the judgment of a per/bn, whom all Fnnce begins 
to admire, and, what is more, whom Lewis the 
Great honours particularly with his efteem You 
will obfene, m) Jon}, in China, fome faults which 
one cannot excufe , all the favour I beg of you 
for them is, to refi'il, that formerly they have 
been wifer, mote flncerc, and honeft lefs corrupted 
thao they arc at prefen^ Virtue, which they culti 
vat^ with fo much care, which contributed in 
finitely to model ‘their reafoa, made them at 
tHat time the wifcfh people of the univtrfe and, 
b-mg their m nners were mo5C regular, fo, I doubt 
not, but thc> w-m. then more IiitcU g-nt, and more 
•rat onjil 

However, in the ver^ condition wherein th-j arc 
-t prefent, jou will, perhaps, cflecm them not 
wi h/land/n^, jnd find wjthal, th-'* tho* they hare 
not mgenuty enough to be compared wjth our 
Aamcd and knowmg mo m Europ-, )c*'do they 

R 3 
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not give place to us in arts j '’that they equal us in 
politenefs, and that, perhaps, they may furpafs t'-is 
in politicks and in government.* I ■\vith th& 
pjoft profound refpedt, ' . ^ 

Lord^ 

Tour mojl buptble, 

y? obedient Servanty 

l'j, 
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LETTER IX. 

To the Cardinal D’Eftrees. 

Of the Pojicy and Government of the Chinefe. 

hen I^had the honour to give your 
^ emmence ;in account of the prefent ftatc 

J of China, I did a long time doubt whether 

or no I fliould venttip: to defcnbe to you 
jthelr form cf gb^emmcnt : To handle fo nice a 
fubjefj requires the aKlitics of the moft exaft poli- 
and a knowledge of ftate-affairs exquillte as 
* yours ; a fubjei5l not to be managed by any w’ithout 
pains and trouWe, but wfiich’lies too deep Tor thofe 
^ my charaftcr whofc knowledge in the aflairs of 
^13 worM is flight and fuperficial. 

R 4 Hut 
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But yet it v/ould be the gr^ateft of injuries to the 
Chinefe, topafsthatoverin filence, which they Ipe’c 
upon as the thing to which they 'owe fell their go^ 
qualities, and which they efteem as a mafter-piece 
of the moft exaft policy j thus therefore, my lord, 
tho* I fhould own it a piece df imprudence in me to 
meddle with thefe myfterious arcana of government, 
and to iearch never fb little into the depths of world- 
ly wilHom i 1 could be content to lie blamed for it 
in Europe, if China, to whom I own I bear a kind- 
nels ^ and refpeft, approve of it in me, and get eany 
credit thereby. 

Amongft fevcral models and plans of govern- 
ment which the lanclents framed, we lhall pdrhaps 
jnAt Jwith noije fd_ perfeft and exaft as is that bf the 
Chinefe monarchy. Tie ancient lawgivers of this, 
formed it in their days very little dif- 
ftrent from what it is in ours. Other Hates, accord- 
ing ^ the common fate of the thingfe of this worjd, 
^^•’fihle of jhe weaknefs of infancy, are bom 
miJhapen and imperfeft; and, like men, they owe 
their perfe(5Kon and maturity to time, China feems 
more exempted from the common laws of nature ; 
and, as though God himfelf had founded their em- 
pire, the plan of their government \vas not a whit 
left perfVft In its cradle, than it is now |ifter the ex*- 
perience and trial of four thbufand years. 

During all which time the Chinefe had never fo 
much as heard of fhetnnrc oFrepublick \ and wjfBn ■ 
lately, on the Hollanders arrival, they heard of if, 

5t feemed fo Hrahgc. to them that jhc)' have ftvcely 
Vet done admiring at it. NotbrngT^d imkl them 
Underftand how a Hate could regularly be gortmed 
Vithout a king •, they lookoj upon a repubhefc ?3 
a monfler with many heads, formed by tht am- 
^on, hcadineft, and corrupt incKnation of mfctr in 
es of poblidc difordcrand conHifion. %, 

M 
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As they bear an a-\fcrfion to r«publican govern- 
ment, To are they yet more fet agauift tyranny and 
o^preflion, Wmch •they Tay proceeds not from the 
abfolutenefs of the pfm«?s power, for they cannot 
be too much their mlyedls matters , but from the 
pnnce’s own wildnefs, which neither the voice of 
n^re, nor the laws of God can ever countenance 
The Chmefe a re of op inion, that the obligation, which 
iS laid on thejflungs not to abufe thejr power, is ra 
ther a means to confirm and eftablilh them, than to 
ftjcafion their nnn , and that this ufrfiil conftraint, 
which they themfelves lay on their pattions, does no 
more dinnm/h their power or authonty here on 
earth, than the like conftraint derogates from the 
majefty and povrerof the Almighty, who is not the 
Jefs powet+ul becaufe he cannot do evil 

An unbounded authonty w hich^he laws give the 
emperor, and >i neceflity which the fame law? lay 
UMn him to ufe that authonty with moderation and 
difwetion, are the two props which have for fo 
many ages fuppotted this great fabnek of the Chmefe 
monarchy The firft pnnople thereof, that ism 
ftilled into the people, is to TCTpcfl thar pnnee with 
fo high n veneration as almoft to adore him They 
ttile him tne Son of Heaven, and the only Matter of 
the "iVorld ^ His coraminds are mdifputable, his 
Words cany no lefsauthbnty with them, than if they 
Were oracles , in fhost, ev^ thing that comes from 
• hlft^ IS picred Heis,*feldom f en, and never fpoken 
to but on the knees The grandees of the court, 
the pnnces of the blood , nay, own brothers bow 
to thel ground, tuft only when he is prefent, but 
even liSre his throne , and then, are fet da) s every 
“ySMeek 'or month, m which the notnliC) aiTcmble, 

’ .VihTv.meer jp .one ijf the .courts of the^oalao;. .to 
ackMowW^ tlra authonty of thar pnnee by their 
^oft fubmtflivc adorations, tho' he pcrlups be not 
mere in jiWbn 


■When 
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When he is ill, efpeciallj^ if dangeroully, the pa- 
lace is full of Mandarines of every order, who f^end 
rught and day in a large court, dn habits proper for 
the occafion, to exprefs their own griei^ and to alk 
of Heaven their prince’s cure. Rain, fiiow,'cold, or 
any other inconveniences excufe them not from the 
performance of this duty j and, as long as the emperor 
is in pain or in danger, any one that faw the 
people would think that they V&-'hoihing but the 
lofs of him. 

Befides, intereft is no fmall occafion of the great 
refpedt which is fhewn him by his fubjefts ; for, as 
foon as he is proclaimed emperor, the whole autho- 
rity of the empire is in his hands, and the good or 
ill fortune of his fubjedb is owing wholly to him. 

Firft, all places in the empire arein^is dilpo/aI»^ 
he bellows tliera-on whom he thinks fit •» and, befides, 
he is to be look^dj^upon as the difpofer of them the’ 
more, becaufe none of them are ever fold. Merit, 
that is, honefty, learning, long experience, and e/pe-, 
cially a grave and fober behaviour, is the only 
thing confidered in the candidates, and no other 
conliderations can lay any claim to favour. Nei- 
ther is this all, that he hath the choice of all officers 
of dates but, if he diflikes their management when 
chofen, he difmifics or ch.anges them without more 
ado. A peccadillo has herttofore been thought e- 
nough to render a Mandarine incapable of continuing 
in his place ; and I am told t^at a governor of e-ne. 
of then- cities >vas turned out, becaufe on a day of 
audience his cloaths* were thought too gay to be- 
come the gravity of his *o£5ce T the cimpcror 
thinking a perfon of that humour not fftto fill 
fuch a place, or to aft as a nugiftratc who re,'i«rcijJ« 

Ills prince. ' ««- 

I myfclf faw at Pekin an example of this fpvc- 
rclgn po\vcr, at which I was the more furprized 

caufc it was brought about with fo little dluurbances 
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It was difcovered that tRree Colaos (who are Man-- 
danae^ as honourable for thar places amongft the 
Clunefe, as ottr nftmfters of rate are amongft us) 
had Jakep money under hand for fome fervices done 
by them in the execution of their office The em-f 
peror, who was informal of it, took away their 
langs immediately, and ordered them without far- 
ther trouble to ^ .retire What became of the two 
firft, or how they were ufed, I cannot tell , but the 
other, who had a great while been a magiftrate, and 
was as much efteemed for his underftanding as he 
%7as refpefted for his age, was condemned to look 
after one of the palace ^tes amongft other common 
foldiers, m whofe company he was lilted 

I faw him myfelf one day m this mean condt 
^lon , he wis upon duty os a common centinel » 
when I paired by him, I bowed ^to hun, as indeed 
ev'eryoneeiredai, for the Chint*'^ '^^''re/pe^led m 
hitt\ the (lender remains of that honour which he 
had juft before poflelTed 

I mull confers, I loon left wondering at fo fevere 
a pumfhment inflifted on lb great a man , when 
I law after what manner even the princes of the 
blood themfclves were ufed One of them \vas a 
mighty lover of fports, efpeaally of cock fighting 
(whic|i is an jifual div^on m the Eaft, and the 
obftinacy of thofe creadires, which, anned with 
gavclocks, fight till othey ie with an incredible 
— flcdt ^ind courage, is very furpnfing ) The emperor 
did not think it amils tfcit this pnnee fhould fpenJ 
a fcNV hours in fuch fort of divcrfions He knew 


that grtfit men ha\ e.i^)are time as well as others, and 
that It not derogate from an) man’s charafter 
*rs-»hftir/ ara) an hour or tno fometimes in thole 
.^iV(?rO<nre which arc more fmrable to .vounjj 
p^pjC, and that*it is not at all improper for men 
imdcrftanding and gnvi '7 to condeftend to mean 
^ and 
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and ordinary fports, in order to give fomc relax- 
ation ^nd eafe to their weary fpirits. NevoJthc- 
lefs, he could not bear to fee Ifim ijiend his wliole 
time ill things (b much below his qua^Hty,, and 
fo unbaoming his years, he therefore told him of 
its buf, finding that th/s admonition did not ^vo^k 
■with him, the emperor relbivcd to make an example 
of him, and did therefore decj;>re.^that fie had for- 
feited bis titie and honour of Princ^ ^e was, be- 
tides, deprived of his retinue, his fala^, and his 
quality, unril'-he /hould, by fomc great and extn- 
ordinary aftion, make it appear to the whole king- 
dom, that he was notunworthy of the blood front 
whence he fprang. 

The 'emperor went yet a ftep farther, for per- 
ceiving that the number of the princes of tV 
blood was very-great, and that the ill conduct of 
many of them^ might in time bring their qusility 
into contempt 5 he publhhed an order, that none 
ihould hereafter bear that chanufler, without hi? 
exprefs leave, which he gave to none, but to thole, 
who, by their -virtue, undertianding, and diligence 
in their offices, did very welJ deferve it. 

Such adminiftratfons in Europe would catifs heart- 
burnings and fadlionsin the ftates j but in China they 
are brought about without any the Iea,{fc diftur, bailee, 
thefe changes create no H'anner of trouble if they 
are done for the pubitek good, ail'd not from a « 
petfonal hatred or violent paStion ; however, ifTht 
emperor Ihould bq lb frr tranlported as to a< 5 l 
thus to fatisfy his own gr'fliofi, yet, if his go- 
vernment be generally equitaK: and Julti iffich par- 
ticular ill adminiftrations nufc no faction i^lhb fub-, 
jedls againft him. ^ ^ 

You will have a plsun proof of^the ab.oIis<2nel3 
of the emperor's power, from a pafiage vhiclkh^p- 
pened in a late war with one of the kinj^s of Tvt- ^ 
tarj*. The emperor fent a tnighty army 

brother's 
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trothet’s command, to ®punlih the vanity and rafti- 
nefs^of that puny king, who had dared to make 
inroads into the countries of ieveral of the allies 
of tiw empire. The Tartar, wliofe warlUce troops 
fought only an ojiportunlty of Cgiialwlng them- 
felves, advanced to engage the imperial e'miy, and 
fet ‘^ipon them with fo much violence and vigour, 
that at laft, jjotssdthllanding he was fo much in- 
ferior to in number, he beat them from their 
ground, and forced them to retreat in diforder. 

TKe emperor’s father-in-law, an olcf Tartar, well 
vers’d in the trade of W'ar, commanded the artillery, 
and plaid his part fo well that he rvas killed at the 
head of a few, yet brave foidiers, whom he encourag- 
^ ed as well by his example as by his words *, but the 
general was’iccufed of flying Wl, and drawing by 
ms flight the reft of the army afte^; him. The em- 
peror, who. is himfclf a man of courage, and an ad- 
mirer of glory, was Icfs troubled at the lofs of the 
battle, than he was at that of his brother’s honour. 
He fent for him immediately to court, to be tried be- 
fore a council of the blood, whom he afl^bled In 
his palace. 

The prince, who was on all other accounts a per- 
Ibn of Angular /near, /arrwidered hunfeiF mth the 
famc'humility and fubmyTion, as lie could have done, 
had he been the meaneft officer in the army, and, 
^^thout flaying till ft^tcnce was pronounc’d, he con- 
demned himfelf, and^wned that he deferved death. 


Toil deferve »/, faid the emperor^ i>xit yaa ought to re- 
Icjl honour. iQ fetk death r« the 

S '.iet troops and net here amongjl us tn the 
Itn, vjbtf e tt<an only tncrcofe your dsjgrace. 
e emperor was inclinable to pardon him > 
incesi» who chet/gfic thcmfcivcs in iome 
tfgractd by ths aihon, earaeftly begged 
peror to ufe the utmoft of his power to 
fcpunilbhim i and his uuclc, whoatrifted at the coun- 
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cil trtntfti him with fo much fcom and cont^mnN 
tlut amongft us fuch ufigc \%owld aClift any gaft-lc" 
man fo fcnfibly as to go ncaf to break his heart. 

The emperor, v,ho his po>vcr over the hves of 
the princes of the b!ooj, can certainly diljX)fc of 
his other fubjc<5ls: The laws make him foiarmif* 
ter of their lives, that neither \iceroj',norparliamcnts» 
nor any other foveragn court tiiroughaiit the \\holi 
empire, can execute any criminil v, Itnouk exprefs or- 
der from court. They arc amjgncd and tried upand 
dowi in the fcvcral provinces, but the fcntcncc is 
al\vaj s prefented to the emperor, who cither con- 
firms it or rejects it as he plcafcs ; moft an end he 
agrees to jt, but he very often cuts off part of the 
fcntcncc, and makes it left rigorous « 

Secondly, altlio* ever)' one be pcrfctfl maficr or 
his eftate, and enjoys his lands freafrom diAurbancd 
and molcftation : the emperor can nevcrthelcls ^ lay 
what taxes he thinks fit upon his fubjefls to Amply 
thh preffng wants, and relieve the neceflitics of the 
(late This power indeed he feJdom makes ufc of, 
whether it be, that the ftlndmg revenue and ordinary 
taxes arc fufficient to maintain a war abroad , or. 


whether it be, that in aavil \Varthey are unWiJJmg 
to run the hazard of provoking their fubjefts too 
much, by laying too great a load on' them They 
have likewife a cuftom of cxcijjpting every year one 
or two provinces from bearing their proportiom'^A. -■ 
the tax, efpecially if any of them have fu4ered 
thro’ the ficknefs,o‘f the people, or, if the lands, 
thro’unfeafonable weather, tetv^ot yielded fo good 
an increafe as ufual \ IJ 

It IS true, that the fubfidies,'which the law 
are fo confidenble, that, were the Chinelei^fe in-^ 
duftnous, or their lands lels fruitful, thin 
Idee the reft of the Indian kingdoms, wqwd be <V3-* 
ly a fociety of poor and miferable wretflies It / 
this prodigious income that makes the pnnce fo, 

powerfifi^ 
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pow^fiil, and that enables him, at an hour’s warn- 
ing,® to raife a jptent and a numerous army to keep 
his people m obedience 

It fe vefy difficult to reckon iVhat the revenu of 
this empire amounts to , becaufe, befides the money 
that IS raifed m fpecie, vaft fums are paid m m goods 
AftS" the beft examination which I could get both 
from the officp^a'taltn^om their books, I beheve the 
treafury rec^ves m money about 22,000,000 of Chi- 
nefe cfowns, which the Fortuguefe cal^Taels, each 
of which m our money comes to about fix ffiillings 
But the nee, com, fait, filks, cloaths, vamiffi, and 
a hundred other commodities which they pay m, to- 
* gether with the cuftoms and forfated elutes, a- 
xmount to more than 50,000,000 of the Chinele 
clowns So that, after having allow’d for the goods 
received mto the t;eafiiry, fhcir value m fil\ er, and 
having made the nearefi and moft exaft calculation 
poffiblc, I find the ordinary revenues of the emperor 
to amount ui our money to 21, fioo, 000 / at leaft 
Third! j, the nght of ma^g peace and naris 
the emperor's, he may make treaties on what condi- 
tions he pleafes, provided they be not fuch as are dif- 
honourablc to the kingdom As for the judgments 
which he himfclf pafies, they arc jjtc^ ocabJe, and, to 
ha\’c them put in execution, he need only fend them 
to his foveragn courts or viceroys, %\ ho dare not m 
leafl delay regiltenng and publiffiing them 
'NVhch, on the other hand, the fentcnces, pronounced 
b) their parliaments or other rtiagiftntcs, are no 
Wj) s ob) gatory till rppros cd and confirmed by the 
emperorj / 

N . Joui 4 /\ , ano'hcr inftance of his fupreme autho 
that he has the Itbertj of making choice 
'>of ht^ueXfibr, tthichhemayrot onij chute from 
An«l>,but from aroongft h-s o'hr- fubj-fis 
iCus anacht nght hath hcre^ofijre put m 

wth fo muvh impartalirv and v-ifdom, as 
\ ouli 
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would be admirable even m^a prince who to his other 
titles hath that of*MoftQm(ti.'jn. Forlbmeof^tiefc 
emperors, finding none of thdr famil/f tho* numc- 
Tovis, able to fupport the weight of a crown, ‘chufc 
for their fuccefibrs perfons mean as to their birth and 
fortunes, but eminent for their \rirtue, and admirable 
for their undcrftmdmg 5 laying that they afled ‘ihus 
not only from a deftre of gdpms good, but 

alfo out of rclpcA to the honour and of their 
own children^ for whom it would be more glorious 
to live pnvatcly, than to fit upon a throne expofed 
to the cenfure, and oftentimes to the curfes of all 
their people, Jf^ faid they, a lofty title cotild 
went in thofe •o.ho bad it not before^ tc # Jhould indeed 
injure eur children in excluding them from the creavn •• 
hut fmec it jermes only to fuhhfh and fpread thdr 
defeSls more abroad^ think ourftlves ohUgedy h) 
the ktndnefs and tendemefs which we bear to them, to 
keep them from that Jbame and difgrace which a efew^ 
would rtecejfarily expofe them to 

However, examples of this nature have been very 
feldom known, for the emperors, for mapy ages, 
have bounded their choice within the compafs of 
their own families , yet they do not always chufc the 
eldeft He, who now ragns with fo much wifdom, 
was a younger brother , and lees his elder brother as 
dutiful, and free from ambition as the meaneft of ^ 
his fubjeits The great nudvber of princes 
blood IS with us in Europe 'as great an occafion of 
fears and jealoufiesf- but m China it is quite other- 
wife, for, at the Seath of tfce Jaft emperor of Chii]pt 
there were above ten thoufand prmces u\ a/id down 
the feveral provinces, yet was there no canlufio^o*" 
diforder m the Icafi , which could certainl^jn^tK^ 
from nothing but the excefilve auriionty ^ ribs 
peror, who finds as httle trouble m Chin^in 
ing a multitude of pnnccs, as other j^inces dobn a 
governing the common people, 

' Further-'^ 
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FuI^h?^nore, the emperor, after he has made 
cJibice of, a^d publickly ov/ned who fhall be his 
fucceflbr, may after^^'ards exclude him, and renew 
his chofce , but not unlefs he have very good reafon 
for doing fo, nor unlefs the fovereign courts of Pe 
kin do in a manner give their confent to it , for if 
he adt thus, without obfervme thefe methods, it 
would not ct, {y^Vaii? the people’s tongues, but per 
haps their hands againft him 

Fifthly, the grave itfclf cannot puJ an end to his 
power over his lubjedts, which is exercifed even o\ er 
the dead, whom he either difgraces or honours (as 
much as if they were ali\ e) when he hath a mind 
either to reward or punilh themfelves or their fami- 
lies He makes fome after their deceafe dukc'^, 
»others coufits, and confers upon them fevcral 
other titles, whic^i our language knows no name for 
He may canonize them as faints, or, as they {peak, 
may make them naked {pints Sometimes he builds 
them temples, and if their miniftry hath been very 
beneficial, or their virtues very eminent, he com 
minds the people to honour them as gods Paga 
mfm hath for many ages authonled and countenan 
ced this abufe of rebgton , yet this reparation religi 
on has from tho empire of China for the fo-cmen 
tioned injury, “that, ever fince the foundation of this 
empire, the emperor has been always looked upon 
as t^e chief pnw and j^niicipal {ervant of religion , 
tbr tliere are fome ceremonies, and publick {acnfices, 
which he alone is thought worthy ^o offer up to the 
great Crmtor of hca^nt» 

^Sixthl j, ^dhere is another inflancc, which, tho* of 
Iqfs'rfnpc^nce than the preceding, )ct may ferae as 
■Velmas ^em to fhevr how unhmi 4 d the authonty 
of tbssfentowot ai U is ttas, dvt, tmpesot hath 
poccj' to Aiange t,hc figure and chandler of their 
letjfe, to atolilh any charafiers already received, 
form any new one He may hkcwifc change 
! ** S the 
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the names of provinces, of cities, of families: Jic 
may likewife forbid the ufing of*«ny,cxpreflion (Jr 
manner of fpeaking, he may forbid the ufe of fomc 
expreflions which arc generally received, a/id rfiay 
bring into ufe and praftice thofe ways of (peaking 
♦\vhich have been looked upon as obfolete and un- 
couth, and this either in common difeourfe or m 


writing. So that cuftom wliich*" exfrcfjcs fo unalter- 
able an authority over the fignification\)f words, 
that the Greek, and Roman powers were top little to 
fubdue it, and which for that reafon hath by fome 
been called a fantaftical and an unjuft tyrant, equally 
commanding both princes and common people •, this 
cuftom, I lay, of which even in Europe we com- 
plain fo much, is fubmifltvc and humble in China, 
and is content to alter and give way when the em* 
peror commands. , 

One would imagine that this unlimited power 
fhould often occafion very unfortunate event? in 
the government, and inde^ it fometimes hath, as 
nothing in this world is without its alloy of incon- 
venience. Yet fo many are the provilions,, and fo 
wife the precautions which the laws have preferibed 
to prevent them, that a prince muft be wholly infen- 
fible of his own reputation, and even intereft, as 
well as of the publick good, who cofltinues Ibtig in 
— the abufe of his authority. 

For, if he hath any regard, for his reputation, thsij. 
are three things which wilFprevail with him to go- 
vern by juftice apjS not pafilon. Firft, the old law- 
givers have from the firft feuqdatlon of the govepi- 
ment made this a ftanding maxim, th^ kings are 
properly the fathers of their people, andMtmiS^J^ 
pilnaaf irr tde cllrone oniy to de i&veu’/iy 
"Wherefore it is that in all ages thtir emp^rls called 
Grand-father, and, of all his titles of honouTj't^*"® 
IS none which he likes to be called by (b well as thSif • 

Thi* 
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This idea of their ^nce is fo deeply imp-iiited n 
fhe minds of his people, and of his Mardaniies, 
that, when they make any panegyncl^ m the praife of 
th“ir oniperor, it is upon the topick of hi^ affedlion 
to his p^ple Their teachers and their philofophers 
conftantly fet forth m their books, that the ftate is 
but a large family, atr' that he, who knows how to 
govern the c^e, n the beft capable of ruling the 
other , fo "fKat, if the pnnce neglefls never fo little 
the pradtice of this maxim, he may be a good war-> 
noi*, an able politician, a learned prince, and yet 
meet with little or no efteem from his people They 
do not form their charadter of their pnnce from thefe 
or fuch like qualities, his reputation mcreafes or dtmi 
ntfhes with them, m proportion, as he js or is not a 
father to them 

Secondly, ever) Mandarine may tell the emperor 
of his faults, provided it bem fuch a fubmifllv e man 
ner, as is agreeable to that veneration and profound 
refpedt which is due to him, the manner they ufually 
take to bring it about is this The Mandarine, who 
perccu es any thing in the emperor's management 
difagreeablc to their conftitution or laws, draws up a 
rcqueft, m which, after having fet forth the refpeft, 
which he bears towards his impenal majefty, he nioft 
hurrhiy pray*’ his pnnce that he will pleafe to refleft 
upon the ancient laws and good example of thofe 
holy princes his prcucce/Tors afterwards he takes 
nobc* wherein he apprehends, that his pnnce hath 
deviated from them i 

This requeft lies upop a tabl^among many other 
jikdtioni which arcMiail) prefented, and which the 
emperoc u> obliged to read if he docs not hereupon 
Lrtange conduft, he is pat in muid of it again, as 
oft^ /S dtie Mandanne hath zeal and courage to do 
ii, for thl>y had need of a great deal of both who 
venture thus to expofe themfcl% cs to thor prince’s 
indigcation 

S 2 A litti* 
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A little before I arrived at Pekin, one who hiH 
-an office in that court, which is appointed for th'’ iifr- 
fpedion into the maAematicks, had tne courage to 
advife the emperor m the aforefaid manner,^**once n 
ing the education of the pnnce his fon, fetthig forth, 
tliat, inftead of breeding him up to learning and know 
ledge, his tutors made it their whole care and endeii 
vour to make him expert m thSbufineC^ of war, to 
fhoot with the bow, nnd to manage his arms Ano 
ther let the qpiperor know, that he went too often 
from his palace and, that contraiy to the cuftom‘s of 
the ancient kings, he made too long ftays m Tar 
tary This pnnce, who was one of the moft haught) » 
as well as the moft politick governors that ever fat 
in the throne, Teemed to pay fome deference and 
relpedl: to their adiicc Ncverthele/s, fihce the/e hiis* 
journies into Tartary contnbuted much to the pre 
ferving his health, the pnnees of fiis houffiold beg 
ged of him to regard that more than the idle whrm 
lies of particular men 

As for the mathematician who had troubled him 
felf with what did not belong to him, the education 
of the pnnce, he Wns turned out of his office, and 
the reft of his fellow officers, tho’ they had no hand 
in the bufinefs, were depnved of n year*s falary 
This method hath been pwtfliftd for h long tMic In 
Chim, and their hirtoncs taf c notice, that no means 
has been found fo powerful a.^ ^his to oblige their cm ' 
perors, when th"y aft nmifs, \o return to their dut)? 
nltho* this mcan^ ^>rovcs often dangerous to thoft 
particular perfons who make u(l of it t ^ 

Thirdlj, jf thar pnnccs ha^any regird lor thtir 

reputation, the manner, m which thetr hiftoocyarp 
^vw/v, 

A certain number of men, wher for thrfr iSniing 
and impartulit) arc purpofely chofen for this affiair, 
TCniark, with all the exaftnefs poffibic, notonl^ll . 
their pnnec’s aftions, but alfo nis words i c.ch f f 

thcfc-’’" 
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thefe perfons by himfdf* and without commumca 
tiop with the others, as things fall out, fets then 
down m a lo^fe paper, and puts thefe papers thro’ a 
chink into an office fet apart for this purpofe In thefe 
papers &oth the emperor’s virtues and faults arc fet 
down with the fame liberty and impartiality Such a 
fay they, the pi mcds behavtotir vjas iinfeafonable 
and nitemperate, be fpaleaftera manner Kvhicb dtdnot 
become hts d^nity The ptaujhment -j.hch hetnjit£led on 
fuch an officer v,as rather the effeH of ht^ pafflon, than 
the Kef lit of his jufftce In fuch an affau I e flopp'd tl e 
fu.crd ef jufliccy and partially abrogated the fentence 
paffed by the magiflrates Orelfe, He enter'd courage 
oufly into a uar for tie defence of his people^ ard foi 
the rnainttnai ce of the honour of hts kingdom At fuch 
a time he made an honourable peace He gave fuch and 
'fuch marks of hu k e to Its people Not^jithflandug 
the eommendettons g ven hit t by hts flatlerersy be %^as 
not fluffed upt but behaved I nifelf m deflly^ his words 
were tempered with all tie faeetnfs and humility pof 
fibUf which made Im more loved and admired b^ bis 
court than rur And m this manner they fet down 
c\ ery '■hing that occurs m his adminiftration 

But that neither fear on the one Hde, nor hope 
on the other, may byafs thefe men to a partialit) in 
the account they givcipf thir pnnee, this office is 
ne\ cr opened during that pnncc’s hfw or while an) 
of his famil) dt n the throne ^\’Sen the crown 
go'^ in another h le, wh‘ch often happens, all thefe 
memoirs srfe gathered together, and, after thej 
have comjyvfM thtm, to com^ *0 the more certain 
’ nowledg>. of the tjuth, they from them compofc 
the htdory of that emperor, to propofc him as an 
to podent), if he hate n<flcd wifcl), or to 
expofe him to the common cenfure and odium of 
the people, if he hive been iicgfgent of fiis own 
du.*> and his people’s good \\hcn a prmcc lotes 
Jbnourand glorj, and lees that it is no* in the power 
S3 of 
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of flattery' and impofturc to ^rfuade the people to 
give it him, he will then be clrcumfpcft and cautious 
how he behaves himfelf during the<wh6le reign. 

intereft, v/hich has a flir greater comrn^nd over 
fome tempers than the love of reputation, Is.as grt^t 
a motive to the emperor to be guided by the ancient 
cuftoms, and to adhere to the laws. They are fo 
wholly made for his advantage; 'that he cannot vio- 
late them without doing fome prcjudicc'to his own 
authority j nor^can he make new and unufiial Jaws, 
without expofing his kingdom to the danger of 
change and confufion. Not that the grandees of his 
court, or his parKaments, how zealoufly foeverthe)' 
may feem to aflert their ancient cuftoms, are eafliy 
provoked to a revolt, or to make ufe of their prince’s 
government, as an occafion to diminiJh his authority^ 
Altho’ there arc fome examples oC this in hiftorjr, 
yet they feldom occur, and, whenever they do, it is 
under fuch draimftances as Jeem to go a great way 
towards their jufliiication. 

But fuch is the temper of the Chjnefe, ' that when 
fheir emperor is full of violence and pafllon, or very 
negligent of his charge, the lame fpirit of pen'eife- 
nets poflefics alfo his fubjefls. Every Mandarine 
ihinks himfelf the fbvereign of his province or city, 
when he does'not perceive it^cifccn care of by a .^jpe- 
. rior power, ^"he chief minlfters fell places to thofe 
who are unfit to' fill them. The viceroys become fo 
many lltfle tyrants. Th^^overjiors obferve* no 
more the rules of juflice. The people by. thefe mea 
opprelled and trampled un.d^ foot, ahcl by confe- 
quence miferabJe, are eafily ftirred up to feditioft. 
Rogues multiply and commit infolences in pomp^ 
•eifs,*, 'mjkhii'U'vuuittry, 

innumerable, numerous armies da. in an inllant^et 
together, who wait for nothing but an opportunity, 
under Ipecious pretences, todiflurbthe publick p&jjo 
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thofs things which come tinker the notice of that 
court i the rcfl arc under offices, and conffftof4 
preffdent and fcvcnl counfcllors, all Of which arc 
fubjc<5t to the prefident of the principal o/Hct, from 
v/hom there is no appeal. 

But becaufc it is the empcror*s intcreff to keep fuch 
conddcrablc l)odics as thefe fo far under, as that -it 
may not lie in thdr power to Weaken the emperor’s 
authority, or to enterprifc any thing dgalnft the 
ftatc 5 care is taken, that tho* each of thefe fix courts 
ha\'e their partiailar charges of which they arc ^on* 
ftituted foie judges, yet no confidcrablc thing can be 
brought to perf^on and maturlt)* without the joint 
help and mutual concurrence of all thefe courts. I 
explain myfclf hy the inffance of war: the number 
of the troops, the quality of their officers, the march 
of their armies, are provided for by the fourth court, 
but the money to pay them muft be had from the 

fccond; fo that fcarcc any one thing of eonfequence 
to the ftate can be promoted without the infpeftion 
of many, and oftentimes of all the Mandarines. 

The fccond means ufed by the emperor. For this 
purpofe, is to place an officer in each of thefe courts, 
v/ho has an eye to all their proceedings. He is not, 
it’s true, of the council, yet he is prefent at all their 
aflcmbltes, and informed ofHII their proceedings.*, .we 
, may call this officer an Infpcilor. He either prrvately 
advertifes th^c/rciV,’ or'eJrL onenly accufes the Man- 
darines of the faults which tVldy corimit in their pri- 
vate capacities, as w<rll as of thofe ■vv^.^h they coirl- 
mit in the execution of thgir office. Ifije Sbferves 
their actions, their bclmnour, even thdr words', 
fo that nothing efcapes his notice. I am told^ 
be, who once undertakes this employ, can never 
it for any other, that fo the hopes cf a better prefer- 
ment may never tempt lum to be partial to any one, 
nor the fear of lofing lus place frighten him from 
accufing thofe who misbehave thcrofelves, Q£> the jfe 

officer^ 
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officers, whom they ctll Coirs, even the princes of the 
Hood ftand m a\\e, and I remember that one of the 
greuteftojf t^e ncbihty, having built a houfe fomewhat 
higher jhan the cuftom of China fuffers, did of him- 
ftlf puli It aown m a few days, when he had heard 
that one of thefe infpedkors talked of accufing him 
^ As for the provinces, they arc under the immediate 
mfpedlion of two ibrts of viceroys One fort has 
the government of one province only Thus there 
IS one viceroy at Pekm, at Canton, or at Nankim, 
or ih any other tow n but a httle diftant from the chief 
city of the province Befides this, thefe provinces 
are under the governmnt of other viceroys, who are 
called Tfounto, and have under their junfdiftion 
two, or three, nay fometimes four provinces 1 here 
IS no pnnee m Europe whofe dominions are of fo 
large extent as u thejunfdiilio*' of thefe general offi 
cers , yet, how great foever thciV authonty may feenv 
to be, they do in no wife dimmiih that of the parti- 
cular viceroys , and each of thefe two viceroys have 
their particular nght ib well fettled and adjufted, 
that they never cTafh or contend with each other m 
their adminiftrations 

Thefe have all of them m their fevcnl lordlhips 
many courts, of the fame nature with thofe at Pekin 
already defenbed, but are fubordinate to them, fo 
that ^om thefe they appeal to them *'mere are befides 
thefe fevcral other nife* the preparing 

bufnefs, or ^finifti.^g itaccoiding to the extent of 
their comn^'^lKins There arc three forts of towns, 
each df v^iich have their particular governor, and 
■*a great number of Mandarines who adminifter jufticej 
?r-.ongft which cities there is this difference, that 
tho^ of the third fort or rank are fubordinate to thofe 
of thefecond,. ''S thofe of the fecond are to them of 
the firft, thefe of the firft rank are fubjedt to the ju 
^fdaftion of the general officers of the capital cities, 
accr-ding as the nature pf things requires, and all 
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the judges, be their quality w^iat it will in the civil 
government, have their dependence on the viccro/> 
in whom refidcs the imperial authority. V life, from 
time to time, convenes the principal Mpdarines of 
his province, to take cogntfance of the good or bad 
qualities of the governors, lieutenariS, and even 
inferior officers : he lends private difpatches to court 
to inform the emperor who nhsbehave themfrlves, 
who are either therefore deprived of their fcfnces, or 
clfe cited to appear and offer what they have to fay 
in their juftification. , ‘ ‘ 

On the other hand, the viceroy’s power is counter- 
poifed by that of the great Mandarines, who are 
about him, and who may acrafe him when they are 
fatisfied that it is ncceffrry for the publick good. 
But that which principally keeps him upon his guard 
is, that the people, when evil intreated or oppreffed 
by him, may petition the emperor in perfon for his 
removal, and that another may be ordered them. 
The Icaft mfurrcdlton or dlftnrbance is laid at his 
door, which, if it continues three days, he muff an- 
fwer for at his peril. It is his fault, fay the_ laws, if 
dlfturbances fpring up in his family, that is, m the 
province over which he has the charge. He ought 
to regulate the eonduil of the Mandarines under him, 
that lb the people may not fufFcr by their ill mansge- 
ment. WhenJ^dple like their mafters, they do not 
defire to chari^-riihfc'm v'hcn the yoke is cafy, 

it isa pleafure to bear it. ^ 

But bccaufr private perfons cannoH^fily come rtt 
the court, and becaufe the, juft compfenK^of his 
people cannot always reach th^ears of their*prince, 
(efpccially in China where the governors c^fily 
nipt with bribes the genera! officers, and they the uP- 
premc courts ;) the enmeror difperfes up and down 
l^rct fp'es, pcrfbns of kno^vn wfHom and reputa- 
tion } thelc in every province, fay their cunning 
nagementj inform thcmfeivcs from the countrygiWj 
tiadefmen ^ 
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tndermen, ^ others? after what manner the Man- 
^rmes behhve themfelves in the execution of their 
offices (y^emfrom their private, but certain infor- 
nvtionf,' oil rather vhen by the publicL voice, which 
feldom impVes on us, they are acquainted with any 
diforder, th^ they publickly own their commif- 
Con from the\mperor , they take up thofe crimi- 
nal Mandarines, antr'manige the caufcagainft them 
This heretofore kept all the judges to their duty , 
but, fince the Tartars have bwn nnftcrs of China, 
Tthrie officers have been laid afide , inafmuch as 
fome of them abuied their commiffion, ennehng 
themfeh cs by taking money of the guilty to con- 
ceal their faults, and of the innocent, avhom they 
threatened to accufe as cnrmnal Neverthclefs, that 
fo ufeful a means of keeping the magiftrates to their 
duty may not be wholly loft, the emperor himfelf, 
who has a tender love for his fubjeds, hath thought 
It, his duty to vifit in perfon each province, and to 
hear himfelf the complaints of his people , which 
he performs avith fuch a diligence as makes him the 
terror of his Mandarines, and the delght of hiS 
, people Amongft the great van-ty of accidents 
which have happened to him dunng thofe his pro- 
grefles, they report, that, being once feparated from 
hi£.attendaiUs, he law*hn old man weeping bitterly, 
of whom he inquired, what was thqoccafion of his 
tears Sir, faid the ffld »iT.fn, w«u^^ not know to 
wTiQm he fpoko, I liad but one fon, who was the 
comfort of ip/life, and on whom lay the whole care 
of my*faiaAly, a Man^nne of Tartary has deprived 
•me of him, which hath made me helplefs at prefent, 
5,::^ Will make me fo as long ns I live , for how can I, 
j^ho* am fo poor and fncndlefs, oblige fo great a man 
as he, to make me reftrtution ? That’s not fo difficult 
as you imagine, faid the emperor , get up behind me, 
and dircift me to lus houfc, who has done you this 
The ^ood man complied tvithout any cere- 
jnony, 
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mony, and in two hours tlm« they both got to the 
Mandarine’s houfe, who little expedled'. ^o extraor* 
dinary a vlfit. In the interim the guards/ arid a great 
company of lords, after a great deal of ftar^h.made, 
came thither \ (bme of which attend^ without, 
others entered with the emperor, not hriowing what 
the bufinefs was which brought him ^!here. Where 
the emperor, ha\ang convi6ted'ti,e IV^andarine of the 
violence of which 'he was accufed, condemn’d him 
on the fpot to death ; afterwards turning round to the 
afflidted fether who had loft his fon : To make you 
a good recompence for your lols, fays he, after a 
grave and ferious manner, I give you the office of 
the criminal who is juft now dead ; but take care to 
execute it with equity, and let his punilhment, as well 
as his crime, prove for your advantage,, for fear left 
you in your turn arc m^e an example to others. ^ 
They have ftill a farther means to oblige the vice- 
roys, and other governors, to a ftrift care of their 
charge, which expedient I do not believe any go- 
vernment or kingdom, tho* never fo fevere, did 
ever yet make uft of. It is this, every governor 
is obliged from time to rime, with all humility and 
fincerity, to own and acknowledge the fecrct or pub- 
lick faults committed by himfcif in his adminiftra- 
tion, and to fend the account in writing^up to court. 
This is a more Iroublefomc bufinefs to comply .wiTh, 
than one readily one fide it is an iin, 
cafy thing to ^ufe ouHelvcs^f ihofe things which 
we know wll be pumftied by the^^emperor, tho* 
mildly. On the oriicr fide, it is morc'S",nge.'Ous to 
dificmble them ; for, if by chanc* they are accufed of 
them in the infneiftor’sadvcrtircment, the Icaft fiuk, 
which thcManaarinc ftull have concealed, will be bTg 
enough to turn him out of his mlniftn*. So that the 
^ft way is to make a finccrc cohfcffion of one’s 
to purchafea pardon for them by money, 
which in Cliina has the vertue of blotting out aJ. 

I 
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crimes, wht<^ remed/ notwxthftaiiding is no fmall 
jfinifhmer^t^tor a Chinefc , the fear of fuch a punifh- 
inent makes/him oftentimes exceeding circumfpeft 
and careful, land fometunes even virtuous againft his 
own inchnatiMS 

After thefeWovifions, which the laws make, as I 
Inve faid, they ^ive ^e following direftions how to 
proceed m the bufinets of punifhing cnminais There 
js no need 'of having a warrant to carry them before 
^ the magiftrate, nor that the magiftrafce fhould lit m a 
’'Soutt ofjuftice to hear the accufation and plea of die 
cnminal Such formalities as thefe are not infilled on 
there Wharever the magiftrate fees a fault, there 
he has power to punilh it on the Ipot, be it m the 
ftreet, in the highway, or in a pnvate houfe, it is all 
• one , he may take up a gamefter, a rook, or a debau 
chce, and without more formalities he orders feme 
of his attendants to give him twenty or thirty ftnpes • 
after which, as tho’ nothing extraordinary had hap- 
pened, he goes on his journey without any concern- 
ment Notwithftanding this pujulhment, the pcrlbn 
damaged may accufe the lame criminal again in a lu- 
^pOTor court, where he is tned, the refult of which is 
ufually a farther punilhment 

Farther, the plaintiff may m common cafes bring 
hifc* ailion it> any higKbr magillrate’s court, even 
before it has been pleaded in an infenoiicourt I mean, 
an inhabitant of a tovm of the fuf ''t-nk may forth 
with apply himfelf to the governor of the capital 
City ot the province, or even *0 the viceroy, with 
out having it examined before tffe governor of his 
"own town , and, i^hcn it once comes before a fupe 
judge, the infenor ones may not take cognifatice 
of It, unlefs it be deputed to them by thofe fupenor 
judges, as it often is When the caufe is of great 
confeaucnce, there lies an app^ from the viceroy to 
one of the fupreme courts at Pekin, according to the 
of the afi^, where the cauft is examined m 
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one of the under ofHccs, wlfo make ^dr report W 
the prefident of the iupreme office, gives it’i* 
tence after he has advifM with Hs affiftants, aa^ 
communicated his opnion to the Colaor, who carry 
it to the emperor. Sometimes the c^lpcror dcfircs 
better information, fometimes give4,.'entcnce on the 
fpot, and in his name the /uprecle court makes-a 
brief of the fcntcncc, and f^Js it to the viceroys 
for them to put it in ciecution, A fer/tence pro- 
nounced in this-’manner is irrevocable, they call it the ^ 
Holy Commandment; that is to (ay, the command* 
jnent, which is without defeat or partiality. 

You \vill think it doubtleis an inconceivable thing* 
that a prince fhould have time to examine himfelf the 
affiurs of fo vaft an empire as is th.at of China. But t 
befides that wars and foreign negotiations never Ipend 
his time, which in Europe is aJmoft the foie bunnefs 
of the councils; befides this, I lay, their affairs are 
fo well digefted and ordered, that he can with half 
ttn eye fee to which party he ought to incline in his 
Jaitence, and this becaulc their laws are fb plain, that, 
they leave no room for intricacy or difpute. So 
that two hours a day is time enough for that prinCe. 
to govern himfelf an empre of that extent, that 
were there other laws, might find employment for 
thirty kings; fo true it is, that the laws of China, 
are wife, plain/wcllundcrftood, and exadtly adequate 
to the particu^''^eiuus and temper of that nation. ‘ 

To give your eminence a general notion of itfiis, 

I fhall think it fufficiect to remark to ^'.i^thtee thingi^* 
which are exceeding conducive to the piiblick peace, 
and are as it were the very fourof the govetnment. 
The firlt is the moral principles which are inftilicd 
into the people. The fecond is the political rules’ 
which are fet up in every thing. The third is the 
maxims of good policy which are, or ought to be 
^cry where obferved. 
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The firft *"(01:11 principle rdpefts private families, 
ai?d injomS^«\hildren fuch a love, obedience, and 
refpeft for tWeir parents, that neither the feventy of 
thrfr tr^tmrat, the impertinency of their old age, 
nor the meanpefs of their rank, ■when the children 
have met witlf^preferment, cm ever efface One 
cSn’t imagine to tfrhay^degrce of perfeiflion this firld 
principle of nature is improved There is no fub- 
mifllon, no point of ob^icnce which the parents 
Mn’t command, or which the children can refiife. 
Thefe children are obliged to comfort them when 
alive, and continually to bewail them when dead. 
They proftrate thcmfclvesa thouGind times before 
their dead bodies, offer them provifions, as tho* 
they were yet alive, to (igiufy that all their goods 
•belong to them, and that from the bottom of their 
hearts they ivim them 111 a capacity to enjoy them. 
They bury them with a pomp and cxpence which to 
usT would feem extravagant, they pay conftantly at 
their tombs a tribute of tears, which ceremonies 
they often perform even to their pifturcs, which they 
l^ep in their houfes with all imaginable care, which 
'^cy honour with offerings, ana with as due a re- 
fpcdl as they would thar parents, were they yet alive. 
Their kings themfelve^are not excufed this piece of 
diTty, and Ae prefent emperor has been obfervant 
of It* not only to his predecef^brs of his own fami- 
ly., but even to thoft»who were not For one day, 
whin m hunthid he perceived afar off the magnifi- 
cent monument which his father had erefted for 
.Teoumtehin, the Chmele emperor, who loft his 
life arid crown in a rebellion, he nin to the place, 
■^ffnd.fell on his knees before the tomb, and even 
^ ’wept, and in a great concern for his misfortune* O 
ptnee f fays h<^ O emperff> worthy of a belter fate ' 
know toat your deftruStion is no ways owing to us , 
^our death lies not at our door, your fiihjeSis brought it 
It was them that betrayed you It is upon 
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tbcvjf and not on my ancejlorf^ that If(avm jnujlfeni 
down vengeance for tbitatl. A^te^wara^>^he ordefcd 
fl-imbeaux to be Jit, and incenfe to bC oAnred. During 
all which time he fixed his countenance oh the-ground) ' 
and arofe not till all thefe ceremonies %yerc over. 

The ordinary term of mournings three years, 
during which time the mounter cai?exerdfe no pub- 
lick office j fo that a Mandahne is obliged to for- 
lake his employ, and a* minifter of ftatff his office, 
to fpend all that time in grief. If a father be ho- ^ 
noured after his death as a god, to be fure he Is 
obeyed in his family like a prince, over whom he ex- 
crciies a defpotick power *, as abfolute mafter not only 
of his eftate, which he dlftributes to whom he pleafes, 
but alfo of his concubines and children, of whom 
he difpofes with that liberty and power, 'that he m^ ‘ 
fell them to ftrangers when their behaviour difpleales 
him. If a father accufe his fon of any crime be- 
fore a Mandarine, there needs no proof of it i it's fup- 
pofed to be true, that the fori Is in the fault if the 
father be difpleafed. This paternal power is of that 
extent, that there is no father, but may take his fun*s 
life away, if he will ftick to his acculation. ‘^hen * 
we feemed amazed at this procedure, we were an- 
fwered : Who underftands the merit of the fon better 
than the father, who has br6ught him ep, educaced 
Km, and fuch a long rime obferved all Ks afiions ? 
And again, can any perlbn have a greater love, or 
a more fincere affefh’on for liim L If therefore Ac 
who knows the cafe exactly, and lov^4iim tepderlyi 
condemns him, how can we pronounce him ^Utlefs^ 
and innocent ? And when we obj^dbed, that forfie per- 
fons have an inbred dillike of others, and that 
t’ners who were men, as well as fathers, were czpa- 
ble of fuch antipathies againft force of theu" chil- 
drert they anfwered, that men were not more un- 
natural than favage beafts, the cruelleft of wKch'he-^ 
ver deftroyed thrir young ones for a frolick 

fuppofing ^ 
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filppofing there be fuch monftejs among men, their 
fhildren, nD f their modefty »d fvveetnefs of temper, 
tnuft tame nrid foften them / But after all, fay they, 
the loVe their chtldren«s fo deeply impnnted in 
the hearts parents, tint antipathy, or diflike, 
unlels provoK?^ and inflamed by the unduhful flub 
tornnels and dVardeT;Jy behaviour of their children, 
_caii*e-:^erare 

If itfhould happen that a fon (hould be fo mlblent 
as to mock his parents, or amve to that height of fury 
’and madnefs as to lay violent hands On them , it is 
the whole empire’s concern, and the province where 
tills horrible violence is committed is alarmedi The 
fem"{?eror hlmfelf judges the criminal All the Man 
dannes near the place ate turned out, cfpectall^ tlio/iJ 
of that to%vn, who have been fo negligei *■ m th-ir 
mftruftions The neighbours are all reprimanded 
for negiedting, by former pumlhments, to flop thi 
imquity of this criminal before it came to this height » 
for they fuppofe that fuch a diabolical temper as th * 
muft needs have fliewcd itfelf on other occafioris, 
^c^it 13 hardly poflible to attain to fuch a pitch of 
*imquity at once As for the criminal there is 1 o 
punifhmcnt tVhich they thuik too fevere * They Cut 
him into a thoufand pieces, bum him, deftroy hi> 
heufe to tlie ground, ?nd even thofe houfes which 
ftand near it, and fet up monuments and memorials 
of this fo horrible aa^nfolence 

£% en the errperore themfelveS can c rejeifl the ati 
^hont> of their parents, withoat/unnmg the rifque of 
, fuffermg for it , and Viftory tells us a ftor) whi h 
will always make the aBeition which the Chiticfe 
to this duty appear admirable One of the 
'emperors had a mother who managed a pnvate m 
tngue with onc^f the lords of the court , the notice, 
w.biidxw-as.^u 3 JjckLv taken of obl^ed. tJjjt e.w. 
^peror to Ihew his refentment of ir, both for hiSoi\n 
iiB. ‘iJur and that of the empire | fo that he bdniflicd 
her into a far diflant province , and bccaufe he knetv 



£74 Of Policy and Government 
that this adb‘on would not be ‘very acceptable to hiS 
princes and Mandarine^s, he forbad them all* undV 
pain of death, giving htn advice thcrein.\Thcy were 
all filcnt for feme time,\ hoping that of^ hirniclf .he 
avould condemn his owmf onduft in that affair j but, 
feeing that he did not, they refolvcd J;o appear in it* 
rather than fuffer fo pemidou^a precedent. 

The firft,who had the coura^ to put up a 
to the emperor in this matter, was put to dc^tth on the 
fpot. His death put not a flop to the Mandarines 
proceedings i for a day or two after another 
his appearance, and, to /bewail the world that he was 
willing to facrificc his life for the publick, he ordered 
his hearfe to ffand at the palace gate. The emperor 
minded not this generous adion, but was the rather 
more provoked at it. He not only fentcnced hint ‘ 
to death; but, to terrify all others from fo)Io^villg his 
example, he ordered him to be put to the torture. 
One would not think it prudence to hold out longer. 
The Chinefe were of another mind, for they re/blved 
to fall one after another rather than bafely to pals 
over in filcnce fo bafean adion. ^ 

There was therefore a third who devoted himfelfj^ 
he, like the fecond, ordered his coffin to be fet at 
the palace gate, and protefted to the emperor that 
he was not able any longer tb fee him ftill guilty -of 
his crime. JVhat Jhall ive lofe by our deaths fajts he, 
nothing hut the fight of a prince^ upon whom zve can't 
look viithmt amazement and horror,. Since ^ou vnli 
not hear us, zue zi/tll je and feek out }ours and thi 
emprefs your mother^s anceforf, 'They zeill hear our ^ 
complaints, and perhaps mtbe deftk andflencCof the 
night )ou will hear ours and their ghofis reproach yotr 
With your injufitce. ' - 

The emperor being more enraged than ever at this 
infolence, as he called it, of his fubjedts, inflidled 
on this lalt the fevereft torments he could devife-^ 
Many others, encouraged by thefe examples, 

, themfelves ^ 

V 
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ikemfelves to torment, and die. in ef^edt die the 
if^tyrs of filial duty, whichithey ftood up for with 
the lafl: drop'of their blood.? At laft this heroick 
coirftandy wearied out the jmperor’s cruelty j and 
whether he Was afnud oymore dangerous confe- 
quences, or was himfelf t^vlnced of his own fault i 
ht repented, as he waj^e father of his people, that 
^3ii*fi3>unworthlly put to death his children i and 
pa fon of^e emprefsjhe was troubled that he had fo 
.lon^mifufed his mother. He recallffll her therefore, 
reftored her to her former dignity, and after that, the 
more he honoured her, the more was he himfelf 
honoured of his fubjedts. 

The fecOnd moral principle, which obtains among 
'them, is to honour their Mandarines as they would 
^he emperor himfdfj who/e pcifon the ^^andarmes 
reprefent. I'^o reihin this credit the Mandarine^ never 
bppear iq publick without a retmue, and face of gran* 
deilr that commands refpedl. They are always car- 
ried in a magnificent chair open , before them go all 
the officers of theli courts, and round them are car- 
rie^U the marks and badges of their dignity. The 
'fewplej wherever (hey come* open to the right and 
left to let them pafs thro*. When they adminifter 
juftice in their palaces, i^o body fpeaks to them but 
ontheir kne5S, be they of what quality they willj 
and liflee they can at any time command any perfons 
to ,be wlypped, no e^ie comes near them without 
trembling. ^ 

Heretofore, whenany Mandhrine took ajdurney* 
qjl the ^inhabitants pf <he towns thro* which he 
pafled rati in a crowd to meet him, and proffer their 
•'lePvrces, condudling him with all folemnity thro* 
>their territory J now v/hen he leaves his office which 
Jiehasadminiiler’d folhe&ris&dKon of all men, they 
give him fuch marks of honour, as would eilgagc 
the moft ftupid to the love of virtue and juftice. 
Vs^ciThe is ^ing his Icavfe in order to lay down 
T a h» , 
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lus office, almoft all the inhabitants go in the r.igK- 
v/ays, and place themlUves Ibmc here, (bme the^i 
for almoft fourteen dr fifteen miles together; io 
that every where in tltc road one fees tables hand-, 
fomcly painted, withV/attln table-cloths, covered 
with Css eet-meats, tea, aad other liquors. 

Every one almoft con.'^raiiis him to ftay, to /it 
dov/n and eat or drink Ibrncthing. When lie leaves 
one, another ftops him, and thus he fpends-ttil^whoi^ 
day among tfec applaufts and acclamations of his^ 
people; and, which is an odd thing, every one d^ 
fires to have fomethtng which comes from off him. 
Some take his boots, others his cap, fomc his great 
coat ; but they, who taJee any tiling, give him ano- 
ther of the fame fort, and, before he is quit of tlu\ 
multitude, it fometimes happens that he has hac^ 
thirty different pairs of boots on. , 

‘Then he hears himfelf called publick benefadlor, 
the prcfervei and father of his people. They .be- 
wail the lofs of him with wet eyes j and a Manda- 
rine muft be very infcnfible indeed, jfhe does notin 
his turn fhed a tear or two, when he fees fuc'iyten- 
der marks of affe«ftion : for the inhabitants ireV^i^ 
obliged to ftiew him this refpeft, and, when they 
do rot like the adminiftration of a governor, they 
fhew themfelves as indifferent at his. departure as 
they do af&<5Honate and /brry at the Jo/s of a gopd one. 

The extraordinary refpea which children^pay to . 
their parents, and people to <hel^ govemois, js* the 
greateft means of prelerving quietnefs In their fami- 
lies, and peace in*£heir towns , 1 am peifu.TUed that 
all the good order, in wfitcl>we fee Co mighty 
people, flows from thefe two fprings. ^ _y_ 

The third principle of morality eftablirtied kmosg' 
them is this, that it is very neccfl^iy that all peopk 
IhoiJd obferve’ towards each other the firiffeft rules 
of modefty and civility ; that they fhould behave « - 
themfelves fo obligingly and complaifantjy, that SH 
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afhons may have a mixture of fwcetnefs and 
courtefy m thyn This, jiy they, is that which 
^ makes t^he diftindlion betwcM man and beaft, or be- 
tween the Chmefe and otheJmcn , they pretend alfo 
that the difturbance of fev^^l kingdoms is owing to 
the rough and unpohOjiM temper of their fubjefls 
'For thofe tempers, wdich fly out into nidenefs and 
p^nronj 'patpetually embroiled in quarrels, which ufe 
neither refpeft nor complaifatice towards any, are 
•^tted to be incendiaries and diflurbers of the publick 
peace On the contrary, people who honour and 
refpc( 5 k each other, who can fuffer an injury, and 
dtflemble or ftifle it , who rehgioufly obferve that 
jdifFerence winch either quality, or merit have 
made , a people of this ^mp are naturally lovers of 
order, and wh^ they do amifs it is not without 
violence to their own inclinations 
The Qhmefe are fo far from neglefttng the pnftice 
of this waxini, that in leveral inftances they carry 
It on toy far No fort of men are cxcufed from it , 
tradesmen, fervants, nay, even countrymen have 
inys of cxprelTing kindncfs and ci\ ility to one 
'another, I have often been amazed to fee footmen 
take their leave of each other on their knees, and 
farmers in t^eir entertainments ufe more comph 
jjients.and ceremonies than we do at our publick 
treats Even the feamen, who from their manner 
of hving,-*and fropi tSfe air they breathe, naturally 
draw m roughnefs, do yet bear jo each other a Jove 
liW-vhat’of brothers, and pay that deference to one 
another,* that one weuld think them united by the 
bands of fnendftup 

“ , The ftate, which has always, in policy, accounted 
This. a&- moft. conducive to the quiet of the empire,, 
has appointed forms of falutation, of villting, of 
> making entertainments, and of wnting letters The 
ufiial w^y of falutation is to lay your hand crofs your 
breffll, and bow your head a Uttle Where you 
T 3 woxild 
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would dill {hew a greater refpeft, you muit jym ^ 
your hands together, tnd carry them almoft to thl- 
ground, bo.vmg your wnole body, * if you pafs by 
a perfon of eminent qAlity, or rccavc fuch an ohe 
into your houfe, you im^ bend one knee, and re* 
mam in that pofturc till lK,whom you thus falute 
takes you up, which he alw^s dqes immediafelv. 
But when a Mandarine appears in publick,,^v*WoJd 
be a cnminal f^icinefs to falute him m any fort of 
fafhion, unlefs you have occafion to fpcak to him j 
you muft ftep afidc a little, and holding your cyei 
on the ground, and your arms crofs your lides, day 
till he be gone rad you 

Altho’ very familiar acquaintance make vifits with- 
out any ceremony, yet for thofe friends, who arc not 
fo, cudom has prefenbed a let form of vifiting The 
vifitor fends his fervant before with a piece of red 
paper, on which is %vrotc his own name, and a great 
many marks of relpeft to the perfon he vdits, Ac- 
cording as his dignity or quality is When tws mef- 
fage IS received, the vintor comes in, andXneets 
with a reception anfwerable to his ment The 
\ ifited fometimcs days for the vifitor in the halJ^ 
without going out to meet him, or if he be of a 
much fuperior quality, witlyiut nfing from his feat , 
fc-netuncs he meets the vifitor at his door , ^fofbe 
times he goes out into the court yard, and 
fometimes even into the lh\et to bung^im «in 
When they come into view, they Both run and mabe 
alowboi;- They "lay but little, their complime^fs 
are m fo m, one knows wliat he mud fay, ^and ths 
other how he mud anfwer , they never beat the^ 
brains, like us, to find out new compliments ana firle 
phrafeg At every ga*e they make a halt where the*- 
Ceremome*- begin afrelh, and the bows are renewed to 
make each go fird , they ufe but two v/ays of (peak- 4 
ing on this occafion, which are Tfin , that iSj Pray 
pe pleafed to enter , and Poucan, It mud not-be 

Each 
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Eacn of them repeaEs he word four or five times, 
'^nd then the ftranger fufFers himfelf to be perfuaded, 
and goes on to*the next do^, where tlie fame thing 
bfgmsiinew y 

"When they come to the i^m where they are to flay, 
they ftand nearthedoor <^arow, and everv onebows 
almoft to the ground, wikn follow the ceremonies of 
kneel ng, and going on this or that fide to give the 
right hand, then the chairs are faluted (for they have 
their compliments paid them as well^s the men, they 
VulJ them to take all dull away, and bow m arefpciftive 
mannertothem) thenfollow the contentions about the 
firft place, yet all this makes no confufion Ufehas 
madeitnatural to theChinefe, they know before what 
themfelves,and what others are to do , every one days 
till the others ha vedonem their order whiMsexpcdled, 
«fo that there happens no confufion or diflurbance 
It muft be owned that this is a great piece of fatigue, 
ai^ af«r fo many motions and different pollures, in 
which mey fpend a quarter of an hour before they are 
to fi^own, It muft be own’d they have need enough 
The chairs arc fet fo that every body fits 
►^polite to one another , when you are fat, you muft 
fit ftraight, not lean back, your eyes muft lookdown- 
^va^d, your hands muft be ftretched on your knees, 
your feet even, not acrofs, with a grave and compofed 
‘'DehaViour, not be over forward to fpeak The 
ejunefe think that a^fit confifts not m mutual con 
verfe fTmuch as'^Jn'wtward compliment and cere 
fiv)ny,,and in China the vifitorijiay truly and pro 
^erly fay he comes to pay his refpefts, for oftentimes 
there are more honours paid tluin words fpoken 

A,miflionary did aver to me, that a Mandarine 
, made him a vifit, m which he fpoke never a word to 
* him T/us IS ahvays certain, that they never over 
heat themfelVes with difcourfing, for one may gene 
“lally fay of ^hem, that they are ftatues or figures 
f placei? m a theatre for ornament, they have fo little 
k of difcourft and fo much pf gravity Jh-ir 
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Their fpsech is mightily fubiw fll ve and humble,' you 
will never hear them fav, for example, I am obliged 4“ 
you for the favour you biae done me^ but thus, tbefa- 
vonr which my lord^ vob}^ tnJlruSlor has grpntedjo 

me, who am little in ht^yes, or who am bis difctple, 
has extremely obliged me. >. Again, they don’t lay, / 
make bold to yrefeiit you few curiofities of 

country ; but the fervofit takes the liberty to offer to his 
lord a few curiofities which came fropi hts.tnean and 
vile country. A^ain, not IVbatfoever comes from your 
kingdom or pi evince is well worked', h\st wbatfoBvev 
comes from the preciousktngdom, tbenoble province of the 
lord, IS extraordinary Jine, and exceeding well wrought. 
In like manner In all other cafes, they never fay lor 
j ou in the firft or feepnd peHbn ; but me your fervant, 
meyour dtfciple, meyoitrfubjelf. And inllead of fay- 
ing they fay, the doltor faid, Jhe lord did, the 
empercr appointed. It would be a great piece of 
clowmlhnefs to fay othcnvife, unlels to our iVvant?. 

1 During the vi fit the tea goes round two /ir three 
times, where you mull ulc q peremopy wli^ you 
take the dilh, when you carry it to ypur moufe or 
when you return it to the fervant When yrfu 
part it IS with the fime ceremonies with which you 
came in, and you conclude the comedy with the 
fame expcnce you begin it « Strangers .are very yn- 
couth at playing their parts herein, and mak^gtt?^ 
bk nders The reafonable part of the Chmefe fmilo 
at them and excufe them , oKlec^take at 

It, and defire them learn and praftifi, before th^ 
venture in public}:*, for this reafon they allow aS^ 
bifladors forty days to prepare t^or their audience of 
the emperor, and, for fear they Ihoulci mifs any cere*-; 
mony’, they fend them, dunng the time alldwed-, 
mifters of the ceremonies, who jeach them, and 
irake them pnilife 

T.hcir fcafts arc ceremonious even bt.yond vhap 
y cu can imagine, you v/oul4 think they * 11 : r’otinvirrfi , 

t9 J 
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to cflt, but to make gnmaces. Not a mouthful of 
::icat is eat» or a drop of wine drank but it cofts an 
hundred faces • They have/ like our concerts of 
m;ifick> an officer who beats time, that the guefts 
may all together in concor^ t^e their meat on their 
plates, and put it into Ci«r mouths, and lift up 
Uieir httls mftruments^/ wood, whicli ferve mftead 
of a fork, or put them again m their places m or- 
der Evesy gueft has a peculm table, without table- 
cloth, napkin, knife, or ipoon , for every thing is 
ready cut to their hands, and they never touch 
any thin^ but with two httle wooden mftruments 
tipp’d with filver, which the Chinefe handle very 
dexteroufly, and which ferve them for an univcr- 
fal inllrument. 

They begin their feafts with drinking wine, v/hich 
QiS given to every gueft at one and the fame time m 
■‘a fmall cup of China or filver, which cup all the 
gu«fts.^ake hold of with both hands ’ every one 
lifts ni\ veflel as high as his head, prefenting their 
fervid thereby to one* another without fpeaking, 
andHnviting each other to dnnk firft It is enough 
hold the cup to your mouth only without 
drinking during the time while the reft dnnk , for, 
if the outward ceremonies are obferved and kept. 
It, is all on^ to them whether you dnnk or not 

. After the firft cup, they fet upon every table a 

great veflcl of hafh’d meat, or Ragoo Then evew 
one.ofeii^vcs the^aeObns of the maftcr of the feaft, 
who directs the aftions of his*guefts According as 
id gives the fign, the^ take tlieir two little inftru-^ 
^pients,* hrandifh th«n jn the air, and, as it were, 
nrefbit them, and after cxerafing them after twenty 
fafluons, which I can’t expreft, they ftnke them in- 
’ to the difh, frcim whence they cleaverly bnng up a 
piece of meoi, which muft be eat neither too haftily 
por too » fmec it \ ould be a rudenefs either to 
, *fcat bifo/c ethers^ or to make them ftay for > ou. 
* Then 
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Then again they exerdfe iSieir ii'ttle Inftrumcnfs, 
which at length they .place on the table in that pfi"* 
fture wherdn they weri at firft. In all this, you muft 
obferve time, that all may begin and end at oncer ^ 

A little after, comcsythe wine arain, which Is 
drank with all the cemnonies aforefaid. Then 
comes a fecond mels, wBKdi they dip into as into 
the firft, and thus the feaft is continued until the 
end, drinking between every mouthful, ' till there 
have been twenty or four and twenty different plates 
of meat at every table, which makes them dfinlf 
off as many cups of Wine ; but, we muff obferve, 
that belides that, I have faid, that they drink as 
much or as little as they will at a time, their 
wine cups are very little, and their wine is fmall. 

"When all thedilhesare fcrved, which are done' 
vdth all imaginable order, no more «wine is brought^ 
and the ^efts may be a little more free with their 
meat, taking indilTcrently outof any of the^ dilhes 
before them, which yet muft be done when fthe reft 
of the ^efts take out of feme of their dilHc^^ fot 
uniformity and order is always facred. Atxjis^ 
time they bring rice and bread, for, as yet, nothing^-- 
but meat has been brought ; they bring Jikewife fine 
broths, m?dc of flclh or fifti, in which the guefts, 
if they think fit, may mir%le their rice. 

They fit at table ferious, grave, and filent, foi'*' 
three or four hours together- When t he m after 
of the houfe fees they havea]l*a&i>e earing,"^nf gives 
the fign to rife, and* they go afidc for a qujrtcr 
of an hour into the hall or garden to entertain ami, 
divert themfcives. Then they edme again to 'the ta- 
ble, which they find fet out with all forts of 
meats, anddrj’Vl fruits, which they keep to drink • 
W’lth their tea. « 

Thefc cufioms, fo flriftly enjoin’d, and fo C3C«^ ^ 
trcmely troublefomc, which muft be pcr'brcned frorr^ 
one end to the other of the fcift, keeps y I \ 

from 
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from eating, who do* not find themfelves hungry 
they arife from the table. Then they have a 
great mind to ^o and dine' at home j but a com- 
pShy of ftrollers come and play over a comedy, 
which is fo tedious, that it wearies one as much 
as that before at the tab’e did. Nor Is tedloufiie/s 
tlie only fault, for they are commonly very dull 
and very noify ; no rules are obferved, fometimes 
they fing,*fometimes bawl, and fometimes howl, for 
the Chinefe have little (kill in making declamations, 
'Ve?, you muft not laugh at this folly, but all the while 
admire at the polltenels of China, at its ceremonies, 
jnftituted, as they (ay, by the difcrerfon of the an- 
cients, and ftUl kept up by the wifdom of the mo- 
derns, 

. ^ The letters, which are wrote from one to another, 
lore as remarkable for their dvilities and ceremonies, 
which are as many, and as myfterlous as the o- 
thfers. (They don't write in the fame manner as they 
fpeak sythe bignefs of the charafters, the diftance 
bet^'i.en the lines, the mnumcrable titles of honour 
to the fcvcral qualities of perfons, thelhapc 
* of the paper, the number of red, white, or blue 
covers for the letter, according to the person’s con- 
dition, and a hundred other formalities, puzzle fome- 
funes the brSin of the mod undcrftanding men a- 
them, for there is fcarcc any one who Is fc- 
ctetarv ^nough to^mte and fend one of their let- 
ters* as It oughtto be. 

^ There are a thoufand other* qiles praflired by the 
J^terfoTt in o«Iu«ryoonvCTfarion, which you mud 
obferve, unlcfs you would be accounted a clown s 
aneftho’ in a thoufand inftances thefe things favour 
» more of a ridiculous affcitiOon than of real polite-, 
nds, no one c!n dew svtvcctKtkfs, but that thtfc 
. cuftoms, v^ch people obferve fb cxadly, do in- 
Jp'rc inf^tbem a fwcetnefs of temper, and a love 
1 of orSer, Tkefc thr« moral pmidplcs, that i<», the 
>1 refpeft 
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rcfpe<5l which children pay thefr parents, the veneer 
tion which all pay the emperor and his officers, ana 
the mutual humility and courtefy of all people, work ^ 
their effect the better, becaufe, fupported by a wile 
and well underftood policy The principal maicims 
of which are, my lord, a^^follow ^ 

The firft is, Never to ^ve any one an office in * 
his own province, and that for two reafons be- 
caufe, ffi-ft, a Mandanne of ordinary parentage is u- 
fually delpifed *oy thofe who know his family*# 
Secondly, becaufe being brought into favour and 
repute, by the great number of his kindred and 
friends, he might be enabled either to make, or to 
fupport a rebellion, or at lead it would be ve , 
ry difficult for him to execute juftice with an um ^ 
verfal impartiality V 

The fecond maxim is, To retain at cour^ the* 
children of the Mandarines imploy’d m thf moft 
confiderable offices m the province, under pJ’tence 
indeed of educating them ^ well, but, in «alitv» 

1 eeping them as hoffiiges, left their fathers ihvild 
fall from that duty which they owe the empemK^ 
Tlie third maxim is. That, when one goes to hw, 
fuch a commiflary is made ufe of as the emperor 
pleafes to name, unleft the pfficc or auality of the 
cnmmal gives him the 1 bcrty to rcfufc nim If the _ 
emperor difl kes the fird fcntcncc, he may corn'mif - 
fon new judges to re examin^V^^intil th eJ^t enee 
be agreeable to hismind, for, oifiensife, it wdulc^ 
be m the power a^'moncy or artifice, to fave 
man whofe life \/ou!d b" noxious^to the good pf tJicx 
ftitc On the other fide, fay they, w e need not fear , _ 
the prince’s pafTion, who if he have 1 mind to ta^ c 
olF a good man, may find VTays enough to do it, • 
without going fo onenlj about it Bu( it is but fitting 
^ha‘ th-re fhoukl lie a mnns cfficaciousy^ough 
rd the empire of an ill man 
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The fourth maxirri of poUcy is Never to fell any 
jlace, but to beftow it always upon merit ; that 
s, to thofe of good lif^ and who by a diligent 
iudy .have acquainted themfelves with the laws and 
:uftoms of their country. To this end, informa- 
aons are exhibited of the life and manners of the 
:andidate, efpecially when a Mandarine is removed 
from an inferior to a fuf^rior office % as for their 
underpaying the laws,' they undergo fo many ex- 
amlnaHohs* and trials of it, that i^is impoffibfe for 
an.ignoramus to be thought underftanriing, fo fe- 
vexe are the mcafures which they take. 

‘When they refolve to fet a child apart for learn- 
ing, they put him to a mailer, for the towns of Chi- 
na are full of fchools, where reading and writing are 
taught, which, to learn well, will take up fomc 
years. When ,the youjh has made a pretty good 
progrcfs in this, he is prefeited to a Mandarine of 
the Ir^er order to be examined. If he \vrites a 
good ‘Uiand, and makes their charaflers hand- 
fomeUs he is admitted among thofe who apply 
thcMfcIvcs to the knov/ledgc of books, and en- 
.dSavfeur to obtain a degree of which there arc 
three forts, which anfwcr to our batchclor, mailer 
of arts, and doftor. As the fortunes of the Chi- 
nefc do wholly dcpchd upon their capacity and 
^mderftanding, fo they Ipcnd their whole life in 
-Hiidy, They fay by heart all their Haple books with 
a'wpwi^ul alacrkff*thcy make comments on their 
laws: compofition, eloquence,* imitation and know- 
^Jgcof their ancient th>^lors, and thcdclcacy and 
*polilc.Tcfs of the r*odcm ones, from fix to fixty, 
arc#thcir conflant employ. In fomc, the quick- 
iicfs and readiricfs of wit (a\cs them a great deil 
* of tahmiK, OiK have been doftors at an a^c 

av hen others^ can "ntc lut indiffirrcntly » but thefe 
» arc heroes -(rnQngll the Qiincfc, of which one in 
. •an aY fj c-joucli. 

f Tlie 
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The examinations are ftrid?, mafters of arts dr| 
created by the principal Mandarines of the provinceV 
batchelors, by thofe Mandarines afltAed by a com- 
jniflary from court J as for doiTtors, they cor&mcnte 
only at Pekin i but becaufe fome, who defen'C 
this degree, have not wherewith to defray fo 
expenfive a journey, what is neceflary for it i§ 
beftowed on them gratis^ that fo poverty may 
not deprive the ftate of the fervice of thole men 
•who may prove*ufeful and beneficial to it. - , 
Every one’s charafter is taken from his ability to* 
invent or compofe. For this purpofe, the candi- 
dates are fiiut up in a clofe room, without books, 
without any other paper than -what is necefiary for 
them to write on. All the -while they are for- 
bidden all manner of correfpondents, at the doo^ 
are placed by the Mandarines guards, whole fideli-L, 
ty no bribes can corrupt ; the fecond e^mlnatl- 
on is yet more ftriA, ror, left the commilSw fehc 
by the court Ihould himlcl^ be byalTed thro^favour 
or the hopes of gain, he is not luffered to'^ or 
ipeak with any perfon till the examination is ^ 
In creating the doflors, the emperor often en- 
gages himfelf the prefait emperor is more feared 
by the candidates than any pF the other polers, not 
only for his nice ex.ai5hiels and rigorouL juftice, bat , 
for his extraordinary abilities m judging or any thing 
of this nature. When the dof^c^rs^are nanjg^thsy 
arc prefented to him; to threc^rinclpalm which 
he gives garlands o*"* flowers, or any other mark 
honour, to diftingullh them from the reft ; feme oV 
them likcwfe he chufes for memWs of his royal aca- 
demy, /j-cm wbenre they jjever rtmeye, nSJels *' 
into ports of the greateft confideratioit and credit • 

In the kingdom. * ' ■ 

The great number of prclcnts, wfiirh they rc-,^ 
thrir kindred and friends, k/eprthcdoct 
tors from being poor. Every one ho|>es 'to'makc { 

fomC, { 
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lome advantage from ^is fnendfhip , tut, left high 
^lomotion Iho^d make them negligent, and fit looft 
to their ftudies,*they ftiU undergo feveral exami- 
nations, 'where, if they appear to have been neg- 
ligent, they certainly meet with feventy and re- 
proof, whereas, if they have ftill continued to for- 
v,mrd and improve their ftudies, they meet with a 
fuitable encouragement and re^vaid 

No fmdl lhare of the publick good is owing to 
this principle of policy The youths, whom idle- 
»i5fs*and floth never fail to corrupt, are by this 
conftant employment diverted from lU courfes, they 
have fcarce time enough to follow their loofe mcli- 
■nations Secondly, ftudy forms and poh(h then- wits 
Teople, who never engage m arts and fciences, are 
always blockifh and ftupid Thirdly, all offices are 
fiPd by able mtti, and, •if they can*t prevent that 
injuftice which proceeds from the covetoufnefs and 
corrupt affeftions of officers, at leaft, thev will take 
care to^ hinder that which anfes from ignorance 
and ijijmoralicy Fourthly, fince the places are given, 
the^nyjcror may ivith greater juftice turn out thofe 
officers whom he lhall find undeftrvmg We ought 
indeed to punilh every offender , yet, it vrould be 
natural to bear ivith a Mandarine who is negligent 
of his office for ivant of undcrftandmg or apph- 
Uiionj who IS too mild or over fevere, if, if tak- 
ing, a way J us place w^uld rum his family, wKofe 
whol9”fomine, it may b“, ^vas kid out m the 
•p^hafa of It, when as, if a pkee be difpos’d only 
[^donation, the pnncc»who gave it, may eafil>, 
^v^tKout*any difturbancc, take it from one and gra- 
p. tify Another with it 

Laftlj, no fees are paid for the admmiftration 
ofjxnftctr Zibr wihsvfr «\Q- .hw 

thing, and who has his falary ftated, can require no- 
thing of th<.^>Tartics at law , which impowcrs every 
poor min to pVofccutc his own rights, and frees him 
S fron 
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from being opprefiM by the opulence of his 
verfary, who cin*c be brought to do juftly 
jcafonably, bccaufe the other not money. _ . 

The Chinefe have cibiblifhcd this as a fifth ma’dnT 
of policy Never to fufferftrangers to have any lharc 
in their adminiftratron : the fmall efteem, they beat 
them, makes the Chinefe ufe them fo coarfly. ThtJC. 
fancy, that a mixture of natives and foreigners would 
bring them to contempt, and occafion bought buj 
corruption and diforder. From thence alfo would 
fpring particular crud^, making parties, dnd, 
laft, rebellions. For difference of people necefiari- 
Jy fuppoles difference of cuftoms, languages, hu- 
mour, and rcltgion< This makes them noJongel|J- 
children of the fame fiimlly, bred up to the fame 
opinions, and tempered with the fame notions s 
be there all imaginable cans ufed hi inftrufting 
forming ftrangecs, they are at moft but adopted _ 
fons, who never have that implicit obedience &ud 
tender affeftlon, which children by natut® bear to 
thar own parents. So, that ffiould forcigk^re be 
better qualified than natives, which you cap rhsvej* 
make the Chinefe believe, they would rancy it for tb® 
good of their country to preftr natives to them ; and 
it is little lefs than a miracle in favour of chriftv 
anlty, that a few miffionaiies have been fuffeied to ^ 
fettle there. "■ 

This Jail piece of policy,,^ extrenjelv gqi^, 
when thofe of a falfe religion^e kept ou^ which 
teaches rebellion ^rtd difturbance, itielf being 
produft of caballing and EOt ; but the cafe is k* 
ther%vife in chriftianity, whole humility, fweetnels, 
and obedience to authonty produces noughf bu^*" 
peace, unity, and charity among all people. This 
is what the Chinefe begin to be convinced having'^.* 
had. trial of it for a whole age tog&ther. 

It, if they would embrace it ^'**3 conftitife" 
tion equally neceflary for the fal^^t^on bf theiA 
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iouls, ^ conducive to the peace and good of the* 

Their fixth in^m fS; That nobility is never he- 
tp^tary, neither is there any diftinfKon between the 
qualities of people } faving what the offices, which 
they execute,’ makes ; fo that,* excepting the fa- 
^y of Confucius, the whole kingdom is divided 
into magiftracy and commonalty. Thefeare ho lands 
but what-are held by lbc6age fenurp; not even thofe* 
lands which are deftined for the ^onzes, or which 
belong to the temples of the idols j fo that their 
gods, as well as men, are (iibjefted fo the ftate, and 
are obliged by taxes and contributions fo acknow- 
ledge the emperor^ fupretnac}*. When a viceroy 
Or governor of a prownce is dead, hi^ children, as 
well as others, have thar fortunes to make ; and, if 
they inherit not their fathct*s virtue and ingenuity, 
hiS narhe waich they Bear, be it never fo famous,* 
^ves them nb quality at all. 

The advantages which the ftate makes of this max- 
im ait, fifft, trading >6 in a more flouriftiing con- 
dition, which the lazinels of the nobiEty is the like- 
licft ^eans to ruin. Secondly, the emperor’s reve- 
nues are encreas’d byitj becaufc no eftates are tax- 
free. In towns which {ny poll-money, no perfon is 
exempt. Thirdly, by this means, families are hinder- 
ed Qrom ingratiating thcmfclves with the populace, 

• and fo kept from eftabKftiing themfelvcs fo far In 
<he-f*^lc’s favr*i.rf that it would be a diffiiulty 
•to the prince himfelf to keep them within bounds, 
^^ftty, it is a reedved opinioif among the Chincfe, 
^thitj-if an empewr would be obey'd, he muft lay 

hi^« commands upon fubjeits, and not upon fo ma- 
ny little kings. 

Thdr feven^ prindple of policy is. To keep up 
m peace as weiY as l^•a^ great armies, as well* to 

• mimtain a credit and rcfpcil from the neighbours, 

• as to ftifle, or rather prevent any difturbance or 

U iniu rttfli on : 
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infurreftion which may happen at home. Hcretofor^^ 
a million of foldiers were (ct to g\^ard their great 
wall. A Icfs mimbcr than that alfo, to garrlfon the'^ 
frontiers and great towns, would have been too lit- 
tie. Now tlicy think it enough to keep garrifons 
in their moft important towns. ^ 

Befides thefe ftanding forces, there arc fifteen or 
twenty thoufand men in each province, ynder the 
command of priv’ate officers ; they have alfo foldi- 
ers to keep theif’ ifiands, cfpecially Haynan apd» 
Formofa. The horfe-guards of Pekin are above 
an hundred and fixty thoufuid ; fo that, I be?., 
lieve, in the greateft and fecureft peace, the em- 
peror has in piy and at mufter no lefs than fifty 
hundred thoufand effedlive men, all armed according 
to the cuftom of the country with fclmeters and 
darts. They have but a vtry fmall infantry, and 
of thofe, which they have there, there are no pike- 
pisn, and very few mufqueteers. 

Th«r foldlcrs are very gtaceful, and pretty well 
difcipHn’d, for the Tartars have almoft tiegraertted 
into Chinefe, and the Chine/e continue as they al- 
ways were, foft, effeminate, enemies of labour, bet- 
ter at making an handfomc figure at mufter or in a 
march, than at behaving thfmfelves gallantly in an 
adtion. The Tartars begin with heat and brifknefs, 
and, if they can make their enemies give giound- 
in the beginning, then they cafi jnake thei^^j^tr- 
tage of it ; otherwife they are unable to continue an. 
attack a good while/ or to bear up long againfton^* 
efpecialiy, if made in order ihd fWith vigour. t The'* 
emperor, whom I have had the honour to fpfak 
with, who fays nothing but what is proper, as he 
does nothing but what is great, gave this (hort 
charadler of them : are good joldiers when op- 

pofed to bad oneSy btit bad when oppofed to good ones. ‘ 

The dghth maxim is concerning their reyards ♦ 
and punifhments. Great men, who have faithfully 

ferved i 
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Reived their dountry, never lofe thar reward , and 
becaufe, be a pnnce never fo opulent, he can never 
^ Ijave ejiough to reward all hS fubj^dls this defedt 
is jnade up by marks and titles of honour, which 
are very acceptable to the fubjedts, and ro charge 
Jto the prince 

Thefe titles of honour are what they call the fe 
veral Orders of Mandarines They fa) » fuch an one 
IS a Mandarine of the firft rank, oj- th** emperor has 
•placed fuch an one m the firft clafs of thcMandarmes, 
of the fecord rank, and in like manner of others 
Th^ dignity, which is meerly honorary, makes them 
take place m afllmbbcs, vifits, and councils, but is 
no profit to them To make thefe re^va^ds of greater 
extent, wh Ji the people chufe much fooner than 
penfion^, they ^arc fometimcs beftow’d even upon 
defd, who are oftentimes made Mandarines after 
^eir funerals, who therefore fill fometimcs the 
greateft places of honour amongft the nob Iity when 
the emperor can’t beftow upon them the meaneft 
place amongft the hving They have oftentimes, at 
the riliblick or pnncc's charge, lofty monuments nuf 
ed for them, and that court, which lool s after the 
publick cxpences, judges what rccompence fiial! be 
paid to th^jr defert Thefe rewards are oftentimes 
accompanied with elogics m their pnufc, made by the 
emperor lumfclf, which imkcs them and their fami 
1 ) fyirrtfe to all poftiftity But the htghcft lionour is 
<0 make them lamts, to build them temples, ard 
|dHcr them facnficcs as to the* gods of the coon 
^try D) th s mcansf pa^nifm has been mightily fiip 
ported b) the emperors, adonngthcmfclv'es the work 
of their own hands, and pajing worfh,p and ho- 
nour to them, ,who, when alive, would have been 
glad to be proftratc at their now worfnippers feet. 

They rc%\ ard alfo m private men thof- virtuous 
•afhons which bring no publck advanugc to the 
iUtc ^Vcrcad m hiftorj, that temples have been 
U a raJed 
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rafed to the memory of foirfe maids, who all thef 
lives kept their chamty inviolable. And I rnyfaf* 
have feen, in fevcral of their towifa, trophies with 
honourable infcriptlons, raifed up for inhabitants cf' 
mean rank and degree, to publilh to all the world 
their virtue and merit. 

If the Chinefe are very liberal in their rewards,^ 
they are as fevere in the punilhments even of the 
flighteft faults \ their punilhments are adequate to 
their demerits, ^he ulual punifhmeut is the baili* 
nado on the back. When they receive but fdrtj^/' 
or fifty blows, they call this a Fatherly Correcti- 
on 5 to which as well Mandarines, as others, are 
fubjeCt. This punifhment is not accounted very 
fcandalous, and, after it is executed, the criming 
muft fall on his knees ■before the judge, and, if able? ‘ 
bow three times down to ihe ground, and give him 
humble thanks for taking this care of his educatip'’-^ 

Yet this punifhment is of that violence, that one 
ftroke is enough to fell one that is of a tender 
confUtution, and oftentlm^ perfons die of it ; it is 
true, there are ways of foftening this punifhment,^ 
when the execution of it is in court. The eafieilis to 
to bribe the executioners, for there are many of 
them ; becaufe, left the executioner’s wearinefs fhould 
Icflen the punifiiment, afeeP five or fix (irokes an- , 
other fuccceds, and fo till the whole be perform’d. 
But, hen the criminal has by money made them 
his friends, they underftand ‘their bufinef^T^wcIl, ^ 
that, notwithftandipa, all the care which thcMandi**' 
rines prefent can ufe, the piiniftiment becomes 
and almoft nothing. ' ‘ 

Befidcs this in the courts there are perfons to be 4 
hired, %\ ho keep a good underftanding with the ofB- 
«rs ; w ho, upon a fignal given, take the place of *■ 
the criminal, who cfcapcs among the croud, and re - 
ceives hU punl/hmcnt. For money, there arc every 
where thefe forts of vicarious perfons to be meV with i ( 

foTf 
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for it IS a trade at Chwia, where feveral perfons are 
?naintamed by the blows of the cudgel 

By fuch a trtk as this, Yamquam fien, a famous 
^ofecutor of chnftianity, efdped the ju'l fentence 
of the judges He engaged a paltry fellow for a large 
fum of money, to take upon him his irme, and 
^o to the court of juftice m his (lead He told him, 
that, let It come to the worft, it was but a good cud 
gelling, and, if after that he was impnfoned, there 
Ihould be found out a way to redeem him thence 
The poor fellow went according to agreement, 
and when the cryer call’d out aloud. Yam quam liLn, 
the fellow anfwered as loud. Here , his fentence 
svas pa&’d, and the Mandarine condemned him to 
death The officers, who had been bnb“d, feized 
on him immediately, and, according to cuftom, gag 
^ him , for, f fcer leptcnce, the criminal is not 
l uffer^ to fpeak Afterwards, he was brought to 
to tfie place of execution, where the poor wretch 
fufFcred a miferable death 
The fecond (ore of pumftimcnt is the Carcan, which 
differs from the former only m the place where the 
‘ ballidadoes are given , in this, they are gu cn the cn 
minal at one of the aty gates, or m the high ws) 
the punifhmcnt here is not fo (harp, but the infam) 
:s greater, aod he, who»has once undergone this pii 
pifhment, can never more recover his reputation 
They have fcvcral different wajs of infliftmg death 
Mepfr a tt U ignoble pAfons haae their heads cut off, 
for, injChina,the fepataUon of rhe head from tJie bo 
|dy IS difgraceful On ^the contnir> , perfons of qua 
*ltty are ftranglcd, avhicn, among them, is a death of 
more credit , if the crime be very notonous, thej are 
pumffied like mean perfons,and fomctimcstheir heads 
* arc cut off and bang’d on a tree in the high ways 
Rebel’s and’ tra) tors ate pumlfi’ci* w itri trie utmoif 
fcvcnty , that is, to fpeak as they do, they cut them 
<*gilo ten thoufand pieces for, after that the cxecu- 
U 3 none? 
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tioner hath ty’d them to a pofj, he cuts off the /hjfl 
all iound their forehead, which he tears by force tii^ 
it hangs over their eyes, that they m^iy not fee the 
torments they are to endure. Afterwards, ^e cu^ 
their bodies in what places he thinks fit, and, when 
he is tir’d with this ^rbarous employment, he leaves 
them to the tyranny of their enemies, and theinfults 
of the mob. 

Often criminals arc cruelly whipp’d till they ex- 
pire. Laftly, the torture which is the cruelleft of all 
deaths Is here uTed ; and generally the hands gnd 
fingers fuffer moft in it. 

Ninthly, They think it good policy to forbid wo- 
men from all trade and commerce, which they can 
only benefit by letting it alone ; all their biifinefs lies 
■within doors, where they find continual employment 
in the careful education of their children. They n^ 
ther buy nor fell, and one lees women fo feldom ^ 
the fireets, that one would imagine them 
religloufes confined to a cloyfter. Princefics never 
fuccccd to the crown, nor have the regency du- 

ring the young prince’s mipority *, and, tho* the em- 
peror may in private confult them, it Is recKoi\ed ‘ 
mean and Ignoble to do it. In which thing the Chi- 
nefe feem, in my opinion, lefs reafonable than in 
others. For Avit and forefighf is equally the portion 
of the one as of the other lex s and a prince is ne- 
ver fo underflanding as when he knows how to find 
out all his treafures wherelber/’er nature b«:-jJ?ced 
them, nor ever fo pnident as when he makes me o.f’ ^ 
them. * * ' . 

I^afily, their tenth maxinf is,cTo encourage trade 
as much as pofiible thro’ the whole empire. AIL the 
other policy is conducive to the plenty or conveni- 
ence of their country , but this is concerned for the * 
■'^ery lives of the people, who would be Toon reduced 
to the laft extremity if trade Ihould once fail. It ts*- 
pot the people’s care only, but thcMand‘irinc*5nllb,*j 

who / 
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\^o put out their money to trufty traders to make 
the beft advantage or it By this private way, Ou 
fanguey, the little king of Xenfi, who brought the 
Tartars into China, made himfelf fo rich and potv •' 
*erful, tliat he \vas able himlelf to fupport for a 
long time the 'war againft the emperor 

To mcreafe commerce, foreigners have been per 
nutted to come into the ports of China, a thing till 
lately never known On the other fide, the Chinefe 
fpread themfelves all over the Indi'’S, v here they car- 
ny jilk, china, phyfical drugs, fugar*japanned works, 
wine, and potters ware They go to Batavia, Siam, to 
Achim, Malacca, and efpeciall) to Jappon, and Ma 
nilh , from which, they are diftant but a few days 
, fail From all thefc places they bnng filver, all of 
which, that is brought from Mp:ico to the Philippine 
' iflands by the Pacifick ocean, is earned from thence to 
Canton, whenc^ it is fpfead thro* the whole empire 
*^Burthe greateft part of their trading lies within 
tfiemfelves, from one province to another, which 
like fo man} kingdom^ communicate to each other 
their riches That of Huquam feuds nee, that of 
Canton fugar, from Chcqunm comes good hlk, from 
Nankim neat and handfome pieces of %vorkmanflup , 
Xenfi and Xanfi are nch in iron, horfes, mules, ca- 
mels, and firs Tokicpi )jclds tea, Lesotum drugs, 
and fo the reft This mutual commerce unites the 


H ie, and fills their townswith plenty Thefe, my 
not all the Chinelc maxims, there are a 
jvorTd of others, but I nave wrote down thefc as the 
moft known and mofl cfiential ones for the pubhek 
^good . • * 

Qood onlcr m the infenor go\ wniments is as ufcful 
a part of policy to the ftatc as any whatever, b) thefc 
• mfenor governments, I mean thofc of the cities, and 
of the its eraf campr All thdh are ktikA at Chatz , 
for, from the foundation of that emp re, the ftatc has 
, • thought It worth whJc to look after even the moft 
inconfidcrablc things Among 
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Among perfons of qualitf, there neyer happens 
any difpute about taking place, becaufe every one- 
knows exaftly what is due to his town and others 
quality j and it was a great fiirppze to evqry body* 
to fee, about fix or fevcn years ago, a prince of the 
blood and a Colao engaged in fuch a fort of <hi- 
pute. The occafion of it was this 5 the laws ordaut? 
that, when a Colao is about to fpeak to a prince 
of the bloodj he muft bend the knee, but cuftorn 
has laid as ftrong an oblation on t^e prince, to 
’tike him up immediately. * * 

The prince thought, that an obliging cuftom, thoj 
confianriy pradlifed by the royal family on feveral 
occafions, ought not to prgudice his right by law* 
He did therefore give audience to a Coho pn 
knees, and never rnade any motion to him to rife.* 
The miniftcr of ftate, in great «confufion to Te<i 
himfelf k«pt fo long in lb humble a pofiups5.,.c0n« 
plained of it to the emperor, who aflembled his 
council forthwith. They looked into the ceremo- 
nial to obferve what they could find that would 
contribute to the deciding this novel cafe, but when, 
they could find nothing therein ferviceablc to that 
end they were more perplexed than ever, 

Finally, the council, who were againft innovations, 
judged that the prait'ce o6ght to bo continued as , 
before and, not freeing the Cohos from their ob- 
ligation of fpeaking to the princes of the blood on 
their knees, they thought it ‘'requifite alfb the 
princes (bould ufe that civility towards them as n6t 
to keep them in that pofturejong. 2oti can't^ l^d they 
to the Colao, honour the frames too much, "and yen 
dortotdo well to omit any occajion where you canjhew the 
reJpeSlyou bear them. Princes, added the emperor to, 
him who had occafion’d tins dlfputa, are by their onn 
rankfei high enough above the reft of manXind, as not to^ 
need proudly to feek to dehafe them lower. can 

Vtnm nothing to make them honourable, but tenfper ana * 
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tVhen you ar^ denied the refpe5t due to you^ 
all the world knows ^oa have not what you ought t9 
huve j huti wheft you in^ -upon every little mark of 
it will make the world hegin to inquire whether 
‘you deferVe it. Thus both of them were reprimanded, 
and that no nety lavra might be made they let cuftom 
«be their rule. 

Every thing, that belongs to the princes or Man- 
darines, is punftiially ftated ; their penfions, their 
houfes, the number of thdr fervatjts, the fhape and 
bignels of their fedans, are the badges of honour 
by which they are dlftinguHh^S fo that, when they 
come into puhhck, their quality is prefently known, 
and the refpeft which is due to them v/Ith as little 
trouble paid. When the Chinefe governed the em- 
pire, even private men wore their marks of diftinc- 
fion j and ther^ was no learned man but his degree 
and rank might be known by the fa/hion or colour 
«f his garb. 

The towns have their determinate figure ; they 
ought all to be fquarc^is far as the ground they are 
built upon will fuffcr itj in fuch fort that the gates 
nia)^ be fo built as to anfwer the four prindpal quar- 
ters of the world, that is, the North, South, Eaft, 
and Weft. The houfes have thorough lights, and 
are efteemed ill built if the doors do not lie exadlly 
pasallel to one of the fides of the to%vn. 

Towns of the fevcral orders have different big- 
*nofe the chief towrB are nine or twelve miles round, 

' thofc, of the firft tank are but fix i thofe of the 
fecend or third orders are lcfs*in proportion. This 
rule peverthelefs* » not (b univerfal as to admit of no 
exception. The ftrects are ftrait, generally laid out 
by the line, large, well paved, yet very inconvenient, 
hjeciiffu 'Cverj.TsrTnn. of nnjj ncrniuir.cgvs.’up'uidi. 
down them other on horfcback or in a ^air. The 
houfes arc low, of an equal hoght ; the jealoufy of 
’ the husbands woidd not iuffer that their neighbours 
• houfeq 
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houfes fliould be higher than their own, Jeilfh^v 
their windows ftiould overlook their court-yar£ wd 
gardens. 

The whole town is divided into** four parts, and 
thofe again into feveral finaller divifions, ‘each of 
wiiich contains ten houfes, over every one of which 
iubdivilions an officer prefides, who takes notice of 
ever)' thing which pafl^ in his little ward, tells the 
Mandarine what contentions happen, what extraor- 
dinary things, what /Iningers come thither or go 
thence. The neighbourhood fs obliged to give inc;' 
tual affiftance, and, in cafe of an alarm, to%nd one 
another an helping hand, for, if any theft or robbery 
be committed in the night, the neighbourhood muft 
contribute towards repairing the lofs. Lallly, in, 
every family the fiither is re^onfible for the dlfoiders ^ 
and irregularities committed either by his children cr 
lervahts. # •• 

The gates of the city are well looked after, and 
even in rime of peace are ffiuO up at the approach df 
night. In the day time there are guards to examine 
all who come in, if he be a ftranger f if he comes 
from another province, or from a naghbauring • 
town, they know him by histone, by his mien, or 
his habit, which in eveiy place are fomewhat di/ic- 
rent. When they obftrve any thing extraordinary 
or fuipicious, they Cake the peribn up, obinfcrm^ the ♦ 
Mandarine of it ; Co that Europan m’lfJionaries, 
whofe afpett is infinitely difiTuynt from that of the 
Chineie, arc known as foon as feen, and thofe 
have not the emperor’s approbation find it vety diffi- 
cult to make a Jong journey. » ^ . 

In certain places, as at Eeim, as foon as night 
comes on they tic chains crofi the /irrefs, the guards 
go the patrolc up and down the chief flreets, wd 
CTards and centinels arc placed here ifod there. The 
Korfc go the rounds upon the fortifications j and 
woe be to him who is found then from hjome. « . 

^rct:Clf:gS| f 
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marqueradeSj balls, and fuch like nignt- 
vrt)rks are good, fiiy* the Chmefe, for none but 
''thieves and the mob Orderly people ought at that 
time either to lit up providing for their Amily, or 
^e tak^ their reft, th.it they may be refrefhed, and 
better able the next day to manage the bufmefs of 
the family 

* Gaming is forbidden both to the commonalty and 
gentry , which ne\'erthelcfs hinders not the Chinefe 
from playing, fometimes even fo long as till they 
hjiv^e loft all their eftate, their houf&, thar children 
and their wives, which they fometimes hazard upon 
a card, for there is no degree of extra\agarce to 
which the defire of lucre and nches wU not cany a 
.Chinefe Bat bdides that it is a diforder which the 
Tartars, fmee the) became mafters of China, have 

• introduced amongft them, they take great heed to 
conceal their gi^ng, and by confequence the law 
which forbids it always flounfties, and is able to fup- 
pfefs great diforders 

What I have faid concerning wn es, that their 
husbands ma) fell them, or lofe them at ph) , puts 
me in»mmd to give fomc account of the rules which 
th£ r civil conftitution, rather than their religion, hath 
ordained concerning mamiges , thofe who have 1 
mind to many do not. as among us, follow th-ir 
own fancied in thar cnoia: of a wife the) ne^er 
fee the woman they are about to have, but take her 
parats word in the jafe, or clfc the) have their ir 
Ibniiation from ^c^ era! old women, who are as it 
were lAfpcdlors, but who arc.nc\crthelefs m fee 
, with wonunJ 9 >,fncnds to fet h"r out moiv than 
fhe^def-Tves , fb that it is s-cry fcldom that they 
make a true defcnptton, or give a juft cha-ra fter of 

• her whomihev to \iew 

The 1 omarfs pfents give mono gcneralJj to 
thefe cmiftancs to oblige them to gi' e a fa> o arable 

• fhan^fter, for it is for the parents advantage that 

, * thar 
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their daughter fhould be reputed handfome^^rltry^ 
and genteel ; becaufe the Chinefe buy their wives, 
and, as In other merchandizes, they give more or 
lefs according to the good or bad properties qT them^ . 

"When the parties arc agreed about the price the- 
contraft is made, and the money paid down *, then 
preparation is made on both rides for the nuptijl 
folcmnities : when the day of marriage Is come, they 
carry the bride in a riimptuous chair, before which 
go hautboys, drums, and fifes, and after it follow 
her parents, and other particular friends of her* fif. 
mily. AH the portion which riie brings is her mar- 
riage garments, fome cloadis, and houlhold goods, 
wHch her father prefcnts her with. The bridegroom 
ftands at his door richly attired, waiting for her ;• 
he Wmfclf opens the fedan, which was clofely ihut, • 
Sind, having condu<fted her into a qlumber, dellv&rs 
her to feveral women invited thither ror that purpoft, 
who fpend there the day together in feafting apd 
fporting, while the husband in another room enter- m 
tains his friends and act^ualntance. 

This being the firri time that the bride and bride- 
groom fee each other, and both, or one, ver/ •often ' 
not liking their bargain, is very often a day of re- 
joicing for their gucus, but of forrow for themfcives. 
The women muft fubmit tho’ they d<yi*c like, be- 
caufe thdr parents have fold them ; but the husbands * 
fometimes are not fo complaifant, for there have been 
fome, who, when they firft opened the fedan *9 r£- 
ceivc the bride, repulfed by her (hape and;afpc<ft? 
have fhut the chair igrin, and fent her and her pa- 
rents and friends back again^ wL%ig rather to lofc 
thrir money than enter upon fb bad a gurchafe^ 
■When the Tartars in thchte war took Nankim, 
there happened a paflage which mjidc the Chinefe ’ 
merry notwithftanding all thrir misfortunes. Among 
all the diforders which the wfters committed in that _ 
i province, they endeavoured to feize upon 1*11 the^ • 
V women f 
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cojild to make money of them. ‘When 
they took the chief city of that province, they 
earned all the women thither, and ihut them up 
•H ggly together m the magazines with other 

goods But becaufe there were fome of all ages, 
and degrees of beauty, they refolved to put them 
mto facks and carry them to market, and fo fell 
them to any one at a venture ugly or handlbme 
There was the fame pnee fet upon every one, and 
for fixteen or eighteen Ihillmgs take which fack you 
>frili Without opening it After this manner the 
foldiers, who were ever inlblent in profpenty, abufed 
their viftory, and approved them/elves more barba- 
rous in the moft polite and avil city m the world, 

* than they had been in the defarts of Tartary 

^ At the day of lale there came buyers enough; 
fome came to recover, ,if haply they could, their 
Wives or children, who ivere among thofe women, 
others were led thither thro* hopes that good fortune 
and a lucky chance would put a fortune into their 
hands In Ihorf, the novelty of the thing brought 
a great concourfe from the adjacent places An or- 
/^loary fellow, who had but twelve Ihillmgs m the 
^orld, gave it, and chofe a fack as did the reft, and 
earned it off, when he was got out of the crowd, 
whether thso’ ciinofity, or a defire to reheve the 
perfon in the fack, "ho complamed, he could not 
forbear opening it Zn it he found an old woman, 
wlwm age, gnef, dlid ill treatment had made de- 
formed, to the highed degree, hc%v^ fo confounded- 
^ ly mad at it, th^ to gtatd) Tits paflion and rage, 
"^he ^As ^ing ttf^hrow the old woman and fack 
both together into thenver, that the gratification of 
his pahion might be fome comfiirt to him for the lofs 
of his motf&y <» 

Then the good old gentlewoman faid to him, 

, Son, > our lot is not fo rod as you imagine , be of 

* good* chear, j ou haw made j our fortune take 
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care only of my life, I wU make yours happier tHail 
ever it has been yet* Thefe wor^s fome^vhat pa- 
dlied him : wherefore he carried her int^ a Koi^e 
hard by, where flie told him her quality and her 
eftate. She belonged to a Mandarine of note in 
the neighbourhood, to whom Ihe wrote immediately. 
He fent her an equipage agreeable to her quality, 
and Ihe carried her deliverer along with her, and 
afterwards was fo good a friend to him, that he never 
had reafon to complain that he had loft t]ie,two 
crowns which he laid out in purchafing her. 

But to return to the Chmele marriages j I muft 
farther tell you, that a husband jnay not divorcehis 
wife, except for adultery, and a few other occafionsf 
which feldom or never f^I outj in thofe cafes they, 
fell them to whofq^er will buy them, and buy 
another. Perfon^of quality never do thus, but 
common people do frequently. If a man has yhe- 
boldnefs to fell his wife without juft reafon, both the , 
buyer and feller are fevcrely puni/hed, yet the huf- 
band is not obliged to take her again. 

Altho* a man be allowed but one wife, hu may 
have as many concubines as he v/ill ; all the children 
Irave an equal claim to the eftatc, becaufe they arc 
reckoned as the wife’s children tho* they be feune of ^ 
the concubines j they all call the wife mother,, who 
is Indeed foie miftrefs of the houfe ; the concubines 
ferve and honour her, and har/e no manner sfii- 
thority or power but what they derive from her. * 
The Chinefe think it a ftrangc thing that the 
Europeans arc not thus alldweabtlie ufc of womcn^^ 
yet they confefs it as a commendable fign of mode- 
ration in them. But when \ve obfcr\Td to them the 
^ troubles, quarrels, contaitions, an^jeafoufies which' 
\ many women muft needs railc in a family, they laid 
^ nothing is without fomc Inconvenience and diforder^ 
but that perlups there *irc more croftes inJuving « 
V but# 
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buponc, than in having many ^^onen Thebeft, 
"*^7 ^Sy js {o ha\ e none at all 

• Tllmo* the Climtfe are extremely jealous to that 
^^ree tliat they TufTer not th‘’ir \vi\xs to fp-n’e in 
pnvate c\cn to their own brethren, much Icfs gne 
thtTTi bbertv to enjoy nU that frcc^oiTi and publidv 
' 3 jvcr/ion which in jZurope is efteen cd only gaJhntry 
and cunofity . neverthejefs tl ere are husbands fo \ cry 
complaifant to their wi\ cs as to let them freely com- 
mit adultery, which permiflion fome vomcn make 
,the condition of their marmgc thofc \\ ho accord 
ing to fuch igreemcnt follow theft courfes (as there 
ts a certain fort of people who doj have no manner 
r/ power to hinder debauchees from frequenting 
thetr houlcs, and from making ill u/l of the eafincls 
or tfnruly paflions of fuch woi^ But fuch fimi- 
lies as thele arc abhorred B) thc^inefc, who think 
fo ill of them, that their children, tho* never fodc- 
fcning or intdligent, can never obtain any degree, 
or be employ cd m anv honourable ofHcc 
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or e^dccllent. They mix vilth this divers^55flttfrt)r 
judicial aftrology, which ignorance or i^perflitiort 
have invented* concemirtg happy er unhap{>^tjays, 
times proper for marriage, budding, or undertakbs 
joumies. Thcfc prejudices generally ^Ide the 
people V but the emperor and all men of fcnfc are 
wifer than to mind fuch tnfles. c , 

Altho* there be no publick clocks as in Europe, 
the day is neverthelefs divided into ^our and Uventy 
parts, which have all their particular names, and be- 
gin from midnight. They tell me that anciently «they 
diwded their day into twelve parts, each of wluch. 
were fubdivided into eight, which made the natural 
day confift of fourfeoreand fixtecn, which were ex- 
aftly diftinguillied in their calculations But theV/ 
fun-dials (and they have very ancient ones) wer$ 
divided into four generalj divifiops, each of whitli 
contained four and twenty little fubdivifions, wlilch 
added to the four great divifions divided tlie whole 
circle into an hundred parts. 

This fort of dialing (eer.is very irregular, nor carl 
1 fee for what ufe it was intended. Since they have 
received the new kalendar from the miflionarife, ^thej* 
have regulated thdr dials by hours, and reckori 
their time almoft as we do, only we mud take no- 
tice that inftead of two hours they rqckon but 
fo that their natural day confifts of but twelve.hours,* 
the names of which, diverfly combined with ten. other 
terms which they have invented, make a rev^^ufion 
of fixty, which ferves themmftead of a, cycle • to 
mark their different years. J^dare not trouble you, 
my lord, with particular enumaStlons, which wouhi*^ 
be too tedious, and are in foregoing relations* fuffi- 
ciently explained. 

As for the people, they are not vef^ nice herein } 
they content themfelves wnth knowing the tlnre of 
the fun*s riling and fetting, and noon. In the nigl^ 
they make ufe of bells tnd drums, which <ire very- 
V ^ often 
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^:^)i*^undedj aJjd diilyjguifti the- Might 

into f\veyr^td\^s^j J 

-’- Current Ooip 1^ very odd T}?ey have round 
’ ^'opper pj-oes tvjth ft hole m the middle, that they 
maybe ftrung, thpy at? foil pf charaftet? , the^etaj 
IS neither purp jijof >v^ll himrhered s andj althq* they 
thick, {one T}]hy ^eak thcrri -one's fingers 5f 
oije fti^^ve 3 ten of thefe makft a pCnny, ten of avhich 
are the tenth j|art of the Chinele crown, called by 
the Portuguefej ftt ths ludi^, TdoJj and bj them 
ielws Leam^- ■v^hich crown amounts to fiv /hillings 
>^‘ta«o pence half ll?awy». and of a farthing 
I This crowo p^ece^^ not coined >01)1 any /lamp or 
image on It, a'iourmoneyjn Europe is, ^eChmefe 
iilvcr monc> is not made w any dcte/minate regular 
•form, they t-ike for* money any jrrcgular pieces or 
•*^ts of filver by >veight, .which if they do not be 
. Ii?ve-t9 be good jjlver they cut afundcr Thisthey 
pi^ftife to prevent fxlfe ai)d couoferfeit monUy> and 
they are fo cipert m guefUng at the gpodncfs and 
ya}ue of inyt pipte of fiker by looking on it onl) » 
thatithey arefiydoni ipdbdccn, efpecially if it be 
meljid’ after the manner ptailifed there 

They know chegoodne/s of it three waj s , by the 
cp]ouf, by feveni iittle holes vjhich are made m it 
^/-the mehrngpqt, and divers- fnlMl arcles which 
’ the air mikes on the furfacc of the metal %\ hen it 
bools nfrer nieitjlig ff thecolour be white, the holes 
-Onallr'ind deep, il^hc-arclcs be manv, and thofe 
clo/c, and very fine, erpecciWy foivard chccetictrof 
picrernhen the fiJycr w put? but the more it 
Offers flom thefo tfiftre qualities Co much the more 
alloy nt has 

^ ^ Q o exphln mv fclf better. I mufl tell >ou, they 
^irTdc tbar'divtr* with rcfpCA to its punt), into a 
hundred forts as N\e dt> gold aito four and tweht) , 
c?llcd cants . the filvcr which is current in trade is 
*£1 the forts between thdrfhticthandUie-hundrcdth 
V. fore 
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fort or degree "of purity. * If it be of a bater^llf|^y 
they •will not take it, but punilh thofe wha offer it. 
They take our money as filver of (he fourfcbiV^Jl^ 
fifteenth fort, tho* tliofe, vfho (inderftand filVer-well; 
judge it to be but o'f the fourfcore'and third fort" at 
moft; fo that in 'an hundred ounces of our filver 
there are feven ‘ of alloy, or, 'which' is alb one,' ap 
hundred ounces of it is worth but ninety three ^of 
line filver. . i ' I , 


' As for goldf- it'never pafles in China formone^ 
no more than jewels do; they buy it 'as thejT do 
other goods or merchandife, and the Europejftvl 
Inake a good market of it, becaufe in China a pound 
of gold bears but the fame proportion to a pound of 
filver as one does to ten, -whereas among us itisa^ 
one to fifteen, fo that the merchant gets by it g^ie- 
tally a third part. * . * ** 

Since almoll every thing is there fold by weight* 
amongft feveral fort of fcales, they make ufe of a 
fmall portable balance, kept in 'a fmall vamifhed 
cafe, -which is very light artd ufcful ; they are 
thing dike the Roman balance, cbnfifting of a 
difii, an arm, and ii weight that Aides up and tk*” 
that arm, which is made of ivory or ebony, in iJ' 
nefs, length, and Aiapc like a pen ; itis*divlA 
into three fm-nll parts, otf three diffwent furfacq* 


weignis oi luiT. i weigh very tucO 

and cxaftl) ; for in thofe, whmc arm Is of ^any ca^ 
(idcrablt length, ihc thour»a(jj;h plrt -oracroS? 
will fcnfibly turn the fcalc. • ** * - T 

Then: ere t«o forts of thofe fcales, onc'ml^' 
, agreeable to the ancient balances, which arc ufetS’’ 
V coiirts of juaiee i the beam of thie is^b 

fo that eeery divifioa on^"bcmtc:^hn'h7A 
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'df a ^o^^r penny ; fo that ferenty-two Chinefe fous 
or^;p?mies wejgK exaftly a French 'crown, or an 
pOnce nglifh. But the common balance, which js 
mofl ufed in China, is fommyhat different from this, 
fora French crown will weigh feventy-three divifions 
of this beam ; this I thought myfelf obliged to 
Jake notice of. that ^ may the better underftand 
what the relktions hitherto have fo much differed 
about. , - 


- ^he Chinefe divide their pound weight,' as we 
into fixteen dunces, each ounce into ten parts 
^ed Tfien j each of thcfe info ten penny weights; 
and each of thefe again into ten grains. There are 
sj great i^fany other divifions, which decreafe in the 
fame proportion that one hai to ten, which divifions 
sCf language has no names for. Altho^ thefe fmal- 
Icr dudfions come almoft’to nothing when fijTgle in 
the fcale, yet in great tnffick they reckon wem, 
wliere the multiplication of them arlfes to a confide- 
rat^le dim . In ihott,’ iCwe fuppofe that our crown 
fnould ^eigh thrfe drachms, or one and twen^ 
penny* weights and eight grains, then fhe Chinele 
potfnd will contain nbwtccn ounces, .three drachmS, 
two penny weights, thirteen grains JJ. And on the 
contrary, our pound wdl contain thirteen ounces 
Cfunefc, one* Tpen, and four penny weights, un* 
derrtanding thefe two laft weights as they arc cx- 
phined abovCi • 

to the cximmttfmeafurcs in ufe in this empire; 
f hey by cli vers perfons beetl reprefented in dtf- 
rf^rent manners j of thofe who have wrote 

upor; this fubjedl, fomc have had rccourfc to the 
TTiMfurcs of one province, others to thofe of another. 

cxan>vie 3 all of thcmcarcfullj*, and do think 
thatVatriCrvcrbic*ft’s incafiircs, which they ufe in the 
mathematical court, arc the exafteft. The Chinefe 
is ;.'cry little different^m ours j not but that 

oursis fomcwhatlongCTyalmoft butthisdiffc* 

-• V X 2 fence 
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fence is nothing with the Chinefe, who do not flart'd 
fo nicely and ftriftly to their meafure 
which the people have to meafure with, ar^ 
contend and quarrel by. 

The civil government of the Chinefe does not; 
'Only prefide over the towns, but extends alfo over 
'the highways, which they make handfome and eafiiy 
paflable. The paflages for their wata'- are in feve^al 
places fenced in ivith ftone walls for tne convenience 
of travelling, over which there are a great numb^ of 
bridges, which unite the towns and the fields tog^ 
^her. Canals are alfo cut for the water to pais thro* 
all the towns of the fouthem provmcesi^ to make 
their ditches more fecure, and the towns n^re ple^j 
fant. In low and marihy grounds, they tfespw up^ 
prodigious long banks, which keep their roadV I..1. 
thofe' parts goods to perfoim which they iHck at 
410 coft, cutting a paflageeven thro’ mountains when 
they ftand in their way. * , 

The road from Sigan to*.Hamchou is cn.e.gf^the 
ftrangeft pieces of work in the Vvorldf They fa^, 
•for I myfelf have never yet feen it, that upon thp 
fide of fome mountains which are perpendicular, 'knd 
have no Ihelving, they have fixed large beams into 
them, upon which beams they ^ve. mad^a 
fort of balcony without rails, which 'reaches ^tnr^^ 
feveral mountmns in thatfiilhions thofe, who /are. 
not ufed to this fort of gaJUiries, travel over j,th^ 
in a great deal of pain, afraidNif fome ill^ acadept 
or other: but the people of the Ija- 

zardous *, they have mules'SJt^ to this fort 
voids, which travel with as little fear or copcem 
over thefe fteep and hideous precipices, as tjiey 
Could do in the beft or platneft ^earis^^ I 
other places expofed mylclf very much byl&owing 
too rafhly my guides. 

- One can’t iirunginc. whsf care they take tP makvT 
the common ro^ conveidwc for pafiage. They. 
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nrc-'ft'drfcbre feet brcW or very near it , ^he foil of 
them i&Iight and loon dry when it has left oJFrain 
fom^provinces there are on the fight and 
TTat hand caufeways for the foot pa/Iengers, which 
are on both f dcs fupported by long rows of trees, 
and oftentimes terrafled wth a ■ivalT of eight or ten 
- feet Jugh on each fide, to keep paifengers out of the 
^eiertr Nfiverthelefi. thefe walls have breaks, where 
^oads crofs oje tbe other, and they all terminate at 
fome gr“at town • 

• There are feveral wooden machines made Jrke 
•>SH,umphal arches fet up in the roads about a mrfe 
and a half diftant from each other, about thirty feet 
lugh, wtech have three doors, over which is h-rote, 
^pon yiarge fnze, m chandlers fo lai^e as raiy be 
aad^ almoft half a quarter of a mile difiance, how 
■^arlt IS from tl^e town jou left, and how Far to the 
town you are going to , fo that you. has e no nee^ 
Vf guides here, for you may by th“fe direiSEIons fee 
what place the road leads to, and from whence you 
farjp u./tae already gone, and how far 
>-y“ou have yet to»go 

Vriie great ctre, which they have taken to lay out 
atl thefe difiances by the line, makes the account 
which thefe mfcnptions give to be pretty fufc , y^et 
»*bcy ore nqt equal, betaufe the miles m fome pro 
Vinces are longer tfon in others It has happened 
> hkcwift that fome of fhell arches, being ruined and 
.J!yia,fumed by dccav have not been fet up 

cxadlly.n the fams^^law , but generally fpeaking they 
^Trrrfw.. ■C.^good m^urc of tTle hipm oiy s, brides 
"that n feveral p4jce5^cy are no fmall omamCnt 
On one fide of thclc ways, about the fiunc dilbincc, 
*yc fix’d little towers made of earth call up, on \vhich 
Aif^^eM^'^Kcpmperor’sftandardy ncarjtrs ajodge 
for or country nufta 'ITicJc arc made ufc 

of m time of rcbcll on, or mdecd at any other tune, 

’50 casry any expreft rf o^fion be, or to hand J«fc« 

^ a front 
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from one to another \ but cfpecialiy they takj^ care 
to ftop highwaymen and robblrs. ^ 

Every man who goes by armed is obligeSi^ give 
tin account whence he came, whither he is goin^Tnjt^- 
upon what bufinef^, and muft (hew his pats. *Bcfides * 
thefe guards, in cafe of an alarm, give a helping 
^nd to travellers>and ftop all thofe who are fulpeifled 
or accufed of robbery. Among the mighty 
of inhabitants which are in China, f great part 
which fcarceknow how'to get a fubfilLence, a body ^ 
avould imagine \hat abundance muft needs turn 
a lieves •, yet one may travel there with as great 
fafety as here. I have travelled there (lx thou&rfo^ 
miles, up and dovra, thro* almoft all the provinces, 
and was never but once in danger of bein^robbed, 
"Four ftrange horfemen followed me for a wtMe da^ 
together, but the roads were fo full of travellke^^ 
and down, that they could never got the coaft 'clear 
for a quarter of an hour together, and fo (ell (hort 
of their aim * • 

' Their pofts are as well regulated as ours ^Eur ope 
are, at the emperor’s folecH’irge,--’'5hasfiJf^tHaf eu^ 
maintains a great number of horfe *' The couriers go*" 
from Pekin for the capital cities , the vIceroy?«.of 
■which, as foon as they havejeceived the difpatchcs 
from court, fend them forth\yIth by other courlcis 
to the towns of the firft taiftc j from whence thiry^ 
nre by thefe governors conveyed to thofe of tht fe- 
cond rank under their juri(di&ion , and from thencp^ 
they are tranftnltted to tlftrtirtJqs^of the third 
It is true thefe pofts were not eftabliihed'for thS 
conveyance of private lettetgi ;i_y^ thtf * puarnTitersw^ 
for a little money, undertake tocarty letters for pri- 
vate men, as they always do for the xniftionahes, 
whOj find it as fure a way ^ th^*' ufrd^n Eur ^rt . 
and much lefs chargeable, * ^*a<**/ ' 

As it is a matter of importance that the crrtp^r*s 
' be quickly tranfmltted, fo it is a great par^ 
. ' - % ' of ' 
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of tho=» Mandarines cgre t<> fee^that the roads be 
good;^d the 'emperor, to keep them '^the more 
to this, fpreads a -report,' that he intends 
‘iEortly; to vifit this or that province. The gd- 
vemors of thofe provinces fpare no charge or pains 
to repair thoie roads, becaufe > it not onlj^ concerns 
.their fortunes, but fbmetimes their life,' if this cars 

As I once|pafied juft by a^village ‘of the third 
rank, in the province of Xenfi, they ‘told me that^ 
>th£ governor had Juft hanged himftlf f hro' delpair, * 
Jeft he ftiould not have time enough to repair a 
road thro* which the emperor was to pafs to the 
capital t^ivn. The emperor neverthelefs never went 
^ejounfey, fo that the Mandarine might have faved 
his by by a little patience. But yet, a!! the c>re, 
-wSich the Chitjefe can^ ufe, will never prevent a 
mighty inconvenience which happens to thofe wh6 
tjavel in their roads. « ' 1 

The foil of China is mighty light,' and very 
reiiah-ota^en by thy ^vaft multitudes '^7ho travel, 
(£>me bn mcSI^^^irne on camels, others^ih litters, 
and again others in chariots, fo that ■■ the roads arc 
pijrfeftly ground mto very fine powder ; when this is 
nifed by travellers, and carri^ about fay the winds, 
i.\is enough to bimd»all paftoigera* if they havp 
havp dot milks or vdls on themi Thro* thefc 
►clouds you muft continually make your way, ^nd 
•IhcJs them In infte^yl^^sf'air, during whole jour* 
aics together. Vrlien the weather is hot, and 
t hm ficc^ Icarce arty one,* except a ni- 

'{i^e, oan withfta».uiit^ hive fometimes been forccii 
to delift from my journey and come back again. 

of all thar whollbme inftitutions there is no- 
Ki^C'vhW/conJJributes fo much to the keeping up 
psj?c2antr order, as docs tlicir method* orfevying 
the emperor’s revenue. They' arc nor troubled in 
?Quna,wilh fyeh fwarms^f ofScers and comminio- 
*.V 4 nets 
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i^ci^ as \\c are AU the cft'^Jcs tli^e arc ft?£afuredj 
and all the families fegiftcred j and^ Vlihtfoevfcr tne 
emperor is to have by cucifc on gopfls, or 
perfons, is pubhckly ktiov.n , cVety body bni)gsv?fiac 
IS due from him, to the Martdnnnes oif*governora of 
the towns of the third rartkj^^'foritbcrc is no patti 
cular recCKcr apptanted Thofi?< ' \\jio neglefl tQ, 
bring m their dues^ do not loft, by 
jwhich 'would btf to puniftt -the mnocj nt of that aK 
5raily with the guilty » but the petlona fo-offend 
* ,jng filfier impnfonrtieftt, and \itide*-go the baftmrdo 
till they "have mide fttisfadlion ' i 

Thefe iMandarmes of the Joiver nmk (give in an 
^iccount of wliat they receive, to a general officer of 
the province, who aecomits voth the poi^tof 
,km, whith. looks after tlie publick. ekchctjv^^^ A 
•great partiof the re,ve;iae js difburfedjupandaowht 
the provmces m peuiions, talanes* Yoldiers pay, and 
publick buddings 'what is over is earned to Pekin, 
Jo maintaip the ettifiefor’s court, und other expences 
in that town, v/hfere the ^»n^ror 
pbove an hundred ;ihd-fixty thou'ftHti'icgular troo^^ 
to whom, as well as to thejMandarmes, is'gi^en 
out every day meat, fiffi, nee, peafe, ai d ftraiVj 
Recording to every one’s rank, befides their cfehftint 
pay* which they regulatly*receiver ^ j ^-,1^ 
a That, \yhich comes from the fouthern provinces, 


js alone fufficient to anfwer this expencp, this they/i 
bring by Water m the vefiels » y6t, 

fire lo jealous the rt^nub'^ould at any tnxv 
Ihortjof ^he ^dburferaents, 
ax? piagaaihes of nee before 1^ri5?=»Cifficient for thre^ 
years i which will keep a greit while if it/be iwell 
tanned and jnwed, and althb’ it looks not fo 
nor taftes fo pleafantly as new xicCj 
more wholfome -and nounftiing * -*7 

riThis numerous army about the emper-or,^'veU 
looked after* duly .pa^ij^jand exactly difcipUneti,, 
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-pne^ wctild think, Jh^ld awe al] Afia } yet their 
jdlenefs^nd the » fmall ufe they ever have occa- 
fton^jiSif^ake qf that weapons, ‘does contnbute to 
them as mnch as their natural effemina- 
cy The weftem Tartarsr do not value their num- 
bers draw, and frequently fay in derifion of them, 
that the neighing of a Tartary horfe is enough 
all the Chinefe cavalry 

Yet, they «ake all ■potfible care to have good 
fcfldiers, for tneytake no officers iiitothe guards', till 
•they have made trial of their ftoutnefs, ikill, and 
v^gJSJt^nty m mihtary affairs They are regularly ex 
jimined* fo that as learned men have their doiflors to 
examine ^em, fo thcfe havealfo their profeflbrs 
^ Thej|/ officers do n^larly excrcife their com- 
'Ip-jniey they form them into fquadrons, march them, 
>i^<i£rtthem to divide thar files, to march thro' nar- 
rotv paflages, ffiew them to give the onfet, to mlly 
at the found of the comet or trumpet , befides, 
“^ihey are very dexterous m managing their bow, or 
hanHl.^ fcymtCM^ yet foon broke, 4nd by the 
fSftthing^^m‘-t7F"wwId put inro diforder The 
■^ocrafion of this I apprehend to be, becaufe in the 
education of their youth they never mftil into them 
principles of honour and bravery, as we do as foon 
ever they are big enough to know what weapons 
• are ^ The Chmefe are always talking to their chil 
i^dren of gravity, policy, law, and government , they 
^ iriways fet books anjl iettg s m their view, but ne- 
*** yer a fword into thafTwnds fo that having fpent 
t heiy •ynnthful.w davs behind tJre counter, or at the 
-'fiar7 they Jcnow^-iT^hcr courage but that of de- 
fending obftinafely an dl aufe, and are lifted into 
the foldicry on no other confidention, but that 
will be no occafion for fighting, 
po'bcy hinders herebj a great many 
domeftick feuds and difturbances , but, sit the fame 
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time it docs expofe its rub|efts hereby the In* 
fults of foreigners, which is ten times woi^. * 
Thus, my lord, 1 have /ct bcfq»'c yoiHis^ieral 
feheme of the government of China, of 
people have fpoke fuch wonders, and which is in- 
deed admirable for its antiquity, for the wifdom of 
its maxims, for the plainncls and uniformity of Its. 
laws, for that exemplary virtue whh*h it 
duced in a long fucceflion of cmperois, for tiiat rt'^ 
^larity and order which it has kept the people in, 
^in defpite of civil or foreign wars j which, not- 
withftanding, like the reft of the things of tlyi 
world, is fubjeift to a great many inconveniences ( 
to rebellions, which have depopulated whole pro- 
vinces, to the injuftice of feme princes\;ho have* 
abufed their power, to the avance of Mam^rinj;s, 
who have often oppreflM the people, to 
from abroad, and trcache/y from ‘home, to fuch a 
number of changes, as would have unhinged the very 
government ana laws, if a more politick people,-" 
than are the Tartars, were,fiear enough^jih’S-gg^x^e 
to introduce their own metho3T>f"^o?^ment. 

It would, my lord, be a piece of flattery to my- 
felf, to imagine, that I have by this tedious accobnt 
added any thing to thatimmenfe ftorc of knowIedj»e 
which you have drawn 'frpm -the beft fprings ^ 
antiq\nty, from the converfation of the' moft mge- 
juous of the modems, and from the management^ 
of the moft momentor ^^ g^ irs, or (which 
greater fountain of undei5anttE?,g) from your owt? 
natural wit and mganuity, which Ifcp Ji f 

I may ufe the expreflion) countries^ 

and a philofopher of all ages. * 

But I am fur^ you will be ghd to fee, that the 
tmeft maxims of good policy are 
ftrangers in the Eaft 5 and that, *jf ChinS 
form fo great mintfters 'as you are, it forms 
) enough to underftand yeoir worth, and to follow*? 

your 
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your and improve thcmielves from the copy 
'y(xi fet tncm, if they dbuld but know you. I am, 
in the^ft profound manner, 

• JjsrSt 

Your Binintnc^s mojl chedknt 
I and tn^ humble Servant, 

L. J. 

y LETTER X. 

my Lord Cardinal de Bouillon. 

Centeming the Ancient and Modern Rehgion of 
. China. 


> 1 ^ Dp not at all wonder that your highnels is pleaf- 
A^’Sd to hear relations of China. It belongs only 
to great princes to be thoroughly acquaints with 
•f^h^at concerns the feveral kingdoms of the 
WGrld, and to make a true judgment of the power 
And grandeur of empires. God, who has fent fuch 
^n into the world to it, has given them 

t.’^riCre than ordIn^:AxOBify and knowledge to per- 
form it ; fo th^, my lord, if»I take upon me the 
lordfhip with what re- 
peatKl 'voyages for *the {pace of feveral years have 
giveft me to know In tl^ affair, it is not fo much 
sen in it, as to beg your highnefs’s 
lju3&St:U--idf it. ♦ 

"T my fay this ftill with more truth when I 
laye the honour to writc,to you of religion. This 
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is more particularly your qonctrn } and*I**may fty» 
'that if your quality, your ingenuity, and your in- 
comparable learning have made ycu -abovbsiymcn 
our judge i your eminent dignity in the cljurcncrt).- 
hges \is, in facred concerns, to ‘'hear and confulc 
your highnefs as our oracle. 

’Tis on this profpcA, my lord, that I now pres 
fent to you thefc memoirs with r^SSS 3 *^if, 
which the cuftoms of the Chtnefe ard the rcamt>t^ 
of their book^ have fuggefted to me concerning 
tlieir religion, being of tms mind, that, after lo 
many different opinions and long difputcs 
have for a whole' age divided the moft learned 
miflionaries, there Is no Way Dooming to 

decifion, than to obtain your highnefs*s\udgm«;^ 
therein. . ‘ ^ 

Religion has always had a great ffiare in 
ing the greateft kingdoms, whlcn could never fup- _ 
port themfelves, were not the people^s minds qncf 
hearts tied together by the outward Worihip of foirfe" 
deity 5 for people are nate gally 
rather follow the guidance ofwmailn r«ron.-«<v^ 
was therefore for this reaibn that the ancieiit^kw- 
^vers always made ufe of the knowledge of the 
true God, or of the falfe ntaxims of idolatry, 
bring the barbarous natioirs under th^yoke of ^eir 
government. ^ * / 

China, happier in its foundation than any otha5^ 
nation under the ‘fun, chief of th qr.bdli s^ 

maicims of fh«r ancient religi^ from thq fount«n 
head. The childr&i df h ^pah, 
all over the eaftern parts and, in»ail pi^ 

bability, founded this empire, being themfelves in 
the time of the deluge witneflM of jhe omniRpte^ce^ 
of their Creator, transmitted the 
and inftdled the fear of him into all their^^'?^T 
'dants *, the foot-fteps, which we find in thar hi- 
Soiics, vnll not let us6^bt the truth of»this. < ■ 
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* Fohi, the firft empJi^r of China, carefully br^ 
up forts of creatures, which he ufed to ia- 

the fupreme Spirit of heaven and earth. 
*For thi? rcafon fome caHed him Paohi, that Is, Ob- 
lation ; a name, v/hich the greateft /hints of the old 
and new teftament would have been proud to have, 
hnd-^vidch was referyed fprhim alone,.who made 
JfcMi/elf an oHatlon both for /hints and fnners. 

Hoamti, tjJ; third emperor, built a temple to the 
fovereign Lord of heaven , ^nd Rltho* Judea had 
^he honour of confecrating to him one more rich 
ari2 magnificent, hallowed even by the pre/ence of 
oitr Creatpr, and the prayers of our Redeemer, jt 
^is no frtall glory to China, to have facnficed to 
"weir C'^wtor in the moft ancient temple of the world. 
^^CvOuen hio, the fifth emperor, thought after- 
wards, that on# place was too narrow to contain 
,the fervices p^d to the Lord of the univerfe. He 
•^erefore inftituted priefts or ecclefiafiicaJ Mandt- 
rineg nii everal provinces, to prefide over the facri- 
(i^es. ftrift command to obferve 

‘that div»ne fervice ^ras performed with all humility 
refpeft, and that all the religious ceremonies 
were ftri» 5 lly obferved. 

his fuccefibr, took as much care of reli- 
gion as he had done. Hiflorics relate, that the 
^emprefs his wife, being barren, begged children of 
Sod during the facnfice ^vith fuch fenmur and 
*^jmeftnefs, that ftj-\ilMiceived in a few days, and 
Ibmejiftie _afteiy<^ brought bed of a fon, who 
'<ras*~^mou 5 ^'ro^ t^''»:Mbrty emperors focce/Tively 
reigned of his family. 

i;ioandCh3n, thetwopnneeawho fucceeded him, 
famoi'iWor their piety and for thewilHom of 
ri^A^^Cfomcnts, that it is very likely that religion 
was Iwl more JbutiQiing during their reigns. 
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It is alfo very probable, fiiat the three (uccee’dlhg 
families did preferve the knowledge of 
bout 2 odo years, during the reigns of 8o cmperSfs^ 
Ilnce the learnedeft among the Chinefe maintain, that, 
before the fuperftitions introduced with the god To 
into China, there were no idols or flatues fecn. Th*^ 
is certain, that, during all that fpace of 
obfervation of the emperor Yao*s n^ims •\vasV<* 
commended to the princes, of whidi the moft ef- 
fentbil and principal was concerning the worihig of 
the fovereign Lord of the world ; and altho* io i^ 
emperors have been fo wicked as to rejeft themio 
far, as even to threaten Heaven itfelf, fooli/k- 
ly challenge it to fight, they have beemneverth^ 
lefs looked upon as monfters ; and other l^peroiy 
about that time have dilcovered by their 
good fenfe of religion. * *• 

Vouvam, the firft of the third line, did himfelf,' 
according to ancient cuftom, offer facrifices, and his- 
brother who bore him a palfionate love, ^d_t>ippfrht 
his life ftill neceflary for "^pod-’'‘c>‘ the kio^ 
dom, feeing him one day in danger of dying, uro- 
ftrated himfelf before the Divine Majefty to beg^is 
recovery. It ts youy O Lordy faid he, have given 

bim to his people > be is eur^fatbery he tsour malterT' 
If voe fall into any difordeTy "who can Jit us to rifbts 
again fo ivell as be ? And tf eve follow exaSlly what^ 
thou hajl tnfptred him i^t e ^ ^cb uSy eihy piintjheji thfU^ 
us by taking hm ^ As^or^ifr^f^ Lvrdy continueS^ 
the good prince, l^can be but ntAehrv ^pvblf ^ 
this world i if you defire 

fer up my life with all my heart for a facnficcy tf 
you will be pleafed to fpare my majlery my king, 
my brother. The hiftory fays, 
heard, for he died as foon as he ’had 
petition. An esrample which demonftrates, that not 
only the tenour of reli^on was preferved among; 
thofe people, but farthw^that they followed the 
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of the pureft •charity, which js the very 
^uintcfl^cc and perfrflion of religion. 
-...JhsfTchim-^am, h« Ton and fucceflbr, gave fuch 
bright 'fnarks of his piety, towards the end of his 
hfc, that it leaves us no room to doubt of the truth 
what I have advanced. You lhall hear what 
'hea^ient Chinefe books lay of him: This prince, 
^?^hey, wht had always regulated his behaviour 
Wording to tfie ordinances of the fupreme Gover- 
nor of heaven, fell datigcroufly iH in the fiftieth 
yetfr of his age, and thirty-fevcnth of his reign. 

he knew the danger he was in, he cai-id to- 
gether the principal officers of his court, v ith a 
t^fominate his fucceflbr, and that ht m^ht 
^it neighing which was ufually performed on luch 
he aroCe from his throne where i»e>ad 
"^dered his feruants to»fet him? he made them 
Waft his hands and face, death him with his im- 
^rial habits, and put his crown on his head •, and 
the n, leanin g on a table of prcdous Hone, he ipake 
manner. 

^ My ficknefs S every day worfe and worfe, for 
‘ ^s* has Heaven ordain’d j I fear death will feize 

* upon me, and therefore thought myfelf obliged to 
.i-» 4 ^uaint you with mv lall will. You know how 
‘ great the r«putation 01 my ftther and grandfather 

* was, and how bright the examples of virtue, which 
^ jhey fet the empire, did^pear. I was very un- 

orthy to fill the which thefe great men 

* ‘fat i notwithfta^ing, I did {pieced them, I do 

*»rte/erTttfei^fi»-'dflcnovdfcJge my ignorance and un- 
‘ fitnels. ^ * 

* It is for this reafon perhaps, that Heaven has 
Set^nsen’d tl y^ ays of my re^, I ought in this, 
ali other things, to acquiefeej for 
-^-ySu^llave all feen that I have hitherto received its 
\ orders with an humble ftar, and a profound refpeA. 
f I have endeavour’d to Callow them, without ever 
*■ deviating 
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*• deviating from them the lead in the world**, I haj'c 

* alfo all my life time had in my heart my^ceftors 
‘ inftruftlons touching my duty to I Ieaverv**Ei;jl5^ 
‘ my people. On thefe two heads I cannot acctift. 
‘ myfclf of any fault, and, if my life has had any 
‘ reputation, it is all ovnng to that tcachablenefs, 
*■ which has brought down upon me the bleflings of 
‘ the fov^relgn Mafter of the world.f , 

‘ Itjs on your account thatlfpeakjlus (addrclTui^ 

* himfelf to hi» eldeft (bn) it is on your account, 

* oh, my fon 5 be you the inheritor of your ancedors 
‘ virtue, rather than of my power and crown^-^-X* 
‘ make you a king,* *tts all that you can have of me j 
‘ be a wife, virtuous, and unblameable )^ce, this 

‘ I command you, and the whole empirtt expe<S;^ 
‘ from you.” - ^ \. * i , 

Under the reigns of«thi$ princf and his fon*^=fg? 
Tvas, that peace, honefty, and judice reigned 
China, fo that they oftentimes fent their prjfon^^ 
to dig or plough the grounds, or get in the corn, 
without thinking that the fe^s ^of piimih^ .'s.TH^t'biuId 
make them run away. After J.atVelt they catnip 
again to reedve th^t punifliment ofi their* feults 
which the Mandarines Iwd appointed. 

Laftly, if we examine ■well the hiftory of 
we lhall ftill find, that for ^hree hundspd years after# 
that is to fay, down to the times of the emperor j 
Yeouvam, who reigned right hundred years before^ 
Chnft, idolatry had ndbcowigted this people^.,Jb- 
that they have preferved the kn!>^ledge of, the tniff 
God for near two*thoulai*i^earsj«a24‘-i';;!“ivifc sajr 
their Maker in fuch a manner aS rffay lerve t«th for 
an example andinfiru^Uon to chriftians themfelves. 

They had all along a ftrift care tg breed URj;>e ^3 
for facrifices, and to maintain priijrts 
up; befides, that the internal worfhip 
■was prefenbed, they did oblige themfelves to a mco 
\ . obfervatbK/ 
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bbfcrvatlon of eveil 't^l5 HnalMlt: ccrenionles which 
might lA^iny ways be ferviccable to the peopic’s edi- 
fiMtion ; the em^trcflos did fheriiJelvcs breed up filk- 
worms, find with their own hands worked coverings 
for the albu^, and habits for the priefts. The empe- 
rore have oftentimes tilled the grbund, which produ- 
ced the com or wine deftined for /acred ufes. Again, 
t^ 'priefts ne\^r dared to offer /acrifices before the 
^ople, unlefs prepared for it by an abftinence of three 
or feven days from conjugal enjoymcSits, They have 
had* their folemn faft-days, and days of prayer in 
publ’ck, efpecially when the empire laboured under 
any publick calamit)’, either by barrennefs, by floods, 
by earthquakes, or ^vars from abroad. 

. * With this out'vard wor/hip it is, that the emperors 
ptp-^jrc themfelves for warj for taking upon them- 
'^^fves the government, or vifiting the provinces } 
.«nd that Heaven may favour their enterprifes with 
f^efs, they inquire of th«r fubjedts of their own 
faults, that they may amend them, believing that all 
pubilok caiamide? -iv occafionecT thro’ their ill go- 
vernment. "We m^et witha/ignal inftance of this 
in hi/lbfy, which I cannot forbear reciting. 

ursiverfal b.arrennefs having continued over all 
dhi** provinces for feven years together (\vhich time 
feems not far diftant fromlhe /even years of barren- 
oae/s of which the feriprure fpcaks, and perhaps this 
7itSiig a little looked into may ferve to amend or con- 
«ur chronology * Inc people were reduced to 
extreme want •, anv|/?vl\en prayerj, fafts, and other 
aifte-'u!*' wcre.»if^ without fuccefs, the 

emperor 'not kna^?l^{| any means proper to beufed 
to gaitrrehef from this pubhek misfortune, after h.av- 
ing ofp'red to Qsd feveral faCrifices to appeafe his in- 
'^fK hVr*'*. « 

died i7;3y<3r»befbre'tRe birth of Telus ChrilT, 
and the fevm years of fc.'ircitjr* according to'the fcrTpiufe, hap- 
^eHd t743^eari before the famebir.li 
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dilation, he rcfolvcd at to offer up l^imfel^ror 
a facrifice. 

For this purpofc he railed together the^Ief 
Ions of his kingdom, m the prefence of«thcm '3h 
dirmantled himlclf of his royal apparel, and cloathed 
himfelf meanly. In this habit, with his head and 
nee bare, in the fame fafliion that a criminal appears 
betore a judge, hc^ marched attenJed by his whole, 
court, to a mountain a good diftanej from the to>?>i 
Whw, proftnitlng himfelf before the divine Majedy, 
to whom he paid his adorations nine times, he fcake 
m thefe words : O Lordy }ou know the mtferas to 
‘i^btcb we are t educed. It ts Jins which have 
brought them upon my peophy I come hitdtr to own and 
t^knowledge it in the prefence of heaven and earfh. 
^ r ^ better amend my fault Sy give me leave^ 
O Lordy of all the worlds to ask %ohat aUton o^ mint 
has more particularly given you ofenee. Is it the fplen^ 
dor of my palace ? I will take care to retrench what tS 
fuperfimut: perhaps the profufenefs of my tahle^ 
the delicacy and voluptuoufnefs of it have brought thti 
fcarcity. heieafter nothing fballi'e feen there but thrift. , 
ti^efs and temperance, ^e laws permit to tite<be lift 
of concubtnesy but perhaps you dtjltke that I habe too 
^ number. And. a ll' 

this be not fuffictent to appeafeyour juji fndtgnatiotiyanTj 
you muji have an oblation y behold onCy O Lordy latpC 
heartily willing to d‘e, if thou wilt Jpare this 
people . let ram com'i-from''beaven on their Jie^ t^‘ 
relieve their neceffitieSy and thihker on my^head to>fa-\ 
tisfy your jujltce. ' X- ^ 

The prince’s piety touch’d tht cloudsffor the air 
was prefently overcaft, and an univerfal rain<-imme- ' 
^tely fell, which did in due feafon bring forth a 
truitful harvefV r 


. 'wiivji Mill ,1, uuc leaion Dnngrortna 

miitful harveft. When idolaters ^^m frajidaJ^cJfi at^ r 

o/JsfusChrift, weufe the exarnpl^^vdi^-** 


the death o. w 

«fvu^ juftify Our fdth. You not only approv 
nis adhon, fay we tb^hem, in which orc of yeur 

emperors ^ 
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ctnptrors difrob’d hlmrelrtf all that \feis magnificait, 
and offerVl htmfelf a facnfice for his fubjefls j but 
you admire it, antf recommend it to poftcrity as a fit 
jjtfttem foT all. the princes of the world : how then 
can you dlflike that exceflivc love and kindnefs; 
which made Jefus Chrift offer hinifclf ap oblation 
an^facrifice for all men; and dcfpoil hiitlfelf of the 
^’ghtnefs of his Majefty, to inveft us one day with 
glory and divinity ? 

Thefe footfteps of the true feligion, which we find 
yn China forfo many ages together, carry us naturally 
^to make a refledtion, which will juftify fhe jJrovidence 
of the Almigljty in the government of the world. 

• Pe^le are fometimes amazy^ that China and the In- 
dies have been overfliadow'd by the clouds and dark- 
nofs of idolatry, almoft ever fince the bihh of our 
Saviour, while Greece, a gr®it part of Africk, and 
almoft all Europe, have cnjoyM the clear light of 
fait^ij but they never confidcr, that China* fortwtf 
^houfand years, had the knowledge of the (rut God, 
and have praftis’d the moft pure morality* while 
<Eiiropc apd almofl: ^1 the world wallowed in error 
and c^ihption. 

, Goc I, in the diffribution of his gifts, iS n6t an (jn- 
jijft rcfpailcr of perfons ; yet he has laid out his times,* 
toilet his grace ffrine forth in due fcafon, which, like 
•liio fiin, •nfcs and fets in different parts of the world, 
according as people make a good or bad ufe of it. 

, V I do rtot know whether I may make bold to add, 
that is the flin, whi/j?by its copftant motion hides 
itfelf to foihc? ihewitfelfib others, has notwith- 
ffanding, at* the year’s enS, diftnbuted to every coan- 
'trjiits eqdal portion of light and watmth ; fo God by 
“^he fecret and hidd^ courfe df hiS grace and fpirit, 
^hi^h* h^^ been corilmumcated to the world, hath 
<?qSt^Il7''divid«i them to all people in the world, tho* 
in dif^rent manners, and at different times How- 
eve^ Tc be, that God has made his wife diftnbution of 
> grace. 


3^4 Conctrmng the Ancftnl and Mci^crn 
grace, I am furc of all naAons China has Icaft rtafon ^ 
to Complain, findc no one has rccav'd a laigcr portion 
than Hie. i * 

The knowledge of the true God, w^nich lafted 
many ages after the reign of Cam-vam, and in all 
prbbabihty, a long while after the time of Confuclu^ 
was not always fupported m the fame purity, l^cir 
minds were pofrefled by idolatry, and their marm^rs 
became fo corrupt, that the true farth, being butlhs, 
ocCafion of greater ill, tvas by little and little taken 
away from them by the juft judgment of God. A“| 
mong all the fupsrlVttions which follow’d hereupon, 
there were two forts which were principolly eda-' 
biifhed, and do, between them at this present, com*' 
pfeherid almoft all the eirtpire. 

Li Laokun gave rife to the firft of thefe. He was. 
a philofopher who lived beforcConfucius ; his birth 
.was prodigious, if you believe what hts followers fay ofl 
it: for his mother carried him more than fomfcorc, 
years in her flanks, from whence, a little before her^ 
death, he fprang out of her ri^ht fldc, which opened 
itfelf. This monller, to the forrow of hjs countp^»' 
fui^ved his mother, and by his pernicTous'cloCtrine 
in a fhort time grew famous : nevcrthclefs he wotf 
feveral ufeful books ; of virtue, of the good of avoid- 
ing honour, of the contempt of riches, of that in- 
comparable rctircdnefs of mind, which fqjarates^ 
front the world th^^better to know ourfelves«*^He 
often repeated the following fcntence, \ffhich he^ 
faid was the foundation of wifdom. Sternal 
reafon produced of’e, frodiiced freduced 

tbreet and th ee produced ak t^ngs : whfeh feems to 
Ihew as if he had fome knowledge of the Trinity^ ^ 
■^iUt 'ne taugn'p inat'Goci 'Nvas<orporea’i, atih;*iA 
he governed other deities as sT king goven)K’ his 
je«5ls. He applied himfelf mightily to^ymlftiy,“ 0 f' 
which Tome pretend^hc was the inventer. Hf beat 
his brains likewife about the pWlcrfophcr’i ftone,* knd 
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did^at length fancy, tha^ by a certain fort of drink, 
one might be immortal. To obtain which his follow- 
lowers praflife magick, which diabolical art, in a 
ftbrt timj, was the only thing ftudied by the gentry. 
Every body fludied it m hopes to avoid death > and 
the women {hro* natural curiofity, as well as defire 
to^prolong their life, applied themlelves to it, where- 
j^in they exercife^ll forts of extravagancies, and give 
themfclves up to all forts of impieties. 

Thofc, who hSve madethis their prpfefled bufinefs, 
are called Tien fe, that is Heavenly Doftors ; they 
have houfes given them to live together in fociety, 
they ere& in divers parts temples to Laokun their 
mailer 1 kin^ and people honour him with divine 
Wrfirihip i and altho’ they have examples enough to 
have undeceived them from thefe errors, yet they 
whemcntly purfue immortality, by his precepts who 
could never gain it^himfclf.* 

. Time, which ftrengthens and confirms what b ill, 
did^ at length gain chefe falfe do< 5 lors fuch a reputa- 
tion, as made them almoft innumerable. The co- 
venants which theji make with the devil, the Jots 
whicl^key call, their ma^ca! wonders, whether true 
orally fuming, make them dreaded and admired 
of the common herd ; and, whencefoever it comes 
to pafs, there Is no body, who does not give fome 
credit^to their* maxims, or does not hope to avoid 
d^th by their means. 

One of thefe dodl 3 rs * get him/elf fo great a rp- 
.pujation, that the emperor gave him the name Cham* 
tl 5 which is the rwme by vjluah they call God him- 
felf ; anTfignifies Supfetne Emperor. This piece of 
impiety gave the killing Wow to tJie ancient reJ^‘on ; 

' for till then the Chinefe, as much idolaters as they 
\Tere, did always make a diftinftion between the 
Xh^-li,onnd the other gods, ^ut, by ajuft judg- 
'^ment frpm God, the fiiimly -pf tluit prince ivas ex- 
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tin£t, and the empire, -which had hitheWo 
its own rules of government, W'as the firft time forced 
to fubmit to thofe of the weftem* Tartars. This 3 


jfamous Colao -f*, who printed a book, cowld not but 
acknowledge : In this tme^ fays iie, the emperor 
Hoei-tcoum did, ngainfi all manner of reafon, give th 
attributes of the fitpreine God to a 'man. vrr 

powerful and adorable God^ above ak thefpirits in heC‘ 
ven, was fenjible^of the wrong'' done him % fcrbept' 
nrjhed feverelj^the wtckednefs of thfs prh’ce, and ut- 
terly rooted out bis family. • 

The fecond feft, wluch is prevalent in China, and 
is more dangerous and more utnverfally Ipread than 
the former, adore an idol which they Call Fo or 
as the only god of the world.' This idol s\-as brought 
from the Indies tveo and thirty* years after the dcajh 
of Jefus Chrift. This.polfon J>egan at court, but 
Spread its infeftion thro* ah the provdnees, and cor* 
rupted ever)* town: fb that this great body of men, 
already fpoded by magick and impiety, was' imme- 
diately infefted with idolatr)', and became a moa* 
llrous receptacle for ‘all forts of errors. Fables, fuper- 
ftitions, tranfmigration of fouls, idolatry and «thcifm 
divided them, and got fb ftrong a maftery over ti.em, 
that, even at this prefwt, there is not fo great.an ini-^ 
j^iment to the progrtft of chrifti'anity, as is thfs 
ridiculous and impious doctrine. ^ • P 

No body can well tell where this idol Fo, of wtem 
I fpeak, ^vas bom*, (I ca^rhim an idol and not a 
manj'becaufe fomc think it an apparition f-om 
hell) thofe, who'wrtlrVuorehkdihood ftv he was* 
man, ‘jtvike him bom above 6 thoufand years before 
Jefus Chrift, in a kingdom of the Indies, near the 
hne, ^hsps a litdc above Bengsh' They lay hr.’ 
Was a king’s fon. He was at ^rft* call’d Che-Kii } 
but at thuTj’ years of age he took the mme oC Jjb-y 
Hs mother, who brought him into the world thro* 

*)- /Gnu /jMrn ckiT". • * * 
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hc^nght Jide, died m childbirth fhe had a fancy m 
herdream, that fhe fwallow'd an elephant, and for 
this reafon it is,, that the Indian kings pay fuch ho 
^ nour to white elephants for the lofs of which, or 
gaining {bme»thers, they often make Litter wars 
When thi/ monfter was firft born he had ftrength 
enough to {land nlone, and he made feven fteps, and 
^fointed ^Mth o)e hand to heaven, and the other to 
the earth He did alfo fpeak, but m fuch a manner 
as fhewM what fpint he avas poflefs’d withal In 
heaven^ cr on earthy fays he, f am the only perfon 
^bo deferve to he honoured At feventcen he married, 
and had a fon, which he forfook, as he did all the 
, reft of the viorld, to retire into a folitude with three 
o,r four Indian philofophcrs, whom he took along 
■'^‘th him to teach But at thirty he was on a fud 
^en polTefs’d, and, as it were, fill'd with the di- 
vinity, who gave*him an \iniverfal knowledge of all 
things From that time he became a god, and be 
g n, by a vaft number of feeming miracles, to gam 
the people’s admiration The number of his di/cj 
'pies IS very great, yid it is by their means, that all 
the I^jdies have been poifoned with his pernicious 
d^rmc Thofe of Siam call them Talapoins, the 
Tartars call them Lamas or Lama fem, the Japoners 
Bonztfs, and the Chmefc ^^ocham 
* But this chifiiencal god found atlaft, that he was 
a plan as well others He died at 79 years of age , 
and, to give the finilhiftg Broke to his impiety, he en- 
deavoured to perfuade his followers to atheifm at his 
death, a? *he had perfuad ^.the ai to idolatry in hib 
life timer^^henJip dgclared to his followers, that all 
vfhjcJjiie had btlierto told them was enigmatical , and 
" they would be miftakcn, if they thought there 
’^'wasajjy other fi flpnnciple of things befides nothings 
«r/ vtaSy &ad he, from this nothxngy that all things 
^Jprang, and it is into this notbtngy that all things mujl 
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reinrn. This is the nl^fs pihere all air Ssspes 

Since this I'mpoftor confefled, th;t he had abi&d 
.%TOrid in his life, it {s but reafonable, that he , 
ihould not be believed at his death. as impiety 
has always more chanipions than ' virtiie^ there iras 
among the Bonzes a particular feft of atJieifts, formed 
from the laft words of their mafter. ( The reft, whr 
found it troubicfome to part with thajr former pre 
judices, kept cloje to their firft errors! A third for 
endeavoured to reconcile thefc parties together, bj 
compiling a body of doflrine, in which there is r 
twofold law, an interior and an exterior. One ought 
to prepare the mmd -for the reception ^f the other. 
Itis,' tay they, the mould which Hipports the mativ 
rials till the arch be made, and then is taken away as 
ufelefs.' . I * 

h'Thus the devil, makmg' ule of riiens ibily and ma- 
lice’ fw thc»r dertruAon, Endeavours to era/e ouc of 
the minds of Come thofe excellent ideas of GdU, 
which are fo deeply ingraved there, and to imprint 
in the minds of others the wor/lvp gods un- ' 

der the lhapes of a multitude of different cntivfures, 
for they did not Hop at the wor/hip of this idol. 

The ape, the elephant, thedngon, have been wor- 
ihipped in feveml places^ under pretence pwhaps, 
that the god Fo had fucceflively been tranfmigrated* 
into thefe creatures. China, the moll fuperllitious pf 
all mrions, incfeaftd the number of her idols^j tfnd 
one may no^v'fce all torts of t^em in the temples, < 
tvhich ferve to abuf;i-t.V4p!ly of this pco^ . 

It is true, they fomctimesdQnof.pay t6 thefc gods 
all that relpefl which feems due to thwr qualit 
it often happens, that, if the people after worlhippii?^ 
them a great while do not obtain what ^hey deffrej 
they turn them offi and look upon them asJmnotenS 
gods, others ulc them in the moft reproachful mw- 
^ per : fomc load them hard names, otljcrs wr^h, 
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jjard blows. How jiow, cf a fpirity fay they 
to them fometimes, we give you a lodging in a mag- 
nificent temple, we gild you handfomcly, feed you 
wellj^aod often offer Incenfe to you, and after all 
this care, '^hich we take of you, you are fo ungmte- 
ful as to refufe what we ask of you. 

Then tt^ tie him with cords, pluck him down, 
and drag him along the flrects thro’ all the mud and 
dunghills, to puni& him for the exponce of perfumo 
which they have offered up to him for nothing. If 
ip the mean time it happens, that they obtain what 
they did defire, then they take the idol, and with a 
great deal of ceremony cany him back and place him 
in his «ich again, after they have walhcdiand clean- 
fed him ; they fall down to him, and make ctcii/cs 
for what they have done. In truth, fty they, ts c 
were a little too hafty, as well as you avas fomewhat 
too long in ydbr grant’; why Jhouldyou bring this 
beating on yourfclf? Were it not ’hefter to have 
grants our petition of your own free will, ntrher 
than be forcM to do it ? But what is done can’t he 
now undone, us not therefore think of It any 
msse; if you will forget what is pafTcd we will gild 
^you over again, 

A few years ago there happened a paffage at Nnn- 
kihi, which does very, well difeover what an opinion 
the Chinefe have of thdr gods. A man, whole only 
, daughter was very ill, tried all the phyficians, but 
•wjthout efTeft j lfe,thought it therefore his bed way 
, to betake himfelf to the aflldance of his gods. Pray- 
ers, pfrerings, alms, fac~£5«i and all other means, 
werauihi to obtain rcrief. The Bonzes, who were 
I ^o-tafed in the fid, nromifixl that an 'idol, whofe 
’'’' power they mightily boaded, (hould grant her reco- 
very. For all this the woman died, the father out 
of imafure grieved, refolvcd to revenge I^felf, and 
to bfing a formal accufatkm agiind 

• - He 
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return. This is the ahfs where all cur ^/opes frM 
end. > ^ 

Smce this impoftor confeHed, thqt he had 
the <world in his life, it Is but reafoiiable^^ that he, 
Ihould not be believed at his death. Yil’t, as Impiety 
has always more champions than virtue, there ^vas 
among the Bonzes a particular feft of stheifts, formed 
from the laft words of their mafter. ( The reft, who^ 
found it troublefome to part with thejr former pre- 
judices, kept clofe to thetr firft errors? A -third fort 
endeavoured to reconcile thefe parties together,, by 
cbmpiling a body of doftrine, in which there is a 
twofold law, an interior and an exterior. One ought 
to prepare the mmd for the ^option «f the other. 
It is,' lay they, the mould which fupports the mat^ 
rials till the arch be nude, and then is taken away as 
ufelefs. , / * 

* Thus the devil, makmg'ufc of n'iens folly and ma- 
lic^ for theur deftruftion, tndeavours to erafeout of 
the minds of fome thofc excellent ideas of GeW, 
which are fo deeply ingraved there, and to imprint 
in the minds of others the worftyp of falfe gods un- 
der the ftiapes of a multitude of different creatures, 
for they did not ftop at the worfhip of this 
The ape' the elephant, the dragon, 'have been wor- 
fhipped in feveral places^ under pretence per'hnps, 
that the god Fo had fucccflively been tranfmigrated< 
into thefe creatures. China, the moft fuperftltious 
all narions, increalbd the uupiber of her idols^ tfi-id 
one may no>v fee all forts of tj[iem in the templfs, 
which ferve to abufi-tb* ^lly of this people. • ’ 

It Is true, they fomctimesdcino; nay t6*tffcfc Qod^, 
all that rcfpedl which feems due to tneu- qualltjt^For 
\ it often happens, that, if the people after worfhippiri^^ 
them a great while do not obtain what ‘they dcfirtr,'* 
’ they turn them off, and look upon them awmootenU. 
gods, others ufe them in the moft reproachful mim- 
per : fome load them with hard names, others wf;h, 
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^ard bli ws How ^ow, Dc^ cf a fpirit, fay they 

to them fometimes, we give you a lodging in a mag- 
nificent temple, we gild you handfomel) , feed ) ou 
well, ^and often offer mcenfe to you, and after all 
this care, Ahich we take of you, you are fo ungrate- 
ful as to refufe what we lak of you 
Then tl'^ tie him with cords, pluck him down, 
and drag hiwi along the ftreets thro* all^the mud and 
dunghills, to punrih him for the expence of perfume 
which they have offered op to him for nothing If 
10 the mean time it happens, that they obtain what 
they did defire, then they take the idol, and wirh a 
great deal of ceremony carry him back and place him 
m his inch again, after they have vafhedtand clcaii- 
, fed him they fall down to him, and make c\cufes 
for what they have done In truth, fay they, \ve 
were a little too hafty, as well as you was fomewhat 
too long m yo\ir grant*, why fhouldyou this 
beating -on yourielf ’ Were it not better to have 
granted our petition of your own free «iJJ, rather 
than be forced to do it ^ But what is done can’t be 
now undone, ly us not therefore think of it any 
msie , if you will foi^et what is paffed we will gild 
^you over again 

A few ) ears ago there happened a paflage at Nan 
kihi, which does very*wcll difcover what an omnion 
the Chmefe have of their gods A man, whofe only 
, daughter vTis very iK, tned all the phyficians, but 
•w^ithout effedt , lfe,thought it therefore his befl way 
^ to betake himfelf to the affiflance of his gods Praj - 
ers, pftenngs, alms, fap£^ and all other means, 
werft viihd to rehef The Bonzes, who were 
f ^ 2;Mfed in the fift, promifed that an idol, vrhofe 
power they mightily boafted, fhould grant her reco 
' For'all^this the woman died, the father out 

of meafuregneved, refofved to revenge hunfelf and 

to bpng a formal acairation agamft the idol ’ 
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He put in his complaint thpefbre to the Judge 
the place, in which aft*r he had lively /hewed forth 
the deceitfulnefs of this uiijuft god, he /aid, that he 
deferred an exemplary puni/hment for having broke 
his word. If this fpirit, /aid he, couIA cure my 
daughter, it is palpable cheating to take ihy money, 
and yet let her die. If he could not do iti’ what does 
he /ignify ? And how came he by his qi&lity of ^od- 
fhip ? Do we wor/hip him, and the whole province 
o/Fer him facrifice for nothing at all ? So^that he con- 
cluded it to be dther from the malice and weaknelp 
of the idol, that the cure was not performed ; where- 
fore his temple he judpcd ought to be pulled dovm, 
his pricfts ftiamefully difmUled, and the idol punilhed 
in his own private perfon. 

The bufrnefs feemed of confequence to the judge, 
wherefore he fent it to the governor, who, de/irxng to 
have nothinp to do with thd?c of thb other world, 
defired the viceroy to examine into it. After he had 
heard the Bonacs, who were extremely concerned at 
it, he took their part, and advifed him not to perlift 
in the caufe any longer : for, faid he^to him, you are 
not wife, to concern yourfclf with this fort of ipi- 
rits. They are naturally ill tempered, and I amg. 
afraid wdll play fome ill trick. Believe me, you had 
better come to an agreement. The Bonzes aflurc 
me, that the idol /ball do what is rcafonable on his 
part, provided you on your part do not carry things 
too high. - » 

But the man, who was almoft mad for the death 
of his daughter, did coefi^^My proteft, that he wpuld 
fooner pen/h than rclinqui/h lusjuft^rights. 7oe;Jen- 
tence is given for me, /aid he, the idol fancied, 
he might commit any /brt of injufticc without pu- 
nifhmcnt, bccaufc he thought no body would be 
enough to take him to task; Cut he is not Co 
wfc as he thinks, and alhtlc time will /he>v which of 



■' The vlctnay could not now go back, and ^vas 
fain, therefore to grant a trial \ he the cafe to the 
foverngj council at Pekin, w'ho remitted the trial to 
him agani, he therefore ftibpcena’d the parties The 
devil, had but too many friends among all forts 
of men, had alfo his ihare among the lawyers and 

f >roftors *, thofc of them, to whom the Bonzes ga\ e 
argcly, found thrir caufe good, and fpoke with fo 
•much concern and vehemence, that the idol Itfslf 
could not have pleaded better its own caufe. Yet 
they had to deal wth a fubtle adverftry, who had 
been beforehand with them, and had cleared the 
judge’s underftanding by a Urge bribe, being tho- 
roughly perfuaded, that the devil muft be very cun- 
ning indeed,, to withfbnd fo dor an argument as 
this lift was to the judges. ‘ 

In Ihort, after a great many hearings, the man 
carried his point. The idol was condemned to a per- 
petual banuhment, as uCdefs to the kingdomt and 
his temple was*to be plucked do%vn , and the Bonzes 
who reprefented him were feverely chaftifed ; they 
' might notwithftanding apply themfelves to the fer- 
tnee of other fpirits, to make themfelves amends for 
tbe damage they had received for loving this. 

, Can any one who has not loft his fenlcs adore gods 
of this charafter, weak, fearful, and whom one 
jnay affront'fafely ? But alas > We may flatrer our- 
felves that we are never fo wife, yet hOw much is 
ou^jvrifdom diftant fr-»n-tSi(bn, when It Is diftant 
from tiie tru»>frIW] 

Inftead of coming hereby to a knowledge of the 
weaknefs of their gods, the people grow more and 
more blind cvfry day. The Bonzes are above all 
obliged to keep up thrir credit and reputation, be- 
ca^ of the advantage they make thereby. To 
bring th» about the b««r, they make ufr of the fol- 
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maxims of morality, ■ which take great «rc to^ 
propagate. 

We muft jipt think, (ay they, that good and cvil*. 
are as confuf«l in the other world as they are in this ; 
there are thbe re^yards for the good, aifipunifli- 
ments for the bad ; wWch has occafiohea different 
places to be' let s.jaA for the /bills of me^^ accojdirjjg' 
to every one*s merit. The god Fo wa^he favior;c 
of the world, he was bom to teach the ,way of ial- 
vadon, and to make expiadon for all out ffns. 

He has left us ten commandments. The firff for-v 
bids the killing of any living creature of what fort 
foever 5 the fecond comrpands not to take another 
man’s goods 5 the third not to give up one’s felf to 
impurity 5 the fourth 'not to lye j and the fifth to 
drink no wine.j , , . , 

Befides thele, they recommend to the people’s prac- 
tice feverai works of mercy. ' Entert&m andnouriih 
up, iky they, the Bonzes; build them monaff pries 
and tepaples, that thw prayers and voluntary pe- 
■nances may obtain for you exemption from that pu- 
niihmcnt which your fins have dtferv^. Bum p^^tper 
giltand waihed with filver, habits made of fluff apd 
filk, AU thefe in the other world (hall he tomedo* 
into real gold and filvcr,' and into true and fiibibn- 
tial garments, which ftiaU be. given to your fathers 
faithfully, who will make ufe ofthemaithey have 
occafion. If you do not regard thefe commands, , 
you lhall be after your death cruelly tormented, and • 
expofed to fcvcral Metempfyeofes or tranfmigrations ; , 
that is to fay, you ihallJic^im in the flupc of, rats, 
horfes, mul<^ and all other cre?turfs. laft 

pc^t makes a great impreflion upon their minds. 

I remember, that, bc“g hi the province of XanC^' 
I ivas fent for to chiiftcn a fick perfon. It was an 
old man of threcfcorc and ten, wKo lived upon a 
final! poiflon, which the emperor had given him. 
When Icamcintohischamber, O my good father, lays • 
he, how much am I obliged to you, who arc going 

I. • to 
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■^to dcKvcr Ii 16 frorif A grtat deal of (ofnicnt Bip- 
tifiri, Anf^crtd I, docs not only deliver frorti the 
torment of ‘hell, but intHlcs us to the enjoyment of 
a pHidc V pandift O hosv happy will it be for you 
to go toj heaven, eternally to live m the prefence of 
God • I do not, faid (he nek 11110, und-riland what 
you meaiO nor perhaps have I explained my mean- 
ing clearly to you 1 you know, fither, I have lived 
a long tinv upon (he emperor’s bounty The Bon- 
^ zesy who are perf^ly well afauainted with all the 
’ tranfaftions of the other world, afliire me, that I 
fhall he obliged after my death, by way of recom- 
penlc fgr my pcnfion, to terve him, and that my (bul 
will infallibly go into one of his poft horfes, to carry 
difpatches from court thro* all the province They 
}»ve therefore been advtf/ng mt to mmd my duty m 
that new flatc , not to ftumble, nor kick, nor bite, 
nor otherwife hurt any <lne , run well, and eat little, 
and be patient, fay they, and you may move the 
gods to companion, who often, of a good beaft, 
make at length a perfon of qualrty, or a confidcrable 
Martdarmc ^ proteft, father, the very thoughts of 
It makes me quake, it never comes into my mmd, 
but I tremble , yet I dream of it every night, and 
/ometimcs methinks m my fleep I am already m the 
hamefs, ready to run at the firft jerk of the poftilion 
•Then 1 wake in a great fweat, aftd half mad, fcarcely 
knowing, whe^er I am a man or a horfe But, 
•alas 1 What will be my tbirow when this will be no 
mort a dream but a reality 
•T^’is therefore, fatoCT, is the courfe I took They 
tefl mie, that tlibfe Of your religion are not labjeft to 
"■thofe changes that men are always men, afid arc, 
in the other world, of the fame kind as they are here 
I b^ of younherefore to recetVe me amon^ you I 
know your religion » hard to obferve , yet, [fit had 
ten times more difficulties, I am ready to embrace it , 
and, whatfoever troahhtt put me to, I had rather be 
a chriftiatt than be turned mto a bead This dif 
- courfei 



334 Cmcernlng the Ancient and % 

courie, and the condition the nftn was in* wrought '' 
me into compaflion ; and afterwards confid^og with 
myfelf, that God makes ufe of ignorance and folly 
to bring men to the knowledge of the truths I took 
an occafion from thence to undeceive him his mif- 


takes, imd to lead him into the way of ial^'itlon. I 
inftrufted him a great while, at laft he bel^-'ved r and 
I had the comfort to fee him die, not only with a 
clearer and better underftanding of things* but far- 
ther with all the marlis of a good chriftian- 

In procefs of time^ the fuperftitions of f-he people ' 
grew fo numberlefs, that I do not believe sny nation 
under the fun Is fo full of whimfies as China. The 
Mandaiines are obliged to condemn all <hefe fedts 
as hereticks, as indeed they do in their bo®^® » but 
yet rpnnging themrelves moftly from idolatrous fa- 
milies, and Mving been inftrufted by,,th^ Bonzes, 
they in their pradlice follow the example of the com- 
mon people. 

Two of thefe Bonzes, (^ng one day in ^ dch far- 
mer’s yard two or three large ducks, fell on their 
faces before the door, and figh’d and v?ipt grievoufly. 
The good woman, feeing them out of hef chambef , 
window, cime down to fee what was thP occafion 
of their tears. We know, faid they, that ^he fouls* 
of our fathers are tranfmigrated'-jnto thofe creature, 
and the fear we are in, left you fhould kill them, will* 
without doubt go near to kill us : It js true* l^id the 
woman, we did intend to fell therfi, but, fince they* 
are your fathers, I promife you we ^vUl keej> them. 

This anfwer vs-as not fortivfSonze 
continued they, perhaps your hufbafid Will noebefo 
charitable, and then, if any accident fhould h^ppeu to^ 
them, you may be fare it will kill us. At l^ft* after 
ft long difcourfc, the good woman was do moved 
with their pretended grief, that fhc gave them the 
ducks to look after for {bme,timc to condb^ them. 
'Ihcy took them with a great deal of rel^^* pro- 
thumfUves twenty times to themj but that 

. yenr 
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//cry evening they fuadc an entertainment of them 
for fome of their company* and fattened thcmfclves 
Avith them. • 

A ^rinrc of the blood loft a 5 oung man for whom 
he had a mrticular love \ a ftnv years after he f|x>ke 
of it withy great deal of warmth and concern to the 
Bonzes, to him : My lord, do not trouble 

yourfclf any more, your loft may be repair’d; he 
whom you ^nwe for ts in Tartary, and his foul h 
palTcd into a young man’s body ; -but there muft be a 
great deal of money to find where he is, and you muft 
give good prefents to the pnefts of that country. 
This news picafed the prince mightily, Co that he gave 
them v/hak they defined ; and a lew months after they 
cot a boy any where, and gave him to the prince in- 
Itcad of the boy who was dead Thus it is, that 
the whole couptry, from the pcafant to the prince, 
are bubbled by theft minifteis of iniquity. 

If they can’t thus tnek people out of their money, 
they try to get tc out of them by doing afte of pe- 
nance publicUy, which the people efteem them 
mightily for, and Ihcw them a great deal of pity and 
iconfpaflion I have feat them dragging after them a 
, long chain of iron as thick as one’s arm, about thirty 
feet long, fattened to the neck or legs Thus it is, 
lay they, aj c\ery door as they pils, that we expiate 
your faults, fure this deferves fome fmall alms. 

• Others in publicJc places knock their pates with all 
*thelr force with lai^e bncks, tiH they are aJmoft co- 
. ver’d with blood. They have ftveral other peniten- 
t»l a.^lions , butwhat Iwas’n/dtt furpnfed at was this 
C^e 5 iy I*metfm the middle of a town a young 
, ,2.>nze of a good nuen, a genteel and modeft look, 
fuch as might eafily mo%e any one’s compaflton and 

chanty. He ftpod upright in a fort of a fedan very 
xlofe Ihut, the infide of nhich \%'as Lkean harrow 
fbll of nails very thick, vrath their points fticking out 
** tOAvatds the man m the chair, fo that he could not 
bend either one way or t'other w ithout wounding him- 
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felf. Two fellows were hifVi to 
houfe to hourc, where he begg’d the pedpife to have 
compaffion on him. ‘ 

Hetold them he was fhut iip In that chair fbt the 
good of their foulsj and was re(olv*d ncv« to go out 
from thence till they had bought ill^e rtails (of 
which there were above two thouland) ^ the rate of 
fix- pence a- piece, of which mils, thevety fmalleft he 
had would derive incomparable blefiings on them arid 
their families. If you buy an^ of theibj you will do 
an aftion of heroick virtue, and your alms are n6t 
beftow’d on the Bonzgs, to whom you Way take other 
opportunitiesof beftowingyour charity, but to the gOd 
Fo* in whofe honour we are going to builtfa Wriiple. 

In the mean while I happen'd to pafs thro* the 
ftrcet ; the Bonze, feeing’ me, came and told me the 
fame tale. I told him, Sizt he was very unhappy tb 
torment hlmfelf thus in this world for no good, and 
did counfcl him therefore to come out of his prifon, 
to go to the temple of the true God to be inflrufted 
in heavenly truths, and fubmit to penanceJefs feveref, 
but wore wholfome. He was fo ftr from being inn 
paflion \vith me, that he anfwer’d me calmly lind 
courteouHy, that he was much obliged to me for my^ 
good advice, and would be more obliged to me fblJ, 
if I would buy a dozen of'’ his nails, which >vouId 
certainly make me have a good journey. • 

Here hold your hand, fays turiung on 
fide, take f hefe ; upon the faith of a Bonze they Lre 
the very beft m all my (edan, for they prick»me the 
molV, ) ct > ou fhall mv^them at the laqie bate at 
which I fell the others. He fpbkc'^thoie wdMs in 
fiich a manner, as would have made me on any othbC, 
“aft-yifiRm Vavc 'rao^<iv*out’at*4rcfc'tnnc’itfe*ilcntt£tnfis 
laifed my compaflion, and I was firengely concerned 
to fee that bondman of the devil fuffer more to work 
out bis own ddlruSion, than a chrifiian need do to 



Yet 
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all the Bonzes arc-not penitents : while feme 
abufe the credulous by thar hypocntical pretences, 
others get modey out of them by magical arts, fe- 
'•cretthrfts, i^omhle murders, and a thoufand detefta- 
ble abommadons, which modefly won’t let me men- 
tion here I^ple, who are only outwardly religious, 
^pare nothing^to gratify their paflions , and if they 
can but efcape the juftice of men, which m this place 
fpares none who are caught wronging their neigh- 
bour, they care not \/hat they do m the eyes of that 
Go*d whom they will fcarcely own 

Although the generality of tjie people are preju- 
diced in favour ot then!, yet the wifer fort are a] 
ways upon their guard agamft thefe wretches , and 
'the magiftrates always tike great notice of whit they 
^<ia m their monadencs ft happened a few years 
ago, that a governor of a<own, pafllng with his tram 
in the highway, law a great compiny of people got 
together, and had the cunofity to fend to know what 
was the occifion of their meeting there 

The Bonzes were folemnizing^an extraordinary fef 
tival , they hid fe? a machine upon a ftage, at the 
top dl* wmeh a young man put out his head o\ er a 
hctle nil, which went all round the machine The 
rail hid his arms and all his body , one could fee 
nothing at liberty but his ey«, which he rolled 
about as if he was didrafted Below this machine 
tfil old Bonze ippearjd upon the ftage, who told the 
people that the )oung^nian which they fiw was go 
irtg to fienfice himfdf, according to cuftom, m this 
m/ nne#r ^Therc nn b) the road ftde a deep m cr, 
ri o wKich he v/CuId*prefeniIy throw himlelf hcid- 
-ing Hecan’tdie, added the Bontc, ifhcwoald, 
becaufc at the bottom of the nvcrhc w!l be rcceu’ed 

rij’'i_nhaTitnhl'*.fnm*.*, .ishp .val* gtw.btm jjoujdu- 

/welcome as he can dcfirc, and mdeed it is the 
g^;cateft happincfs that can,poflibly befal him , an 
•iTundred peribns have defirwJ to facnfice thcmfcliej 
* Z inftcad 
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inftead of him, but him 'wt chofe before the njiI', 
becaufe of his zeal and other virtues. 

When the Mandarine had heard this Ipeech, he 
faid, that the young man indeed had a^gre^c deal of* 
courage, but he wonder’d much th^tt he did not 
himfelf tell the people of this his refolicion j let him 
come down a little, faid he, that \vd may talk with 
him. The Bonze, who was confounded at this or- 
der, did all he could to hinder it, and did proteft, 
that the whole 'sacrifice would be ineffeftual if he 
fpake a word, nay, if he did but open his mouth, 
and for his part he.could not anfwer’for the mifchief 
fuch a thins would bring upon the province. For , 
the mifchief you talk of, replied the Mandarine, I’ll 
be refponfible 5 and then he commanded the youngj 
man to come downj he gave no other anfwer“to4 
thefe commands but hideous and frightful looks, 
and various diftorclons of his eyes, which almoft 
ftarted out of his head. 

You may from hence, faid the Bonze, judge what 
violence you offer him in commanding him down.' 
He is already almoft diftraftcd, ftnd if you continue 
your command you will make him die with'grief. 
This did not make the Mandarine change hisrefoIftN-i 
tion, but he order’d fbme of his retinue to go up and 
bring him down. They'jbund him tied and bound^ 
down on every fide, with a gag in his mouth ? and 
as foon as they had untied him; and taken away tlic 
gag from the poor fellow’s Month, he cried oift, as ' 
loud as he could bawl ; Ah^ my lord, rtfrenge rtic 
agoinft thofc aflafflns, who were going todrbwn me. 

1 am a batchelor of arts, and was ^omg to the courf 
ahV-^ni, •jtffcew 

day a company of Bonzes (liz’d upon me wolently,* 
and this nioniing very early thef bound me to this 
nuchiiic, taking from me all power of ciying out 
or complaininr, and dntcndinc to drown me this 

♦0 cning. , 
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&ven:ng^ being refol^^ to accompliih theu- accurs’d 
ceremonies at the expence of my life 
When he Began to fpeak the Bon2e3 v/ere march 
ing off, l^it the officers of juftice, who always at- 
tend the gWemors, flopp'd fcveral of them The 
chief of t\em, who had pretended jufl beforp that 

* the young ^n could not be drown’d, \vas himfelf 
immediately thrown into the nver and drown’d , the 
Others were yarned to pnfbn, and did after recene 
that pumfliment which they dcfwv’d 

* Since the Tartars have been emperors of China, 
the Lamas, another fort of fiqnaes, have been efla 
bliffi’d thcje Their habit is diflerent from thofe of 
China both in fliape and colour, but their religion 19 

* the fame with theChinefe, ar#d rhe> worfhjp the god 
“•Fo 1 they differ from the Chinefe only m a few parti 

Fular fuperflitious pra<flifr“S Thefe llamis are chap- 
lains to the Tartar nobility who Jive at Pekin , but 
m Tortary they themfelvcs arc the gods wbiv-h tJie 
people worflitp 

There it is that the god Fo has his molt famous 
feat, where he aj^pcarsundcrafcnfiblcfigurc, and, as 
theyVayy never dies He is k-pt in a temple, and 
an infinite number of thefe Ijarras Icrve him wi h an 
ineffable \eneraiion, i^lnch they flnve as much as 
they can to impnnt ujfon the m nds of all others 
whatfoever When he dies, for he is bu*’ a man 
•placed there, they^ut m his room a Lamas of the 
farfic ftaturc, and, a^near as tliey can, ot the fame 
'features; that the people may^ be the better decay’d^ 
by It •*! hus the people of (hrs* country, andefpcctally 
all ftrangers, arL. eternally babbl’d by thefe impofiort. 

Among the diff rent religions exercis’d m Cluin, I 
do not thmk it w orth w hileto mention to y our high 
ntfttifrwMaVioTtnns, WdfcrtaVrfefow 

hundred y cars, m fe\ cial p-o% nces, T’d a-c never 
^idurb’d, Ixrcaufe they n^\cr dillurban) o— cjfc 
•upon the fcore of religion, teag eon’ent to cn oy it 
Z 2 themfclYcr^ 
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thcmfelvcs, or to propipitc It there among thert* 
kindred by mamigcs However, it may be of ufe 
to tell you of a third fe£t, which is the religion, or 
philofophy, or policy of fomc of the leinira*, for 
one cannot tell by what name to call tU's do^lnne, 
which IS fo obfeure, that the very pro^flbrs of it 
fcarce undcrfland what the) leach, they call it m 
their hnguige luhno, and is a feft of learned men 
That )ou nu) underftand what Ian\ going to tell 
YOU, )ou mtift know that avil wars, magick, and 
idolatn ha\ing put the empire into confufion for 
many ages, the los c of learning was quite calhicr’d, 
and there were found fciv doilors, who could by 
their writings awaken the minds of men out of that 
Ictharg) into which ignorance and corruption of 
manners had lull’d them, only, about 1070 *, fomC^ 
creditable expounders were f 5 und , a»id,m 1200, one 
doflor did diftmguifh himfclf from all others, for his 
extraordmar) undcrftandmg , by his example they 
began by degrees to take fome pleafurc in reading 
ancient books, which they had betpre thrown afidc 
Laftly, in the year 1400, the emperor, being wil 
hng to ftir up in his fubjcfls a love of learning, made 
choice of fourfeore and two of the moft ingenious ' 
dodtors, whom he commanded to compile a fyftem 
agreeable to the fentiments of the ancient writers, 
which might ferve -is a dircdlion for the learned hfere- 
after The Mandarjnes, who had the commillior>,‘ 
fet themfelves diligently to work , but being preju- 
diced with thofe opinic,^ which idolatry hacT diffiifed 
all over China, inftead of folloyying^he tpue ^t.nfeof 
the ancient-,, the^ tried, by falfe glofles and inter 
pretations, to diftort the words and fayings of the 
ancients to their prejudic^te opinions / 

Th^y fpake of God as nothing '‘different from na- 
ture itfelf, that is, from that pov/er, energy, orna- 
^ tural Virtue which did produce, and put in o^er, all 

* th^ \ 


t|/e parts of the ■\vorld» and which does ftdl keep 
them that m order Htis, iay thej , a mofl pure and 
moft perfeft pi;uiciple , he is the fource of all things, 
and the elTence of all beings, and that which confti 
tutes the fohmal difference of every^ thing They 
made ufe o i thofe magnificent expreffions of the an 
^ cients, thaiV^hey might fee/n to keep to their doc 
‘tnne, but inaeed they raifed new opinions, becaule 
they underftand hereby I can't tell what fort of in 
fenfible foul cf the world, which tliey imagine 
ipiead thro* matter, upon wLch ft produces the fe 
veral mutations we fee This is not that fupreme 
Emperor of heaven, all juft and all powerful, the 
chief of all creatures m their ivorks nothing is found 
,but a better fort of atheifm, and a licentious freedom 
from the worftup of God 
But, \7hether it svas becaule they were unwdhng 
to exprefs thetfifelves plamly, or did accidentally 
make ufe of exprdlions of a la^er fignificvtion than 
their meanmg, yet they talk of Heas en as did the 
ancients, and afcribe to nature almoft all thofe per 
fedbons which attnbute to God They tolerate 
ivillirigly the Mahometans, becaufc hke them they 
adore the Mafter and King of Hca\ en They per 
fecute all other fedb wth great violence, ^vhlch at 
coufc they took up a ^folution utterly to aboli/h 
throughout fhe whole empu« 

^ Vet many rcafons pcrfuadcd them from putting 
fJus refolution in pA^ce, the chief of which were 
^thefe , even fevcnl among the learned were diftbi 
ters from this new eftabhfVd dofknne, for they 
could*not (hakp oftjthc prejudices they had fucked 
ill befides all the people were wholly biafs'd m fa 
\ our of idols, fo that their temples could never be 
pull’d down, but mfurtedlions and difturbances muft 
neccflanly enfuc' They were therefore contented 
to wijudge at Pek n sdl the other fctfls hcrcticks 
, ^3 (which 
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(\sliich they Uilidn every ycarj without fetting thci\V 
Jclvcs cncflually to (lop the rnfliccofthem. 

Thefe nexv Ixjoks compoW hy thrir mofl Jeamed 
men, and honoured hy the emperor's own approha- 
tion, were prccdlly received by ca'crj* bwy. Some 
lik'd them, bccaufc they deftroy’d al! Tory of religion, 
and thefe make \ip the gratcfl nund>^/of this fetfl. 
Others approv'd of them, !»ecaufcthc religion which 
they contain'd was fo ver^* little, that It coft them no 
pairs nor trouble tppraflilclt} and thift was the left 
of the learned form'd, of whom one may jufily fay, 
thc)’ honour God r.'ith their mouth and with thdr 
lips, for thc^‘ often fiv, that we mull adore and obey 
ricavcn \ hut thtir h«arts rre diflant frorh him, fee- 
ing they explain thofewords in fiichafort ssdedroys 
the vcr>* being of God, and Allies all fenfe of religion,^ 
Thus this people, lb wife hcrctojbrc, fo AilI of 
knowledge, and (if I may ufc the expreflion) of the 
^irit of God, arc now in thcle hA days mifcrably 
fallen into fuperAition, mactek, poginifm { and 
laAly, into athclfm itfclf, falling by degrees, Aory 
by Aory, till they come to the vety bottom of the 
building i becoming thereby enemies to that toafon 
•which they had fo conAantly follow'd, and abomi- 
nable to' that verj' nature to which they now give 
fuch high encomiums, « ' * * ' 

This is, my lord, an account of the prefent Aatf of 
China, withrefpeft tothclcvcral religions therein ulej, 
for, as for the polliif al honours which they pay to Q)n- 
fucius, they are not diviiicworAiip, and the,palaces, 
■which arc call'd by hi? name, are not temples, but 
houfes for learned men to aflemWe im> I was un^wil- 
'5s.*rvnfyirRa>, ‘■HjKn ■vpniaiiF^, 
ana their morals ; befides that it would be tedious and 
endlefs, it is very difficult to give,,a certiun account 
of them j Becaufe the Bonz« do^every day invent 
new vhimfies, and, if they ‘can'but live at other 
other people’s charge by abufing them, they 4° no{^ 

* valuq 
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V^ue whether they e^dly follow the dnitnne of 
their predeceflbrs, which is in effeft neither better 
nor freer fromt abfurdities than their own. 

, Notbing^now remains, but that I give your emi- 
nence an account to which of thefe feiSs, which di- 
vide the kkgdom, the emperor is moft inclinable. 
^This prince, ^''^vho is naturally wile and politick, has 
always kept in with the people. As he ig upon a 
throne which the leaft blaft may fhake, h^ endea- 
vours, as muth as he can, to fti;gngthen it by lus 
people’s lovej he is fo forfrom provoking them, that 
he makes himfelf very popular, yet not to fuch a 
degree as his father dtd, left he Ihould bring upon 
himfelf the Mandarines h^red ; yet much n\ore than 
did the ancient emperors, to the end, that he may 
as much jas jpnfljhle j weemo that wJiic;^ g 

government has put on their Ihoulders. 

He does theremre permit, or rather tolerate fuper-i 
ftition } he pays a great deal of refpeft to feveral 
Bonzes of the firft rank, who have behavecj them- 
felves well In any of the provinces, or at court \ 
nay, he does his own temper that violence to let 
fome«f them live in his palace, thofe wh<jm the 
princcfs his mother had before brought and eft^blifir’-d 
there : but, tho* he thus favours their perfonis, he is 
no flaVe to their opinions.* He perfeftly und&rftands 
the folly of them, and docs upon feveral 0(:cafions 
l3Ugh at thofe things which theyemoin for principles 
of religion, as extra^gancies and fables. He often 
folds thofe who fpeak to him of them to the miHio- 
naries : Jlear^ fays he, thofe fathers who rtafon fo 
u'ellt ^jey «;// not be of your mnd. One 

d.ay he faid to father Vcrbieft, his mathematician, 
jyby do not you fpeak of God as sue do ? Peoplif ^■cu/d 
ie left fet egatnfi \pur religion. Ton call htn^ Tttn- 
tchu and sue call him Cham-ti. fs it not thg fame 
thing ? Jl^iUyou leasee the uje cf a good suord htcaufe 
. , ^ 4 - people 

ttri»f}Uvovt. Cham U 
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people give falfe interpretations of it ? My Urdy 
the father, 7 knm that your majejly does foUovs 
the old doSlrine of China, '•wbicb feveral doSlors 
have forfaken : and-y if voe fhould tife their yvordi-y they 
•would fancy vje heUeve as they believe ; but if your 
inajejly ivill by a proclamation publieklylieclare that 
the word Cbam-ti Jignifies the fame in eJfePl, that the ^ 
cbrijlians mean by ^len^tcbuy •we are ready to make ufe 
of any one of them as foon as the other. He h'ked 
^e father’s anfwcr, but reafons ftate hinder’d 
him from following his advice. * 

When the queen-mother M’as dead, thofe, who 
had the care o f the funeral committed to them, in- 
formed the prince that it was neceflar^, accoiding 
to ancient cuftom, to pull down part of the palace** 
^valJ, that the body might be carried thro’ thebreachs 
becaufe that the royal ^imly woul^i be expofed to a 
creat many misfortunes, if the body iTas carried thro* 
the ordinary paflages. Tou do not talk rationally fatd 
the emperor to them, your heads are full if wbmjies. 
IFbat folly is it to think my good or had fortune depends . 
upon the laay by •which my taoihsi' goes to her iombi 
It was my iinbappinefs to lofe bevy and to fear any mtf- 
fortune, after fo great a hfy would be to dijhonour her 
after her deathy by fuperftitiotis rites and ridiculous ce- 
remonies, Some time afterCeveroI maids of honour to 
the emprefs came and fell at the emperor’s feet, . and * 
begg*d with tears, that he would fuffer them, who 
had ferv’d the empre& here, ‘to follow her mto the . 
other world, where their fervices might he needful 
to her. He faid to them : J have taken carojof that 
alreadyyyoit neednot therefore pat yourfelves terfariher ■ 
trouble about it. And, for fear left a cruel zeal might 
prompt them to lay violent hands on themfelves, he 
commanded their hair to be immediately cut off, and 
that they IhoxJd be coniinM. When they are ftiav*d, 
they fancy themfelves ufelefs, and unfit to ferve per- 
fons of quality in the other world. r V ■ 

Thefe 
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/ Thcfc cJcampIcs ire enough to !et us f-c, thit the 
emperor is very far trom giving himfelf up to all 
thcfc popular, extravaganacs He honours Con*- 
fucius, as the firft and wifcft philofopher in the 
world > in fevcral things he follows cuftom, when 


he judges it much for hts mtereft , at certain 
times of the ) ear he offers facnficcs m the temples, 
according to ancient pnftice, yet he fays, it is 
only m honour of the Cham ti, and that he a 
dorcs no other but the fupreme Lord of the uni 
verfe Thus ftr the inftrU(fhons of the miHiona 


nes have workM upon him He believes m one 
God, but flate reafons, and the gratification of his 
paflions, -fthtch arc oppofitc to the Ipint of Jefiis 
Chrilt, have never fufferai him to open his eyes 
to the truth of the golpel The ngidncfs and 
f venty of morals, wlych this requires, oftentimes 
flops the mofl relblute , and we fee every day 
perfons in the world, who have a greatnefs of 
foul enough to deferve the name of Heroes, who 
do yet want courage when they ought to behave 
themfelvcs as thofe who bear that of Chnftians 
Weverthelefs, this pnnee would not have any 
one think that he rejeJts our religion for ^vant of 
courage He told his muid to father Verbieft 
one <Eiy in thefe avoids Tear law ts hard, yet, 
vjjatezer difficulty was to he undergone, I jhould not 
, Jltck one imnate to he of tt, were I convinced of the 
* tzuth of tt If i was once a chrtfiian, I am pretty 
a well fgttsfed that tn three or four yars the whole 
empire would be fo toe For J am thetr najier 
We* might have Come hopes from thele fentiments 
of the pnnee, if we were not on the other fide 
perfuaded, that the Jove of pleafure, and the fear 
of giving occasion to fome revolution in the cm 
pue, were not almoft invaidbJe hindrances to his 
converfion 
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But who can find out th|^ Almighty’s dcfignsv 
And who has hitherto penetrated into the myfte- 
ries of his eternal councils ? Arc 'nob the hearts of 
the greateft princes as well as of the n^eancll: 
people in his keeping ? it is from that ‘Almighty 
hand that all our hopes are which ^as already 
confounded an infinite number of idols, and over- 
thrown many of their temples ; it has made vice- 
roys, minifters of ftate, princes, and one emprefe 
fubmit to the yoke of chriftjanity. * The^ more 
the converfion of^ the emperor requires miracles, 
the more worthy it is of the great power and in-^ 
finite goodnefs of God, who is called Great for 
no other reafbn than for the great and mighty 
things which he hath done. 

Thus, my lord, if Europe continues to fend 
into China fervent and deyout miflionaries, we 
may hope, that God will vouchftfe to make ufe 
of their zeal for the accompliihment of this great 
work. I am, in the moft profound m^ncr, 

Jt*^y Lord, r 

Tour Eminences moji obedient 

m<gk humble Seryout- 


9 31? ^onfitur RouilHci Comfellor of State ht 

Ordinary. 

^ Pf the EJlahliJbnient and Progrefi of the Chrijlmn 
Religion in ^ina. 

Sify • 1 

T H E ardent zeal, which yyi Tiave always (hew- 
ed towards efbblUhlng and promoting the 
chnftlan religion in China, mikes me hope, that 
you will lie pleafed with the letter which I now 
• take the boldnei^ to write to you. You will not 
only read therein thofe things which I have al- 
ready had the honour, td djfcourfe with you fo 
often about, but alfo many other ufcful remarks, 
which I hope may be worthy your curiofity and 
attention. 

It will, without doubt, bring you a great deal 
of comfort, by Shewing you, that your care, your 
pra)xis, and your bounty have been feconded by 
Heaven *, and that, in contributing fo much as you 
have done to the converlion of fo many ibuls, you 
will* at the end of the world be accounted a father 
oCmany faithful. 

0 But, in fpite of all that I can fay, you will 
noj; be made fenrtWe of thj great good you do 
Jihere, for it is with tKe greateft difficulty that 
you are brought to believe you do good : you 
will Rt lead jfee, -that the fervent miffionanes, 
who for more than an age have laboured in the 
large field of the gofpcl, are not altogether un- 
' worthy thejr deployment j and that the fruits, 
which they gather there, ftiould be an encourage- 
ment to all Europe, to perfeft this great work, 
^■\Yhich^ by them has been fo happily begun. 

' - Among 
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Among other things which the emperor objed'e^ 
agrunft us, when difcourfing of the chriftian religi- 
on, this was none of the weakeft. , If the know- 
ledge of Jefus Chrift, lays he fometimes, is ne- 
cefBry for falvation, and if God defireb the lalva- 
tlon of all men, why has he fo long^ kept us in 
ignorance and error ? It is now abov^ Tnctcen ages 
fince your religion, the only way men have to ob- 
tain falvation, has been eftabli/hed in the world j 
we knew nothing of it here. Is China fo incon- 
liderable as liot.to dc^rve to be thought of, while 
fo many barbarous ^tions have been enlightened ? 

The nuflionaries Iiave very) foUdly anfwered this 
cbjeflion, and that with fo good a face of reafon, as 
did give ample fatisfiiiftion to the emperor. 1 do not, 
here tell you, fir, their anfwer \ you ‘ do yourfelf 
know all that could be pofiibly faid thereto. But 
perhaps will not be teaious to* you to let you 
know, that China has not. been fo much negleifted 
as it thinks. We cannot inform ouffelves of all 
that has palTed in this new world fince^the death 
of our Saviour } for the Chineff hiftories feldom 
fpeak of any thing but what concerns political 
government : yet the Divine Providence would 
be fufficiently juftified in this point, if it had ail- 
ed for the falvation of QVtna no more than'ihas 
come to our knowledge. 

There is no doubt but St.Thomas preached the 
true fsuth in the Indi^, and. it‘ is as certain, tha'c 
the Indians had then great dealings wth the Chinefe, 
to whom almoft all India was tributary. . It is 
therefore very probable, that this appftle, to ^Whom 
the care of this new world was committ^, did not 
negleft the befi: part of it, which was then as much 
^ftinguilhed above the reft of the eaftern part, as 
Italy Was above the weftern in the moft: flou- 
ing condition of the Roman empire % fo that per- 
haps he himfelf travelled there, or at left Cent fomt 
of lus followers, ' This 
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^his conjedhire whioh carries its o^vn evidence 
with it, does ftili rccdve confirmation, from what 
•the Chinefe hiftories relate concerning thofe times, 
hiftory fays, that a man came into China and 
preached heavenly doftrine. He was not an ordinary 
man, adds the hiftory. Jus Jjfe^ his miracJes, and his 
••virtues made him admired by all the world. Fur- 
thermore, one may read in an anciatt brevnary of 
the church of Malabar, wrote in Chalde^ thefe 
Words, which arc in the office for St. Thomas's day. 
It "was by Si, *n>smas's the Cbtntfe and 

jStbwpians tat) t cenvertei and come to—ihe kninv- 
^ ledge cf the truth And in another place. It was by 
St ‘Tbsmas^ that is to lay, ly the preaebtrg of Si. 

^nast that the kingdom of heaven went into the empire of 
V China. And in an anthem wc read thefe words which 
follow ; 7be Indt^Sy Cbitta^ Perfia^ i^e. offer up^ tn 
memory cf St. ^on asy the worjhip due to tly holy 
name. We cannot tell what converfions he wrought 
there, nor hoW long religion floun/hed s but this 
is certain, that, if religion hath not been kept up 
in China tJl now’, the Chinefe may thank them- 
fclvc^ who, by acnmina] negJeft and voluntary 
ftubbomnefs, did fo eafily part with the gift of God. 

Neither is this the only time wherein our Lord 
hath vifitedihcm A gitat while after, that is, in 
the feventli century, a catholick patriarch of the 
tibidtes fent nuffioiijines thither, who preached the 
true religion with g^od fuccefs Altho’ their hifto- 
ty hath*inentioncd fomethmg of this, yet it is done 
in fov few words, and in To cirelefs and obfeure a 
mann^, that fhbuld never have had thehap- 
pineis of being thoroughly acquainted with this 
rtiiffion, wre it not for an accident which hap- 
’ pened a few* ysars 'rgo, wAarA rf plasf&i 
to bring about, for the ftronger eftablifhmg the 
faith in thu> great empre 
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Iti the year 1625, fbmel^la^ons dfeging near Si~ 
gan, the capital of the province of Xenfi, found 
a Idhg table of marble which had'^been heretofore*' 
erefted as a monument In the manner they bu*|d f 
them in China, and which time had buried in the 
ruins of fome buildin^, or had hid in^ the ground^ 
fo that no remains of it were vifible. This ftone,'' 
which was ten feet long and fix feet broad, was 
very nicely examined ; the more for^bis realbn, be- 
caule on the tdp of it there was a large crofs 
handfomcly engtavfc<J^^ below which, was a long 
difeourfe in Chinefc chatafters, and other letters 
which the Chinefe did not underftancj ; they were, 
Syriac charaftets. The emperor had notice of itj 
and had a copy of it lent him, and did command,* 
that the monument (hould be carefully kept in c 
a Pagode *, where it now^ is# about a mile from 
Si^. The fubftance of the infeription on the 
table is as follows : 

* There Is a firfl principle of all things, of a 

* fpiritual and intelligent nature# who created all ' 

‘ things out of nothing, and wfio fubfifts in^ thme 

* perfons. At man’s creation, he endued him ‘with 
‘ original juftice, made him king of the univerfe# 

* and mafter of his own paflions i but the devil, 

* drawing him into tetnpta'cion# corrupted his mind, 

* and difturbed the inward peace and innocence of 

* his heart. Hence Ijjrang. alj thofe misfortune^ 

‘ which overwhelm human kJad, and all thofe'dlf- '' 

* ferent fa«5b‘ons into Which we are crumbled. ' 

‘ Mankind, who fince that fatal fall did always 

* walk in darknefs, would never have found out 

* the path of truth, if one of thefe three perfons 

* of the Divinity had not taken upon him the , 

* nature of man, wWch man, we call the Media. 

‘ An angel proclaimed his coming, and fome time 

* after he was bom of a vir^n in Judea. This m^- 

* raeulotii 


An idePt ttr-pk. 
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^ faculobs birth was^fet forth by a new ftar in 
’ the heavens^ Some kings, who obferved the ftar, 

■ came and offered prefents to the Dmne Infant, 
^ thaf fo "^he law and prediftions of the twenty 
‘ four prophets might be accomplifhed 
‘ He governed the world, by mftituting a very 
' plain, fpintual, and hea^ enly law He eftablilh’d 
‘ eight beatitudes He endeavoured to difluade 
'■ men from Getting their hearts on the good things 
‘ ^of this world, m order to Jlif in them a love of 
‘ thofe good things whieJi' will never fail He 
‘ fet forth the beautifolnels of the three pnnapal 

* virtues ^ He fet open the gates of heaven to the 
‘ juft, to which place he himfelf afcended at mid- 

* day, leaving on earth twenty*fevcn books of his 
‘ doflnne, proper for converfion of the world 

He mftituted baptilm for the waftnng away lin, 

* and laid down his life on the croft for all men 

* without exception Hrs minifters cut not off 

* their beards, but have their heads ihaved, ex- 

* cepting a cu-qle of hair which they leave on 

* They have no fervants, for they make them 

‘ felves fupenor to none, whether m the height 

* of profpenty, or m the depth of afHiftion In 

* ftead of heaping up gches, they willingly impart 

* thar little all to thofe who are m tvant They 
‘ raft, both for mortification of themfclves, and 

* m obfervance of the laws They reverence their 

* lupenors, and ho. our ail good men They pray 

* feven*times a day for the dead and the Jiving 

* Tl^y offer facn^e every week to purge them 

* from their fins, and to purify their hearts 

* Even kings, who follow not this law, what- 

* foever they do, can never make themfelves truly 

eiftnwivV .yiycim, 

* a moft Wife and honoured pnnee, Olopouen 
coming from Judea, nfter a Jong courfe of 
dangers by fea and land, at laft amved at China 
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‘ m the year of our Lord 636 The emperor, 

* having notice of it, fent a Colao to meet him 

* m the fuburbs of the imperial aty, with orders 

* to conduct him to the palace Wlren he cab-;; 
‘ there, his law was exammed, and the truth of 

* itacl^owledged, fo that the et^eror, m favour of 
‘ him, made the following edift 

‘ No particular name comprehends the true law, 

‘ neither are the faints fixed to one, place , they 
‘ are fcattered th?^ the whole world, that they 
‘ may be univerftlljKa^efuI A man of Judea, ’of 
‘ exemplary virtue, » is arrived at our court we 
‘ have exammed his doAnne, and foupd it admi- 
*■ rable, with no mixture of pnde, and built upon 

* thofe principles which fuppofe die world had 1 

* beginning This law teaches the way of falva 

* tion, and cannot but extremely ufefu) to all 
‘ our fubjedts I therefore judge it necellary, that 
‘ It be taught them After%7aras, he commanded 
‘ that a church fhould be built, and nominated 
‘ one and twenty perfons to ferve that cure 

* Kao, the fon of Tai foum, fucceeded him m 

* the year 651, and endeavoured to make that re 
‘ hgion flourilh which his father had received He 
‘ highly honoured the bifhop of Olopouen, and 

* built m ill the provinces churches 'for the true , 
‘ God , fo chat the Bonzes fome years after, be 

‘ mg alarmed at the progrcfst which chnftianity* 

‘ had made, ufed all hrea 1$ t5»-^op the courfe oV it ' 
‘ The perfecution was great, and the" numbed 

* of the faithful grew fmall, ^hen our Lord«raifed 
up two perfons of extraoitiinary^zeal, who de- 

* fended the faith with fo much vigour, that in 
‘ a little time it recovered its former luftre The 

emperor on his part ftrove to‘ confirm it more 

* and more , even fo far, as to command five 

* kings to go to church, and proftrate themrclve^ 

* before the altar, and to creit other chuithes in* 

* rcveral 
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‘ fevenltow's toth(;ihonourofthcGod of tha chri- 
‘ ftians Thus the foundation, fliook by the ftrug- 
‘ glc whiclf the Bonzes made, became morfe fohd and 
‘ ^tter^fixcd than ever 

In th 5 mean while the pnnee himfelf continued 
‘ to give great figns of his piety , lie made the pic- 

• tures of his prcdecelTbrs earned to church , he 
‘ offered himielf an hundred pi*.ces of filk upon the 
‘ altars , paid mighty refpeft to Ki-ho, a mifllo 

‘ nary newly, amved out of Jfude^ and all his life- 
‘ time omitted notJnng that ivas n;<e/l^y for the pro- 
‘ pagatmg the gofpel m hi?Hrominioi.s Venmm, 

‘ who fuccceded him m the year 757, inherited his 
‘ Virtue *a% well as croivn He built five churches 
He was famous for his other greater qualities as well 
‘ as for his care of religion 
* The following emperors confirmed chndiamty 
' by their cdiifls and examples We can pray fox' 

‘ them without feanng that our prayers will not be 
‘ heard, for f/iey were humWc and peaceable , they 
‘ bore with the faults of their neighbours , and did 
' good to all foits of men Which is the true cha- 
‘ raile/ of chnftianity, and is the true way to make 
‘ peace and plenty flow into the greateft kingdoms 
‘ Others of them were exercifed m the ivorks of 
‘ the brighteft chanty The emperor So tcoum of- 

■ fered at fhe altar, and built churches , befides he 

■ aflembled together the pnefts of four churches, 

• and for forty daj s fijfved them himfelf with great 
refpeft,,he fed thso'P&irY^^loathed the naked, 

■ healed the lick, and buned the dead It is to keep 
‘ up the •nemory of^fheir great adtions, and to let 
‘ poftenty know the prefent ftate of the chnftian re- 

• hgion here, that we have erected this monument in 
t the year 782 

'Ffiis, ifr, IS a r&ifdrui’epitbnnroi^wito-iifremaric- 
ible m this flimous remain of Chincfe antiquity The 
Bonzes, who keep it m one of their temples near Si 
** A a gan, 
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gan, have erefted, over-againft it, a long table of 
marble every way like it, with encolniums upon the 
gods of the country, to dimimlh as much as they can 
the glory which the chriftian religion receives from ' 
thence. The chronicle of China confirmc, ‘by* 
order and fucceflton of the emperors, what the mo- " 
nument fayS’ of it *, but I am apt to think, that the- 
virtues of thofe emperors mentioned therein are ex- ^ 
alted too much, fome of whom, in hiftory, are faid to 
have done as much for paganifm, as this lays they ‘ 
did for chriftianit^ However that be, it is a pl^ 
teftimony, that the i«tk\v?s preached there, and re- 
ceived by a great many perlbns. It'flourilhed there 
atleaft an hundred fouifcore and lix years/ kndper- , 
haps much longer, for we have no account of its fai-^ 
lure, for the very memory of it was loft i and, when 
the new mifllonaries of our fociety came thither, < 
they found no fign or footftep of irt 

It was in the year 1552, that faint Xavier went 
thither in h(^es to add this new conqueft to the king- 
dom of JeUis Chrift. It l«med that great man 
had made but an eftay in the Indies, and, if I mayufe 
the expreflioii, had but lerved an apprenticel^jp to 
that zeal, which he would be perfeft mafter of in 
China. And furely Mofes never had a more ardent 
defire to enter into the Holy Land, to gather with 
his people the temporal riches of that country, than , 
this apoftle longed to carry into this new world the 
the treafurcs 01 the golMl, ^tBoth^'^bne and t’other , 
died by the providene^t God^ in a time when their' 
long voyages and infinite labours Teemed aiifwered by 
a great probability of fuccefs., t, 

The feripture tells us, Mol«-s death was a punilh- 

to be a reward for the abundance of his. God had a 
tnind to reward hU zeal, his labours, and his cha- 
rity } and was willing to defer, for a rime, that tor- 
rent of mercy, which he defigned for the empire of 

Chinii, 

t 
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China, that he might rtwanl h*s fervant with fhat 
glory, which he had procured for fo many nations. 
Hi died *n the ifie of Sinchcu, or as >vc fpeak it, 
Smciaii, under the jurilHiftion of the province of 
ASnton i Jt is well known, that he hy in the ground 
feveral months, all which ttrae God preferved linn 
from the ufual corruption i from hence he was carried 
to Goa, where, from that time, he hath been ho- 
noured as the protedlor of that place, and the apoftle 
of the Eaft.» ^ 

The touch of his I wdy c cy^crated the place of 
his burial. That inanjf~becartc not only a famous 
place, btit alfo an Holy Land. Even the heathi*i 
honoured* it, and fled thither, as to a city of refiigc. 
•Injthe mean time pirates haunted thole coafls, that 
no veflels dared to go thereabouts j fo that the placet 
where this facr^ tomb'lay, v.ms quite imknown to 
the Europeans , and it Is but a little while ago, thlf 
tliey difeovered it by a particular accident. 
f In tha-yxeu; idS8.„a JPcftugocfe^cflcl_whIch, com- 
ing 'from Goa,' had oiv.board:tl«£goyeTTO^l 2 n^lwao, 
wa^ fuzed by a^fudden gull; of wind, and for^ to 
let the Ihip drive tov/aids thefe tflimds, do what ihey 
could. They caCt anyhci between the ifles of San- 
• ciaih and Lampacao, wliich were lb rrar o c another, 
■■&5^o*rnake,a kind of 'ha\^n^ Contrary vdnds, con- 
tinuing” eight days, gave fath”er Caroccio a jefuit, Who 
was on board* an ogportunity of fatisfyhg his^ de- 
jVout refolutionsT He _vent^u Ihore, and wap re- 
Iblved, in fpltc of*flangei^ro go in fearcli of the 
faint’s- tomb. The pilot and moftpartof the fai- 
lore followed him, aixJ^iey fearched the r.holc ifland, 
buf to no purpofe. 

. 'At tlaftra~Chindi:j 3n inhabitant of_the place, 
imagining, with himfclf, \vas which they fo 

ardently fought after, undertook to gutde^ them, and 
led them to a place which all the inhabitants reve- 
Kjneed, and where he himfelf began to perform 
\ . A a 2 adllons 
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aiSlions and gedures of piety. ^ The father, who 
could not underftand him, began to f^rch about for 
fome figti or mark of the ^ulchre, and found at lafi; * 
a ftone five cubits Jong, and three broad, upon, whi;^ J 
were cut thefe words m Latin, Poituguefe, Chinele^ * 
and Japonnefo, Xavier, a man ttuly apoftolicaJ^ 
uas buried. Then they all fell on their knees, and c 
did with devotion fcifs that earth, which the tears 
and the laft groins of that apoftle had fiin(5b’fied. / 
The inhabitants cf the place came in und followed , 
the example of the>®ortuguefe : even the EnglUh, 
for one of their veflelj cam^o an anchor in the lame 
place, came thither to honour the faint, and. prayed ^ 
a geeat while at hts tomb. Father Caroccio fome 
time after Cud mafs in his Pontificalibus, while the . 
two veflels, the EngliJh and Portuguefe, did feveral , ^ 
times difeharge their artill^, and gave marks of 
their common joy. 
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Laftly, to prefei;je the memory of that ho!) 
place, they refolved to build a good fquare nail all 
•round the t6mb, and to dig *i ditch to fecure it from 
.all ^inundations Jn the midll, between thefe iralls, 
raifed the ftone which they found overturned, 
and built an altar, as a memorial of the auguft lacn- 
jfice of the euchanft, which had been offered up 
there, which might al/b (trve to celebnteit upon 
again, if either accident or devotion Ihould cany the 
'minillers of Jefus Chnft thither any more The 
people of the place did themlely^alllft to^va^ds the 
carrj mg on this little wtJrfc^*^d /hewed as much 
zeal for the honour of /^he funt & the Chnftians did 
• This pface is of itfelf very pleafant You fee 
there a fmall plain extended from the bottom of a 
hill, on one ffde of which ts a wood, on the other 
^ 5-^ g ardens cultivated , \ nvulet, which turns and 
't^mes about, renders the ifland very fertile It is 
not utiinhabit^, as fome have wrote, there are feven 
teen villages m it The land is manured, even the 
very mountains , and the inhabitants are fo far from 
wanting the ne*efiaries of life, that the growth of 
thcr* ifland is enough to cany on fuch commerce as 
yields them a moderate plenty 
, You will eafily pardon me, fir, for this fhort di 
-gacSIdn concerning St Ivanas Xavier A milTo 
nary can’t fpeak of him, wthout being naturally m 
dined to enhi^e^about evay thing that concerns this 
great man It ivas he, tv ho fettled upon a folid foun 
dation all tlie miflion«<«flr^^rfe*lndies , and who, in 
the laft, y^rs of his life, encouraged his brethren to 
enterpifte^he great de^n of the converfion of Chi 
na His zeal paflea into th"ir minds and hearts , 
and, tho’ eiery body but Xavier thought it impofli 
ble that the deiign fhould take effeft, the fathers 
Roger, Pafio, and Ricci, all three Italians, did re 
folve to fpend all their pains, and, if it were necef- 
fvy, all their blood m this great work. 

‘ Y ? Til' 
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The dhticukies, which the devil raifed, did not 
difeourage them. They enter’d one after the other 
into the fouthern ’provmces. The novelty of their ‘ 
dodlrine brought titem auditors, and the fan5bit)V^ 
thdr lives made thofe auditors have a favoura^'rc-' 
opinion of them. At firft they heard them with 
pleafure, and afterwards witlr admiration. Father* 
Ricci, above all, diftinguiftied himfelf by his zeal and 
underftanding •, for he was thoroughly inftrufted i 
in the cuttoms, the religion, laws, and ceremonies 
of the country, all w- ^ch he had ftudied a long time 
before at Macao. f^eTpo^thcir language fluently, 
and underftood their v/ritings perfeiftly was ^ 

joined to a fweet, eafy, complaifant temper, and a 
certain infinuadng behaviour, which none but him-' 
felfhad, ^7hich it w-as'hard to refift j but above all, , 
an ardou^ which the l*Io^y Ghoft inftils intoVir^ 
worhmen of the Lord's harveftj ali this, I fty, got* 
him the repute of a great man and an apoftle. 

Not bat that he met wih a great many rubs in 
the work of God. The devil overthrew his defigris 
more than once. He had the fiipcrkirlon of the 
people, the jealoufy of the Bonzes, and the nl hu- 
mour of the Mandarines to deal with j all which w- 
plcntly oppofed what he wasabour to efiabJin-j. , Yet 
he never ga%c overj andGOd pave him pecfev’eraifcv; 
a, virtue veiy ncccfliry in the beginning fiich cntcr- 
prifes as thefe, which always jnect unm oppofition, 
and which men of ^^jKjJ^nttndons in the world .* 
fometimes let fall, th?counigeir*rQr v.ant ©f prefent 
fucceft to fortify them in the profccution of their 
defign. ^ *■ '*~ 

Father Ricri, after many years fniitlcfs labour, 

haA, 

He nrd" many and mighty converfions in the pro- 
v.ncc“ The Mandarines themfclvcs* opener! their 
c)'es t j the I’ght of our holy faith, which our mlfTi- 
onar)* tarried even almoft as far as to the court. TM 
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emperoi Vanli, theiii-cjgnuig, received hmnvith great 
marks of Kfpefl and kindnefs , and, among divers 
^ European cunofities, which the father prefented to 
^.^5, hh was fo taken with fome piftures of our Si 
~tuour and the Virgin Miry, that he ordered them to 
be fet up m in high 'place m his palace, as things to 

* which he would have a refpeft (hewn 

This kind welcome from the emperor gained him 
' the good will of all the lords at court, and, m fpitc 
of the oppoAtion of fome migi^tes, who, accord 
mg to their cuftom, coukLa*. t deal handfomely by 
a llniiger, he bought^ houfe*at Pekm, and gamed 
, fuch a foindation anfl eftabhlhment there, as hath 
been fmee the fuppVt of all the mifltons into this 
‘empire ^ 

^ligion was by this iJ^eans known (and without it, 
, ^tiTO uld have betn impollible to have fupported it , ) 
tKuf It came into efteem, and was preached by the 
new mifllonanes, who made great advantage of fa 
ther Ricci’s firft labours The court and all the pro 
Vinces refound^d every where with that adorable 
nagie *, which the Jews heretofore, thro’ the refpedt 
they bore fo it, never fo much as pronounced to 
their profelites, and which the new converted Chi 
named to their coxmtrymen with a refpeft yet 
greater , dor the European workmen being but 
few, gave an oppoitunity to fcveral Mandarines, to 
preach the gdQiel, ond there were fome of them 

* who by their zeal^gcA-w.d5^indmg promoted the 
affairs of religion as much as the moft fervent mifTi 

It IS true, that tl\fe fuccefiw were fome tiitie after 
> 4 nterrupted , for it is the charafter of truth, that it 
Vnakes itfelf enemies, and the lot of the chnilian 
religion always to bepeifecuted Providence being 
defirous to try the fidelity of thefe new chnftuns, 
and to re inflame the zeal of their muufters, permit 
yrinai 

A a 4. ted 
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ted the idol pnefts to oppofe the preaching of the 
gofpel , fo that it \ ery ne^r came to pafs, that a 
cabal of fome Bonzes, fupported by fe\ cral Manda- 
rines, had, by the deftru&ou of father Ricc*., 
thrown in one minute the work of feveral years 
But the greateft danger to ^is holy man and hiS 
miffion came from h s own brethren, I mean the Cu- 
ropean chnftians Some Portuguefe of Macao, in 
cenfed agamft the jeAiits, relblved to deftroy them 
m China, altho* them they def^roycd the chnf 
tian religion thereX. The^ could not but know 
what the holy intenti^'^C thofe fathers were m 
going thither, yet tKey accuf^ them as fpi^s, who, 
under pretence of preaching thj gofpel, fccretly ma- 
naged a confpiracy, and hid a dcfign to feize upon 
China by the force and affif ance or the Jiponnefe, 
Hollanders, and chnftians of that ^.ountry 
It muft needs be a great amazement to any 
who obferves the rage and bitteme/s of thefe falfe 
brethren, who, altho’ engngctl by their religion to 
propagate the work of Go<l even wth the lofs of 
their lives, were yet re(blv«i to dcfvroy it by fuch 
vile and falfe ifpcrfons * * 

This ridiculous flory, which was fet forth with 
heat and violence, and built upon fome circuniftanccs 
v/hith earned feme fhow of truth, nfily fpundcrcvw. 
•’mong the Chincfc, natunlly ixcLfllvcl) fufpjcious, 
and very vicll fatisfied In a lon^cxncpcnce, tint the 
Icift commotions or rebellion inigKi bntig the mod , 
po'v erful empires to ruitT" '***'^ * 

The pofccu'ion was very (harp, the weak, chn- 
dians were fcindaliied, and dtdtipodatiTc TroVi ftic 
f.i*h bather M^rtmez was taken up, imp*^ronctl, 
"nd ladmadoM, till it Icnpth he chil thro' h s trS 
incnts -ind, it this accufation of the chndari lud 
ever came to the knowledge of the courr, it i5 very 
probaWc it would have b'm the utter ovirthrow of 
fhndan.*y here But our l^rd Aopp'd the growt 
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ing evil m Its bud, ^nd, by the means of a Mandv 
thnne, a mrticuhr fnend of father Ricci, give peace 
to the minion, and Iibert) to the evangclicaj work- 
n\«n « 

After na\ ing furmountod a great many obflacles of 
this nature, and preached the gofpcl to an infinite 
number of people, this Arvent mifilonarj died. 
The heathens judged him the v ifcft and moft undcr- 
ftanding man of his age . the chnfiiins loved him as 
their fathci^ and the preachers of the gofpcl made 
him a model hereby to form 'Ticmfclvcs He had 
the fa»isfaAjo)i of dyp<g'*Wr the midfi of a pJcntiful 
harvefij^but dijtiirbed, that there were fo few 
u orkmtii to ger it t« , (o that he recommended no- 
thing moa cameftlK to his brethren, who afiifted 
him in his lift fickne{s\ than fo receive with aU ima- 
jn'hblc JO) an4 comfort all thofe who (houldcomc 
««la*partake of their labours • If they fnii^ fays he to 
them, it hen they amxe here^ trejjts from the tnen tes 
ef chrtjiianii^, do you fiteeien the btiternfs of tben^ 
by detrorjlrattcns ef the ni'Ji tender fritn^o and 
incjl tnfnmed fbanty 

• The churches of China, of which he was the 
main fiipport, ^verc flnken by his fall , for altho* the 
emperor for fome years afterwards /hewed himfclf 
'M'bmewhat fivourablc tothe chnftian religion, yet, in 
1615, there arofe agamft it the cruelJefi tempeft that 
It had ever yet fufiered It was occafioncd by one 
of the pnncifftl JN^andannes of Nankim *. They 
chiefly ‘f't upon thereby the eafier to 

difperfe the flock Some were cruelly beaten, others 
almoft jli^impnlbned, and earned after- 
wards to Macao, after liiving the honour of fiifler- 
f'lng a thoufand injuries and reproaches fpr the love of 

^Tefus Chnfi 

The terapeft lafted near fix years , but at laft the 
perfecutor, bgng Enlfelf accufed, atas, by God's 

• • ^b^akia 

Jud^mentj 
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judgment, deprived both of his crt^ces and alfo of his 
life. His death gave the chriftians forpe refplte, 
who, after that, multiplied more than ever, thro* 
the labours of a great many miflionaries.{ ft 
about this time -f-, that the riglit reverend fathers w 
the order of St. Dominick joined with us ; many of 
■whom do at this time labour in China with a great 
deal of zeal and fuccels. 

About this time father Adam Schaal, a German, 
appeared at court, ^jd added a new luftre'to chriftia- 
nity, which had but iiev^j^^rang up agwn. He 
was perfeftly flciUed in.mathe^i^icks, and made ufe 
of h^ knowledge therein to obtain the eptperor*s 
kindnefs j he was, in. a little time, fo highly in the 
emperor’s &vaur, that he thou^t he /hould be able, 
by his o\vn intereft alone, p eftabllfh the chrhh'an 
religion foH^lly. He be^n to maketufe of his intfe** 
reft with good fucceft, when an infurrcflion 
turned the whole go\‘2mment, and 'with it all his 
promifing hopes. 

This great ftat^ whofe power feemed to be 
enough to fecure it from the moft violent fhoc^ 
whatever, was made fenfibic then, that there is no- 
thing conftant in this world. Some robbers being 
met together, by the accefs of multitudes of m?Je-_. 
contents, who joined thenf, formed vaft- armies : 
they burned towns, and plundered whole provinces. 
China prefcntly changed its afp-ft, arid, from the 
moft nouriihing empir^b^ajue^the ftage for thd 
moft bloody war. Never were there feen fo many 
murthers and barbarities. The emperor, bejn^ft’ts. 
prifed at Pekin, ftranglcd himfelfWbr fear of ^ing 
into the hands of the viftors. The ufurper was^ 
toon drove out oT the throne *by the Tartars, wbj» 
felz*d upon it. The princes of the blood, who tn 
different places were procUimed “mperorC were van- 
quifticd or killed. Then utT the Mandarines rofe, ^ 
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fome declaring f»r Taitary, othfers for liberty : 
others only carried on the fighting trade, in hopes 
to make their private fortunes from the publick ruin. 
^^oTie^of thofe laft were rather monfters than men, 
giving themfelvcs to all that lieentioufne/s, which 
the moft inhuman cruelty and barbarity could prompt 
them to, made whole provinces defolate, and fhed 
more blood to fatisfy th^r brutality, than the moft 
ambitious prince in the world would for the conqueft 
of an empire. 

Religion, which groped amidft thofe troubles, 
had the comfort n»*erfl 5 elefs of feeing many great 

E er/bns jConvertad j/one emprefs with her fon were 
aptlfed i fcarce either of them lived after their re- 
ception of the falthVthe fruits of which they could 
not enjoy but in the omcr world. Laftly, the Tar- 
tars by their ^?,lour, and by a conduift equal to the 
jcpaJicy of ancient Rome, made themfeJv&mafters of 
China, and, in a few years, obliged all the provinces 
to fubmit to a foreign yoke. 

Then we thought religion’s cafe defperate ; but 
God, who n^feds not the affiftance of men, when he 


Khth a mind to fupport his own work, infpired on a 
fudden this new prince with a greater afFeflion for the 
chriftian religion, than we dared hope for from the 
•'•Chinefe emperors, tfe hot only took away the 
government of the mathemadeks from the Maho- 
metans, whijh the^ had poflefled for 300 years, and 
gave it to ftlher Ad^ i but by a fpedaJ pri^ege 
he fuffered that 'fiSKa^d'apply himfelf to him im- 
mediately in all things, wWch concerned the mifllo- 
'nar^s, 'without paffing thro’ the formalities of 
the courts of juftice, who are very fevere to ftran- 
j^ers. This fignal favour, joined with many others, 
rtifed up the courage of chriftians, and give the 
hejtRenr-greaten^Scrty to clofe wth the true reli- 
gion. , Man5p,^rion?^f the beft quality at Pekin 
defired b^fmi the provinces follow’d the example 
V ^ of 
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of the court, and the harveft ^ccame fo plentiful, 
that the workmen were too few to gather it in. 

Thofe, who were employed therein, laboured with 
fuch an hearty zeal, that we do at this prefent 
tlie effefts of it. There were found perfon^ of en^' 
nent virtue, prudence, and underftanding, whom God 
had formed during the troubles and civil wars, and 
which the Spirit of the Almighty drew out of the 
chaos, like fo many ftars, to Ihed forth the light of 
the gofpel, unto tlie moft hidden parts pf this vafl: 
empire, accompanying their preaching with figns 
and wonders. 

Among thofe extraordinary men, father Faber, a 
Frenchman, diftinguilhed himfeVf above tfyi reft. 

1 had the happinefs to tarry feme rime *m that pro- 
vince, which was allotted to/nis care> and I have, 
after fo many years, found theferec ous remains 
which are the neceftary confequenc& of holm^3j„. 
Thofe, who were wltnelfc of his adlicns, tell to 
their children the miracles which he wought to con- 
firm them In their faith > and, altho’ one need not be- 
lieve all which they relate of him, v/e cannot never- 
thelefs deny, that God did In many occafions g vt 
an extraordinary concurrence in fcvcral great things 
wliich he enterprifed for his glory. 

It is worth knowing after \xhat manner he foundld*.- 
the miftion of Hanchum, a tov n of the firil rank in 
Xenfi, two days journey diftant from the capital. He 
was invited thither by a Mandarin^ and a fmall num- 
ber of chnftlans, which hifotrChTharc, made him the 
more laborious to increafe their number, God put ijto 
his hands a means of doing this vjhich he nc%*ertrX-*^ 
pefted. One of the great boroughs, liich in China 
arc as big as the to^\ns, was then over-run by a pro-^-^/ 
dlgious multitude of locufts, which cat up all the 
leaver of the trees, and gnawed the ^^rafs tc 'h-a-ver)* 
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The inhabitants, *^fter having ufed all imaginable 
means, thought fit to apply themfelves to father 
Faber, whofe repute was every where talked of The 
f^her«topk from thence an occifion to explain the 
rfJl^apal myftenesof our faith, and added, that, if 
they would fubmit themfelves thereto, they fhould 
not only be delivered from the prcfent plague, but 
that alfo they (hould obtain innumerable Weflings, 
and eternal happmefs They embraced it willingly, 
and the father, to keep his word with them, marched 
in ceremony into the highways; m his ftole and his 
furplice , and fpnnkb;&i^ and down holy water, 
accomp^ying his ^on with the prayers of the 
church? but cfpecial y with a lively faith God heard 
the voice of his fer'^nt, and the next day all the 
infers difappeared A 

fiut the people, whole minds were wholly bent 
•cpsn the things of this world, as foon'as they law 
themfelves delivered, negledled the counfel which 
the milTionary had given them They were there 
fore immediately punilhed, and the pla^e grew 
worle than it before Then they acculed one the 
oJhfir of their want of faith , they ran m crowds to 
the father’s houfc, and cafting themfelves at his feet 
We will not rife up, father, laid they, till you have 
'^idoncd us We coifcls our fault, and proteft, 
that, if you will a fecond time deliver us from this 
affliilion witlv'whicj^ Heaven threatens us, the whole 
borough will Immediately acknowledge your God, 
who alone can wiJlIcTuch ’great miracles 

The father, to increafe their fiuth, made them beg 
‘agi&t while A\ infpired as before, he fent up 
his prayer, and fpnnkled his holy water, and by the 
tNext day there was not an mfeft to be found in the 
sWi Then the whole borough, being brought over 
to tl ^ tro t h, foU-Mved the guidance of God’s holy 
Spint, they p^e^f**’»ftniftcd and formed into a 
• church, wH'^, tho’ it was abandoned for fome years. 
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is ftiU reckoned one of the ^evouteft millions in 

China. 

They fay allb of this father, that he has been car* 
tied over rivers thro* the air, that they ha^^c 
him in an extafy, that he foretold his own dea^J 
and ^d feveral other fuch wonders ; but the greatcft 
miracle of all was his life, which he fpent in the con- 
tinual exercife of all the apoftolical virtues, in a pro- 
found humility, in a fevere mortification, in a fettled 
patience, proof againft all forts of injuries, in a flam- 
ing charity, and lender devotion to the Mother 
of God, all which he to his death to 

the edification, and, I‘may fa^ the admxrariqp even 
of the idolaters. V ‘ 

While chriftianltjr fprcad hv root deep through- • 
out the movinces, it flouri/hLH every day more and 
more at Pekin j the empercA' did n 9 t feem far from 
it. He c4me often to our church, and did tkasa-^ 
adore the divine Majefty in iuch an humble man- 
ner, as would have been commendable in a chri- 
ftian. There are ftUl wrings from his own hand, 
wherein he acknowledges the beauty tnd the purity 
of our holy lawj but.i heart let upon faifual picalurfcs 
can never follow the directions of the Spirit. When 
father Adam has been prefling upon him : You are, 
faid he, in the right \ hut bm can exptht that 
one JhotiU be able to prablife all tbefe latoj ? Take a-way 
tivo or three of the ^ificulirjl^ a»dy after jhaty perhaps 
vse may agree to the nf. T hus t fusycfting prince, di- 
vided bettveen the voice hf fujntaTt*naturc and grace, 
though^ that we might favour nature at the cxpcncc 
of rcli^on j but the father ^Vbihim to undirftandT 
that wc were only the oublilhcrs, not the authors of . 
the gofpcl. Ncvcrthclcfs, my lord, fays the fathcy'i 
to htm one day, tho* wc propofc to the corrupt worU 
a body of morals, which furpafs t^pir foracAa Com- 
ply With, and myftcries whiril arc ru^'c thrir reafon 
to comprehend, wc do not from thwTtC defnair to *, 
X h»vc / 
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him fpcak upon his knees, buf^n-led him up, and 
heard his laft advice with Tomewhat Jefs prejudice 
agamft it than ufual , ordered him aftetuaVds a pre- 
ferit of tea, and difmifled him with fuch ma^rks^f 
tendernefs as touched him to the bottom of his foib, 
of which he \vas the more fcnfible, becaufe he never 
could bnng it about, to work in him a true converfion 
His death was equally fetal to the Bonzes, who 
w^re thereupon driven from the palace, and to the 
true religion, avhich was thereby brought within a 
nail’s breadth of defffuAion Many churches built 
upon the coafts of the maftOme provinces were de 
ftrpyed, by an eduft which cormnanded, that ^every 
body on the coafts fhould retire i ten or elevbi miles 
Within land, and deftroy all ^citations within that 
compafs all round the coafts, ylcaufe a famous pirate 
made ufe of them m carr) mg on a war agamft the 
emperor They were alfojuft going*to rum MaosiJa. 
and order was given to dnve the Portuguefe thence, 
when father Adam uled his utmoft effort to fave it 
At this time all his credit andintereft, which he had 
employed fo much to the advantage oftreligiorf, end 
cd , for, in a little time, he became the objedt of tthe 
moft bloody persecution that e\ er the church fufFered 
The four Mandannes, who had the regency during 
the emperor’s mi lonty, moved upon different topicksj^ 
and efpeciall) animat^ agamft the chnftians, to whom 
this father was the mam fupport, put him and three 
of his companions into pnfon SDthor preachers of 
the gofpel were fummonM tS' Pekin, who n\'»t with 
the fame treatment, and were loaded each with ^jme 
chains They burned their boo^s, their beads, 
medals, and whatever ellc earned the face of religion , 
nevcrthelefs they fpared the churches , ns for th^ 
chnftian flock, they met with a more mild ufage^/'^ 
Thofe famous confeflbrs had ^e hoaai>.idoe 
dragged before all the feats There it 

was 
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r/as that their envies did admire their courage 
But they were above all moved by the miferable 
condition df father Adam That venenble old man, 
w]^ b^t a day or twd before was the oracle of the 
^drt, and the fevounte of a great emperor, now 
appeared m the form of a flavc, loaded with chains^ 
and opprefled \/ith infirmities, dejeiSed by the weight 
and burthen of age, but much niore by thdt of ca- 
lumny which laboured to blemifh his innocence He 
had a fort jof catarrh which hinder'd him from 
making his defence , but father Verbieft forfook him 
not, and anfwered nuti, to hiS enemies, m fo 
fenfible^a manner, th/t the judges could not enough 
• admire the conftancy/of the perfon accuf’d, nor the 
Jieroical chanty of tf'* perfon who defended him 
However, as innocent is he was, he was condemned 
to be ftrangled, which is^in China an honourable kind 
sfiS'isS'th* but aften-vards, as tho‘ they repented that 
they had not been unjuft enough, they repealed the 
fentence, and gave another, wherein the father was 
condemned to be publickly expofed m the market 
place, and be hacked alive into ten'thoufand pieces 

The fiipreme court fent the fentence to the re 
gency, and to the princes of the blood, to have it 
confirmed, but God, who had till then feemed to 
\ave* relinc^uifhed his fervant, began to /peak in fa- 
vour of his caufe by a temble earthquake The 
wliolc land was confounded at this prodigy Every 
^body excIaimed*that‘Heaven. jtfelf would punifnthe 
injuftice o£ the magiftrates, who therefore, to apeafe 
the pgople, opened all the pri/bns in the town, and 
n^ade:'an^i5b of obliyurt for all criminals/ e^ceeptmg 
the confeflbrs of Jefus Chrift, who were ftill kept 
'u>phains, as tho’ they had been the only viftims for 
H£ay&7 had japr/wccro 

But^bs^sfttherpnppcared divers prodigies, andw 
particular fire ^ifum^ great part of the court of 
jaftice, at laftf-^r obtained that from thefe unrighteous 

‘ B b judges/ 
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judges, which innocence could n^t. They fet fathci* 
Adam at liberty, and permitted him to go home to 
his houfe, till the emperor jhould otherwife'^dilpofe of 
him. THs great man blemilKM, indeed to' oytvmd 
appearance, by an ignominious fentence which 
ftever repealed 5 but in truth full of glory, for having 
defended the honour of religion, by expofing his onm 
life, died a little while after, worn away by the toil 
of an apoftolical life, but more by the hardlhips and 
inconvenlencies of a troublefome prifon. . 

His death v as to'o precious in the eyes of God, to 
be unaccompany’d with fome %nal blefling upon the 
forrov’ful remains of perftcutM chriftianipr, Tt Is 
true that the miflionaries of thj' provincesSvere ba- 
nifucd to Canton, among whioK three were Domim-* 
cans, one Franclfcan (and an/ther of the lame order 
died in prifon) and one and twenty jcfults ; yet four 
were kept* at the court, whom tne providewtc^w 
God made ufe of aftenvards to fettle chriftianity 
agalir ii; its priftine fplendor. 

God himfelf revenged the innocence of his fer- 
vaiits. Sony, the firfl Mandarine in the regency, 
the moft dangerous enemy the fathers had, dJea a 
month or two after. The fccond, named Soucama, 
was afteravards indlilcd and condemned to a cruel 
death, his goods confifeated-i his children, in number' 
feven, had their heads cut off, excepting the third, 
who ^vas cut to pieces alive, the punjfhment which 
that wickedjudge had dcfign*d/6r father Adam, and , 
with which God chaftifed liis cruT.es in the perfons of 
his children. Yam-quam-ficn, who had be en the 
chief inftrument in the perfeebtion, fared ho 'better 
than them, for after the death of father Adan^ 
dc was maac preriuent of the matiicmaticks, 
h-ul the cha^c of the kalendar of the cmpIn^ycTO- 
mitted to him. I'-ithcr Vcrb^5A>-/iccufc\4wwd^ and 
plainly made appear thc^C^JoramfCyOf this pitiful 
rnathcmaUchn. V,.. . *. 

Tliif 

> / 



o/* ihe tlhiJiiaH "Reltgiok j>?China 3^i 
‘This was a bold ^ftroke, becauft the ptefident’s 
party W^, very’ ftrongj and the flames which had 

■ Caufed the perfecutioii were not yet quenched , but 

* things concurr’d to give fuccefs to this enter- 

' prize The underftandmg of the fiither, the kind- 

nefs which the new empdror had for the Europeans^ 

* butefpecially the particular providence of God which 
did fecretly manage this important affair } for it i3 
certain that, m the feveral trials whereby they proved 
the goodnefs'of our mathematicks, the heavens did 
fo exadbly agree with what our fathers had foretold, 
even above the cerfam*y whichour tables and calcu 

Jations eoiild promife us, that it fe«med as tho* God 
had guided the ffars m fuch a courfc as was necef 
Tary to juftify our mtflnnanes account of them 
The prefiaent of the mathematicks ufed hiS bed 
endeavours to defend himftif, and, becauf? he could 
tllit 4}fde his igno“ance in aftronomy, he endeavoured 
to put upon the judges, and perfuade them that the 
Chnftian religion contained much greater errors than 
thofe he was guilty of In the roidff of fbme meet 
ing^, where the emperor %vas prefenr, he behaved 
himfelf ul fuch i manner is the emperor could 
fcarcely bear ivith him He laid his hands ncrofs, 

* und cned out as loud as he could Ste btre^ d's hjt 
ohfervev.bat tbefe felU^i*(idore^ rnd “i-^bat they tt,o Id 
have us vjor/hip /w, a r an vobo v.as banged., ft perfon 

, *u)ho eaas cruciffi^ i •&/ aiy cite jildge hereby of tbeif 
'<inderfiandtng a-id goed faife 

But all thefe cxcurfions ferred only to diminith hiS 
own fivdit This wicked perfon, more blamcab’c 
for his crimes than fdr ha ignorance, loft his charge, 
find %vas condemned to death Notwithftanduig the 
ct^»«ror fufpended the execution of the fentence by* 
rcaf^* -sf his exfraon^nary old age i but God htmreft 
c\ccufe(Ht5^tcr't>-^ vengeance Hefnote him 
With an homble^lc-r, nd, bv h s forrowful death, 
feJigJon from thiS monfter of m qtrrj* 

B b 2 Then 
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Then the care of the mathcKiaticks was comihit- 
ted to Father Verbleft, the ancient mifllqnarles were 
recalled to their old churches, but forbid to go about 
to build new ones, or to labour in the coc-Vcrfii^ of' 
the Chinefe. Laftly, to magnify our happinefs, the* 
memory of father Adam was mightily relpeAed even 
at court: he was pubhckly juftifiedand cl«:red, his 
charges and titles of honour were remanded him, 
and his anceftors made nobility. The emperor him- 
felf appointed cotjfiderable fums of mUney to build 
liim a {lately maufoleum, which at this prefent is to 
be feen, in room of fepulchre, adorned with ftatues 
and feveral marble figures, according to the cuftom^ 
of the country. * .> 

Thus it is that God, by a continual viciflltude', 
proves the conftancy of the faithful by perlecution, 
and encourages them again by pucllhing; their perfe- 
cutors. his happy peace, which the church gained' 
thro’ father Verbieft’s means, encouraged the mifilo- , 
naries to repair that damage which hell had done. 
Befides the jefuhs, there were feveral fathers of the 
orders of St. Francis, and St. Augurtin, who entered 
into the lord’s vineyard. New eftabllfiimenfs ^re 
gained every where, and, notwithflanding any prohi- 
bition, a great number of heathens were converted* 
to the faith, being more afiaid of eternal punilhment, 
than of that with which the laws of man feemed to 
threaten them. „ 

So ardent and fo hafty a aeal w*!! perhaps make 
you amazed •, but befides that bharity is always ha- 
zardous, many things contributed to confirnx thofe 
who mlglit elfe be afraid of fatal confcquehccs. The 
firft of thefc is the great authority'whlch the mifli<V 
n.iffes have acquired at court m a fimW time. 
cially the emperor is (atisfied that they del^t ho- 
nours, and that at home W'atJllerc life. 

The prince is inform’d •dt’ this fiSch ways that It is 
impofuble he ihould be deceived. He had infomU- 

tion 
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tion from fpies, of»all that pafTed in their houfes, 
even fo nicely as to know their mortifications and 
corporeal penances 

f£n 4 s alfo to the fathers houfesa young Tartar, 
of good parts, under pretence to learn phdofoph) , 
but in reality to difcover the moft fecret things in 
their families, and to be himfelf, I think, an occafion 
of offence He ftays there a year, without knowing 
what the pnnce’s intentions are, who, ha\nng fent for 
him into lus*prefence, commands him to tell him all 
the jinvate diforders of thefe fathers, and efpecially 
how they have behaved thenjfelves towards him 
And wheij thefe young men conftantl j bear tcftimony 
^of the fethers innocence , I fee very well, fays the 
■’emperor, they have flopp’d your mouth with prc- 
ftnts, but I know a way to open it again Then he 
makes him be fe.vereK flafhed at feveral ymes, yet 
IS not the pam enough to make the young Tartar 
fpcak againft his confcience , ^/hlch pteafes the pnnce 
mightily, -w ho would be difturbed to find himfelf 
d^cen ed m the idea which he has formed to himfelf 
of thefe ferveift mifliomncs 
This obliged him afterwards to take their part in an 
afF*mbly of the Mandarines, fome of as hich do not 
’ the miffionanes bccaufe their outwanl carnage 

feems fo good As for Jkat matin ^ fays the empe 
ror to them, neither ^ou nor / can fnd fault toiib 
tbtm After Jill tl^l I can do to get tnfermaitcn^ I 
am perfuaded itat tLoje people teaik ns nothing hut 
^b(tl tlcsnfehes frtlJife^ ard they are ird-edas viodejl 
as tb^ appear cuHvardl} to be 

The leconci reafen, which engaged the emperor to 
favour the miffionanea, wns the great undciifbndmg 
of father Vtrbicft, who m a final! time was reckoned 
ecfsct Nf Abf eiwywr .w aV .GwaUw Ha 
reputaticnTlrtvcrv where ipiead abroad, and upon 
many occafions his opSinon has the repute of an 
•brack Some Mandannesone day fpeakmg of the 
B b 3 Ina.t), 



374 Of Eftabl^menf and Prpgre/s 
Trinity, and ufing it as a fable, one of them fald, 
/ do not know what the chi ifitans mean^ and am as 
much puzzled as yon \ hut father Verbiejl'^ts of that 
opinions what fay you to that ? Can a man^Jns 
fenfe and tinderftandmg mtftake ? They all lield thfiir 
tongues, and feemed to yield to this reafon. So true 
is It that the ufe of human learning is fo far from 
being (as fome think) oppofite to the fpirlt of the 
gofpel, that It fomettmes fer\^es to eftablilh it, and 
to render the moft obfcure myfteries therein credible. 

The third reafon' is that hearty love which the 
emperor believes the mifitonaries have for him It 
is true the miflionaries omit nothing which they think 
will pleafe him *, and as they are the moft inflexible 
and refolute ag^ft doing any thing contrary to their 
religion, fo are they the moft complaifant and ready 
to comply with all the reafbnable ^^requefts of the 
emperor *A rebellion which happened at this time 
put It into father Verbieft’s power to do the crown a 
confiderable piece of fervice 

Oufanguei, that famous Chinefe general* who had 
brought the Tartars into the empire, tCiought he ha^ 
then a good opportunity to drive them out again? PJe 
was naturally courageous, and in Xenfi commanded 
the heft of the Chincle foldiery, and had got toge- 
ther a vaft deal of money.* This made him fet ug 
to be emperor, and made him believe he could eafily 
compafs his defign And indeed he fo order’d his 
matter?, that he made himfelf prefcSitly maftcr of 
the three great provinces Yunnan, Suchven, and 
Queyclieu i afterwards a great part of the province 
of Houquam acknowledged him^* fo that thele pof- 
fdTions and Xenfi, v hich he had in poflt-filon a good 
while before, made him maftcr of almoft a third of 
Chitfa. ^ 

, THcfe conquefts feemed to be the morc-flcurc to 
him, bcciufc at the fame tinitf^he viceroys of Qanm- 
tuci and 2 ok cn followed l.is example, and gave the, 

emperor 
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emperor on that fide^m^htydiverfion, and befides 
a powerful pirate, with a great fleet, attacked, and, in 
a few days J took the ifland Formofa at the fame time 
' this would have ruined the Tartars, if 

they had all concerted thar bufinefs together , but 
jealoufy, which does often overthrow the firmeft 
leagues, ruined their projefts The king of Fokien 
fell out with tliat of Formola, and, to preferve him 
felf from being damaged by hts fleet, made his peace 
with the emperor, who ^\e hun flich afllftance as 
that he made his party good The king of Quam- 
tum, being unwilling to beany wajs under the di- 
rcftion^r command of Oufanguei, left him, and 
^ut hii^elf under the proteilion of the Tartars, w ho 
turned all their forces agamfl this laft rebel, more 
formidable than all the reft together , for he was 
mafler of the wel^em provinces, and the fuccefs,^vhjch 
his tsoops had hitherto met with, gave fhem heart 
and courage enough to undertal.e any thing 

After the emperor had tned many feveral ways to 
no purpolc, he plainly (z\j that it was impoflibie to 
forcethcmfroiftthe places where they had intrenched 
without uflng his great artillery , but the cannon 
which he had were iron, and fo hcav) that they 
dared not cany them over fuch fleep rocks, as they 
murt do to come to him oHe thought father Verbieft 
might be afliftant to him in this matter , he com 
mindal the fjthcr therefore to give dircflio-s for 
caflinn fomc dmn^ after the Luropcan manner 
The father prefend) meufed himfclf, fajinR, that he 
hid Jntd hi3 w hole life far from the none of war, 
that'hcV'as thcrcfc/c little mflruftcd n thofc airiurs 
He added alfo, that being a religious, and wholly 
cmplo) cd m the concerns ot another world, he would 
p*wy forVns majcftj’s goo4fbttef»> Vat that V4eVjaTn- 
bl) b-’ged du* htsmajclly would l-r- plmfcd to gue 
bin lca\ c not to concern himfldf wth the warfare of 
‘th'S ViOrli. 
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The fathei’s enemies (for atmlHlonary is never 
without fome) thought that now they had an oppor- 
tunity to undermine him ; they pei fuadecl the em- 
peror, that what he tommanded the father ctctodo 
was no ways oppofite to the will or intention of the 
gofpel j and that it was no more inconvenient to 
him to caft cannon than to caft machines and ma- 
thematical inflruments, efpecially when the good 
and fafety of the ^pire were concerned ; that 
therefore without doubt the reafon of*the fathei’s 
refufal-was becaufe^'he kept correfpondcnce with the 
enehiy, or at leaft becaufe he had no refpeft for 
the emperor 5 fo that at laft the emperor ^ ^ve the 
father to underftand, that he cxpe(fled obedience to* 
his laft order, not only upon pata of lofing his* 
own life, but alfo of having his religion utterly 
rooted out. , 

This wis to touch him in the moft fenfible ^art, 
and he was indeed" too wife to ftand out for a 
nicety or a fcruple at the hazard of loling all that 
was valuable : I have already aHured your majefty 
that I have very little underftanimg in caftlng 
cannon, faid he to the emperor i but fince you Lofti- 
rnand me, I will endeavour to make your work- 
men underftand what our books direft in this af- 
fair. He took therefore upon himfelf the care of 
this work, and the cannon was proved befom the 
emperor, and found to be cxtraofdinar)* good. 
The emperor was fo %veJl pleafed tvith the work, . 
That he pulled off his mantle, and, in thc'prefencc 
of the whole court, gave it to fatlier Verbieft for a 
token of his afFcdlion. * ** 

AU the pieces of cannon were m.ade vciy light . 
/htxtiy ooC wifiV a j?ucik or 

from the mouth to the breech, and girt with fcvcral 
bands of iron ; fo that the cannons -were ftrong 
enough to bear the force of potvder, and light c- 
nough to be carried thro* any, even the worft roads.* 
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This new artillery ^id every way anfwer what they 
propofed from it The enemy were obliged to 
leave thbir intrenchments m diforder, and foon 
after Jo ^capitulate \ for they did not think it pofii 
k ble to hold out againft thofc anv longer, who could 
deftroy them without coming themfelvcs into reach 

Oufangua was himfelf dead , his Ton Hom-hoa, 
who earned on the war, ftrangled himfelf thro* 
dcfpair , and the reft of them were in a fmal! time 
utterly routed fo that the emperor then began 
to reign in peace, and continded more and more 
to fhew marks of fav our and affeiSion to the mif 
onan^ , fo that father Verbicft has often ligh ng 
‘ fiid, that the Lord's vinejard was now open, that 
the heathens themfelvcs gave libert) to enter upon 
the harveft, but that jet there were /«rcc any ^vork• 
men to bnng ^it in 

They fend to him for paAors frojn*e\ery place. 
Tartary, the kingdom of Conn, the provinces of 
China, which have been left deft itiitc bj the death 
of their ancient paftors, mvitc, or nther prefs him 
to fuccour them Nathcrdocs this fcareitj come 
from the Europeans want of real, but from the 
diTcrcnccs which have aroft: between the facred con- 
gregation, who fend Meats apcftolical into the Eaft, 
and the king of Port»,p3l, who pretends to a right 
to nominate all the biftiops there, wclufivcly to 
anv lupcnor cccleftafttcal power 

This difp itc tools the ardour of thofe fervent 
miftio«ines, whs dare not en^gc themfelvcs v. here 
th?j miift incur either the mdignaiion of their holj 
firfiei*, or of a rughty pnnet, both which things 
ire verv formidaVe And thus the work of 
ftood All!, and thofe precious minutes were loft, 
which the favour of a prat emperor, and thedi 
J genre of a zealous mtftionar) , might havr made 
lo ufcful to the firm cftalliJHcig our holy faith 
Rut tho w C"* of the firrenj of provrdricr, nh ch, 

afee- 
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after it had confounded all the^ oppofition of the 
enemies of the gofpel, even at the expence of 
•working miracles, does Ibmetimes fuffer‘'that the 
zeal of catholicks Ihould do more harm ^tOcLtfili* 
gion, than the hatred and jealoufy of idolaters. i 
Some time after, my lora bilhop of Heliopolis 
was fent by the facr^ congregation with iomc 
French ecclefiafticks, full of ardour to reform and 
increafe the new chriftianity. This courageous pre- 
late had once already mifled his voyage j for con- 
*trary winds having bbliged him fometime before to 
put in at Manilla, a confiderable ifland under the 
Spanilh government, lie was taken up upprj fuf- 
picion there, and obliged to return back into Eu- * 
rope by the way of Mexico. This accident, which 
had broke his firft meafurcs, ferved only to fill 
his mind with new and thole grafter ones. He 
came to PAis, where his good intentions were •well 
known. Rome heard him with pleafure, and fol- 
lowed his projects in all that relpedted the eaftem 
minions } fo' tliat he came honoured with a power 
from the holy fee, and laded with tk: alms of the 
faithful, who expefled nothing lefs from his zeal 
than the converuon of the new world. 

He therefore once more paflbd over the Teas, 
and happily 'arrived at Chica, where he began *to 
fcatter abroad that flame which would warm all 
the raiflionaries. The jcfiiits, and ot}\er rcligious,^ 
not only acknowledged his authonty, but alfo took 
the new oath which the facred eongregatisn had 
appointed, altho* the king of Portugal had ahfo- 
jutely forbid it. For they thought,^ that that ^iririte, 
in whom the love of rdigion had always prevailed 
kaSore ’nis pnvare 'irttereJt, woifih not taxc ic ’Wi 
v/hen he Ihould know, that their refufal of it 
*night^ have occafioned the dcftrudllon of chrifli- 
anjty m China, and perhaps of the miffipns in all 
the other parts of the Eaft. 

Tills. 
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This was matter of great joy to the bifhop, who, 
'ifter his happy be^mng, made ready, according 
to bis fonher notions, to new till this new vine 
yar^h^f the Lord, whither he thought himfelf fent 
hke the prophet heretofore * Ecce conjiitui tefuper 
gentes^ ut deJlruaSj Cd* dtfperdas, dijjipesy 
But God Almighty was latisfy’d with his good inr 
tentions, and took him to himfelf a few months af- 
ter his amvaJ His death greatly furpnzed all the 
faithful, It ilid efpeaally afflidl the fen ent ecclefi- 
afticks, who were the companiohs of his voyage , 
the other miflioiianes fubmitted with refignatton to 
the wiU of God, being perfuaded, that whatlbever 
*-^rovidence appoints is ahyays for his glory, and 
the good of the cleft, if they make a right ufe of it 
This was fweetened by the arrival of two other 
bifhops, who a little wWe after fupplied lus place 
under the title of Vicars Apoftolical Thefirllwas 
monfieur d Argolis, an Italian of the order of St 
Francis, noted among thofe of his order, for his ex 
cellcnt virtues and extraordinary knowledge He had 
been employed in the chiefeft buhnefe there, and our 
hbl) father thought he could not make choice of 
a wfer man than he to place at the helm of /bflou 
nlhmg a miflion As he went by Siam, monfieur 
Conftance, underftandicg hts worth, prefented him 
to the king, who would fam have kept him in his 
kingdom , but, becaufe the orders of the holy fee 
obliged him to gif’ farther, he refolved at leaft to 
ihew him Ibmeomarks of his eftcem and affeftion 
towjirds him, in ordering him, and two of his com 
pam 6 n 3 of the feme order, a confiderablc peiifion , 
fo that, had it not b“en for the revolutions which 
a little while after happened tn his kingdom, this 
prince, worthy of a better fortune, would have 
had his midionanes m China, as well as the mofe 
zealous pijnees m Europe 

Suice 

* yrr t to 
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Since this wife prehte hith {iccn in China, the 
natural Aveetnefs of his temper hath very much 
contributed to the comfort of the faithful, *and con- 
verfion of the heathen He hath a ifitcdf all Alie 
provanefis a\hich the ho!} iec committed to his 
care, confccrating priefts, teaching and exhorting 
them, admmiftrmg the (acniment of confirmation, 
uniting all their affedlions as much as pofllbly he 
could, whofe different mterefts feemed to have cooled 
their mutual chanty to one another in jefus Chnft 
And tho* one would Ihink that the Portuguefe could 
never have a refpeft for him, becaufe their preten- 
fions are wholly oppofite to this inllitiitiontof vi- 
cars apoftolical, yet he iias behaved himfelf with* 
fo much prudence, that all nations here think them- 
felves particularly obliged to him 

The fecond bifhop, whom the hqly fee has dig 
nified with Iche title of Vicar Apoftolical, is mon 
fieur de Bafilec a Chinefc, educated by the fathers 
of St Francis’s order, afterwaids taking upon him 
felf the order of St Dominick When he was only 
a miflionary, he had a flaming xeal fof the conver 
fion of his dear countiy, and, iluring the perfftif 
tion of father Adam, lie wis the mam Jupport of 
i-eligion III all the provinces which he travelled thro’, 
and ftrengthened in the Hilh When he v as con 
fecrated biftiop, he perform"d all his duties perfeiftly 
well, and the holj fee did fo fir a^prjv\ of his con 
du(5l, as to let him nominate 1 is fucieffor He no 
minated his vicar general theie\erffi,d fatlierdeLeo 
nifla, an Italian ot St Francs’s order, who iiirhis 
pm-ate life might hate been a pijttern to tHe rfioft 
ftndt religious, and, m the important employment 
of Mcar apoftolical, hasfhei\n, that he has all that 
zeal, all that prudence, and all that conftancy, 
which the government o'" a great church requires 
My lord bifhop of Bafilee, after he had thus 
chofen this worthy fucceftbr of his apoftleftup, fell ‘ 
‘ ’ fick 

^ . V . 
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fide at Nankim, at^d died full of thofe happy vi- 
fions winch God gives even m this world to his 
faints At his death, that fiith (hone brightly which 
hadoni^nted him m his life time , and his Mft mi- 
nutes, wherein he appeared to be filled with the 
moft fenfible touches of chnftrn hope, feemed to 
give him an antepaft of the joy of paradife All 
his trouble was for the miflionanes, by whom he 
was afTeifacmately beloved, and for the chnftians, 
who loft in him the firft pneft, the firft religious, 
and the firft biftiop that ever China had yet given 
to chnftiamty And as his blefied memory was 
everj where fpread abroad, they have ftt up his 
pidutb m feveral places , which the reverend fa- 
ther de LeonilTa ftnt to the facred congregation, 
to preferve the memory of a prelate, whole own 
ment, as well as our particular obligations to him, 
ought to make eternally refpeded ' 

Befides this, the pope honoured mr Maigrot and 
mr Pin, with the titIe»of Vicars Apoftolical, both of 
them dodors of the Sorbon, diligent, zealous, and 
fet upon fo'flowing the intentions of the holy fee, 
and m a word, companions of mr Heliopolis, and 
inhentors of a double portion of his fpint 

If the number of miflionanes had been anfwer- 
able to that of the paftors, the churches in China 
had now been perfcftly filled , but, as I have faid, 
the over ca’-e, which every one has taken to provide 
for It exclufively of others, has rendered people lefs 
defiroOs of goiitg Good men, na), even thofe who 
h"ve occafioned thefe diforders, ha^’c mourned for 
them’ m fecret Some zealous perfons ha% e endca 
voured to remedy this My lord bifhop of Munfter 
and Paderbom, whom the care of his own djoctfe 
did not ArtnArr i^crrr cefwaAng' A.t csro aj ftr 
as the Eaft, ga\ c a fcttlcmcnt for fix mifilonanes 
for ever to China , bur, d)tng a little while after, 
his laft will was never cxecu»^ Othe-s m France, 
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in Spain, and in Italy, took a great deal of pains 
to help this forlaken mifllon, but they could never 
compafs their defignS. 

Lewis the Great, who is himfelf as zerloii:^!* 
cftablifhing the gofpel as all the other princes put ^ 
together, among the great deligns which he has been 
intent upon to make religion flouri/h in Europe^ 
thought, that he ought not to negleft that good 
which he might do in Alia. He Was very fenfi- 
ble of the necelTities of China, which f&ther Ver* 
bieft had reprefented*' to him in one of his letters, 
in the moft fenfible i^anner m ’the world j and, 
altho* he very well knew, that he could notonake^ 
miflionarics (a quality which nobody can give but 
the vicar of Jefus Chrift) he doubted not but that re- 
llgioufes who were exa<ftly flcilled in mathematick?, 
in attaining, according to his orders, rn exaft know- 
ledge in aftronomy, might at the fame time, With 
good fuccefs, labour according to the defign of 
their Inftltution, in the converlion of infidels. He 
Was very well, fatlsficd, that, of all the means which 
human prudence could advantageoufl/ make ufe of 
in the moft holy aflions, there were none which pro- 
moted the concerns of rcligron in China more «than 
the mathemadeks. 

Being therefore willing af once to ladsfy his 
zeal for the advancement of the gofpeI< and the 
defire which he had of bringing the fciences to per- 
feflion, he made choice of fix jefuitSi whom he 
thought capable of giving good fa’Ssfaftiorl \o the 
learned, and inftruftionto intelligentperibns. Thf^c^ 
who were thus appointed, could Xnve wilhcQ they 
had all the abilities neceflary for this employment. 
They did nevcrthclefs fetout with a goodwill, being 
ready to lacrifice their lives and all their fmall talents 
to the greater glory of God, and by confequence to 
the pious defigns of the greateft prince in the wofldv ^ 


- ^the Chfiflian Religion in China.^ 3^3 

"When tve came into China, we found it in the 
condition I have been rdating, the harveft was 
plentiful every where, but it was almoft deftitute of 
-wod:^h 5 or (to make ufe of father Intorcetta’s 
wor^s, one of the moft noted miflionaries) drovmed 
in tnofe tearsy which the fonow of feeing her/eJf 
abandoned forced continually from her : Beuedjflus 
i) 6 uSf qtit fecit nobifcum mifertcordtam fuamy liberavit 
VOS d naufragioy Ut frope naufragam noftram rnffimm 
ab aquts lacrvnarum fimmtqiie mcerorts eriperet ; vos 
cnxes tn chrde fervoy fS tanqt.-cm veros Socsctatis 
jilios virofque Aptfiohcos intimis arum pr^ecordns am- 
pleSloTy yf*> Thus he fpake tQ us m his firft letter, 

' t6 encouragd^us to alTift ui the glonous labours of this 
miflion. 

Providence put it info our power m a JiftJe time 
to employ ourfelves ufefully there ; and if we had 
done, np other ^ood than was the drawipg after u4 
by our example fevera! other milTionanes who fol- 
lowed us, and who now are full of their holy la- 
bours in the work of God, it would be a great com- 
fort to us, and w very great advantage'to China. 
But that which is much more comfortable is, that 
we have hereby contnbuted very much towards re- 
moving thbfe lets and hinderanccs to the propagat- 
ing the gofpci of which I fpake before ; for, at 
the rcmonllnmce of father Tachard, fupported alfo 
by that of the reverend father general, Innocent XI 
fiUpended the od>h- And after, Clement VIII. 
granted to the king of Portugal to nominate three 
btfhops, one of’Pckin, the other of Nankim, and 
thdthini of Macao And .at this prefent, our ho- 
ly father, who m‘ hi?.ownfelf hath all the zeal, all 
the piety, and all tnu TMfilom of his prcdeccfTbre, 
animated by the faipc fprit, and^ mD\ ed (if I might 
do myfdf the honour of fa\uig fo) uith uhat I 
have had the honour to rcptcfcijt unto him of the 
prefent date of thefe miflions, is about to reguinte 

1 . I all 
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all the particulars therein by Jh_e prudent c&anfel and 
advice of the lacred congregation ; the end, that 
hereafter nothing may be lb ^ much laid to heart 
es the intereft of religion, and that all kingdypis ‘ 
of Europe, being united in the love of Jefus 
may with one confent labour to bring about' and 
perfe«5t this great work. 

Thus, fir, I have'given you a general view of the 
eftablilhment and progrefi. of chnftianity in the em- 
pire of China, from the preaching of the apoftks 
till the laft times,*' This church, heretofore var)' 
famous, but after that wholly overturned by lupcr- 
ftition, hath at laft been re-eftablilhed tine age ago, 
by one of the greateft men of our lociety, an'd 
tfogmenOai hf fiVe hbotas of s gnat many mlC- 
fionaries, governed by wile prelates, honoured by 
the prote<ftIon of many emp»ors, ^pported by the 
bounty all the princes of Europe, and, which 
is more for Its glory, perlecuted by ajj the ene- 
mies of truth, and made precious m the eyes of 
God, by the chains, the banilhment, and blood of 
the confeflbrs, I am, with all im-ginable relpeft, 

S 1 

Tcur Immhlt 

•nd chedient Servant, 

V L.J. 




letter XR 

ft Reverend Fa,b^ D= la Cta.fe, 

» h tht bmg 

Conurmm itf Mamtr hmi tach Mtffiomry f reaves 

,i7c£l .» Cluna. W 4‘i^ 

Ntvi Ciri/lMBi. 

■flh^X'.m;!:untaffa;.ofCh,na,wK.cH 

lift forect both the obligations which I myfclf 
U ™‘'yc 1 .f moft reverend father. Who fonnerly 

.nadc choice dm^r minr^^^^ „f „f ,he 

hionials, tog render^ m pro 

S“f r:’^:br“e‘rc^ori’.han all their particu 
Unqualfetions un 

•''“"fi^L^ir«rtS;rand^ht:i^^ 

hignifi,’ent J°‘'‘-( 2 “’'hI «e I™ h 

''■^^nSt6Sv'el^un^S; ^-arrng foniuchof 
piore) '’’°7f°®,-,,w*,th50U hate m a manlier 
the frint of O^, WKI^*'' (!.„ 

hallowKi our ft S^^our ^^hjviour and condilS, 

upon as „cciicd fromyoiitfclf, or procured 

rte ’Tis Imt juft, mod reaefend firher, 

by your n J U „e 

(lut, in what r>« (Iwuld 
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ftiould teftify our acknowledgments. For ny p 3 rt» 
I am perfuaded, that one canhot give you more fo- 
lid demonftrations of them, thah by thamtaining, by 
our great zeal, what you have performed to ot^r ad- 
vantage. I fuppofed you would be fatisfied, "nd that 
at leaft I Ihould perform my duty, by acquainling 
you with the fuccefs wherewith it hath pleafed God 
to crown our laboiw i-a/id. What benefits we may 
hope to reap from the miffionaries which you your- 
felf will form, or at leaft, who lhall come to us 
out of your hands, t . • >. 

‘In a word, the time I lhall employ, in writing to 
you on this fubjedt, is fo far from any ways dinunilh- 
ing that due care and conftant endeavtfur to prcr- 
mote. the. welfare of our n^ons, that, without all 
doubt, it will much contribute to their ftjture efta- 
bUfhment *, for I h^e, that your proteftion, becom- 
ing thereby more effeilual and folid,*’ will more ad- 
vance our affairs, than all the pains and care which 
I can poffibly take for their fucceft. 

Purluant to the firft projeft that wc laid, we were 
all of us to (lay at Pekin, in the pal?ce, and fervice of 
the emperor ; but providence otherwife ordered it^ 
and they at laft gave way to our inclination, which 
moved us to dlfperfe ourfelvcs all over the provinces, 
for the propagating of religion. They were content 
to detain father Gerbillon anfi father Bouvet at cou* c,‘ 
where they immediately applied themfelvesto the ftu- 
dy of languages with fuch fucctfs, that they were* 
quickly in a condition to afllft riie chriftians, yea, 
and to be employed by the emperor Ir. fcvcral im- 
portant .affairs. llic moft coilfidcrable was the peace 
between the Mufeovites and Chin^fe ; the treaty of 
which Was then .a-foot 300 leagues from Pekin, whi- 
ther father Gerbillon w’as lint with prince Sofan who 
avas nominated plenipotentiary for the empire. 

Kipchoa w.-is the place where the mlniftcrs of the 
tv.ojuuionsancmblca} each of them having a body 

of 
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of foldie?s attending, tp terminate, if occafion ferved* 
what the negotiation could not decide : thehaughti- 
nefs of both did ofcendmes nuke them fly out into 
octrclhes ; which Would have proved fatal to both 
padjes, jf father Gerbillon by his diferetion had not 
moderated animofitles. He continually paflM from 
■^p to camp, made propof^ expedients, 

pacified .their minds, and he diflembled whatever 
hught be apt mutually to exalperate thcmin the con- 
clufion .* He fo dexteroufly man'tged the common 
interefts, that the peace \vas concluded to the iatjf- 
fiition both of Chinefc and Mufeovires I’rince So- 
f’n was fo iVell pleafed unth the za\ and wifdom of 
this father, that he declared publickly, that, if it had 
not been for him, all had been in a derperatc condi** 
tion •, he exprefs’d hlml^f about the matter to the em- 
peror to the fame effe<ft, Infomuch that this prince 
had -the curiofity to be acquainted with him. He 
found him to be a very (mflbic perfonj capable^ fin-* 
cere, forward to execute, and even to .anticipate bis 
orders. This chaniftcr wonderfully pleafed the cm- 
peror^^ he Iiad a mind to have h*m near his perfon, 
at the palace. In the campaign, and iti h*5 progruTa 
into Tartary, where he btftowcd upo.i him ib many 
fignal m?jks of his cfleeni, that the grandees of his 
vc>jrt might JwVe perhaps contrived fomc jcaJoufy 
from them, had not the fathers modefty won him 
the afTcfilon of c'^crj* body. 

Thefc firfl favoifrs were followed by an extraordi* 
hary 0'ic’tha.f r*-: much better rcJiftied by th s mif- 
(ioifjrv ; he pitch’d upon him tor his tutor in matne- 
maticksand phllofivphy conjo'rth* \.Ith father Bo'.xt, 
uhofe merit he hkcAjc much dlccmtd The paf- 
flon, this prince hath forfccnccs, makes him verj' 
i .tent upon fiudics every day m a manner tviocr 
three fiours together, which he fparcs from his plea* 
furc: it is more than probab'e, that, by the inquiry 
into lAtural truth, providence wfli condoft him 
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fhould teftify our acknowledgments. For ny 
I am petfuaded, that one canhot give you more fo- 
lid demonftrations of them, thaft by maintaining, by 
our great zeal, what you have performed to oqr ad- 
vantage. I fuppoled you would be latisfied, "nd that f 
at leaft I Ihould perform my duty, by acquairtb'ng 
you with the fuccefs wherewith it hath plealed God 
to crown our kboujj What benefits we may' 

hope to reap from the miffionaries which you your-, ^ 
felf will form, or at lead, who lhall come to us 
out of your hands, t . * ^ 

In a word, the time I ftiall employ, in writing to 
you on this fubjeft, is fo far from any %vays diminilh- 
ing that due care and conftant endeavour to prcr- 
xnotc the welfare of our miflions, that, without all 
doubt, it will much contribute to their future efta- 
bUniraent ; for I hope, that your protecflion, becom- 
ing thereby more emsdlual and /olid, •‘will more ad- 
vance our affairs, than all the pains and care which 
I can pofilbly take for thrir fucceis. 

Purfuant to the fird proJe<d that we laid, we were 
all of us to day at Pekin, m the palace, and fervice of 
the emperor ; but providence otherwlfe ordered it> 
and they at lad gave way to our inclination, which 
moved us to dlfperfe ourfclves all over the provinces, 
for the propagating of religion. They were concent 
to detain father GerblUon and father Bouvet atoou» c,' 
where they immedLatcIy applied tlrcmdlves to the tlu- 
dy of languages with fuch {licctfs, that they were" 
quickly in a condition to aflift the chriftians, yea, 
and to be employial by the emperor Ir. fcvcral im- 
portant affairs. The mod confidcrablc was the peace 
between the Mufeovites and Chlncfe ; the treaty of 
which was then a-foot 300 leagues from Pekin, whi- 
ther father Gcrbillon was fent with prince Sofan tv ho 
was ^nominated plenipotentiary for the empire. 

Nipchou Was the place where the miniuers of the 
tv.o nations aflvmblcd 5 each of them having a body 

of 
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offoldie^atf^iding, to terminate, if occafion (erved, 
what the negotiatJon couJd not dead'* thehaughti- 
refs of ijoth did oftentimes make th'-m fly* out into 
€Xtrcinre, which Would have p'oved fatal to bo^^h 
pan*es, if father Gerbdlon by hjs difcretion had no*’ 
raoderateci ammafities He continualiy paflM from 
camp to camp, made propof^ expedients, 

pacified thar minds, and he dificmbled whatever 
might he apt nutually to OLafp-Tats them tn the con- 
tlufion He fo dexteroufly nlanaged the common 
mterefts, that the peace was concluded to the fatif 
faft-on ^th of Cl^nefe and Mufcowtes Pnnce So- 
lan was fo "^vell pleafed wi*h the zeal and wifdom of 
this father, that he declared p-bLcklv, that, if it had 
not been for him, all had been in a defperate cordi'^ 
bon , he expreft’d himfelf about the matter to the em 
peror to the fame efTedt, lofomuch that thiS pnnee 
had the cunofitr to be aeqaa-nted wjtl^ him He 
found him to be a very fenfibJe p“rfon, cap-ble, fin 
cere, forward to e^'ceute, and even to antiapa*e bis 
orders This charaiScr wondcrfuily pleafed th- em 
f«ro^^ he had a mind to have h-m near hisperfon, 
at the palace, n the campaign, and Ji h.s progiejs 
into Tartar^, vvh're h" bsfto red upon him fo many 
fignal marks of fus ef^'*en, th-t the grandees of hts 
'cojjrt might have perhaps conceived feme jealcufy 
from th'*m, had not the father’s modefty v-on inn 


*^he afie&on of C'^'ery body 
Thefe firft fav oifre were foUovred by an exrao*di 
one^thaf much better reGfiiw by th s mif 
fioi^ry , he pitch’d upon him for his tutor in matcc 
mancksand philofephy corjOirdv wi h father Bo"CT, 
whole merit he likewdc much efteem-d The paf 
fion, this pnneehatH for fci“nccs, makes ion very 
h tent upon ftudies every day in a manner two or 
three fours together, which he ^larcs from h^Splea 
fu*e It is more thorn probab’e# thar, by the inqmry 
into wfu'al truth, pfovidence wiU condod^ him 
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fhould teftify our acknowledgments. For my parf» 
I am perfuaded, that one canhot give you more fo- 
Hd demonftrations of them, than by maintaining, by 
our great zeal, what you have performed to ot^r ad- 
vantage. I fuppofed you would be fatisfied, rnd 
at lead I fhould perform my duty, by acquainting 
you with the fuccefs wherewith it hath pleafed God 
to crown our labou.v,*''atid, what benefits we maf 
hope to reap from the mhhonaries which you your-, 
felf will form, or at leaft, who /hall come to us 
out of your hands. , * k 

'In a word, the time I /hall employ, in writing to 
you on this fubjedt, is fo far from any ways diminiih-' 
ihg that due care and conftant endeavdur to pro^ 
mote the welfare of our mifllons, that, without all 
doubt, it will much contribute to their foture efta- 
bliihment j for I hope, that your protedlion, becom- 
ing hereby more effectual and rohd,'‘wi]l more ad- 
vance our afB.irs, than all the pains and care which 
I can poflibly take for their focccls. 

Purluant to the firft projedt that we laid, we were 
all of us to (lay at Peldn, in the palace, and fervice of 
the emperor 5 but providence otherwjfe ordered it> 
and they at hfl: gave way to our inclination, which 
moved us to difpcrfeourfelvcsan over the provinces, 
for the propagating of religion. They were content 
to detain father Gerbillon and father Bouvet at coin r,' 
where they immediately applied them/elves to the llu- 
dy of languages with fuch focctfs, that they were ‘ 
quickly in a condirfon to .iflift the chriftians, yea, 
and to be employed by the emperor *n fcvcral im- 
portant affairs. The moft confidcrable >vas the peace 
between the Mufeovdtes and Chm;fc ; the treaty of 
which was then a-foot 300 leagues from Pekin, whi- 
w thcr father Gerbillon was font w'ith prince Sofon who 
^ nominated plenipotentiary for the empire. . 

Nipchou Was the place where the miniuers of the 
two nations animblctl { each of them having a body 
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o^foldie?s attending, fc> terminate, if occafion fervedj 
what the negotiation could not decide the haughti 
nefs of both did oftentimes make them flj' out intd 
^€xtrcin« , which Would have proved fatal to both 
parijes, V father Gerbillon by his difcretion had not 
moderated ammohties He continually palTed from 
''amp to camp, made proposed expedients, 

pacified their minds, and he ^i/Tembled ^/hate\er 
inight be apt mutually to exalperate them Jn the con- 
tlpfion * He fo dexteroufly managed the common 
ifiterefts, that the peace was concluded to the fitrf- 
faftion both of Chmefe and Mufcovites Prince So 
was fo h'ell pleafed with the zeal and wifdom of 
thtsfath-*r, (hat he declared publicklyj that, if it had 
j Hot been for him, all had been m a defperate condi-* 
tion , he exprefaMhimfelfabout the matter to the em* 
peror to the fame effeft, mlbmuch that this pnnee 
had the cunofity to be acquainted with him He 
found him to be a Very fenfible perfon^ cap-blc^ fin 
cere, forward to execute, and even to anticipate his 
orders This chirafter wonderfully pleafed the em- 
peror^ he had a mwid to have Jnm near hisperfon, 
at the palace, in the campaign, and tfi h s progreTs 
into Tartarv, where he bellowed upon him ib many 
fignal marks of his cftecni, th-t the grandees of hiS 
'cc;jrC might have perhaps conceived feme jenlaufy 
from them, had not the father's modefty won him 
the afFci^ioii of every body 
Thefe firft favoifrs were followed by an extxiordi 
hary one that rr^ much better rehfhed by th s mif 
% he pitch’d Upon hitn for his tutor tn mathc 
mancks and philofgphy conjointly with father Bo /ct, 
uhofementhe like a ile much efteem'*d Ihepaf 
fionf this pnnee hath /oriaenccs, makes him ■very 
1 tent upon ftudies every day m a manner two or 
three T ours together, which he fpircs from hiS plea 
fure It IS more than prabab’e, that, by the inquiry 
into natural truth, pfovidcncc will ecmdufl him 
C c a b) 
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by degrees to the etemil foiintam of truth, without 
which, all others ferve not ‘To mucji to perfcdl the 
mind, IS to pufF it up with pnde in the eyes of 
men, and render it mexcufable before God ^ 
FatherVerbi^ft had already begun to explain ^hefc 
fciences to him , but, behdes his making ufe df tho 
Chinefe tongue in his le«5liires, which is not proper, 
by reafoti ot its oftCiwfepeatcd equivocals, to illuV' 
trate notions otherwife obfcuie enough of themfelve'j ^ 
befides that, I fay father Verbieft died Thefe fk ” 
thers fuppofed the^Tartanan tongue would be better 
liked by this prince, and that it might ferve their 
turn the better to make the notions intelligible 3s 
happened according to their expeflatSon, and fue 
emperor became m a Ihort time fq capable, that he 
compofcd 1 book of geometry He afterwards gave 
It to the princes his (bns, and undertook to be their 
maftcrm^it, he called them togither every-day, 
explained to them the moft difficult propofitions of 
Euclid , yea, and this pnnee, having upon his Ihoul 
ders tlie government of one of the moft potent em 
pires of the world, did not difdair, with his rule and 
compafs in his hand, to fpend his time m the<^fanrily 
in fpeculations, uhich intereft alone fcarcc makes de- 
lightful to private perlbi s 
"Whilft thefe two fathers their credit made them 
felves fit to be in n fliort time the mam fupport or re 
ligion, father Fontaney, father Vifdelou, and myfelf, 
did aidcavour not to be unfeS’iceable m the pro*' 
Vinces Father i oiitaney \/ent to Nanki^m, father 
Vifdelou took care of the churcherbf Xanfi, avljfrel 
alfo remamed fome time with him , from whence af 
terwards 1 removed to Xeiifi, tht ancient place of fa 
ther Fab-r’s miffion, the chnftians of which place, 
notu ithft'’ndtng their im ing been deferted the^ ma 
uy >ear% do ncvcrthelefs preferve their firft fer 
'cnej, and arc ftill looked upon as the mould of 
tin* grevt flock, and model ot other believers Wf 
underftood 
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underftood at that bj our own proper expe 
ncnce, what was often told us, that the larzeji 
truly was great, and that bapp) if that lahouret 
nbof^be* Majltr ef the harz^ ^oih pkafe to make 
)ife of to gather tt sn Every thing is matter of 
confolation in this glorious employment , the faith 
^ the new converts, t^'e iriflfOce'‘cc of the ancient, 
the aptnefs of the children, the devotion and mo 
,defty of avomeia , but yet, one is more cfpccially 
afFefted by* fome eminent and ^exemplary con\ er- 
fions, to perceive the work of grace now and then 
wrought in the hearts of idolaters 
, ^ThetrutHis, thefc are mrcfpeift of us convincing 
proofs of that truth which we preach and declare , 
*For indeed, by what fecret charm could we be 
able to animate dead minds, and raife them (if I 
may prefune fck to fay) to reafon, to Gpd, to all 
the rtiaxims of the moft pure and refined morality j 
minds, that have been mined and immerfed from 
, tlieir very infanc) m flefti and blood ^ What force 
and power, whit bJandifliment could be able m an 
mftant to bnng intd captivity rebellious minds u id-r 
\fieyoVe of a religion fo fevere as ours is, if Jefus 
Chnll himfelf did not work miracles, and if the 
holy Spirit, by the inward and inrifible operation of 
^nce, did not fuppfy the defeft of Jus m nifters ^ 
Iho 13 that, moft reverend fiither, which weeix 
P"nence every dnj^with nftoniflung comfort, which 
•rflolh eftablifti, ftrengthen, and fettle us immovable m 
the famc'fish'ffff ch God produceth in idolaters I 
wo«ld.to God I were able to relate to j ou particular 
ly ah that pafies 11 ? China on this fubjedt, where, m 
, Ipite of all the ftratagems of devils, God is fo con 
ftantly and refolutely glorified Yet, not being able 
uooiT rrry'tiipjTtttnrrty pwt QyftVep'tnaumhririvrriiJ-- 
rial of each church, 1 11^ only content myfelf to tell 
you in part what I myfelf haieobferved m my mif 
<ion, and after what manner I have made it my bufi- 
C c ^ nefs 
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ncfa to adom it» according tc^thc ideas and praftict of 
the mod grave and ancient priinitiva miflionarics. 

All my bufinefs ^va3 redticed to three principal 
points \ llte firft v.'aa to chetiCh and keep tsfi the * 
piety of old bcllcs*crs by the preaching of thc^word 
of God, and above all, by partictilar exhortations i 
which is abundantlj’'frto7*^proritablc and cdlfylit^^ 
than any thing that is fjoken m poblick, where the 
difeourfeh often not underftood, either becaufc ofthi 
people’s dupidlt)', or clfc by reafon of the preacher’s 
id utterance and pronunciation. Thefe poor fouls, 
whom fimplicity and fervency make teachable, do 
oficntimcs hear that with tears in ibtir^''C)'cs, wh^h^^ 
they do not comprehend but by halves i but yet, 
they always improve and edify by what they xmder» 
ftand pcricftly. They arc cfpcciaUy moft taken with 
comparifops, parables, and hiftories.; and albeit they 
are not acquainted horaccuftomed to that a’chement 
and fomerimes palTionate aftion of our preachers, 
yet for all that, they arc moved and xvrought upon , 
when tlicy fpeak to them with cameflncfs and con- 
cern. ' [ 

I no fooner came to a private houfe to confcis itck 
perlbns, or about other bufinefs, but prefently you 
Ihould have all the family, nay, and the chriflians 
too of the neighbourhood f.ock together about 
anri intreat me to fpeak to them concerning Gdcl. I 
had made but an indifferent prqgrefs in underftandr 
ing and pronouncing their tongue, efpecialJy when** 

I firft began to preach, which 'nSitffdielefk. gave 
them no manner of offence i fb far from tt, thf^ if 
they could but never fo little apjfrehend what 
I meant, they never were cloy’d xvith hearing . 
me. 

I have moreover taken notice, that they had 
always rather I fhould preach myfelf, hatfr bar- 
barous foever my language might appear, than 
that I fhould get them inftrudbsd, as I fbmst’Imes " 
V did 
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did by tile hclpof aChindecatechift, that had been 
formed fome tjme before to exerafes of this nature 
But, my vifits not beuig fb frequent as I could have 
avifh^»d,*I endeavoured to make them up by godJy 
•books. With which, by Gtxi's blcfTing, China is very 
well’ftored, there having been fome mifTionanes fur 
Jiciently zeaJous and'T^ble *0 compo/e books, and 
that very politely, upoiridj the points of religion 
.> They have very curious and compleat cate 
chiCms, wherein the entire and compleat body of 
the doftnne of chnfttamty, thff life, miracles, and 
death of our blefled Lord, the commandments of 
X?od and the church are clearly explained There 
are Id^ewife to be found particular expofitions upon 
the gofpels, treatifes upon moral and chriflian du 
ties, fome /olid controvcrfies adapted to ever} bo 
dy*8 capaaty, pra< 5 iiccs of pietji for the different 
conditions of life, prayers and mffruiffiohs for the 
ufe of the facraments, a body of divinity for the 
learned, for they have tranflat^ fome part of Tho 
Aquinas, and lad of all, St Ignatiuses exercifes for 
thofe that mind 'heavenly things Infomuch, that 
fSfis 'f^intual feed of the cvangebcal word is feat 
tered all over, and multiplied an hundred fold 

could* have wiflied there might have be*n a 
Jranflation of the MifSl, upon the account of fay 
ittg'ittafs m Chinefe, together with an exaft verfio i 
.of the holy fcrjptures Conformable to the per 
rraflion obtained for that purpofe, the was fi 

nifhed, amjAitJRr Couplet pretented it fome years ago 
toethe pojw however, after having duly examined, 
the* matter, it was* not thought convenient to make 
u<e of it, but they continued to fay rnafe jn the 
Latin tongue, as m other places As for the 
rompleat verfion of the Bible, there are fuch weighty 
reafor^why it /hould not forthwith he puhhlhed, 
tl^t It would feem a ta(h piece of impudence to 
d^t , “^nd fo much the more, faccaufe there is already 
C c 4 expounded^ 
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expounded, in divers books, what is contained In the 
gofpel > yea, and even whatVoever is moft inftrudlivc 
in the reft of the holy fcriptures. 

The fecond method, to incresife the ferYcn^i zeal ' 
of cV\riftians, was prayer ; Befides tbc time appointed 
for mafs, I aflembled them twice a day to ^ake 
publick prayers. 'They, fujlg^in two choirs with 
fucK marvellous devotis:^^ that it made me wlfti th^" 
the European chriftians might have been witnefl^ 
of their piety ; for th«r rude, and fometimes fcan- 
dalous deportmentt before our altars, will certainjy 
be condemned at the great tribunal, by the modefty 
of thofe later chrilUahs. *. _ 

They do not underftand either linking by notus ' 
or mufick as we do, yet have they tunes of thein 
own compofure no ways unpleafant,, which Teems to 
me abundance more tolerable than what are uf^ in 
feveral fcfcietiea in Europe : They liad likewife Jeve- 
ral forts of inftruments ; concerts they Teem to ad- 
mire, and our villages in France would ferve their 
turn well enough iu that point. ‘ 

The Chinefe are of that temper, that they had‘ 
need of fomething fenfible to heighten thein devo-* 
tion j fumptuous and magnificent ornaments, Zing- 
ing, pompous proceftions, the noife <3f bells and 
infti-uments, and the cerei^onies of .the churcK, *aw 
very taking with, them, and allure them ttvd^me 
fervicc. 1 took cxtraoidinary care in that matter, 
to procure for them all that '’the churth out^of^ 
her moft wife conduit hath pcrft,i4tsd«^l^ the fer- 
vants of God-, yet, always diftingm^in^''-Jb^t 
which fuperftjtion, if one havCcHOt a ^rc of it, 
is wont, in procefs of lime, to put into the com- ^ 
rnon people’s head, 

I apply’d myfelf more elpecially to inlpire th^ 
with refpeit to our myfterics, they-made th^r con- 
• •fcHlon ufually every fortnight, Their copfcftioit 
•p-as not only attended with tears (far the ChmefR 

arc'^ 
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are more fubjeft to weeplog than we) but alfo with 
fevere penance jn the evening in the veftry. 

The lively faith, they for the adorable facra- 
meji^,' siade them confiant attenders on the altar; 
and, ■'when I permitted them to receive it, they com- 
muAicated with affections of veneration capable of 
inflaming not only itfdx who are but lukewarm, but 
almofl chriftians : you *fn^lit fee them proftrate at 
Several times, with their face on the ground lamenting, 
and commonly fhedding abundance of tears. Such 
like poftures, more frequent dnd ordinary amongft 
Afiaticks than Europeans, yet evermore edifying and 
ifiibmifliver do exceedingly contribute to excite devo- 
'?Ion in the'foul, and to imprefs upon the mind that 
profound veneration which the majefty of our my- 
fteries deferves at our hands. 

•This refpeC^ extended itfclf alfo to the images, 
reliques, to the medals, holy water, anefin general, 
to whatfoever bears the character of our rebgion. 

They bore, more than that, a particular veneration 
, for the Virgin Mar)*, which perhaps had gone too 
far, if care had not been ufed to regulate it. They 
'^Ih'her the Holy Mother (Chin-Mou) and do in- 
voke her in all their ftraits and exigencies. The ex- 
perience, •they liave had of her protection, hath 
confirmed them in thi^warm devotion, and the be- 
nlliis, they receive daily from her, perfuade them /he 
is acceptable to God. 

• The Ivomen are yet more animated with thefe fen- 
timentyhwij4h< men. All their churches are dedi- 
_gite*d to ^ler under the title of Chin-Mou tarn, that 
is ‘to* fay, the temple of the Blcffed Mother. ^ There 
they meet together, for they never enter into the 
" church of the men, as the men dare not prefume to 
fet a foot into theirs. But the paflionatc love, that 
"'the ^hriftfans 'have for Jcfiis Chriff, makes them 
N^lly dc\’out, and walk worthy of the profeflion 
have embraced. They continually repat thefe 
' ■ '* ■ following 


3 94 Gojpel is propofed to ^ ^ 

foUowmg words, Jf/wr tht Tdkjier of heaven, vjbojhed 
bis blood for us j Jefits taho 'died to fave us. Being 
it is the myftery wherein we moft carefully inftruit 
them, fo it is that they moft ftedfaftlyc ba^eve. 
Every one fhall have their. crucifixes in their cJ*am-‘ 
bersi and notwithftandiog the nakedneft of" our 
images did at firft give Tome 6 ffence, yet have the^ 
in procefs of time acfij^sstied themfelves to them. 
"We diftribute them to the people with feme precau^^ 
tion, for fear they may chance to fall ints the hands 
of idolaters, who ihight, dther through ignorance 
or malice, be apt to prophane them. 

And this was the raron why, after m&is was fiiidj..- 
I commonly removed from the altar a large graven 
crucifix, the pagans do oftentimes come out of cu- * 
riofity to fee our churches ; now they might have 
ftole it away, or fpoken of it irreverently and bjaf- 
jihemouflyl which ncverthelefs was not brought to 
pafs by me paints of Chrift’s paflion which I left 
■with them. 

Now as for chriftians, we are far from concealing 
from them tWs facred myftery of our redemption, * 
or from dlflembling in the leaft ctrcumfbnce 
fame; What certain hcreticks have writ, concern- 
ing it, is a foul calumny, which all the Chipefe 
books and cuts, therein engraven, have long 
difpro-vrd and confuted. 

The crofs is carried publidcly in the ftreefs in pro- , 
ceflion, planted on the tops of churches, atw painted , 
over the doors of the chrillians hotjfe^l*JiLhav^ no 
where obferved the ceremooy of the adoru^g of tie. 
crofs, performed every Good Hriday- pubHckly, 
pra<5tifea with more adoration than in China 5 nay, 

J fincerely proteft, that I never afllftcd thereat with- 
out being forced to mingle my tears with thofe q£. 
the believers, who outdo themfelves in devotlyi and 
puhUck penance on that day cfpecially. Thofe, 
have accufed their faith in this point, would tWm-^ c 
^ ftlves. ‘ 
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felvEs bt afhamed at infenftblenefs of Europeans, 

had they affifted at our ceremonies ; for our part, we 
are ovajoyed to fee the Opprobrium of the crofs to 
tri'^ph, as far as the atmoft limits of the univafe, 
^*0^5^ the moft proud and haughty nation of the 
^ world. 

The particular inftrudSon of the Chmefe women 
is much more troublefdntff^han that of men ; they 
. -ure never vifitel but in the time of their ficknefs, 
neither dcf they ever come to -^fit the miflionaries , 
hut they may be fpoken with in their churches, or 
^clfe one may caufe them fojneet every fortnight to 
-'^ 5 ^ msftt tfind admlnifter the facrament to them ; 
they dare not come oftener for fear of fcandal, the 

* Ia^\s of the country do not fo much as ^low 
them that, becauie the dilbrders, that happen every 
ti^.e the Paan women wfit the temj>1es of the 
Boflaes, cauft our afiemblies to be fulpefled, and 

■ afford a fp^ous pretence to the Gentries to cry 
down religion. 

’NorwithAanding a man cannot imagine what 
may be rrap’d by it, I came to this church 
upo*n Friday evening to hear confeffions. *Tis al- 
tiuys in a^place expos’d to ever)’ one’s viewi for in 
this cafe one cannot a<ff with too much caution. On 
.*'^turday morning I firtilh’d the confeffions of thofc 
tha?*were not able to get a place the day foregoing. 

. Almoffi every or\f of them confefs, and would be 
glad fo ^o do every day if they had liberty gnmted. 
AVhcnffrHr'‘'Sc* tendemeft of conicience, or effeem 
' “ fcj ihe ^crament, or fome other reafon beft knmni 
to themfclvls, I know noti but they think th^ can 
ne ver iVt time enough apart to difcovcr their laulfs 
U here is required abundance of patience to hear 
.“iicni, anA,lsrrngxa!(aT:iVy of ■aw.v’ddsCycAnioTij'iVjty 
yWOuK liXc It very il) to be handled roughly ; yet 
K 2 yc they one pood nuaht^*, that they are fcldom 

* tc^ and froward. They recrii c the inflruflioas , 

from 
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from their diredtor in all hum^ity ; they blindly pin 
their faith upon his fleeve •, we never mftiil great _ 
penance on them, nay tho* it be a difficult matter to 
reduce them from their ordinary peccadilloes/ yp: do 
not they find it fo hard to bewail and lament^i^ ' 
them. 

As for notorious fins they very rarely commit- ^ 
them, becaufe their ^ssSfeon exempts them from 
the moil dangerous opportunities; and, if they couldv* 
be brought to keep peace in their domelWck affairs, 
their life would be othenvile wonderful innocent! 


I have obferved in maijy of them a certain devotion 
that wanted but little of holinels. They^‘a'ivwiys«^j^^ 
ply themfelves to bufinefe or to prayer, feeking aff 
opportunities for the education of their children, or * 
for their own improvement : very farupulous and 
nice in the obfervation of the praftice of every chK- 
fttan duty charitable, frequent in mortification % in 
a particular manner zealous for the converfion of * 
idolaters ; attentive to all occafions that prefent them- , 
felves to do aifls of charity ; infomuch that I have 
heard the ancienteft raiflionaries ffy, that, if China } 
once turn’d chriftian, almoftall the women woultl 6c 
faved. This is not an affefted encomium of the 
Chinefc women ; I do faithfully and honeftly r^Ja^e 
what I havi feen, and 1 judj^e of other churches bji^ 
this whereof I have the care and conduft. 

The inftruflion of the youth riper years gave , 
me as much trouble. I -was perfuaded mat thh *« 
age, above all other, requir’d culti\^ltif7g^-^p£cially 
in China, where many things concur to mVke 
have an averfion for the fervicc ofi Cod'; their eafy 
foft temper, the complailMce of all jibout them^ ; . 

their relations that doat upon them, and fcldom 
car^ a ftrift hand over them>dnit let them hava. 
their wills j the company of heathen childi^ft al-v 
ways corrupted .and vicious very foon ; their depey^ 
dance, their compIiiTancc wtb fchool-moffcr!, .^fho * 
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many times have fuch influence on them, as to m- 
fpire them wit)i an averfion for religion All thefe 
are obftacics to their inflra<fhon, \erj hard to fur 
raount*what care foever ylt take 

was I willing to difcharge my duty by feveral 
^ wa^s and means , that, which appeared to me the 
’ moft effeifhial, was to tdice a chnflian fchool mafter 
mto my l^oufe, who wS=s«sbla.zeaIous man , the 
children came thither to learn, and I took the op 
portunity*to inftiU devotion into them, to expound 
to them the pnnapal articlelof religion, to tram 
them up, and difaplme them againft the ailaults of 
to accuftom them to the ceremonies of 


the church, where they affifted at mafs e\ e y day 

• This praftice did alfo produce another good effeA 
the children of idolaters who came to fludy under 
tks tuition of, the lame mafter, whither by reafon 
of eheapnefs, or becaufe of the neamefs of the place, 

. heard, whether they would or no, what was taught 
to their fchool fellows , thefe mftrufhons form’d and 

• felfon’d them by little and little to chnftianitj , and 
r^dpleiufh’d thar^ind WJth abundance of good no 
*■^119 and ideas, which, a5 fo many feeds, m procefs 

of tunc, did produce evangelical fruit, that is to fa) , 
real convAfions 

*'lt were to be wftx’d there ^ ere a good number 
of^nftun fchool mafters that might teach gratis 
^ m cities, that would be the beft means to propagate 

• fiJigioni and to*prefcrvc good manners, and kc^ 
up'^»cc<}i^ia^«familjcs , but the milHonancs arc u> 

> .far from/^xnng in a condition to mamtan them, that 
they arc h*rd pwt to it to fubfift themfcl\ cs , for 
thej do notJead fuch a life as fomc ill informed, or 
■^miCTilI aftciftcd authors would hive made the world 
^biJcvc the ^ did and I fpcak esenof thofe 

at tounTwho fccm by their to I \c 

thc^iiftucncc of all accommwations It k tn.'’, 

, the) gontheu-nks ‘■acco-dngtothemodc 
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of tl\e country) -when they ,go to vi(it pcrfons of* 
quality \ yea, and thty are fometinws carried in a 
iedan, or elfe on horf^ck, attended by fervanls i 
all which is necefiary to keep up their crtfdiC and 
preferve the proteftion of the Mandarines, forjStlTfrj 
of which the chriftians ^wuld be often oppre/led 
but yet that makes the ini/nonaries to lead an hard- 
life, for thefe exp6liCS*6b^niing their tyhole reve- 
nue, or -penlion, which never amounts to an hundred 
crowns per Annum^ the ^mall portion tfiat remains 
is icarce fufficient to live on. The miflionary Is 
very decently (not to fay very poorly) habited in hig 
houfe, his lod^g ja very inconvenient, 
the hard ground, or upon a very thin quilt without 
fKeets ; As for his table, it is fo frugal, that there ' 
is never a monk in Europe to whom the canon 
preferibes (pch a rigorous abftinence « fame of tHem 
pafs whole years together with only rice, legumJlious 
vegetables, and water*, for the Thee, that js ufual^- 
drank, is neither pleafant to the palate of a Ch^eie 
nor a foreigner. *“ * “ 

However, I (peak only of the time that they 
in their houfe*, feras foon as ever they come abro^ 
to travel about the provinces, and to fegk the loft 
Iheep in the villages, mountains, and the mofhjK-* 
mote places, one is not ablc^'to exprefe the continual 
fatigues of their miflion *, (I fpeak chiefly of *£hofe 
that perform in the weftem pcovinces *, j for the* 
channels, that water almofl all the oroviners qf tRc • 
fouth, make thefe perambulations IcfsteMcsis'^nThcn 
it is that they labour mght And day, lie in bams, fSr-' 
with the poor countrymen, and fire ejJpofed to the 
feorching fun, and the moft VEhemen»*ttold<><i ft£n- , 
times covered all over with feow, and A\et to the 
flun with Tain; and then wc ivtto£«:sidjh nothing •to-' 
comfort us at our arrival but fervent chriftian^ that/* 
quite weary us out by the cxercife of our 
that they expeit from us. 
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The province of Xenfi, that fell to my care, is 
one of the largeft m all^China I had fome chnllian 
churches eftablilhed within an hundred leagues of 
one another, whither I muft go by roads fo toilfome, 
th^^en horfes are of no ufq They have mules 
^rea^ the mountains, and m^aged for this fort of 
jdurmes, that is to fay, fop^he eaficfl: ways , as for 
•life other ^ays 'you arefea ieed^ a. foot it, whether 
ygu creep all four up the rocks, or defcend into 
'the precipices You crols over the valley m ^vate^ 
ai\d dirt, expofed to tygers, but yet more to robbers, 
whofe retreat the country does ftvour 
•They^.not like thole fine wajs and delightful 
pi3ii^!ntM*npagne provinces of the fouth, which 
and nature have feem*d rather to have made for 
the delight of the inhabitants, than for the convehi- 
enc»^ of travellers The vallies of the Alps and 
Pyrenees are much more pafiable , and* one may 
properly fay of China, that, where it is fine, nothing 
in the world is finer , and, when it ceafes to be fo, no 
•thing IS more horrid and frightful Neverthelels, 
£'S**the death of fither Fabor, one takes delight to 
r*cc^jl*ilong thofe tedious roads that he water^ for- 
merly with the fwcat of his bro%\ s, where he Juth 
Ihed abroad'that fweet fiivour of holmefs tliat Hill 
uplkdds the faith of cljnfiians, and animates the 
2 tal the mifllonanes 

The other churches of this province arc more 
dlif^Iy come at I fpent a great part of the jear m 
*travcll fig •villw to vjlagc, catechizing, 

■* preaching, and admnifinftg^the facnmi-nts to believers 
t^r*affcmDlctkupoii my paflage in all the places that 
I appointed _I d ivided m) time between them and 
* *ke^*«tf!jn.r5r“^ofc Converfion alwajs proves more 
Irequcirt 

Tffg fropohs of a prevnee Some 
dVthcnytherc were, who bang already convinced 
oftrijAithb) reading, or bj the-- comnercc wiJi 
• chnfiaoj. 
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chriftiai-vs, cams of their ow» accord to receive bap- 
tlfm : Others Jhaken, and rouzed eirfier by their re- , 
lations or friends, came to hear difputations, and at 
laft furrendered therfcfeJves to the grace •ofj^efus^ 
Chrift ; Many allured^y novelty, or by the igK!S% 
ty of their neighbours, h^rd attentively, and alway^ 
difputed with a great dem c/ hen^ ; amongff whofa*^ 
ibme there were from th^dtfputation 

more hardened than ever ; yer^’others, more faith- < 
ful to the drawings ^of the Spirit, gave glory to God, 
and humbly acknowledged their errors. All irfy 
trouble in, this fort of controverfies was, that ^ 
could not deliver myfelf as I would 
culty of ejtplaining my(elf in a foreign lat^age de- 
prived the truth of its weight and power. Ithought,' 
if I could but have fpoken my native tongue, there 
fhould n^t have been one idolaten in my audifSrvy 
that fhould not have opened his eyes to trutlf firft, 
and then to faith. But beddes that, men commorfly' 
fpeak enough of it to make every man inexcufable,, 
as St. Paul faith •, yet I made moreover this r^^- 
tion, That he that plants, and he that waters, 
p^ns foever he may take, and how expert 'foever 
he may be in planting and watering well, yet does 
but very little by that. A man ought to«. 2 fer 
this great work of convening fouls to God ; ’tjs 
he alone that caufes dicfe plants to incrcalfcf that 
nouri/hes them, and ralfo theni,up to himfelf, acr 
cording to the order of his infinite me.-ey ftnd' 
eternal purpofes. And at HI limes fixed arid 
ordained in the eternal c?bunfcls of divine picdefti=' 
nation, how many times have I* fi.'en' a few words, 
ill pronounced, fenfibly to .triunapjw^nw^u. yp ;or. 
becaufe the Holy Spirit, that mailer vitliin the clc<ft, 
doth unfold the fcn(c of . y here^/ 

difeourfes have had none other cfFe5t,^T35c onlj' 
to harden the heart; when, by a juft 

God was not plcnfcd to accompany them v ith a^ 

extrp^'airy. 
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extrftonfmary evidence and demonftration of the 
Spirit , 

You will, without dfaubt, moft reverend father, 
be exceeding gUd to undei^nd the natbre of the 
difficulties we meet tvitMal m the converfion of 
tile Gentiles I have obferve^hree forts of them that 
feem pe^Ls^'otihKChiriJie Perfons of quality, and 
thofe wbQ would b^ objefted chiefly 

againft thttnyfleHer thcir hearts rofc chiefly againfl: 
theTnnityand Incarnation, a God that was pene 
trable, a God that could die, was no lefsm refpeeftof 
them, than of the Jews, a ftumbling block and a 
P ece^:ii^olly The exiftence of God, eternal, fu 
premc, infinitely juft, infinitely powerful, went afily 
Sown with thtm, and the convmang proofs of it, 
that I urgtd to them, made them fometimes forbear 
eirrtnng into the lifts with me thereupon 

To proceed in order, and to follow the roads 
jshich prudence and holy fathers have chalked out 
for us ou thefe ocafions, I dmded our rehgion 
intb two parts Inthe firft, I propofed to them ^at 
‘IB*er teafon exempt frompalTiori diftatm to us That 
■Wert; IS a God , that this God, bang uifinitcly hoi), 
enjoins us to love virtue, and ihun vice, to obey 
pnnccs, td refp^ our relations, to do no wrong to 
S-te's neighbour , that ppod men, that are o'-ratimes 
•mifamble in this world, enjoy a certain reward m the 
next , that, on the conttar)s, wicked men, who fpend 
'their life m moramate picafures, are ngoroun) pu 
mwM .» Amc nnd fear,? 


lnlh?d after'iSutwwjhat this fime hope and^fe, 
' c b'*giunir^^f 


rhat'are the b-ginmrW wifdom, are likewife the 
firft Me oGoi/jemeSiour. bur yet, that .he m 
a ^ that e\erv rmu ought to hi^c for this 

^^tsfeSoTBf^feand death, is capable alone 

•'“"iJSS-ml^St^^tliero b) thefe maxims. I 
•V,/^5rprrft.a, with MS fpint of love and far. 
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thefc dlvme lefl*ons •, proftratc yoilrfelvcs cVciy*day 
before the infinite majefty oT this God that you 
acknowledge *, in this pothirc, with* tears in your 
eyes, and an heart broken and contrite wjtjj ’grief, 
for knowing him fo llate, beg of him from^hj^ 
bottom of your heart f^at he would pleafe to fafie 
you to thefe fublime tm^s, -,doth 

not difeover to yo u^. ,lMulIS!lyl'wch it hatjv^ pleafed* 
him to reveal to the world^i5p»Hs belilved Son^ 
■which at pTcfent make up the particulaii charafter 
of the chriftian faith. . 

It was not always fuch an cafy matter to obtain 
what 1 deininded j the moft part of thfi ^en ^es^* 
accuftomed blindly to purfue their pafiibn^ round 
more difficulty to embrace this novel .kin4u of life, 
than to believe the mofi: abftrufe myfteries. Yet j 
can afTure you, reverend father, that, of all tfipfe 
that fubmhted thereto in eameft, 'I faw not ^ny 
that was not a few days after difpofed to belie\^ 
the moft diffiadt things which the new teftament 
teacheth us ; fo' true it is, that faith is the giffeof 
God, that cannot be acquired by call the force#^ 
rcafoning •, and thofe. 'only obtain,- who follow«oRr' 
Saviour’s counfel: Seek and ye Jhall Jindy knock 'and 
it Jhall be opened io you. God indeed, to accom- 
pli(h this promife, did conrar pretty often toSiLe 
converfion in a moft miraculous manner •, and J^ob-' 
ferved in feveral new converts fo many enllghten- 
ings, juft upon their refolving to^live well, and be' 
conftant in prayer, that the Hob", niuft needs 
have Ulumlnatai them, 

A gentleman, whom reading and 
made to waver in his opinion, could not y et refblve 
to ’believe •, yet, *hc detcrrnmecl*’»k3t^uKfen^^=57y 
praAife tfie morality of Jef^ Chrift, fuppofing, _ 
that a good life would much ' 

mifts. At the foft, his doubts got ground hij^ 
inftead of being vanqmfhed ; the more he 
• upon 
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upon the crofs, the Viorc did ha fpnt revolt He 
compared the fables of his own religion ^\lth the 
Ignominious death of a God pan that h) s the foun 
.‘d^n of ours They botld feemed to him equally 
nSwilous , and, take whaj/tarc he could to fearch, 
noth H?g^nc 3^g*^Shjfln(Lat M confirmed him more m 
*chnflnmty than in yafcg wHiSJ^ lations, and divers 
/if his fn^ds and*>^|iuuntancc, ufed their utmoft 
endeavovtfsto \mu him over to Jefus Chnft, but 
.all to no purpofe , and he wJsjuft upon the point 
of taking up his old coutfe again, i/hen ourHef 
•fed Lord, flopped him upon the \cry brink of 
th^ precipes 

One nigh^ (as I had it from his oii^n mouth) he 
. lus dream heaven open , jefus Chnfl ap 

ptjred to hun full of nvyefty, fitting at the nght 
han^ of the Father, and wrrounded tvith an infiwte 
wmpinj of bleficd fpints , on one hand, he /hewed 
mm thofe eternal rei, 7 ards thatare promifed to chnf 
tjans, on the other, he difcover’d to him profound 
^fi«, wluch the torments and Ihneks of a great 
idolaters made gaftly and fnghdul Tint :S 
thy portten, Cuth he, with a threatening countenance, 
tf thou dej^ not foUozj me Oh • fon, continued he 
a more mild countenance, Mift ny crefs dif 
'tcurgge you ^ And trifi a dentb, v,b:cb is the fstirce 
of my ttiake you ajharred ? 

* ^This vifion frightened him, and he weakened quite 
another man^,h^4di>QpC Jook upon it as a dream, he 
_dtd not bufj himfelf^%d out what extraordinary 
Tiiifig’chanc^and ,m mer heated imagination were 
capable ofte numes t o produce dunrg fieep the pooif 
i.i 3 A«^mg^ri ua'tf or, that God had fpoken to him, 
demanded to be baptjfi?a wth a great deal of impor 
was fo far from havmg any 
•ftouble/ro fubmit to the belief of our rayftenes, 
tlSvi^protefted he would ^vl]llngi) part with his 
*iife to defend the truth of them 

. Dd s Another- 


l>;f^wuig Keiy^ample, 
^ belifve thataK 
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Another, kfs knowing, tjit much more obfti- 
nate, did not only not forlakc his errors, but aid even 
fcofF at and deride our moft holy jnyfteriea, and 
was prefent at my in8.ru^rio^s only to jeer them 5 
yet had he permitted his wife to turn chri1Vi^e>‘ 
becaufe he was not wljng, by' her defire, / 
to breed a difturbance in*^is^OTjiy?^&tri*feidi‘ he 
would have a 

for fear the world (hould be a^^ 
his family was run mad. 

Being naturally of a more fpritely temper and 
brilker than your Chtnffe ufualiy are, I endeavoured 
to wn by fair means more than by ; 

at length, perceiving neither of them prove effec- 
tual, 1 went one evening to his houTa to-fee him, * 
and taking him afide : 1 depart to-morrow, fir^aitl * 
I, and am come to take my leave gf you. I 
needs confefs, it is not without ibme forrow^ not 
only becaufe I leave you, but more e^ecially 
cauft I leave you in your errors. _At leaft, before my , 
departure, do me one fmall kLidnefs •, your wifl’is 
a chriffian, ffie hath an image of thb God-man, 
reli^on I pj-each, do fij much as proftrate ydiirTett^* 
fometimes before this fame image, and befeech him 
whom it reprefents, to illuminate your ‘VnlndjJf it 
be true, tint he hath poever fo to do, andV’hf 
becapableofhearingyou. Hepromifed mehe«wou!d 
do it, and prefendy afVer my back was turned h? 
performed nis promife, ' * ^ 

His wife, ignorant of •vyh^r'iaa^arted, feeing 
him upon his knees, adorTug Jefus Chrift by, oftea^ 
bowing his head before this image, ‘ {uppofed he 
Jind -Cnnf Jinr . 

a houfc adjoining where was, to acouainr ihe " 
with it: I ran thither, and h im ftUt fo 
up in this aftion, and in prayer, 
mind to interrupt him. 
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As fojm as he ro^ from his knees, I told him, 
I couhi not ('efficiently fignify myjoytohim, oc- 
ca/ioned by tlie ^vonderful change God had lately 
^^'rought m him 1 

^th he, allama^-l, did 5 on /eaatfiich 
a dlftance w^t^afled in^j mmd, or hath God 
Chrift jiimfelf, replied I, 
lets m^underftancA^ he acqmntsiis, 

•that tha{^ wh crSl^any thing of his F-’ther in his 
name (htrtl be heard Oh ' fither, cried he, it s 
■true, I am no longer the fame* man, I perceive m\ 
felf a chnftian without yet .knoaving uhatchriftia 
nity,mcM,-ns , but pray inftnift nie, I ant ready to 
Submit, and to rcceite baptifm this very moment 

if yn u^^j? 3 . 0 > 

■~^old him, I baptifcd -tiobody before I had firft 
mJlruftcdthen%, that, being obliged to depart, I would 
nonunatc a chnftian to whom he mignt have re- 
fcourfe m my abfence He confented to every thing, 
and we prol^rated ourle/ves before this miraculous 
iffiage, to return thanks to the Divine Majeft}, 
*Who can, when*hc fees good, from the hardeH 
’ftbrtes raife up children unta Abraham 

Amongrt fevenlothereffeilsof that grace, where 
With It Rath plcafed God to blefs my miffion, the 
,c?rffver/ton of an oId«officer m the arniy leems 
avorth the relating to you From a private centinal, 
he was got up to be the kiug*^ lieutenant m one of 
the cities of the tlnrd order, and, notwitliRandmg he 
wis,ver^rWfpy.^^MJiB never a concubine, his wife, 
.being a chnftian, obli^^ him to live in a more re 
gular manner then other Mandannes But nothing 
CQuI d.jjgtgyminp hu n to turn chnltnii , not that he 
•^Tt^'^iptKdMpg'^fm, his defire of advancing 
himfelf J O took uj> all his thoughts, 

rfrJI!l"bTf (KaTumc never owned any deity but 
\s *Fhis indifferency for all forts of re- 

jichw ts of all conditions the moft dangerous j and 

D d 3 I have 
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I have fount! by experience, that a mab !s never 
ct a prater diftance from the true Gjad, whai 
he acknowledges none at alL * ' 

Yet had he a grea/ value for chriftians,, bccatifc 
he edified by tlicir inr 4 ->ccnt life. Whcji I chaneft ^o . 

f ;o to hi? city, he alV^'s made me a vifit ; «nd, 
jcaufc he tlioiight it plca^d 
times into tlie ehtiyf[^fQlV [^ojfnttc before^c altar^. 
I thereupon took* occifion to rT7»-J}C Inilkicfs of hi? 
falvatlon heme to him, hut he hennl the ivoft ferious 
things that 1 fpoke to him thereupon v.Ith a fniilc, , 
O.ic day, fpeaking to him of Jicll in a more terri- 
fying manner than uiual : You muft not he. furprifird 
at my ui^dauntcdnefs, lays he, itwoulcf he a great 
fhimc for an old ofneer a? I am, to hr afayd. Ever . 
fince I turned foldier I took up the rc^jlution tt^^ear- 
nothing V but after all, faith he, what rcafon ca#8rl 
have to f<.*ar ? I do nobody wrong, I icrv’c, my 
friends, and am faithful to the emperor, and, .4^ 
heretofore J have been fuhjeft to the ufual difor- 
ders of youth, I am at preient temperate enough 
in my pleafurts. That is as mu*h as to 
pl)’d I, that you firivc to gratify the worldf* 
you arc no wife follicitous to render to God what 
you owe to him ; could you imiginc yoa fiiould be 
a good officer, in difchat^imj the particular dut^^pf 
your calling, if you refused at the fame tirne to' 


obey and acknowledge the emperor. 

’Tis not enough to be regular ift all the aftions pf 
a private life j the principal is tq 

lubmit to his fovercign, the w’hole duty* of a , 
man is to own and fear God. Ypu arp in the'right 
i^'fh hCj J do fenoufly think it. You think fo in 
vam, reply’d I, if that God, 

of, does not give good thougvjte. Beg of him this ^ 
evening to enlighten your 

hear your voice ; but do you remember alfo Ilff^ 
to his, and follow it, , , 

' ~ Altho? 
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Altho^ could hope no more from this difcourfe, 
than feveral otfier preceding ones, y^t I ob- 
fervcd'he was wrought upon . I mentioned fome 

* fuch thing to his wife, who took an occa/ion there 
• to fpealc home to him , »ind one of his officers, 

beir^ very z^ous and wcll;inftrufled, defired him 
prajer to be performed 
mhish'^fe His p^faTceft iirglpim the fervency of 
bis domcttKks, jwet^^y all beggw of Jefus Chnft, 
that he might be converted, with cries and tears, 
which the infinite goodnefs of the Almightj can 
fcarce ever withftand 

* From this very moment fie begin to waver, and 
the vanou^ thoughts he revolved m his mind a great 
» part ofjhejught, concerning the dinger wherein he 
him take up a relbJution to go thro* with 
^ligion But our Lonl mftrufted him concerning it 
imnjediately , for, he fenoufly protefted,* that be»^ 
a iittle fieepy, he had tlich hombierepreftntations of 
hell, that he was no longer in fuipence whether 

* *«?• no he Ihould refolve Upon his awakening, he 
T found himfelf a* chnftian, or, at leaft he took up 

* a ilim rcfolution fo to be as foon as pofllble he could 
He forthwith repaired to the church where I /aid 
mafs , whtn it was fini/hed, I wis furprifcd to /ee 
h3if at my feet bcgging^baptifm of me, with his eyes 
bathed in tears weeping, I fay, for fcarce could he 
^utter his mind, fo much d«d bis fighs and tears m 

* te^Tupt his difcour S. He /poke bkew ife with a much 

more there was ob/erved, in his ac- 

tion,* Iknow not whabi%t of fear that hid feaed 
him,' of which he was not maficr Whether it 
ivas that hisjinaginition was ftiH fmitten with the re- 

or whether God by this change 
was pleafed to makf^s, as well as him, appre- 
hchn*«* Jrjfst^rdiRftSravery and haughtinefs, that war 
cardwe of infpinngf is not proof sgvnQ that Av- 
ing l^or which he darts (when atplcafes him) into 
the mbft undaunted hearts, I 
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I lind a ^rcat mind, accoijlin^ to my wftomi to 
take feme time to examine and inflm^k btit he 
proteftM that he wouW not j»o out of tlic chvirch till 
he was bapdied: Pevf'op IJhttll die ibis v<^ eighty 
faid he to me, fi«rf>oi<r:tpj/W be grieved to kntrw)^^’* 
iernally dami:ed. His Nfoliition notio forfakc* me, 
the intreat)' of clirlftians, Viat/imitCT^f?r'*rS^hc- 
ground to me tcv^rts^thisfiAir, and I miow not 
what internal motion prcs-atled^T^rt me,*^ examined 
him about every point of religion > he imderftood 
one part of it, anh learned the reil with fo much 
eannefs, that two hoiirs after I thought I could ini- 
tiate him into our myftcries. His eon\'er/ion madh 
a great noife in the city, (cveral idolaters follow^ 
his example \ and, fince in heaven tt/al&*hgre is re-* 
joking at the repentance of one finner, thereTS^*^f« 
queftion but the faints and angels N^erc joyful offhe 
converfion of this very man. * 

This fubminion of our fplrit to the obfcurelV mjt.- 
fteries, how difficult foever It may feem, yet is it not 
the tWng that troubles the Gentiles moft ; feVWd* 
other confidcrations are greater Snibs in their 
The firll is the reftitution of ill-gotten goods, ‘vVfflcn’ 
in reference to the merchants aj-vd Mandarines is an 
almoll unfurmountablc obtlacle. * 

Injuftice and cozenage rre fo common in C?J?5ha, 
in thefe two conditions, that few of them there are 
who haye enriched theinfelves any other way. A 
merchant always puts off his wares at the deaE‘*ftj, 
rate he can poffibly, and mer- 

chandize but when hecanedtget rid of his bad'Cun- 
king and craft, fo peculkr to this nttion, feem to 
intitle it to the right of fophiftica tin^ulL^hj i '^gs .^ B ut . 
the fanftity of our religion doth notpwmitNvWat- 
human laws tolerate : a ms g., when h e is b|come-. 
rich by unjufl: dealing, muff comean3‘W!^%e‘*3p ^ 
accounts with God, when he does in earnef^^ink^e 
is come to the'knowledge of him. I 

- ' that 
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that I neve/ mfifted upon thrs point but it made me 
tremble^This^is for the moft part a rock of ofilncc 
■ to a Chmefe 

They^do not boggle at the myftcnes, nor ever call 
‘thenl’in que/lion* and the reifo^i js, becaufe the) fsem 
not Cut out for fpcculativc fr.ences Bat as to the 
flTralitJi? thvy have a certain penetrating 
aptnefsj^and think tfW^elves J.itl^ i nferior to us 
• * It IS very a mcrcimt to me one day, 

* man is net allowed to defraud or do wrong to his 
*. neighbour , but it is not 1 that*cheat when I f-II too 
‘ dear, or when I put off my bad (luffs, the buyer 

* abu/eth hemfelf 4-S he for his part defires to have 
*’\hem for •nothing, or as little as he can, if I agree 

* * itj,iG-U)ke\vifc am in the right to exaft larce 

hirt^ and to receive them, if he be fo 
'^^mple as to give them me This is the fruit of our 

* induftry, and this profit is no violente, but the 
‘ effeft of my calling, that teaches me to improve 

* my trade 

Moreover, adds he, altho* it (hould be true that 
r* I (houU pofTeff another man’s goods, and that I 
■ftitnild h:^e committed a fault by ennching myfelf 
‘ at his cod, how can f have the confcience at prelcnt 

* to ftnpfhy children naked and reduce them to b^g 
( *\,ary ? Believe me, father, thofe, from whom I have 

exfprted what they had, have, I’JJ ivairant )ou, 

* done as much to others,, who again have enriched 

* ‘jthemfelves aftef the (amc manner Here it is the 
‘ cullojrrtfcadyibehus, and every one m particular, 

‘ (i^^ey have any ought mutually to par 

* Soil one anochfr for th^ /mail foults, othenvile 
‘ we mull u ndo an d overthrow whole famil es, and 
■*niTi?6du^a*S5itler worfe than the mtfchief that 
‘ s^.hath committfcr^ As for rny^part, I freely 
‘ p^O^ilKi^MrShavechowfed me, provided no 

''‘t bodywill moled me about the pretended wrong I 
** have done him” 

' This • 
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This is the language of the children 
of whom Jefus Chrift (aith? That it ° 

camel to ^0 through the t^eof a ixteile^ tba^or a rich' 
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven. I«et fl nian » 
reprefent to them wAt he pleafes, yet they nlvvay? 
have their own v.'ay, b^g more obdurate than blind ; 
for they feldom fail oP admiritvrjBfiSe!;«aflda**^^r 
blafs’d humour in oth ers. here an es^implc bf* 
what I {ay, whCreo? 1 have pJwu.jintnefi'niyfclf. . 

, A young man travelling in the province of Xenh, ' 
where I clanced to*be, found a purfe upon the roaji, 
of about ten or twelve crowns j he hadthehonefty 
to inquire after the peffon to whom it belonged, that 
he might re{lare it. This was look’d u^on as an he- 
roical aftion by the Cbindc j now th e Map^ rine ofi 
the place would not let him do i^iSiouta’^ijaaiaa^. 
pence \ he made an encomium of it htmfelf irr’’a 
dlfcourfe that was printed in a lar^e charafter* and 
affixed upon the palace gate. 

But God Almighty, to whom even natural virtues 
are acceptable, was infinitely more gracious to titw ' 
young man j for, proceeding on hif journey, a perfon^ , 
unknown to him accofted him, and faid, Jiow.etftne' 
it to pafs that you reftored the money fo generoufly? 

* Do not you know that it is none but tte chriftians 
duty to do fuch things as thefe ? And know, tlijt,*tin 
the ftate wherein you are, ^ your moral adfaous will 
not hinder you from being damned ; believe me, .you 
will do well to go to the father ofHhe chriftians, a^d‘ ^ 
embrace their religion, withou t^ vibjrK-qi} ?y^r up- * 
rightnefs and natural equity'll ftand yo^ftV.no 
ftead after death. , « « * * 

He immediately obeyed, and ret urn’d b ack to find 
me out 5 he related to me, with avlBnSSick'on'JltJdrti.' * 
fimpllcity, what had happenSi^ him, and ever.and .. 
anon he would be faying, WhatlSTTW 
And what would yoohaveme do? I inftm^d^in^ 
with fo much the more cafinefs, becaufe iS^took ^ 

npthing 
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nothing ^irtfs m a ^^ord, he tns endued with fo 
much innriwncc^and caddor, that I ms much talcen 
With him^ To tKit when I found him ^/eIl difpofed, 
» Z procewjed to the baptifing of him, and put him in 
A \\ ay to fanfhfj his good mcltmtions for the future 
.\Thedevih t/ho underftands the blind fid* of the 
tc**'rdaci.'?y of>intereft, hath infpired the 
’idblaters^with ama’^MHt aJjjjis retains them m 
^ their crrors.- e- THpt ^^fedple^fanc} that one is chnftian 
' enough if Jie be poor, and that chnfttinitj \/as the 
r^igton of beggarly fellows , fo that if there happm 
any misfortune m a family, if there chance to be a 
chnftian m It, all others prelentl) la} the blame upon 
hifti, and lo5d him v/uh their imprecations One can 
••not, witl^iy^rong faith, refift this perfecution, and 
tosn tdobteryprepoff^fs'd u/th thrs 
idei, to embrace the chnntan religion, mward 
gne^muft be exceeding ftrong to oblige him to fa 
enfice his fortune, and to for/ake, as he imagines, 
all his temporal mtcrefts 

^"'^his very rcafon fwaysalmoft with nil the Man 
pannes, uho \’enture all as foon as they think of be 
^oriuig chnftuns Father Adam’s fall, that drew 
filong with it fo many illuftnous families in the hte 
perfecution? makes their hair ftill ftand an end They 
knb^f that the religion of the Europains is not ap- 
proved of by the laws, and withal, that they may 
depove all fuch as embnee -it of their Jives and for 
, Taiijes Whit prdteftion foever the emperor iray 
grant "“X hereafter revoke it, 

he itjffy^ie , md the par’ogient watch all opportuni 
ti€^iiftaginab^ to foot out chnftianity , fo that the 
fear of lofing t he dece itful nchesof thisworlddepnves 
' a 1 lu'Titu^^f of eternal bleflmgs, which they 

can«pt fufficiently valyc;^ nor know the worth of 
Bt^nw if a Mandarine, who has any work of 
■^race uj^n his heart, wave all thefe confiderations, 
yet upon his convcrfion he meets with another 
’ potable 
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notable obllacle to Ws pcric^erancc, more diffi- 
cult to furmount than the fijrmcr » ^fince fkc penfions 
of the officers arc not capable to fupply thc'Ufual cx- 
penccs of their family, they have no othe» fund for* 
to maintain It befidcs injufticc ' 

The minifters of ftate, and chicfprcfidents’of/o 
veaign courts of judicctutp oftl^Cm^do u^wWliai - 
exata confiderahlr itim< froRi /ftc viccroys / and thc(e 
latter, to make it good, the prin- 

cipal Mandannes of the province, wheragain lay a 
tax upon the fublltem officers none dare prefume 
to difpenfe vwth it, without running into the danger 
of being quite undone , mlbmuch that •every one *of 
them, that he may maintain his port, gapes ^fccr 
getting money by hook or by erpok^,. ,, — « 
This mmiftry of mjuftice, which the amBltwi^^ 
the grandees, and avance of fome of inferior rink, 
have intloduced into the empire iince the Jart revo 
lution, gives a mortal Wow to the ertablifhment of 
our mort holy faith uponafolid foundation, becaufe 
a chriftian Mandarine ceafes to be a good chnftranT 
if he fleeces and robs, or elfe he ceafes to be a Maiyv 
danne if he do not cheat «'• *■ * 


However, v/e meet with a great many of them, 
whom providence prclervcs, who havd not bowed 
the knee to Baal ha,^ Aren 111 China, as m*the 
pntmtive church, fome examples of this chiiftiati 
generoflty, that count the gcKids of this world as 
nothing, m hopes that the kingdom of heaven ?viU 
one day be their inhentance,-»4iT*Pra^'^%? qme of 
the perfecution there part an hundred thingS^fAis 
nature, that might afford matter, of edification , tot, 
beuig I fet down nothing but what _ I have fee n, 
fhall content myfelf to rel^ recent example “■ 

which likewife much afie«8d,jne ^ 

A ferv ent chnftian, of the pfovmCe TSf^fcnn,* after 
he had enriched himfelf m divers honoiir^le em 
ploys, did at laft retire from the world, refolying to 
^ lav 
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lay out on^art of his cftate in the fervlce of God, 
and to djf^fe of,the other in leading n peaceable and 
innocent*ifc \vith his family. He had built a phurch 
•ill thecoimtry, whither I /bmefimes went to admi- 
rufter the facramcnts, ard baptifc the catechifts, 
took fpecial care to train up himfeJf 5 but, 
nSty^ftandlng in ^placct^at was a greatthorough- 
fare, the troops, thafyJTc contcjinjly going and 
,coming" 1 fT‘«Sssaf''’ 15 iQ jiU his grounds wafte, not 
daring to dt> the lead dinnge to thofe of his neigh- 
bour idolaters j and this is the I'^fon that induced 
them to deal with him at th^.rate. 

TheChintfeare wont publickly to belch out curfes 
agamft thol? that do them wrong, efpecially, if they 
*rannotj2ft.ne’f£aged of them othw ways. If a man 
Ken robb’d in his houfe, and one cannot dif- 
CQver the robbep, every morning and evening, for 
f<^eral days together, the famil)’8 bufinefs^is to curfe 
him ; the father, mother, children, and the ftrvants 
toke jt by turns, at^ relieve one another in this exer- 
and wlfii him all milchief imaginable i they 
?|rave (if I may fotxprefs it) Formula's of foul lan- 
*guagt^, and dire expreflions, which they repeat an 
hundred times, bawling as loud as pofTibly they are 
able^ at the gate, or upon the houfe-top ; and they 
imagine 'that the robber ^vill come to fomeharm by 
them,^ wherever he be, 'till fuch time as he hath 
.made amends for the wrong 

, »Notwithftanding, there is not one of an hundred 
of thejp^Btcrsj'Siat ^ve any heed to’this tedious 
nojic^; yet, fomc there be that are frighted at it, 
*^10 this feat* prewnts abundance of violence Chri- 
'•ftians, who loy e thei r enemies, and wilh well to thofe 
that oo il! oy themf are^ar from curfmg them s fo 
thTsthe foldiers that I told you of, feanng the curfes 
^of tM Gdhtiles, fpared their goods , and, fearing no- 
Jhing from the wrath of this zealous chnftun, they 
plundered his houfe, ftole his fruit, cut do\vn hw 
* com. 
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com, and pluck’d up his trees \ fo you\^ his extras 
ordinary patience drew upon htrti all damage ^ 
which otherwife would have equally fallen upoq 

others. ^ , 

' His friends, moTeconcern’d at his loflts tl^ 
himfelf, often laugh’d at his Jnfenfiblencfs^^ilPiy^^ 
preach’d him pretty Vuuch in the fame riauiner* as 
Job’s friends ditiTtim on a?b<d\l^e_occanog« -tcllmg 
him, that all his blefllngnof would not fecure- 
him from lofing h'S eftate, and probably not from 
ftarvlng ; Btnedic Deo tS morere^ Blefs God and die. 

' They were always*tdling him, that it^wasa ftrange « 
thing, that, for the bare obfervance of hb religion^ he 
would fee himfelf reduc’d to the utmoft extremity^ 
If fo be,* fay they”, you are afraid ySUflehSo utter . 
curfes againft thofe rogues, lend one of your fervetics ' 
to do it For you, or elle let out your'aftate to Gentiles, 
who will not be troubled with thefe ridiculous 
fcruples. ^ 

This good man aboundii^ m a lively faith, 
that godly fimplicity fo conmrn;^able to the gofpc!.... 
made anfwer. That all he had was at God’s 
that he. would preferve It-, and that, upon the whole, 
he had rather receive hurt than do anye He told 
me one day, my children take it very ill, tliaC I 
leave my houfe and goods,*at fixes and fevens, to be 
plunder’d at this rate. You know I have my parti- 
cular reafons to do thus, but they have hone at all 
complain, fince the goods do not belong^jo them 
they have wherewithal to live, without be- 
holding to any body, upon what I have referv^^fcr 
myfeir , but altho’ they Ihould be^ in want, yet I had^ 
rather, when I come to die, otvir-'S; 

tue for their portion, that iSsntnbute to the favInp,of 
their fouls, than riches, that may make jthe^Jofe 
them. ^ 

Thefe fentiments, moft reverend father, were fucK 
matter of joy, that I am not able to exprefs it tof 



^'^the Hev} Chripians /rf China. 415 
you. I faid jtmetimes to myfelf, in the cxcefs of my 
joy, Jj tb^ more faith than that in Ifrael ? No, O 
•Lord, /have loft nothing by leaving France, ftnce 
J find foinp faints here ; Spirit bath indeed filled ali 

, the earth, and that profound fcience of falvatlon, 
(that^rein Europe have enjoy’d for fo many ages, 
length to be fpreaAabroad to the extremi- 
ties of fhe world, bj^tlie ftujjendous efficacy of 

^ NeverthaJe/s, becaufchischildren wereveryurgent 
With me, to find out fome way fir other to remedy 
this diforder, and that indeed it was convenient to 
» prevent thejGentiles malicsfrom prevailing 'over the 
Chdftians padence i I permitted them, onfuchocca- 
fions as thefe,^ to make ufe of thrntenings inftead of 
* cvnrfings^ ancf "to tell them, I wl/h you no harm ; 
ya,* and I forgive that you have done me \ but 
God, ^vhq, pleads* my caufe, knows how fb punilh, 
tho* i do not pretend to do it •, the time will come, 
when you fhall be fmitten with all the anathema’s 
^h^.^you^ imjuft violence deferves, and that curfe, he 
•fiads on you at prefent, will be to you the fource of 
oil tijointferies which hb law forbids me to wilh to 
you : this expedient took cffeift, and the chriftians, 
growing eloquent for their own inlereft, did fo lively 
repj:tftnt the judgment of God, that the idolaters 
^ dtifft nq longer blame them. 

' The fccond obftacle in my way, in converting the 
Chipefe, proceedetf from the multitude of wives 
'■^hlch the.^vs of that country permit them ; that 
is, ij^y.,'ipe<5l of the perfof^ of quality only, who, 
fcefic^their ovu wi^xs, take as many concubines as 
are able to maintain} for, ns to the ordinary 
'fort, they riof^eaJth enough to allow thb ex- 
pena<k ■‘The Mindanpes ,are by their condition de- 
ban^dmom all other divertifenents, they are permit- 
'\'M only ho eat now and then With their friends, and 
gite them a play } _gaming, taking the air, hunting, 

* • private 
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private ‘vifits, publick aflcgtblies would be look’d 
upoa in them as crimes of date ; /o thahihey feck 
no, further than their houfc to find wherAvithal to 
fupply the want of thoie plcafurcs which* the laws 
abridge them of. * 

. Here and there one of them applies himlel^^', 
ftudy, as the fureft mc(^ to advance him^ Kit^hi 
greateft part oOhfi compofe a kind of 

feragiio, wherein they l^nd 3tKlr5=;h.Vif|til3r'fbcy 
can fteal from their afeirs. One may judge by that, 
how little they ^re Inclined to deprive themfelres 
of delights, to be fati^fiedwith'one wife, whofeage, 
nay, and many times antipathy, have* but alreaay 
too much difgufted them. 

It is true, thofe, who arc converted,. are.p«mitted 
to take one of their concubines to wife, in cafe diC. 
lawful fpoufe hath not a mind to ti^rn chriftian ; 'but 
the laws prohibit them to do lb ; and in Chinn, one 
cannot divorce his wife, except In feme very few 
particular cafes authorized by cuftom : moreover, the 
relations of her, whom her husband Ihould have fiitls 
repudiated, would certainly be* revenged on hiffyT 
nay, and would force him by law to take hef hgainj 
fo that, when we propofc to the Mandarines the 
other difficulties of our religion, they cfifpute. 
confider how to conquer them ; they donotdelpalr 
to do violence upon their inchnations ; butrfhIsJaft’ 
point difcourages them at firft dalh, and deprives them 
of all thoughts of being converted. I will give yo^ 
a notable example of what I lay. « 

I was going one day from one village toahsthw, 
in pretty bad weather, and, making hafte to 
in time, I heard an horleroan behin d, -vs^o g3llep*di 
up to me i he was a man (jf between fift^ and three- 
fcore, well mounted, and^ttended by fomefw^ts: 
as foon as he had overtaken me, he told me, ttat ihf 
CTcat efteem, he had for the chriltlan rellmon, gave 
him fome thoughts of get^g himlelf fully infirutfted 

thereip , 
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therein, aiii that nothing could ever be able to divert 
him frolji^is rcfolutidli, becaufe he perceived in his 
tnind a Aionderful defire to embrace it This ardency, 
faith I, Jir, uiihout all doubt comes from God j 
.flelh and blood do not infpiic fuch like fentiments 
into you , for my part, I am ready to afilfi you , I 
Ti^e, on your part, you mil be pcrfiiaded to follow 
tSe voice that calls yon -We wm afoot in the mid- 
!i!.-rf«^KiniwJiwa), and, taking him afide a little, 
1 began tomftruft him every thing appeared ra- 
tional to him ! and, after hav ng run over all the 
myftenes that are mod difficult, I advifed him to 
(bllow me jnfo the church, tvhither it was my duty 
ttffeo, whei! I call’d to mind that I had forgot the ma- 
.tenal point, I fiippofe, fir, added I, ftatyouhaveno 
concubines, or, at lead, you afe rcfolved to fend them 
packing, for, without doubt, you are not ignorant, 
that a IS notaUowedchridians to marry (eve^ v ivcs 
The religion which I preach, and JefusChnft taught, 
applies itfelf principally to wean ourhearts from fenfual 
•y,Sfutes, nay, and doth even foroeumes exhort us, 
To deprive OUtfelvfs of thofc which reafon permits 

• How I faith lie, dartled at this, am I oblig d (if f 
have any thoughts of being a chtidian) to turn off my 
conoihineiT' Ah' vb’' hurt is there mkeepmg them ' 
V?hht will people fa) of me in the world > What will 
Tcconje of my children > And what mil become of 
jnvfelf ^ But, IS that really ;in article which ^not be 

• difpcnfed with ? 1 endeavour’d to pacify him, and 
’ mXe himbpprchcad that he labour'd under a midake, 

!f, to overcome thed fficuloes of hKconverfion,he rc- 
^iia Wholly upon Ijis own natural drcngth,and prefent 
ii.ctat.on faii 1. ''ho knows our corrupt na- 

'^mc hath fecrennethods wh-reby to^id us, that 
turc, lui 'ch as dream of, endeavour 

oiwVi'keep ahve that good will he hath granted 
' vnm he will accomphfi. the red, )0U 7>> hud 

Iff chmged m refill of thm a' -f aU other thm£ 
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He liftcned to me a good ■while withduf fpeaking 
a word, but at length taking his leave o^mc on the 
fudden, and making a low bow, ht mounts briflcly • 
on horfe-back, puts fpursto his horfe, andgOdesfull « 
fpced to^vards the place from whence he came j ^ 
quickly loft fight (Jf him, but methought I fti!l , 
him, fo lively was his. countenance for (bme 
imprinted upon my fplnt v and I am ftill efuite dff- • 
confolate for lofinp a {bul in an 
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift nadTosen fo long ^ 
preparing for me. c 

But now, in refpeft of womens converfion, it is 
much more difficult. A concubine, for gcample, a{>- ' 
knowledged the verity of religion, and» the mifisa- 
blenefsof her ftate and condition } fhe had a great # 
defire to come cut of it, and receive baptifm i it was 
told her, that the ftrft ftep that faith acquir*d of her^ ” 
was to liv% fcparately from her prelendcd husband, 
and to forfake her fins, ib far me confents j nay, 
fhe defires it with all her heart ; but to obferve what 
fbe reprefents to herielf : I belong to a Mandarine^ 
who bought me, if I go out of doors he hath a • 
right to claim me, and take me again, and iaflidt • 
puniftnnent upon me as his flave. If by good fortune 
I avoid his purfuit, whither can I retire to <be in more 
fecurity? My kindred, .who fold me, dare not Ijir- 
bour me, and I ftiall infallMy fall into the haqds of 
another perfon, who wjll_ engage me in the ftate that.^ 
I feek to avoid ; I muft therefore Nmain in the houje * 
where I am 5 but how fball I be able to refift a bru- 


tifh fellow, who only confuUs his paffion, juftified 
by the laws and example of the whole ^mpire h 
to no purpofe to lay before him tli’e holinefs of chA^.^ 
ftianity that I defire to embrace j my Intreaties, teare, 
yea, myrefiftance, andalltuee^Tts that I, pomj, 
can make, are not able to hiliHer him j nevertl^efs, ^ 
^ j*” fcfolved to run away whatever it cofts me i 
order me to do fomething', but pray do not refufe me* 
bapufm. ^ It'' 
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. It fo f^Us out fometimcs, tJiat an idolater, faking 
diftafte at fome extravagant caprichio of his chriftian 
wnfe, aiocs wrongfully accufc her, and obtains leave, 
by tha force of money, to /el! her to another ; yea, 
fometimes without any legal procels of juftice, he 
fells her, and retired into another province j this wo- 
nkn gets into the hands t)f another man *, how can 
The avoid fin, receive the Cicniments, and perfevere 
tn truth, the miflionaries arc at their 
wit’s endf having at chat time no other couric to take, 
hut to go to prayer, that God, who finccrely Jcfires 
the falvation of all men, w'ould pleafe to make ufe 
of thofe /caret means, that h« almighty power js wont 
td producS, when his ordinary providence, and the 
efforts of our good dcHres, prove ineffedlu^l. 

We have, moil reverenef father, fo much the more 
rcafon to hope for thefc diAinguifliing favt^ufs from 
God in fuch like occafions» becaufe heS>ften grants 
them, even therf when we do not Judge them ablb- 
lutel^necednry. It Is true, miracles are not fo com- 
mon in China, as the ftate of that empire wcjuld feerri 
to require : Thf emperor, to whom we have re- 
latoi thofe which God hath been pleafcd to work irf 
other nations, does fometimes reprove us fo^- it. Are 
we, /^‘th*he, in a wor/e condition than the Barbari- 
ans* that have fo frequently feen their fick healed, 
and jheir dead raifed to li^ ? What have wq done 
to Godf that he renders wir converhon fo / 

you come from* the utnioft ends of the e:\rth, to 
preach up a ne^v law to us* contrary to natijre, ele- 
vated’ above rea/bn ; Is it ju/i, that we ihouJd Cake 
ybuV word /or it,^ Do fome miracles that may «ar- 
::3^nt the truth of your religion, and I’ll pafs my word 
for-thellncBi^ity of our faith. 

•sWe have fre^c«^l^oid him, that God was the 
malhr and giver of thefe gifts, and that he diftr;- 
buted them according to the decrees of his etema] 
■■wifdom } that it is out of our /pnere to fathom their 
• E e 2 depth i 
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depth , that fometimes he did not work^thefe pso- 
digies in kings courts, beeiufi? he forefaw the illufe 
they were likely to make of them , 4bmetin\es be- 
caufe giving them better parts and abilities^ and more 
penetration than to others, thefe ordinary graces ^ 
were fufficient for them ♦ whereas the limple vulgar, 
and the rude, uncivihzM^ nations, ftood m need ef— 
the fenfible marks of his ^mtghtmefs, for the more 
cafy difcovenng of the truth , yea, and it ^Svrbg ^ 
than probable alfo, that carnal prude75S^‘^ich is at* 
fuch enmity with the Spirit of the blefled Jefus, the 
foftnefs, ambition, and luxury of great perfons 
draw upon them this tamble chaftifement, and that, 
Godin his juft judgment refufeth miracleslto perfoas 
who do themfelves refiife to fubmit to the moft plain 
and ordinary laws of nature 

But, my lord (have fomc replied) the chanty of 
that great ^number of mifiionaries, who joynilly 
forfake Europe, where their quality,teftates, and their 
fcience ought naturlUy to detain them , who tra* 
verfe athoufand dangers, to come hither to facrifice^ 
themfelves to the happinefs of your people , and 
with fo unbiafl^ and conftant zeal,* fir Is not ^h^re , 
fomcthing of a prodigy m it ’ And fhould it not be 
as powerful to perfuadc you as miracles ? Jf they be 
fuch knowing, learned men as your majefty allews 
them to be, how do they abufe themfelves ’ And if • 
they be wife, as you fe^ to think them, wfiy do 
they abandon all the pleafures of this world, to com^ 
fo far to deceive others, and all to no purpofe*^ 
After ail the rcfleibons they have made this hundred 
\ ears upon the different religions of China, there us . 
not one of them, who hath not'jitdg'd them al^ 
"vhidfiy rurttntry *to "re^n , ’oift, bunng lo many 
that we have examined the cVnftian^ weh^e 
not obferved amongft us ons^wflcman, and of good 
moraU, that hath fuipefted it of fallhood Thefe 
anfwcrs do ufually put him to a ftand, and force » 

him ^ 
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him to make certairt reflexions that do not a little 
diflur^ him * 

‘In'' ihort, moft reverend father, if miracles be 
, wanting at Pekin, the bufinefs is otherwife in the 
pjwinccs, fevcral are there wrought, and thofe of 
'■father Faber are fo generally known, th it it is fome- 
Vhat difficult not to believe them, not that I go 
Jidhfy all that is related of thofe, nor of a 
great meny more prodigies, which they relate on 
Imall grounds but, you*H give me leave not to 
doubt of thofe whereof I myftlf have been witnefs , 
•and peradyenturc, moft revtr^nd father, you rely fo 
much upiJn my fincenty, as to be inclined to behe\ e 
, them likewife upon my teftimony 

In a village m the province of Xenfi, near the 
aty of San uyen, there lived an idolater, devout in 
his way, and^xtremely addiXed to thefe -Tuperllitions 
at the time of full moon, he burnt commonly, in ho- 
nour of his gods, gilded, or fllverM papers, wrapp’d 
•• up in -different figures, according to the cuffom of 
the country Qne day, preparing fo offer this kind 
of .Jacnfice before his gate, there arofc a ftorm that 
forc’d him to retire into his houfe, where he lighted 
the faid papers m the middle of *i hail, without tafc- 
any farther care , but the wind, blowing open the 

• gate^ drove them uj> and down every where, and 
{hfiy had not time to prevent one part from flying 

' pto a ftack of ftrav/, which fet fire on the houfe 

People came running, but the conflagration became 
fo fur’ous, in \ moment, that it was impofllble to ex- 
tJnguifh It Thp houfe, on one fide adjoining to the 
idolater’s, beldng’d to a chnftian, and by this time 
encompafled with the flame driven fun 
oiffiy by the^^sid^tok m danger of being quickly 
qu& confumed poor man, attended with di 

yers others, got upon th? houfe top, and did his, en- 

• dcavour, but all m vain, defend himfelf from the 

w fon?agratIon , when his brother very confidently » 

» P ® 3 cams 
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came as near the fire as hedurf): poflibly, and fell on 
his knees upon the tiles, and foo!Qng,np to heaven^ • 
faid, 0 Lord^ferfflhe ml thefethatpiit their truji ni thee i 
■all that thou hnjl hejlewed npen us is here-, if Kt bfe it\ 
the vshole family is reduced to the utmefi extremity : pre- • 
ferve ft, O my God, and I promsfe before thee, tlhtffm 
•will affemhle all the chrifitails in the neighboiirhocd/ ant{ 
K!oe tvdl go to chitrcb together, to dcmonjlrate my nchnov)- 
ledgmentcf the fame. Thereupon, he loa&drSlitl5IT75*^ 
lique from his chaplet, and threw it into the^iddlle of 
the flames, that bythis<tme covered part of the houfet 
This aftionj perform’d wth fuch a fprightly air, 
did equally attract the attention of chrKliahs and* 
idolaters, who, mightily aftonifhed at their compa^ 
nionfs confidence, expeSed the event of thebuflnefs t 
when HeaVen, al! on a fudden, declar’d itfelf m a 
jnofi: miraculous manner: the wind, blowing violcntlyj 
forthwith Slacken’d, and a contrary wirid, flronger 
than thatatiflngat the fame tlmej drove the violent 
ftreams of the flames to thcoppofitc fide, upon the 
houfe of'A wickbd felfe-heaited chriftian, tnafhad" 
lately ahjuted : it Was cohfumed ift 'a moment, be- 
coming an example of divine vengeance, as ^he 
houfe, that Heaven pteferved, was an evident token 
of hisproteflion, ' 

I was at that time fix miles from the village. ’Tis 
true, my ui^ent bufinefs hindered me from being 
myfelf upon the fpot j but I fent very credible pef*^ 
foils thither, to be inform’d about it, The pagans^ 
firft of all, bore witnefs to the truth 5 apd, fomq while 
after, the chriftians thereabouts, conduKled by him 
who Was lately heard in his prayer, -appear'd in "my 
chiicclx tA fiilfil Wa vow i, where,, with, one accor^ 
they eccho’d forth the pnufe^of the^tf~u^u'5t%4ho 
alone is able to caufe ha heard hyjiti 

moft infenfible creatures, to the confufion of wife 
gods, that are not thwi^felves capable to hear the 
^oice of radonal creatures,* 
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} Some months after^ there happened a thing no Icfs 
^mn/lng, the? confejucnccs whereof urre very be 
n^td^o religion an idolater, of an indifferent for 
, tunc, felt himlcJf a(?^i}tod with an unknown dif 
tcfnp-r , It was fo catching, that his mother and 
wif« /har’d in it liLciw/e 4wo or three times a week 
he fill into fainting fits^ which, at the beginning, 
l\c fwooning, and tjicn funj’d again into cnieJ 
head ach^ pains in the (lomach and bowels , fome 
times they found thcmfcwcs/jctrcmcly agitated, as 
if they’d had a fever, h\cy lofl the u/eof their 
♦tafon, thjir eyes rolled m their heads, and men 
judged by fcveral other unufual poffures, that the 
‘devil had a hand m the matter 

Th'v were the more perfuaded to it, bcaufe they 
often found their hou/c all put out of order, the 
chairs, tables,* and earthen veflcls overgrown, not 
knowing on whom to lay the fault The phyficians, 
who/e intereft it was to pafs^udgmtns that nature 
.onjths-ane hand, and the malice of the people of the 
family on the o^er, were the caufe of thefc feveral 
afUsuis, made ufc of all their medicines to cure 
them The Bonzes, on tlic contrary, a/Tured them, 
that the •devil was the author of the mifchief, and 
demanded unreafoiiable alms to ffop its courfe So 
•that the good pcop>;, abufed on every hand, had 
thrown away all their ella^p, m four years time, up 
on the covetoufiiefs of thefc impoftors, without 
finding any benefit however, feeing the diflemper 
a/Tordefl them'fbme intervals, they fought up and 
down m the cities thereabouts, for new remedies for 
fheirgnefs 

jJay,, this idolater going for this purpofe to 
the chiefci^f^^av foutfd a chnftian upon the road, 
to ^hom he'toIdh 1 ?? 3 ndition, and how mif^tly 
he was handled No qucftion, faith the chnftian, 
•but It’s the devil that torm&its you but you well dc- 
.fervtf It , why do you ferve fo had a matter? We fbr no. • 
I £04 foch 
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fucK thing, becaufe we aclaio^i^Iedge one God, wh^rr? 
the devils adore 5 yea, they tremble before his image } , 
and the crofs only^ that we wear about us, 

I him fiom coming near us. If you will accept of a 
'pidturc of Jefus Chrift, and you and a)! your family* 
will honour it, It will not be lon^ before you^lee 
the effedts of jt ; however it is foon tned; it fhafl caft , 
you nothing, and you way judge by that, that I 
have no other but >^ur benefit. 

The idolater confent^ to It, and, hanguig the ho; 
ly Image in the mofifhoROurablc place of the houfe, 
he proftratedhimfelf bfforeit with profound refpedV, 
and begged every day, morning and cvetjing, of {^ur 
Saviour, that he would vouchfafe to heal his body, 
and inlighten his mind. His mother and daughter* 
followed his example} and, from that very moment^ 
the demons abandoned the place, of which Jefus 
Chrift had ^aken poirefiion. ’ • 

Thefe good people growing ftronger and ftroncer 
in fiuth, as the evil fpint gave ground, begagat laft^ 
to think of being converted in good earneftr*^l'1iey 
pme to inquire for me at Sigan,*theufual place of ^ 
my refidence, and demanded baptifm of me; ‘they * 
had already got thcmfelves inftrufted ; they had 
moreover got all the prayers by heart tha*t wc tpafh 
the late catechumens : but, thjir diftemper making a, 
great noife in the country, 1 was willing cvery»bpdy 
ihould be witnc/Ies of this*converfion, and fo went to » 
the village myfcif, hoping this miracle might (ettle . 
chriftianity theron, uponafolid bafis* « 

Juft upon my appearing, all the inhabitants^ fql- 
lowcd me to t!\e place where the imtgf was ftil! hang- 

w/g*, •iVitTi \ 

flueftion the verit)* of ourreJJgion, 

(elf fpoken by a roanl^ f blit that I had eau- 

fed diem to afiembk, loinftrufland liaptifc them: • 
For, in a tvord, what docyou defire more to be con-, 
yinced of the weaknefs of your gods, and the power^ 
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Dyour God ’ the demoa laughs at you, fo long as ) ou 
^pofe him with nothing but idols , but he is notable 
It out againft the image only of the chnf 
tians God Do you imagine to efcape this God after 
“death, whofe power hell owns, and whofe juftice 
It eifpenences every moment 
. • Tne multitude intemroted me by a thoufand 
ridiculous objeftions, whl^h I eahly anfwcred , at 
lall, fome|jddy told me, that the devil had no hand 
m the malady m queftion yth^t, how extraorcLnary 
Ibever it appeared, it mightwroceed from feveral na 
Ipiral caufes Tha’’ is, faid I/‘the moft rational thing 
you can fay, but yet does no way extenuate the 
greatnefs of the miracles Let the malady come from 

* the devil, or from naturti I will not examine that , 
but It IS certain at ieafl, that the cure comes from 
God, whofe image this man hath worflupped , and 
there IS no lefs power requifite to cure natural dif 
tempers, than to dnve out evil fpmts This reafon 

TsJhou|4Jl3ve made an equal imprefilon on all minds , 
'grace, that afted differently in the hearts, gave 
, plafe m fome to voluntary obduratenels, whilft it 
triumphed over the oblbnacy of others Twent)- 
five pcrfoQS at hft glory to Oody who alone 
vwketb great marieU t Qut faat mirabdta xnagna 
■folui , and were fhortly after baptifed 

Thtfc hauntings and udcftalions of demons are 
^ very ordinary m China amongft the idolaters ,and it 
•. Idbksas if God permitted it fo to be, to oblige them 
to havc»rccourft: to him Some tuns after this aca 
dcnt.that I but juff now related, a maid, ^uft upon 
her marroge* atneked wth a complication of 

fcr<Til d ^lCTfes , which the nhyficuans knewnotwhat 

* to (ayToTantt rt^ich tbt'Chincfcarc wont to afenbe 

to^thedanans perfasded her to rum 

> chnfiian, and he, that was to mart) her, promifcd to 
build a church to the God*of the chnfians, m cafe 
bapufm ga'C her any relief, as foon as ever this 
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maid had taken this courfes ihe found herfelf Uot 
only relieved, but perfeftly cured J 

But her hulband was fo far from followu\^Iitj cX 
ample, that he rmfufed her feveral times for having 
obliged him to renounce his faith , for the Borjzes 
perfuaded him, that this, ficknefs was but a pie^e of 
artifice in his mother m faw , and this fincy alohe 
patL. him into fuch a fit^f melancholy, that he was 
infupportable to the whole family, but 6<*pecially to 
his wife, who, fron?^tmt very mftant, became ^ 
objeft of his averfion /it was m vain to reprefOTt 
to him his own miftake, and the malice^of theBore- 
zes, for he always protefted, that, if fiw would ^ot 
take up her old religion again, he would lead her an, 
lU life all her days 

God, to undeceive him, fuffered the demon to tor- 
ment his wife as before , fo (he relapfid into her for- 
mer convulfions (he was more efpecially fcar&i at 
the fight of a great company of fpedlrcs, tnat let her 
not have an hour’s reft Thus tofied up 
abandon’d to her hufband’s mhum^ity, that beattiei- 
cnielly, (he in all appearance led a very uncomfert « 
able life , yet, remaining immovable in her faith, 
God alwa) s upheld her, and temper’d jmd<illay'd, by 
the inward fi\ettnc(s of hjs grace, the bittcrncfls'Df 
thefe afllitflions , he comfbrtAl her likeivifc by fen-# 
fible vjfitations, by his \vord and by theunfpfcik- 
able cogitations that he from tune So time mfufed into ‘• 
her foul infomuch, that this condition, that gamed * 
her the compafiion of all thatknew'her, ivjfa to her 
1 forctafte or paradifc Sheexprefs’d herfelf much 
what to this purpofc to her mothei^ \vho related it 
to me n ith tears m her eyes , for her 
not endure that I (hould fA, « 

At (irft, I gave little cAtut to this difcourfe , J ct ^ 
at laigth I was apt to bcltetc there was fomethmg *■ 
furematural in it , for £nt day, coming to a city 
diftant from the chief aty, where I fojoumed, about 

thrccfM 
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thr^fcore miles, there I found this good woman 
'wijn a'gteat coiupany of chtiftians of the neighbour- 
*ing.^w^, which Ihe had taken care to get together, 
•being cor^dent that I would come at tlie very mi- 
nute that fhe had fix’d in her mind, and it fell out 
accordingly. It much furprifed me to fee her there, 
^fo^ I nad no defign to comtUhither j and it was only 
*by chance that fomebody hap, about five or fix hours 
before,' made me refolve td\ come thither, ib that 
nobody codld give her noti«^ this my refolution, 
I took her in private, to leamOT her howfiie came 
' to kdow this 1 fhe told me,^at her daughter, after 
' n violent aflalilt of a demon, had been vlfited by our 
blericd Lord* that, when this extafy was over, /he 
Rdvifed her to acquaint the chrifiians, and bring them 
to this village, for without all peradventure I would 
come thither on^ fuch a day : In fine, added /he, no{ 
being able to come thither myfelf, and /eeing my 
. finsTcnder me unworthy to partake of thofe wcred 
^ myfterfes, pray de/Ire the father to offer up the holy 
’lacrifiiSfsrthe mafs forme, and the converfion of my 
iuifband. This p*3r mother, relating to me this ac- 
hccIcfSrtt, wept bitterly for the prcfent /late of iher 
daughter ; neverthele&, the accomplifliment of this 
prqpljecy Comforted and built her up in her moft 
holy faith. I cannot ^pll what happened /Ince that 
rime,, for the neceffity of mya/fiurs obliged me to 
leave that pTovince. • 

The extraordinary things that I have feen, the 
zeal of ^he chriftians, and the inclination of idola- 
ters to be converted, inQjIred me withanaffrAionate 
zeal for their and I heartiiy wl/h to be/low 

the remainder of my life upon the culrivating this 
*,pre^ 63 *'p 5 iiS^,^f our»Lord’s inheritance : but 
*fbrfle fuperior realonS^vri^ I am bound to obey, 

, ^natch me from it fore ag^ft my will j nt this 
’ fcjjaration, I was more fen/ifcle than ever of my Jerfs. 


Thefe 
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Thefe good people, fo affl^Uonate to their palUt5» 
vere almoft ready to offer violence* to me ; butjJ'n'' . 
derftanding that they could not detain nv^v^cnout/' 
oppofing thewil! of God, they abandon'd themfelv'^s , 
to forrow, and gave fuch abundat\t marks their 
affedUon, that I myfelf rtever fhed more real arid bitr 
ter tears : they 'waited lor me upon the highway^ inf 
crowds, where they h?Cl fpread tables from {pace to 
fpace, covered with ul forts of fruitstand confec- 
tionaries. It was fo^remnes nseefTary to make a flop, 
not to eat, but to fiear/lheir complaints, and to com- ^ 
fort them, for leaving ftiem as Jhe^ vsitb^ut a jhe-phevL « 
They made me promlfe them to return as foOn as 
poflible, or to fend them fomebody in my place^ 
Thus I took my leave of thefe fervent chriftians, 
melted with their tears, but much more edified with 
their faith and the innocence of thtfir lives. ^ 

God, who knows the violence I committed*upon 
myfelf, comforted me by an eminent converfion he * 
vouchfafed to work at the fartheft limits 
ligeof this province. There is fc^mething in 
nal that I cannot forbear relatingir. • 

I departed fiomSigan the metropolis of tWs pro- 
vince upon the eve of -a confidemble feftival of our 
Lady, which I w.as naturally engaged to fpCnU in 
that church, where the miiKitudc, and devotion 6f 
believers Invitedme tol^*mafs that day, and tb^dml- 
nifter the facramente to them, being the lalt time I waS“j 
likely to do it ; yea, and the publick edification did 
even feem to require it of me, ev^ one fn general 
defired I would j and, I don’t knpw hpw conft’aiy to 
reafbn, I was very obllmate and /efolute not ta de- 
lay my journey a minute; but the 
wardly I know not what ihtenMiatriDdon that wo-ald' 
not give me leave to flSy^ny longer ; nay, more^ 
than that, in fpite of the fuperftition of the Ciilnefe, 
who obferve lucky and unlucky days to begin jodr- 
•' nics, I made my idolater guides to depart orf a da? 
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mawd in the kalendar for an unfortunate one They 
furjpnfed at this p^apitation , yea, and I my- 
•fel^ refleding afterwards upon it, could not choofe 
,but^o-^ifynn It, not uiiderftanding then by what fpi- 
nt I was influenced and impul/ed, but God Jet niepre- 
ientlyjinderftand it On the fourth day after my de- 
parture, I continued my journey, and I was juft upon 
•ipy* arrival in the very ferth^ city of theprovince of 
Xenfi, when a man that nd ^ft, paffing juft by me, 
fell to The .ground, and by hjs fall was like to have 
turned me over on the otber^de • this accident 
) fto'pped me a little, and affoi|^ed time to the travel- 
» lea, who wa^got up again, to take a view of me 
Notwithlbinding the multitude of paflengers was 
great, yet, my long beard and European mien made 
me prefenUy be known to be a nuftionary • I am 
veiw fortunate, fays the man immediately, to meet 
with vou \ that accident, that happened to me, fpares 
me tne labour of a long journey, and will engage 
* you to a good deed My mafter, who Jives not 
abovcrba'S a le^e from hence, ordered me to nde 
to Sigan, to ^gage you to come to him , he 
fiath#hpen mdifpofed thefe feveral months, and we 
are apt to believe that he Jenoufly thinks of being 
converted • I quickly left the highway to follow 
hifB-, ^nd we reached the houfe at one o* clock m the 
afternoon. • 

IJC *vas a doctor of high renown by his extrac 
f^^tion and underftanding, living formerly at Pekin, 
’’buTbaiuftied Ibme years before into Xenfi, for I know 
not whaf bad buTinefs , the time of his baniftiment 
expired, and Jic refblved to return to court, as 
foon as his health*fhould pernut him to take his jour 
’ usy»' ft’t look upon diftempicr to be 

^dangerous the 1^ left him, and befides a 

cough that troubled nim*iiow and then, and made 
‘ 'him ftill keep his bed, he perceived no confiderable 
ulconvenience. ** 


His 
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His fervant being juft departed, when he Taw me 
come Into his Houfc, he v.'as reized with aftotiifhm^t» 
as if God had tmnfported me into his houfcin ^.o-* 
ment : Is it pofiible, cries he, all in tears, thirH^vciv' 
Ihould work onders for fuch a wretch as I am ? God 
hath follicitcd me thefe many years to go to himj^ 
without receiving any ^ing from my hardnfefs^ of. 
heart j ^tis but a momertt iince I begged of him 
come to me in the perft4 of one of his’'minift^rc,'^he 
not only hears me,but<wescvenanticipatenny defires. 
This is fomewhat bey<ftd the power of nature, and 
this favour does the ^finefs of my change. You ' 
know by that, father, that this great .God is cefn- ' 
cemed in my falvation, and that it is hl^leafure*that 
you fhould contribute fbmething to further it. Then 
proceeding, You fee, faith he, my wife, children, and 
daughter, they have been all chriftians a long ri;nc 
agoj and I can fay, that God hath Inade ufe c^f me 
as an inftrument to undeceive them of their errors. I . 
have given them your books, I have explained the 
maxims and monmty of it to them, for thtfSanftity," 
which your religion infpires, perfuaded me I Ihould ' 
havea well ordered family, asfoonas it ihould* be a 
chriftjan family. 1 was notmiftaken, and my confei- 
ence would not have given me the lye,* had I fol- 
lowed their example ; but I have a long rime la- 
boured to procure their welflre, and could neyer find 
in my heart to confult my own: now it is hlglf.time 
to follow that way I have iherftd to others. Th^/ 
court, whither I am going, is not a^ proper place for 
converfion •, and I thought it was my duty, 
is called to day, to feek God, for fear th{* hurry bf*the 
World, wherein I am going to engage, fhould hinder 
me from finding him her«fter. ^ 

All his family# which us upon tlus, 

'veptforjoy ; but that, which affected me moft, was ^ 
that fervency I faw expanded in the eyes, counte- 
nance, and in all the motions of the fick perfbn. I 

‘ h^l 
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had taken no refrefhmcnt, and it was near two of the 
clj’ck, ^nd J was dcfifous to defer his baptifm till 
a ter dinner , but I found it impoflible to obtain any 
delay lithercfore began to o^amins him, and he ^vas 
jeady to anfwcr to aT\ the articles of religion, that I 
yielded at length to all his urgent mtreatics I bap 
tifed him, and he accompanied the whole adbon 
^Tith fuch ardent and hvcl / meditations of love, hu- 
mllitjC^faith, and hope, that nothing in all my life 
did ever fe much demonftrate to me what the holy 
Spirit IS able to do m a hearty v;^;en it alone pleifes to 
take It to talk, without tiif alliftance of its mi- 
rtftepj Some while after I left him alone full of 
coiffolabon,* and retired to a chamber to take a little 
•repofe, of which I had extreme need 

But Caicc had I been there half an hour, but f 
heard great cries m all the family They called for 
me every wherb , and, running upon the iToife to the 
fick man’s chamber, I found him expiring m the 
embraces of hts wife and children 1 endeavoured to 
put hm m mind of the laft thoughts of baptifm , he 
itill repeated with a hnguUhmg note the names of 
•Jefvfj.and Mary , but yet he received the extreme 
unftion m a manner infcnfible, after which he calmly 
gave up the ghoft AH thofc that % ere prefent cncd< 
O^^'vas a miracle’ and rccollcifhng what had hap- 
pened my departun^ upon the road, and m the 
hou{?, they did no longer ijucllion but that all that 
'•ha^ibecn managed by an overruling providence, 
’that had made u/c of all fhelc fccret methods, for 
t-o procure him a blcflcd exit 
* TVf that tinje tjio Spint of the Lord fcizcd upon all 
hearts, nobody wept, the fpntualjoj ivas lo uni- 
that lothing \*tis .heard any w here but blcf- 
fmAOs!, So shit gnoevs 

God, that had but now wrought fuch rtupencljous 
nuacl»^ his ferx’ant What is to be moft «d- 
lAircd'^C^that there was not ^obferved m him tha' 

* dcformitj 
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deformity that death commonly leaves behind It i 
but, on the contrary, 1 knovf not what air cf fweptr 
nefs and devotion («mcd difplay’d over his .counte- 
nance, and did fufHctcntly intimate the blcfUxl date 
of his foul. He was laid In date, according to the 
cudom of that country, where I found him the next 
day twenty hours after jud as he was *, his handi and 
arms befides were as flexible as if he had been but i/t*' 
a flumber. 

Thus God, by one ofthofc many profound fcc^ts 
of his prededinadonf vouchiafts to enlighten a dad 
rometimes in themidd/of the darknefs of idolatry, 
and fnatch It from the jaws of hell bj^a continual 
feries of miracles j whild millions of othfrs, educated 
in the bofom of the church, are, by his juft judg-** 
ment, given over to a rejavbate mind. 

There are, rood reverend father, the moft extra- 
ordinary dungs that have happened* to me, dyting 
the fmall time that I have had the care of the mif- 
donofXcnfi: If I mention not what paflM In the 
other provinces of China, k h notbccaufeGoddotb 
network fuch like miracles therein, but by reafon.T 
have no exaft memorial of them, 1 was afraidr’left/ 
relating upon hear-fay, I fhould be deficient in fomtf 
confidcrable circumftances ; and I had? rather let 
them be fet down in writing hereafter, by thofe* wflo 
are better informed than m)?felf. , 

This I can add ovet and above^ to give you a 
a more exaft account of what gobd there hath 
done m the empire. There are abo,ve two hundred 
churches or private chapels, dedicated to the true? 
God, and governed by certain ecclsfiaftical fuperiors } 
Pejein, Nankim, and Macao have each, its particu- 
lar bilhop, by the norranation of the moft ferc^, 
king of Portugal, who, fiy hts *r^l and liberalities, 
continues to uphold chrifti^ity throughout all the" 
Eaft, which all his predcceflbrs have there eftabJilhed 
with fo much glory. ^ , 

r ■ tk: 
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Theother provinces, when I departed, were under 
,the juWdifllon of three apoftolick vic’rs, * one 
Vvhereof is an Italian of the order -of St Francis, f 
-the tiro others are ccclefiafticks, Frenchmen by na- 
tion, doSors of the Sorbonne^ of (ingiilar worth , 
thc.mi(rionanes, that labour under their order, arc 
Jikcwife of d&rent nationa Ihere are four ecclefi- 
i»flicks.of the fcmma-y of foreign mJIionsof Pans, 
wSteftjvhom the abbot of Ijonne is very eminent 
for his zeal and application to the ftudy of langua- 
ges , they reckon much abou’l the fame ni riber of 
fathers of St Domimc, twelve o> fifteen FrancifctnS, 
and three pr four of the order of St Augulhn • all 
thefe monks are Spaniards, and come into China by 


Minille . _ , , 

. The jertuts who founded this million, and who 
by the extnofdmary favours of his majefly the king 
of •Portugal, as well is of the emperor of Chini, 
have been m a capacity to make conndenb’e fettlc- 
mentb, do maintain a great number of miiJionanes 
there , there ^\ ere about forty of them at the time of 
mv departure Since that time the fithers Gnnddi 
antf'Spmola B brought feicrd olhm thither But 
what llgpify forty or tl!" /“te ‘abouiers m fucli a 
awft field ? Maj it pleafe the MaH-r of the harvefi 
. to hear the voice of l*hofc that 1 ibour therein, who, 
croerfrg under the burthen and hy of the di) . beg 
.relief, or. at IcaS, may lie plcife to fiirel abroad 
ifinmdanti) upon us tha- firr Ipint of the goljvl, 
which,- :n oneapoftlealqne, was fufucient heretofore 

rtocomertthe greateft cminres . ■ .u 

Kot but that the prefcii- ftate of the church doth 
■ afford matter of conloh-ion, <" >' ofe who arc con 
'■Stn’d for the glory of-Jcfiis Chri'i 7 he) Irbour 
with no fmiU fuCteft, «j. there are bat few mili.o 
nanes. tjjat do not bapnfi.cier> ) ea- three o- four 
^aJ,f^vrro»l h hri /■ I'"'."' . a 
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hundred perlons ; infomuch, in five or fix years 
they reckon above fifty thot^nd idolaters corf/erted.j 
Befides that, they baptife every year fou^or fiv^ 
thoufand children in ftrects of Pekin, whicm 
they go to look for every morning from door to * 
door, where we find them half perifii’d with ’cold 
and hunger ; nay, fometimes half eaten Up by dogsts 
If they Ihould do no more good but this, theonifiior 
naries would tWnk therrvfelvcs well enough 
for all the pains they take. 

But that, which ‘Uught to animate us to cultivate 
this miflion better 'man all others, is the hope on? 
day to convert the emperor ; the change of whcfe 
religion would infallibly be followed by the intire con- 
verfion of the whole nation j Co • that although we 
Ihould Walt for this happy moment three or four 
ages, withr^uC any other profit than ?vhat we hope 
for, in time to come, we Ihould be too happj in 
preparing by our patience the way of the Lord in 
this new world, which perhaps will make better im- 
provement of the faith, that our fucceflbrs fhall bring 
to it, than Europe does at prcfent”of that our fprc- , 
fathers intruded it withal. ' 

In ihorf, altho* amongft the chrillians that are in 
China, wc can reckon no more princes and miniftnto 
of ftatefince the lafl pcrfccuVon of father Adam; • 
yet, for all that, we baprife every year Mandiriics, 
doftore, and other perfbns of qualify; yet it is tree, 
that the common people make up the greateft nunT- * 
her; Non multi poltiitesy non mullt noliles. And it is^ 
no news to own, that the poor have always the- 
elcA portion and precious tnhcritance«of*'Jcfus Chrift 
iit the church. ' .. 

The main body of chrifttans is In the province ^ ‘ 
N^kim, and more crpcdallpiu the ferritot}* of Cham- 
hu ; but the faith is more li>'cly in the provinces of 
Quamtum, Pekin, Xenf, and Xanfi. Thcii.%.— 
proportion as many Tartarians as Chinefe chriAuns ; 

thcfifv 
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thc^e are more docile, and much eaher to be con 
ertcd ,J yet m the tunif of temptation they have not 
•’.If fo much courage The Tartars, on the con 


» ti/iryt bAng naturally of a brisk temper, do not ea- 
a-iily ftoop under the yoke of the gofpel , but thofe, 
=vo\er -whom grace hath once triumphed, are endued 
vvith'a virtue that is proof agamft the Ibreft pcrlecu 
.^^ns As for women, which ive fee more rarely, 
be lefs mftru^fcd than the men, yet their 
mnC>cenc?J=»their conftint attendance at prayer, their 
blind fubmiffton to the precepts of faith, and the 
moft harfli and fevere praiflicejt bf chndian p ety, 

' d6 m fame meafure fupply their defei?- of know 
led^e, as to*the particulars of our my fteries 
• It were to be wifh'd, that the beauty and oma 
ment of our churches might anfwer the devout fer 
'vour of chndians but, befides that the Chmefe 
are r^o great 'ircfhite^Ls, this novel chnftiamty, fo fre 
quently Ibakea by perfecubons, compofeJ for the 
moft part of the poorer fort of people, only tolerated 
by the bye*, and alway s forced to oblervc a great many 
punftilto's, and kicp within bounds, hath not > ct 
T>ceifs« a condition to rear magnificent temples Ne 
verthclefs it is matter of iftonifomcnt, that the m f 
fionancs, \^th fuch aptiful fund as theirs is, IhouJd 
be^Te on this fcorc to do fo much 

The.church of Pekia is very i/ell built , the fron 
tifpicce, the ftoncs of which ivcrc laid by the mifilo 
irftpes themfelves, 13 very proportionable and p’uifing 
'Thofe in Kuim^hcu, hai, and Jo heu, that 

fathers have at Canton, and div*rs others 
‘^artTo^fine as our^onbn-uy churches of Luropc, but 
^thc cliurch of Hamchcu x'os fo \cry pretty and rcat, 
“^^t’one could not enough admire it y ou could fee 
nothing bur gildings, ps ini^, aril cu lous p f^urcs. 

It was all o\ CT adoni’d m ith them » y ca, end there vfzs 
a of fynunctiy ard ordern the » hole, 

"‘nar'dclicatc red and black ^amifo, svhich the Chi 
» * F f 2 nefes 
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nefe are fo expert at, to which they give a particu- 
lar relief or embofTmcnt, by^he floyers of f^oldan^ . 
other figures wherewith they enrich it, did produ/e 
the fineft effect in the world to compleat thi wholel^_[^ 
But this goodly church, the produ^ of chriftians 
devotion, and of father Intorcetta’s ^eal, is 'lately 
reduc’d to alhes by a dreadful conflagration, 
confuro’d one quarter of the city •, and, in a^ pr^^^ 
bility, we fhall not be in a capacity a 
perform any thing like it. Neverthelefs *'it will be 
our comfort to fup^ort us after this lofs, if it fhall , 
pleafe our blefledi^Lord to deftroy, at the fame time, ^ 
that pack of idols which have overflow’d the w^ole 
empire*, and that he will vouchfafe to'raife himfelf 
living temples in the hearts of the new believers,* 
where he may be worfhipped in fpirit and truth j 
wherein, for ^vant of ours, they may offer to him 
the facrifi^4 of praife and thanklgiviog. t- 
I fhall not entertain you, moft. reverend father, , 
concerning the tranfaftions of the Indies, where the 
revolution of a huge kingdom, the jealoufies of feme 
Europeans, together with the .ctntinual thwartings 
of hercticks, have broken all the meafures that'i^Tif- ' 
tian prudence oblig’d us to take for the caufe of re- 
ligion ; fo tint the rood part of the French rpijlij:)- 
naries have licen hitherto inprc coufptcuous by their^ 
fuffln'ngs, than by their converfion of idolater^. 

Some of them, after^having lingered out federal 
years in the mod darkfbme priihns, fcarcc begin 
fee the light, and are not yet in a^ondijigp even to 
cxercife their funtflions wth any freedom. 
driven from their fettlemcnts, wander* up and* down 
upon the mod tempeduous occairs, carrying alon". 
with them the mifcrable^ remainders of thor rihn^- 
mifiions; and, that they^may return tothcremoted 
parts of the world, they commit themCjlves a fourth 
tunc to the merev of the waves and 

^ , Sever}: 

V. 
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Sevenl buried m ^pwracks, or worn out with 
koils, hfve glowoufly firafti*d their courfe, and, tho’ 
fheir companions live ftill, it is only to confume by 
Kttle and little the facnfice of their lives, by the ill ha- 
•bit of body they have contrafted by their firft labours 
* Xou fee, moft reverend fether, what fort of per- 
-ipjis they be I fpeak of, you know their names, ) ou 
'^^rftjnd their worth, and, fmce they were chofen 
tgongft' a great many other candidates for the 
Eaft Indies, you have been pleafed always to honour 
them with a moft particular alTei^ion and, may I 
be bold to add, that you were not fatisfied with only 
len^Jing of,*them, you follow’d yourfelf in fome re- 
fpeft, and became the fellow, or rather the head of 
their apoftlelhip, fhanng, like one of the moft zea- 
lous miflionanes, m the fuccefs of their holy under- 
takings, zealoyfty lending an helping h^nd to their 
labours, delivering them from their chains by a pow- 
erful protection, or, at Icaft, lightening the weight by 
confolatojy letters, full of that lively hope that 
makes a man take delight m the moft ngid perfe- 
cut^^ns * 

Tfiis courage, moft reverend father, which you 
have mfpir’d into us, docs not only alleviate our fuf- 
fesings, but allb aflures us, that the rums of this grand 
^ifice, that we have Jiid the firft ftonc of to the 


glor^''\)f God, will one d^ ferve for a bafis to ano- 
^he*f Work, yet njpre confiaerablc and folid than the 
fiKl , fo that neither the ftupwrack of* three of our 
brethr««>biined»m the fca, nor the lofs of "j three 
Acnficed their lives aboard the ve/TcJ in 
relieving the’fick,* nor yet the death of a great many 
cnore whom the fatigues of the mifiion have fnatch’d 
us m the Indies, no’ the pnfons of Pegu, Siam, 
Moluccas, Batavft, Rotterdam nor Middlcburg, 
where pa^ns and hercticks have tned our patience 

* '‘ItSirtafy, Tlnivil, Ki art * f tutf. It B/att 
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by turns all that, I fay, doesfcnot blunt the edge of 
our courage, b“ing fully perfiiaded that Jefu^Chnft ^ 
hath made ufe of the crofe to propagate and ^ftablilTV 
religion fo the miflionanes crofs is always to be the 
foundation of their churches, and, as it were, the 
feed of new chrjftians * 

In the mean ame, thefe firft labours have not beei. 
altogether m vain , we baptif^d at Bouiychery. abo^ 
four hundred idolatrous children the peopl? 
jnandel have been relieved, as were thom of Ceylon, 
Pegu, and Bengakj, Tii^y }ahoiir*dwith no fmall fuc- 
cefs in divers provircts of the empire of the great 
Mogul, and, above all, m the miHlons of Madun 
Such niifTione, as m them we lee m our da) s the ages 
of the primitive church rcMv’di wherem believers, 
^vrctcllcdIy poor and dcpnv’d of all the comforts of 
life, feem Xo live only by their fiith, 1 ope, and chi 
tity , i;hcrcm the miflionanes, to comply with' the 
cuftoms of the country, and obtain the people*! fa 
vour, fpend their Iivtsm fbreflsind dcfirts, nilf ni 
ked, fcorchcd by the fun beams, ind walk, for the 
mofl put, upon folding hot finds \ when. upoi\,thc , 
ways, full ofbncrsand thorns, the) takenoo hcrJlifle 
nance but a little ncc, wath fomc infipid plants, and 
no other beverege, but yellow mild ij water f 
the ditches and marflics < 

T-U— - - - 1 
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Perhaps, mofl reverend father, this portraiture wilf 
mot pleAfe the men of <his world, not being ready to 
‘beftowVpon filfferings the juft value they deferve, 
jnd to favour the things that are of God \ yet I know, 
.that will not abate the zeal of our fathers living in 
iJPranc^ who have fo many years alpir’d to toilfome 
and’tedious employments. 

'^iThe miffions, in refpedk of them, have fo many 
B^ae^Tlurements, as they appear to others more hi- 
deous "jCrd frightful : if they cKpefted to find in the 
Ifidies only common croflw, jvhereunto providence 
makes every kingdom fiibjecft, but wherewith Jefus 
©irift hatKin a fpecial manner enrich’d chriftianity, 
they would have been contented with their reclufe 
religious vny of living j and, with the eminent virtues 
praftifed therein, they would never perhaps have had 
-the leaft thought of leaving their friends, relations, 
and^ country, * But they feek, elfewhem, what we 
here want of the pafiion of Jefus Chrift, according 
totheapoftle’s counfel, and they are willing to fill up 
the whole extent, the breadth and depth of this di- 
vine law, which parries them out, wth St. Paul, to 
beifeme viiftims of the moft pure charity, even ft> far 
as to be anathemlfed, that their brethren may be 


faved. • 

^■fet theft are choft apoftJes, moft reverend father, 
envy fometimes* m France, paints out to us in 
JicJi black colours, whonvherefy, evermore oppofitc 
true zeal, fo often accuftth of ambition, avarice, 
impiety, and idolatry; they are too happy in being 
jhcjbwTT* that all the Ihots of calumny level at, pro- 
“vided they b^ve none for their enemies, but the ene- 
mies of tne church and truth ; and, u ithout doubt, 
war, that fuch adverfaries declare againft them, 
wrhV dr nrcnnt aw? aaiTOftfir/' .kwaT .PiS'eya-, 
docs no lefs juftify th 9 rt, than that which they 
themffly^Sacdare againft pganifm in the Indies. 
‘''J*'*! . - Ff*4. Never- 
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Neverthelefs, what jufticc foever wife men may do 
them in this point, yet it is mbft true^ that t|,atdoes^' 
not fwffice to juftify them before God, befbr j whorri 
the very angels are impure \ after all the efforts of our 
zeal, we muft not only acknowledge in all humility,* 
that we are unprofitable fervants, but confefs' hke-*=^ 
wife, with thoughts full of horror, that it is in vajn^ 
to win over all the nations upon the earth to 
Chrift, if in the mean time we be fo 
negleft our own falvation, and unforturfately lole 
ourfcives. I am, with a profound tefpeft, 

Mcjl Reverend Father ^ ‘ 

Tour mtfi humble 

and tnt^ ohedient Servantf ' 

L J. 

.LETTER XIII. ^ ' 

To rsy Lord Cardinal de Janfon. « 

Jhe Cbnjiian Religion newly (^proved cf hy a puhhe^^ 
Edtil^ throughout the whole Rmptre of Chirt^^ “ 

My Lord^ ^ • 

I T feemsasif Heaven, fenfible the1a^5sss.o^ 
our miffionaries, who, for thefe ir vcral years, hive^ 
With the fsveat of th«r brows, watcr^ ^ina, had 
mind, at length, to efiablilh ^is new church upoiWi.* 
fohd foundation. Hitherto it halh been fubjc£l to 
s^bundance of revolutions, 'Bourifhing under the rdgn 
of fomc emperors, pcrfccuted in the tinfe ipf t hc^ 
minority, and, in a minner, totally ruin'oHilnrtg.''- 
* * the 



^ ’ of Chrifitaniiy in China. 44 r 
the inteftine commoHons ; but always in a tottenng 
'Condition, by reafon the rigour of the laws, that 
have plrmitted* a right to deftroy if, even to thofc 
that have the moft defended xt. 

. For the Ibverdgn courts of Chim, declar’d ene- 
»inies» to all foreign worfliip, nther out of a fpint of 
policy, than any /incerc affeftioii to the religion of 
^e country, have fretjucntly condemned the chnf- 
.^tedo^^nne, and puntlh’d thofe who had the coii- 
i^e fo'^mbrace if. Several of them, for all that, 
hearkened to the voice of Ged, rather than to the 
.voice of man j but the greateli part, apprehending 
tjianger as to thar fortune, were fo far from purfuing 
the knowrf truth, that they durft not fo much as get 
themlelves mftrudled therein. 

It IS a matter of an hundred years, that we have 
’labour’d to remove this aJmoft mvitictbleobftacle to 
the^convcrfiod of great perfons The hour of the 
Lord was not yet come , he was pleafed to exercife 
the patience of his chnftians, to try the conftancy of 
the 'miirionaries, and thereby jnhance the worth of 
them both But now at lall the happy day begins to 
datro, and the emperor hath granted an intirc liberty 
of confciencc to his fubjefls, by allowing in a pub- 
lick edi6t the chrilban faith throughout the whole 
*exlent of hts empire * Theu bafty 0 Lordy broKtn 
that held thj holy rehyion capiivty now can 
offer faenJiceSy and cell pulltekly upon thy name ; 
prefent to theTtur lOWSy not infecret esfcrmerly, 
but tn pr fence iff all the people, mile temples they fuf- 
rear to thy glory, •cbo are about to change 
we* old Bahj'Iop ento the new Jerufatem Here I do 

prefent you, my lord, with the occafon, and the 
-.^o!e continued fencs 0/ this happ> event 

Father a S^sSh Damsman, <wr cS the 

moft acalotx^^nionancs*^! China, had purchafed an 
Jioufc .yt^T-anki, a liCtie viWa^ of the provnnee of 
• rtii aix * 

Chekiam, ' 
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Chdciam, notwjthftanding tius fettlement was ex- 
prefsly agaitift the edidl of 16^9 $ the Mandmneof* 
the place, who at firft did not oppofe'it, beirg after- 
wards nettled at fome indilcrcet words, that^'efcaped 
unawares from fome of this father’s menial fervants, . 
was refolv’d not to diflemWe the matter any<lon^er,« 
but to proceed according to the courfe of law against 

him. J 

He therefore asked the miflionary, how 
prefume to fettle in the city ? Why he preaCivd uffa 
foreign doftrine ? And moreover, by what right hp 
pretended to remain in the empire ? I'his father fore-^ 
faw theftorm gather, and had prepat’d.himfelf be'^ 
fore-hand : * I wonder, my lord, fays tie, 

* fwer to the Mandarine, that you reckon that cri- 
‘ minal in me at prefent, that you did not difapprove 

* at the beginning. You know that for fome yc^‘‘ 
‘ the emperor hath kept and preferv’d'in the empire 

* five of my European brethren (he meant us) that 

* he hath not only Tent for them to court, but alfo 

* hath by a publick ediift granted them poivfer to'fet- 

* tie in whatfoever place of the kirgdom they lhall 

* think fit; it is for one of them that I have bought 

* this houfe, and I lodge in it till fuch times as he 
‘ come himiclf to take poflefllon of it. * 

‘ Moreover, you cannot be ignorant that the mTu 
< fionaries had liberty grantcd'them to come^^^'^*' 
t into their churches, whea the emperor did 
t the favour to recal them from riieir banifiimen^^ 
t Confult, I pray, confult your reg^ft^ vpon the 
bufinefs, and there you will find my nani^** 

* Some months after another Manjlarine, foIit^hccT^ 
by him of Lanki, or at Icaft urg’d to it by his C3C- ^ 
ample, was rcfolv’d to put a ftop to the progTcfs*^*^ 
our holy doftrine » he prohibited thr cxcrcifc thereof 
through the whole cectent c 5 ? his govefifiowt, by an 
^J^dcr, which he eaufed to be affixed in divSS Lpl^ ^-. 
'They treated religion trf fuch a derpitefubnu^^** 
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that father Intorcetta of our focietj , and miflionary 
in the ihetropolfs of tJiis province, thought himfelf 
oWig’d Jot to drflemble the affront without betray- 
ing his miniftenal function 

^ He fuppofed Jikewi/e, that he had a nght on his 
iide formally to accufe this fworn enemy ot the gof 
tial, whofe behaviour was /b excentncal from the em 
’jS^r’s^intentions j for this pnncc had blotted out 
‘-witfrii <^wn hand a great many lines of a book that 
ranked the chnfttan doflnne in the number of dan 
gtrous and popular herefies tins book was of mo 
•ipent, not only by reafon of its author, eminent for 
^s^quality jind defert, but much more, for that it was 
Vi^pofed for the people*s mftrufbon, by whom it 
’ wa^ to be read, according to the cuftom, feveral 
, times a year 

Father Intojcetta did therefore judge it a piece of 
hoidnels, that made the Mandarine liable to the lafh, 
to condemn, by his private authority, that which the 
emperor feemed to allow of ind approve, fo that 
the father wnt a very finart pithy letter to the gover 
nor of the capiftl city, m which he defir d him to 
caute this fubaitcrn officer to retnfk his words, and Co 
get this i^unous writing to be tom in pieces he like 
ewifc added that, to repair this fault, he could wifh 
that the Mandarine ipight affix other papers in the 
thofe, more fiivourable to the religion, and 
^ore conformably to the emperor's intentions 
• The governor difpatchca this letter to the Man 
danne^*td, as«ill luck would have if, it was deliver’d 
JSo^imu pon 3 day tbit he heard caufcs, infghtof 
all the pedple- 3t the very time that he ^vas bufy m 
Puffing judgment He fo much refented this affront, 
'ttiat contrary to the cuflom of the Chmefc, and 
maugre his phlcgty, he ftarted from the bench 

tranf^rtcr'-^ith choler, romplamcd of the impu 
• dence iff the mifiionarj, and protcflcd openly, tlut 
h^ would be reveng'd 


That ' 
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That he might carry on the bufiners more TucceT- 
fully, he afTociated himfelf with^the M^ndarin^f Lan- 
ki, and combin’d with him, if poiTible, utterj[{^ to de- 
ftroy the chriftian religion. Their firft attempt was 
to aflault the Dominican friar, on whom they thought '• 
more eafily to accompliflx their defigti j for they dQuld*^ 
not imagine, that he was of the number of the ancient . 
miflionaries. To be rightly inform’d of the 
they caufcd to be produced certain authenti^^^iSi 
of every procedure during the whole coune of the 
perfecutioii againft father Fii (for fo was he called*) 
with a delign to confront him with himfelf. 

It is a peculiar trick, pretty common in ^hlna, wJtKC 
the Mandarines, to queftton the criminals not onl^^^ 
about matters of faft, but alfo concerning abundaifcc 
of infignificant circumftances, caufing all they an- 
fwer carefully to be taken in writing. Then, when” 
they have tilked a pretty while of a matter guit^fo- 
reign to the fubje^t in hand, to diftraft their mind, 
all on a fudden they return to the thing in qlieHion ; 
they begin over and over the declaration v they 
change the order of the interrocativts, and amnincly 
interpole anfwers contrary to thofe the guilty peflon 
made, on purpole to make him contradift himlelf^ 
the more eafily to fift out the truth. * , ^ « 

Father Alcala, wthout all dqubt, would hai'c been 
put to his trumps, if he had not, by a partlcuh»^*ff5^- 
vidcnce, preferv’d a copyKif thefe ancient proceeiji;^ 
ings. Wherefore, knowng the intent and defign of 
his judges, he fo well inform’d himself t hat 
had heretofore paft to this purpofe, and dcffva 
himfelf fo pertinently, and conformably to the iirft 
interrogatoty, that his enemies were never able to ■ 
prm’ail over him, as to his anTwers. 

Sa that all the ftorm upon-fi^Her Intorcctti 
ag^in, agjunft whom thw were much nu^iSi^imated 
and in^fed ; but, fotaiinuch as this fathw^id not « 
live within theit jurifdi^on, they fubcnicd njshy 
' ’ confide 
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coiifiderable Mandarines, and the viceroy in parti- 
cular, ^v’ho ac^ded to* his absolute power in the pro- 
vince ^greater averfion for the chnftian religion 
They all unanimoufiyrefolv’d to beat down chnf- 
' tianity, and after having cauftd aU the proceedings, 
’ forp^erly madeagainft mtffionarics, to be fought out 
ip the archives of the intendant of the city govem- 
they found at laft the decree of 1 ^69, that 
_^rohibited them to build any churches, to 
teach m publick or m private the European law, to 
fidminifter baptifm to the Chfiieft, to diftnbute me- 
dais, chaplets, crucifixes, or other fuch like tokens 
;^f religlotf, to chnftians. 

The mi/lionaries were not ignorant of thefe pro- 
"'^iAmons } but their particular zeal, and the example 
of Pekin, where the gol^l was preach’d under the 
Lemperor’s ve^ nofe, no body pretending to fay any 
thiiig agamft* it, put them upon waving the ufual 
rules of human prudence Thefe very confiderations 
made moft part of rhcMandinnesto connive, and, 
whenever any ore of thbm took upon him to impede 
the progreft of the faith, they endeavour’d to pacify 
hiht by prefents, and letters of rtxommcndauon 
procur’d for us by the fathers of Pekin ; or clfe, if 
^e^ retired, v;e made oft of the emperor’s autho- 
rity agamft him _ 

ji?'»vEhc chrftians of Hamcheu, under the cure of 
•^father Intorcctta, v/cre nionc of the Icaft zealous 
'^•Their courage iTad appear’d under the government of 
divcT^.>^and4nncs, great flickfets agamft our moft 
, but thar coura^vas ne\er more ap- 
"^pafent than in the preftnt occafion , for the vKcro) 
ruppoftng.J that he was mjpo%%cr*d ro undertakcanj 
-• hung by vertue of tbr decree aforementjon’d, cau- 
fed to be a€aM to tbf gate of our houft, m all 
the publ et^Uces of the c^tal cit) , ar J afterwards 
, in aben'e ftri’crty cuics of government, a new 
fcnfaice, byvh-ch he forbad under graous penal* 
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ties, to exetcife the chriftian religion, charcing all 
thofe that embraced it to forfetee it *. ^ 

Moreover, bang informed, that 0ther Ir/orceto 
was f 9 rmerly in the province of Klamfi, aiid that 
he had not obniined leave from the court to /ettle in 


that of Chekiam, he fent to ask him by what autho- k 
rity he durft prefume to ftay there; yea, and' he 
commanded him forthwith to avoid the country ; th^ 
officer, that brought this order, added, I comgiJKq •* 
you withal, in the name of the viceroy, tcf^um all 
the books of your religion, together with the table? 
of prfntbg, that you have in your houfe. They arc^ 
thin boards, upon which they have engraven all th^ 
leaves, from which they may take copies, ‘^accordihg 
os occafion ferves. . 

The father, not at all fiupriz’d, anfwei^d, That 
he was In the city by the authority of him who grant-J 
ed the privCIege to the viceroy himlblf, to reniaiji 
there ; ‘ Have you forgot, added he, that the em- 
‘ peror, pafling this way ^ree years ago, fent two 
‘ standees of his court to my church, to offer pre- 
‘ l^ts, in his name, to the true God, with exprefs 


‘ orders, to lie proftrate before the altars ? I wettfc’to 
‘ render him my mod humble thanks for his gracious 
‘ favour ; and, that I might give him furtbef demon- 
* ftrations of my acknowledgment, I was willing"to 
‘ accompany him upon the &nal at his depa^jtSP^^ 
‘ where he was with his whole court. 


‘ This grand prince, who had formerly honourei^^ 

* me with more than oidinary demonftratio^of his 

* benevolence, talring notice of my Darge*a!M?f»s/fc» ' 
‘ a great number of others, caufed it to approach '■his 

‘ own, and fpoke to me fuch obliging things, that, 

* after all that, I could not fufpeft I fhould be expoffti^ 

* to any ftraits, or infults from any ose^of his officers. 

* But, fmee this exampl^hath made^heimpreffion 

* upon the fpirit of die viceroy, go tell Klin, That , 

• 'I^hlshapiviie^abouCtlieiqlQ^vl^ -//m. 169*' ^ ^ 
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the eiyperor, not bang willing I fliould accompa 
ny him any faijher, ftnt me back with thefe his laft 
words |o me, which are too advantageous to me t\ 
prefume to alter, add, or dimmilh any thing m\ 
than Your years, feys he to me, do not permit 
yop» to attend me any longer, you are no way in 
q condition to endure the fatigues of a journey, I 
^order you to return to your church, and there to 
tfpena ^he remainder of your days But, now, if 
the viceroy does not only difturbthis tnnqiiillit) b) 
ordinances injurious to the Gfld whom I adort, but 
farces me fhamefully to quit this province, I leave 
shim toju^e, whether of us tiyo does more openij 
and peremptorily contradiA the empeioi’s will and 
*^leafure 

* As to what relates to the table, on winch they 
have engraven the Jaw and maxmis of Jefus Chnl^, 
God forbid 1 Ihould be fo wicked as*fo commit 
It to the flames However, the viceroy is the 
mafter, fince I catmot refill his violence, but tell 
him from me, that, before he lefolve upon that, he 
muft begin wth*thc burning of myfelf 
The viccro) , furpna’d at the undauntednefs of 
-le midionary, durft attempt nothing upon his per* 
j, but he referr’d the bufinefs to certain fubaltem 
Mandarines, who recwved orders, to fummon th s 
ii4i75^.b“fore their tnounals, and to pcrple'c and 
-^ublc him upon all acrounts, without allo^wng 
a moment’s reTpitc, Father Intorcetn, who juft 
then fell Jif k, might liavc been difpens’d w ith from 
atJpJfrihg • but Jic tvas afrud to }afc thtCe precious 
junfTures of»tmje,* that providence had put into his 
hand,*^ openly to confefs the name of Jefus Chnft , 
sixiP bang refolv’J not 4 o recoil, or giv c ground 
donn^ the corpbs*e, he himfclf carried before 
judges , mur’r^pprefs'd, by reafbn of the maladj he 
labour’d under, and much mote at tlic fight of his de. 
fahSechurch but, be/idcs hetvasfoanimaredb} the 

hoh 
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holy Spirit, wherewith martyrs are corrobora^d, that, 
of all the Mandarines riiat interrogated h?rn v not on^ 
of them but admirid the greatnefs of his ccprage^ 

So that, in defpite of the vigorous orders of the 
viceroys, every one of them almoft treated httri 
with abundance of deference ; even to that dfegreeT^ 
that one of them cauled an officer of jufticefo.b^, 
foundly baftinado*d in open court, for havijig beerf’ 
wanting in his refpeft to the father, Ad^ng witR'”' 
al, that indiftments do not render a man guilty ; and 
that he muft have Seen convifted, to deferve to bs 
treated as a malefaftor. -*■ ^ 

Father Intorcetta, prefently forefeeingthatthe 
fecution would be violent, had written to the 
naries at court, to the end that they might renf^y* 
it. The emperor vas then in Tartary, where'hc^ 
divertifed ^hlmfelf in hunring. Faffier Gerbillon,.2 
Frenchman by nation, and one of thofe thtiking 
Cent to Ci«t\a, accompaniai this prince thither, by . 
whom he was particularly beloved, retaining hint 
almoft always near his peHbn j fo that the letters werd 
direifted to him, 

This father did not judge It convenient to^lpeak* 
of it to the emperor, but contented himfclf to dC'^ 
fire a letter of recommendation from pnnee Ssfar> 
one of the moft powerful piinlftcrs of the empire, 
and his pirtJculir fricml, who immcdiately-w-^i^vl 
the \nceroy in a moft rtfcilual ^manner. He 
prcfcntctl to him, that fuch .n procedure, as his wrsT 
fmcllcd fomev, hat of violence, and was ^jjrnnfiftent 
with his wonted moderation and prudenccTvTWt^ 
in a time, faith he, that retjuircs rrtufh gcntlcrfefs and 
dlfcrction. The emptror fetks all occafions'to fa»* 
vour the doctors of tho chrifllan hw, how 
you poffibly think to plejfc him rrp^ccuiing that ? 
Uclla.'c me, ftr, the crample of a pnc;cc oocht ' to 
make a greater impreffion upon our fpims, than a’l 
the decreci of courts of judicature, and the client 
^ edifts,*' 
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that the court itieif can no Jonger fbiJow^,' 
ought not at pr^/ent ib be the ruie of its condufi. If 
you f^our the milfiouaries, reckon that the empe- 
ror will take it kindly from 700 ; and, if I may bd 
• permitted to fubjoin any thing to this Jail motive, 
be idlured alfo that I fiull refent all the good offices 
^you render them upon my recommendation. 

Piijice Sofan is fo confidcrable thro’ the v/hole em- 
'^ire (whether it be by the honour he hath to be a 
near rdadon to the emperor, or whether by his place 
of grand mailer of the palaae, or whether by his 
»«ed!t or capacity) that upon any otier cccaiion 
L'^e vicerojr* of ChekJam would have looked upon it 
a great ftvour to receive one of his letters, and 
'wbuld not have balanced one moment to fatisfyhimi 
out paQion had blinded him, and the vexation, to 
pe r ce i ve himfelf Icis powerful at court .dian a ilmn- 
get, inclined him to let the mlffionaiy^underiland, 
that he was at lead the mailer in ms own pro- 
vince. 

Wherefore, he began to d«e uponferrerai churches 
•which he beilovred upon the pricils of the pagan 
goS:%, after he had violently taken a^vay the diered 
monuments of our teligion. 

. • Hliicd out jK-ochmations much more rigoroHS 
than the former, he threatened the father with his 
i^iination if he did not abandon his flock, .and he 
J^u^-fevcral chriftians, •hat had but too openly dc- 
•Iftrcd themfclv< 5 , to be apprehended *, fome of them 
\\erulial^^ to prlibn, they fcvercly pumilicd other*:, 
SliiMKcn the'twfteution became bloody by the tor- 
ments, that tnpfe generous confeiToiS fufFcrcd for the 
name of Jefus. 

'■’’Amongft thofe thH QgrnhfcJ themfilvcs, a fhv- 
rfeian more rriHently made his fliith appear j he 
ivas’ mUcK^rim'cd to fre the altars oftbetrueGod 
kdolatcd ana dcTpoHed, crofles broken m piccts, the 
lely images txpofea to th€ Icom, laughter, and im- 
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piety of idolaters to repair this and that be- 
lievers might not be left deftttute of the ordinary 
marks of their rebgion, he diftributed to feach of 
them images and crucifixes He went fromMoor to 
door With the precious pledges of^our falvation > am 
mating the weak, and confirming the more courageous 
in their faith Do j ot fear^ laid he to t\ 5m, 'htm 
who can only exerctfe his weak power on the hoh » hie^ 
fear that great God^ who^ as be has deprive f you f 
life^ can alfo pmujh your foul with an eternal deaths 
and rather fuffer all ftrls of torratnts^ than forfake bis 
holy law 

The ^landaruie, offended at the boldnefs of 
phyfiaan, commanded him to be loaden atith chains /)■ 
and, having caufed him to be dragged before his^^ « 
bunal, they prepared all things for his being cruelly 
baftmado’d, when his godibn, who came running ' 
thither witli other chnfiians, thre^v ‘himfelf op his 
knees -at the judge*s feet, and begged of him with 
tears in his eyes, that he would permit him to receive 
the chaftifement of hts godfather 

This zealous phy ficmi, who afpired to nothing 
more than martyrdom, was fo far from givuig" his 
phee to anoth r, that he conftantly and ftedfaftly 
forbadit, and, at that time, there arofcfuthafcufflC^ 
between them, that the angels cdmircd, and'That 
made the chnftnn religion to be refpefted bytljoiat^^!^' 
idolaters The judge uood nroazed at it, and tom 
towards thofe eminent confcflbrs of jefus 
yotiruays^ fiys he to them, this foruardnefs to fuf 
fer the pnnifhmtnt of your faults, defixves ' 

gence , 1 pardon yost^ but, bencefon^rd^ (bmk eff'eaf 
iri tl* X tcero ) , ard he more careful }o obey tl e empe~^ ^ 
rcT^s orders •* 

When the Spint of God hath «sncc faxed on the 
heart, mens words arc ifat capable" to^ouch thcn\ 
This zealous phyficao, whom the fight m cxccutioi 
had made more couracccos, contmura his afts of cha- 

nr)v^ 
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rity aSjbefore, and his zeaJ made fuch a noife up and 
down, that the Mandarine durft no longer mince the 
matter'i he feemed much concerned at the Contempt 
he ufecl of his threatenings, infomuch that he gave 
• orders to his ofHcejK £0 bring him out, to make a te- 
^veB^_^mpIe o0iim. 

^ , IneJthfl:, hg^aufed him to be beat fo cruelly in 
‘his prefence, that thofe,who wereprefent, were equal- 
ly furprifed at the feverity of the judge, and the pa- 
tience of this good chriilhn. This bloody execu- 
tion once over, tome of his relations, who came run- 
-QWg at this doleful ipeftacle, were thinking to cany 
^im to his* houfe, but he pofmvcly dellred to be 
carried to church *, and what endeavours foever they 
to divert him from it, yet he had ftrength 
enough left to crawl thither himfclft bonie up by the 
arms of feveral chridans. He came thither all 
bathed in his ’gore j and, kneeling dowtf at the foot ' 
of the altar, O Xerd, faith he, fbcu feeji this 
that If refer thy holy law to all the pweetnefs of life : 

I come not to demand jujlite of thee for all the olodd 
ihy enemies bavt* fpilled, J come to ofer thee that 
wBleh remains of my own ; J do not defense to die 
fvr^fseb a good caufe } but tbou^ 0 my de- 
frveji tEbintire faerifice of my life. And then turn- 
ing’* towards father Introcetta, who began to comfort 
Itify^t^b } father^ antwered / fball he row at 
\\^lbojght of my joy^ sf^ti were ret my fins^ but 
that bffd brought this light cbcflifement ufert 

Tins SanJplc,--a«d many Others, that I forbear fo 
TclJtc, made /uch impreffions upon the idolaters 
hearts, that a great many of them rtfolvcd to em- 
brace the chriftian faith^ being perfuaded, that fen- 
timcnts, fo oppofite co corrupt natun?, could not pof- 
fitnyproceerVather from paflion or error. 

Among thcm,whom the holy Spirit did cfFcAually 
C6uch, were three whoaf^xared full of that very 
* G g 2 faith, # 
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fiiith, that h)‘^de jn former times almbfl iis mapy mar- 
tyrs hi the primitive church as bclreyers ; they 
young, hnndfurh?, of quality, and what is i^ore, cn- , 
gaged by their condirion*l)lindly to comply ivith the 
viceroy’s inclinations Neverthe:|ers, counting their 
temporal eftate as nothing, they^emanded^ 

'baptifm. 

Thefathe. 1 , to bring the faith oT tliefe n^ophiteV 
*to the teft, hid nothing from them that might ai/y' 
\vife flagger them \ but it was all in vain 'folre^re- 
■fent to them the rlg&ur of the ediils, 'the vlcferoy^s 
■ihdignatlon, the defolation they were like to’caft4:fcej^ 
faniilles into, the danger of Idfihg their “efttifes, ^ho-^ 
'nour, life, and all thefe confideratiohs leiVed 
to’ animate ^hem the more; (b that, aftera pre'tty Iwg‘ 
'trial, they were initiated into 'our facred knyften^^, 
and took ^arc as-others did, in the crois of Qinft. 
Their conveffion fortified the feeble-minded^ *afid 
•comforted father 'Intordetta for all thfc ’evils that the 


perfecution had made ’his church to 'fuffer. ^ 

But the vIceroywaVfb much’fhe’morc provoked, 
becaufe he had not'thfc liberty &t \hat time to fhe'w^ 
Ins refentmelit for,^juft: thdn, they delivered’’hini 
two letters from pnote Sofah j one 
for father^ntbreetta, the other, that was-dire5t,ed fcc 
Vimfelf, Was full fraught fgr reproaches, for th^ 
he feemed to make no account 'Of the prinee^^*^' 
commend-’tion ; 7 cci'ld^never have Ifeher^^ 
he to him, that to pleafi a compif^ 
people^ vjho bave exafperi’ted your fpirit ^brj' • 

iiaiiSy you •u.mld have deviated'yr.r'.t' t^cmpJelT^I 
■gave yen It ts a frtendjhtp that 7 evdei-voared to hi-’ 
jptre ydu 'Aiih letter feuttments ; think upon it once . 
inore^ and rcjleli fenoujljtvntb yourjelf^ thatirtd- 
ihat fpeah to yon. J e^eEi tbrepiit^gs from ypnr 
friendjhtp ; frji^ that you deliver the^etter 
to father IntoTceita^ accenting to 'the fuperfcttpt^^h. 
The fnond, 'that "you So fo 'well Taltsfyihe fathiry 
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that i'f may have ouajion to blefs himfelf for the 
Mni. o^ce^ yot\ re;nd.cf bm^ and that he hihijelfmay 
t^ifyttrefame h n^. And the third is^ tbathence- 
forwai^d )Oti do not any longer difttirh cither the nnj- 
■ftonanes or chnjt'fiis. In fbou^ I am extremely 
oViged to VJTiie to you fo often about 
/ktt Jfryou for^ the future mend your man- 

'iierSy Ifhall write to you a third time to thank you ; 
Jut, if your pajfon cotttmtie\ this is the lajl lettetyaie 
Jhall ever receive from me. 

• Th.eii did the viceroy repAit him of his former 
^ificeedlngs ; yet, he /b (?r engaged, that he 
thought htf could not handlbmely go bick with ai^y 
honour. lie found it cfpectally very hard to fue to 
a'fnifllonary for his friendrtiip, tyhom he but juft 
now treated^ and that pubjickly, with the utmoft 
difdain i but yet^ dreading pnnfe Sp/an’s refentmerit, 
whci was the*n\oft powerful and in credit of 
nU the miDifters of the empire ; On one hand, he 
refolyed to ftand to wh^t he had done already againft 
the chriftians, without driving matters any farther •» 
^d on the othei»hand, to difp^tch one of his of. 
to Pekin, to purge and cjear himfelf to the 

^ thi> interim, father Intoiyetta having a fecret 
item of the letter that |he viceroy had received, inti- 
the fathers at court the fmall effcft they 
hi^SoJ&oducedi infomuch»that thofe fathers refolycd 
foVignify the fame to the emperor, in cafe princ? So- 
Ihouldthink it advifeable. \yfacrc(Qrc they related 
CUMm wfut^nai-ySfled at f^anicfiep, theobftinacy 
•onhe vicexiy, die afili^hon pf father Ii^tqrcettt, 
,the danger wherdn his church was, the min where- 
sof would infallibly invoVe in it the utter min pf 
all the mdriDn-i-n the empire Since all ycur m. 
^XGurs, ^5^' /erd, added they, feem meff^ndl^ 
ubere appear^ nathirtg that cap put a Jlcp (he vio- 
fence^ of this Afsnptt p^UvlIanne^ (tat rmpercr's 
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authcrity ; but vie jbould he toqntht^ to our tvue intf 
fejls ( and vibat Jways the moT^e vihb us) ta the af 
kncviledgment ne are hound to give for your favours, 
if vie v.cre rfiled by any oibgr cpnjsderations tbati 
yours, X: 

The prince, already provoked Uy the 
haviour, was not forry at this ovcrtlic«.,'ahd believed, 
he had no^y found a Mr opportunity to revenge him- 
fdf *, (b ^Jut thefe fathers havmg recommend^ed tf\c 
importance of their a/lairs to God Almighty, where- 
in the folid cftablifhmentj or utter ruin of religion 
was concerned, came to the palace on the 
Pecember 1691, and demanded audience. 

The emperor ftnt fome eunuchs, his confidejijs,^ 
to know what their bufincls \vas : The fathers pre- 
iently declared to them, the heinous excefs of the 
viceroy Hamcheu, as well in refpei^ of the mif- 
fionarics, as in refpeftof the chriftians under hts go- 
vernment ) they added moreover, that they had fuf- 
fered a long nme without complaining, in expecta- 
tion that their patience would pacify his fpirit 5 but 
iince the mifehief became every day greater^ a*M, 
greater, without all hopes of remedy, they ^ 

proftnite themfelves at the emjKror*s feet,i.as*^to*^hfii- 
ufual afylum of oppreflcd innocence, moft humbjj 
to befeech him, to grant to their brethren i nthe^ ^ 
provinces that happy peace they themfelves 
at Pekin, In the very iight, and under tfieprote^i^^ 
of his majefty. ^ 

The emperor, to whom they reporfe^^Ji*® ‘ 
courfe, had a mind to try the fath^rs'conftancy v Sid 
fo returned them no fiivourablp anfwef j but 
, never ceafing toreprefent the unhappinefs the indiffe- • 
_ fence oftfiTs prince was Ihcrtly like to bring them tfTi- 
der, he fent new eunucte to acquaprC^hem, thai^e 
y^s amazed tq fee them fb infatuated wth the chm’.* 
.dan religion : * Is it p^flible, he bid them tell thcJr.v_ 

( that you are always bulled about a world whithci^ 
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you not yet come, «id count that whereui you 
‘ are at prefent, as nAhing ? Believe me, firs, there 
‘ IS a time for all /hings , make better improv e 
‘ ment of what Haven mftrufts you wth, and de 
fer all thofe cat»^ill you ceafe to hve , cares, 
profitable to none but the dead For my 
■7 jart, liddalie;^ a droibng waj , I do not concern 
myfelf in the bufinefs of theother world, and I do 
‘ not pretend to determine upon the caufi* of thefe 
‘ invifible fpints ’ 

. Then the fathers, opprefled with grief, fiiedding 
saifirrent of tears, proftrated themfeh cs to the very 
gOjund , they conjured the eunuchs to report to the 
emperor tRe fed condition whereutito they were re 
duced Ti/s vjould be the JirJl tme^ faid they, tbat 
this great prince abandoned innocent perfons, and ap- 
peared infenJibU of oir lamentation Is it btcrufe 'ate 
are ifpprofitabli Jlrangers tbat be deals tbtfs wtb us ^ 
At leajlt gentlemen^ pray tell hn^ that the great God 
of heaven and earth, •xbofe eaufe w maintain, for 
whom luefght, na^, and toxebm be bmfelf is beholden 
for all hts grandctv, xuell deferves, that be Jheuld ex 
^t ’ItU bis poner to make bm knovm, and bis jujlsee in 
^biofe •u.ho do him an injury sn the perfr of 
hs^rmnifllti 

In fine, after all thefe trials, this gracious prince, 
ii iJved, with compaflio?!, could no longer diftembJc 
hi-f^ ^iUf enttmeiits , he tf^^refbrc fent to the fathers 
fti^^^ftUrprdrtrate before his palace gate) an of 
ofjis bed chamber to acquaint them, * Tint he 
‘ diA not a 5 iWUi££-ihe viccro) of Hamcheu’s pro 
>ceedings, asd ^at he was w illing, for thar fakes, to 
• put an end to his unjuft perf^Oon , and that, in 
word, there avere twj avays to accompljfh it 
The firfi, to feud to the viceroy a fccretord-rim 
/rffcdiatcly, to give fatisfaftion for imfchtcfs part , 

J that this wa> , tho' not fb exemplar) , was the moll 
'aafy and fure The fccon^, to prefent a petition, 
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* nnd obtain from tbc tiibunts a favourable^ dcctec 

* for ail the mifllonarit^, wpulel decide all 

* differences. Thatthcy fhould confult among theiti' 

* feivcs, what Hioukl be the mpfl convenient in the 

* prefent conjunfturc V and, ivhVt thej' had weigh-' 

‘ cd the rcafons on both fidcs, thaytJicy fhouIdJeMKi 

f bick the next day to declare tp^Si-tk-dTpontiy?^ 
f refolution. " o ' 

The fathers fignified their moft humWe ackno%v^ 
ledgments to the emperor by cudomary protedatjons,’ 
and returned ftill with great hopes of Jiappy fuccefs, 
yet very uncertiin v.hat counc to ftcer. 

Theyconfidcred on one hand the dangt/- that 
was to put their caufc into the h.inds of the Lipou, 
who always declared againft the chriftian religion ; ‘ 
that in all probability there needed no more to re- 
vive all thp ancient accufations which time feemed 
to have forgotten : That the mifllonaries fetdod In 
the provinces, whom they had concealed from the 
court till that time, would be obliged to quit China, 
or elfe forfike all their miflions : That at leaft, the ^ 
proceedings of thofe who had built^iew churches, aedx-' 
converted a great number of idolaters againft es^' 
prefs prohibitions of patliaments, was 
warrant the viceroy of Hatneheu : That in 
things may be brought to ^fs by the fubtle de- , 
vices of our enemies, and fecret undertaking^j^J^he^ - 
Bonzes, that^they might* b'e fb Tar 
the flame of a particular perfecution, 
pofe, that we fhould kindle a genK^l 
in the empire, that would nof^Whihate but ifi the 
total defolatioft of chriftianity. * t ‘ 

Thefe reafons, altho' very fubftantial and folid 
in themfelves, were nevcrthclefs balanced by thefcl* 
lowing refleilions What^roteilian'fia^ver the erq^-' 
Ipfs might have given till that'tjme to the mifhql^r 
ties, yet they experienced, that it was not fuffici^l^ 
th pbiigo all the Mandates of provinces to cqjintt:- 
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naiice ^he chriftians, and that there was a great 
number of the^, (pi^udjced againft us either 

* by that univerfal /ontempt which the education of 
China did ufuallyi create in them for foreigners, 
or by the caiumn^f^the Bonzes, or elfe by afalfe 

the pubhi^ good) thought it was a piece of 
■'^,good ier'vi ge .tg t^eftroy us, and fpoil in a few days 
'that ■yhich had been the work of fevera! years. 

Thefe particular perfecutions were fo much the 
more feared, as they adminiderd occailon to our fc- 
<re^ enemies, to declare themftlves openly ag^mft us, 
^*cod to compofc a ftrong and great party, which ^vas 
commonly upheld by the courts appointed for the 
ordering rites and ceremonies, who always waited 

* for occafions fo ftop the cour/e of new foreigners in- 
to the ftate 5 fo that jf in thefe critiral conjunftures 
the emperors, by a particular providence, Ihould not 
have honourM us with their benevolentfb, chriftiani- 
ty would have long Itnce been deftroy^ in China, 
and, it may be, the memory of it ^vouJd hive been 
totally obliterated. 

“We fhould therefore confidcr, that the court per- 
would not be always fo faTourable fo us ; that 
^^irfiAneeded no more but one moment alone to Jofo 
<he en^ror’s gracious favour, or, what was flill 
more dangerous, to intail his indignation upon us, 
and.thofe of our <;effgion ; that, in this fickle date 
r-'^'otfcta/eligion was, the Icaft oppofition from the 
fufficc to fet the people’s hearts 
iagatnfl iN ths^t the great ones themfelvcs durft never 
declare, o?*ftjijc:-?verfed, for foar of being one d^y 
-^^ponfibla tg the parliaments for their converfion, 
which probably m time might be nude an heinous 
ci^crime. 

On the contrrvrff tf fo he the cliriflian faith were 
f^nce approved by puWick edift, nothing aftenvard 
J could difturb its efiabliftuncnt, fince it would be 
Mcfs odious fo the idolaftous people, becaufo the 
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and, 'a? M ” P“Wi‘:k profeffiot}, of it,' 
wthout nufT^naries would enter 

tion, that firr^ any contradic- 

an hundred' fdd. whitbv^uld then produce . 

fath cT to’^fr^'lh? 

favourable to accomilH?' “tcifion more 

lignal fervice? Atl, ^ it* i-' n remembrance of. 
ftate, ffiu’ “bar Verb, eft had rendered to tis, 
bow fenfible he "fParor declarejj" 

Grimaldi an ItLTh, , that fathbr 

=>ga;nfar hit ral!rand to 
dious journey. Father Xh!, “ 

avas wholly, taken Tb®tr,as, a Flemming, -was 
bo acquired the renurari'" mathematitfcs, wherein 
man, and moft nious min’ i^mrod knowing 
n FenugueS If hh F»ther Pereira 

pains aW/met " Breafdeal of 

vcral engines that tht» *nl^ruments, and fe- . 

in: but®S,at Whch 

his heart was rTi#- in g^teis 

hadbutjurthen eoSj’ ? slSkl 

from Pekin, between the^rm tr^' ^ 

Prince Sofan, nrarly Sa,S’t‘?,u“"'' Mnfnovjt^ 
plenipotentiary, flood am^d ,, ,.'”1=2;^''^ 
pubbckly declared, that b,^^ f ’'t 
ttatioh would never have t bun, this negb-. 
vantage of the empitr HeT"N^be- ad-*^ 
emperor to that purpofe ■''' “■ 'bv- 

hemfpired him wit^ fenrim '“'ue 

affedlion for this efteem and^ 

B^borwith fathe;Bove;ltetS^ 

number 
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wumbor of thofe whom the king fent into China in 
1685, applied thera?elves for many years to teach 
geometry and philmophy to the emperor, with fuch 
fuccefs, that he cm|d never be weary in difcourfing 
with them upon^dli^miatters. 

becaufe t^fe "zealous miflioiiaries were fully 
■•^perfiiad^j^^iths^ when religion is concerned, human 
afllft^ces are very infignificant, if God Almighty do 
not lecrecly direft and order the whole work j they 
began to implore theaffiflanceofhim whom nothing 
*is able to refift ; they fpread dpen their wants before 
and difcovered their hearts in his prefence, and 
trild him jVIth the fame confidence that once animated 
Judith: jlfailre bare^ make bare^O Lord., tby arm on our 
' behalf y as thou didji heretofore, and bring to nought the 
ebjlaele our enemies oppofe againfitts: Lei thofeviha 
have boajied that they could dejiroy the temple, who have 
already propkaned thy altar, and irodhn tinder foot 
the tabernacle of thy holy name ; let them at prefent he 
fenjible,,tbat before thee all their force is nothing hut 
vanity and weaktiefs : Put into cur mouths. Lord, 
■ffjbat holy wordp and replentfi our hearts mtb tbofe 
i fe^e counfels that make truth always to triumph ; to 
houff, that hath been fo many years in a 
■* "^ofUr^Kondition, may at this day he inmerveahly fet- 
tled and corfirmed j i^nd that all nations may in the 
j^xenfefs, that theu only art the true God, and that, 
^e ought^s* feek fornone ether*. 
thST^ent prayer they fecreriy prefented 
^their»pet^n to the emperor, that they were after- 
■wirds tooli^i“rthT\ in poblicfc. He read it, but not 
^^■^ding therds What was the moft capable to make 
. imprefiion upon the fpirit of the Chineft (for they 
■sWnfifted upon what pnryipalJy related to the fiui^iit)’ 
apd truth of the ehnftjanjeligion) he drew up another 
^imfelf in the Tartarian language, which he fent 
; back to the fathers, yet leaving them to thdr libeit)* 

^ * to 

• Jadich, ch*p lx. * 
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to retrench, or add thereto, as they (hall judge 
coavcment. ^ ^ 

Indeed, if one do hut neveAifo little refle<9: upon 
the particxilar chara<^er of the J^raperors of China, 
one cannot fufficlently admirep£^t this, prelent cm- « 
peror Ihould vouchftife ta dclcetiV from the Jo^ieft 
degree of grandeur, which he obf^es g^ery whe^^ 
elfe, nay even in rcfpefl of the greateft princes, W 
make himfelf femiliar with pitiful miffionaries : for a 
man to conikier after what manner he takes a parri- 
cular account of all riior afihirs { how he fpeaks t© 
them, how be puts them in a way, would he 
conclude that it is a private man that nrinagea the 
concerns of his friend ? Yet neverthelefs, *it is one of 
the greateft kings in the world, that is pieafed thus ' 
to ftickle to pleafe a company of- ftrai^gers, even at 
the peril of the fundamental laws of the nation. 

Butafter’alJ, it is no wonder that a God, wJiq^ to 
eftablifh his religion, humbled himfelf fo far, as tV 
make himfelf like to men, docs oblige lometimes the 
greateft princes of the worid to divert thenifelves of 
thrir majefty and innate pride, ta co-operate an^.- 
concur in this grand work. For certainly, what»£ar^ 
foever >ve may have taken to make this 
vouvable to us, yet muft we needs herein *- 

acknoveleelge the efficacy of divine grace. . It ia \he 
almighty voice of the Lord tfiatalonc can, to.^«k 
in the feripture expreftioiv,!- “Shd/e the 
Jhake the vtourtahs of the xiiMer>tefs^\n^t 
abafe the great ones of the world, aiyi give tp th^ ' 
hearts what motion he plcafcs. • *" 

Whilft ail thefe things were inmfifted at PcKiitJ^ 
the viceroy of Hamebeo, that had now kifurc to , 
make fomc refledHons upon,, his behaviour, xs-as nqt** 
pwceablc in his province. The crodit of prince Sofan 
did cricvoufly perplex Him } and above all, )?3 l 
dreaded his juft rc^ntraent : for to pacify him, JkI 
• thought- ^ 
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thoughtit thewifeftconrieto fend ohe of his officers to 
him, funder -pretence /ojuftify himfelfito him, but in, 
effedtjto exafperatMneprindpalMahdfirines ofLipou 
againft the m{ffio|^es, m<care he Jhould find any 
• 'Opportunity to 

■At that tim^ this officer arrived .at court, but 
fprince Sofa^ vKiruld notlfojtiuch as hear him; and, 
‘pacing him away, bttfkly told him, that he much 
‘wondertd thatfhis mafter made<ffich httle account of 
■perfons avhobi the »emperot honoured with his af- 
•tefhon, tandwnpJoyed -and'trtjfted in his fervice, 

vshat relates h tbetr-buJlmfSi I <tm‘no mere 
^spctrnedxin it'tbem the emperor avouid bnr^elf. fthife 
fathers have intplcrtdbuipTiteQm\y>aad be ioeU tinder- 
Jlands'bas} 'to da tbempuJitct^itboNt »/y wtermeddhttg : 
iejides^ ezbfn I t&vU in their hebelf i( -u^as not fo 
'Diuebfto do them ei’kindneft^ as thtnlydo exhibit 
■'tokQi xf frm^jhtp to the vteero)y inplue^ini hm front 
ihe prettptce ^obtlber ^be •hadtfo indfereetly twtrjsn 
’btinfelf ^ 

This anfwcr did fo ftartlc ths officer, that, without 
,^ver dreaming erf making any other progrefs, he re- 
l^ultied to his mafter at Hamcheu to render an ac- 
^eSp^^iof the ill fucceis of ^is commiffion. Thcfa- 
'^Jj^sf^hohad notice df it, undcrilood by that, that 
‘no tunc, and that they were fpee- 

S ^•to improve*Th^„cood dlfpofition of prince Sofan , 
Tt^inon Cmdlcilt,^!)' they went to the palace, 
cm peror, with theufuaJcertmonjc^, 
Vhc j«titjpn that he himfclf had compofed, of which 
fee hcrc’the'na'JlSion. 

* May itpJci/cyo«rMa/cAy, 

*\XT E expofe to,>ou, with the moft ,pctfe<5l 
‘ VV fubmxffion, aiii moft profound rcfpc<a that 
f‘*wc arc capable of, thcftgmniag, end, itviuccmtnfs, 

I * jwd imonv-cs of ■Dilnmoft humble imjcd}, fcong 
(»’* -coKfi^at that ;you'wilI%ocehfifc to hear it with 

‘ the • 
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* the fame prudence that attends all your ladlions, 

‘ and with that benevolcncdywher^with you have 
‘ been gracioufly pleafel to hwour us 

*■ On the ninth month of th^moon, father Intor- 
*■ cetta, one of your majefty*5^'^efls, whofe abode , 
‘ IS in the city of Hamcheu, acquaint uStthat 

* the viceroy had ftnAly charged ffe&^^andannespf 

* his province to pull down all the tcmples^pf the 

* chriftians, to bum the pnnting tables, upon which 

* are engraven all the books of our religion More 
over, he hath publiSkly declared, that our doftnne 

‘ IS falfc and dangerous, and confequently not to-bfr 

* tolerated in the empire, and hath added feveral 

* other things moft difadvantageous to us*" 

*■ Upon this news, fir, ftized with horror, and * 

* penetrated with gnef, we thought ourfelves-obliged 
‘ toliave recourfe to your majefty, as the common 
‘ father of* the afihited, to lay before you th^ de- 
‘ plorable condition whereunto we are reduced, 

* for, except you grant us your protedbon, it is alto- 

* gether impolTible to avoid the ftratagems of our 
^ enemies, and to ward the blow* wherewith 

‘ threaten us \ 1 

‘ That which adniintfters comfort to us, " 

‘ we ippe^r at y our majefty's feet, is ^or/5eAvitH ^ 

* what wifdom you influence^d moYf-*'” ''V^rts 

* of your empire, is if it wem>'tffi’’6ody, of ^thich 

‘ you are the foul , and •: what unjoon^ 

‘ and impartiality you regulate 

* private man, without acceptation pf perfovs , ij/ \ 

* fomuch that you could not b tra *— » . » ^ r you Jmew 

‘ but one fmglc fubyedt opprelTcd* by enjuftice,**8tvi- 

* hnr. ey.en.drjprjvd. 'sK ♦Aaft.vwIfL md* vcwrwpRnr-e. , 

* he defenresr- ^ ^ s 

‘ You furpafs, great ^ fir, the mightieft ki^ 

* amongft your predecefiors, who have in their tim». 

‘ permitted falfc rcLgions in China , for you do in ( 

‘ urtly love truth, and do not approve of fiJfhoocTV 

* for '* 
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* for reafon It is, that, in taking your progreft 
‘ to view your provides, you have given a thouland 

* teftimonies or you/ royal alFedlion to the European, 

* rmflionaiies that mvere in your road ; as if you 

* meant thereby t?5i*i^ify, that you value their 

* dp^tnne, and that you would be very glad that 

* they would fetile in your fhites ; what we deliver 
'here, inpubJick, is generally known to the whole 

* empire. 

‘ Therefore, when we behold the viceroy of Ham- 
\ cheu to ftile the chriftian religion, the falfe and dan- 
ge rous religion when we are informed that he ufes 

* hii eadeavours.to dellroy it; how are able to 

* ftlfle ou? juft forrow, and forbear to declare to 
‘ your majefty what we fuffor ? 

* This is not the firft tim^ fir, that they have 

* perfecuted us v/ithout any reafon ; therefore fother 

* Adam Schaal, your fubjtft, on whofn your pre- 

* d«eflbrs heap’d many extraoniinary favours, made 

* it known fo all the court, that ^e rules of the 


* celeftwl motions, eftablifhed by the ancient aftro- 
^^omers of Chiral, were all falfe , he propofcJ others, 

did perfetflly agree with the conftelJations that 
approved, and made ufo of with no fmaft 
fup5S ft> that this change brought order again 
*^ifl^fbe*cmpire. Your majefty is not ignorant of 

* wh:rfpartiif^i.a5,t[nte m Pekm , v e may, we hc^, 

Jeave to ren^iatjg’ how matters flood there, 
many fuigular favours we there re- 
^ i yet upon the account of exploding and 
^ abolilhirl^..‘^^efo errors, how much did the tathe- 
i»cfterward| fof^ by calumnies of his enemies^ 
Yam quam fien, and thofc of his faftion, filfly 
’ * accufed him of fevcral enmes, under pretence of 
'^^novclty, as if tljis new aftronom> had not agreed 
<->vIth heaven , hedied, Aoc bang aWc at that tjjnc 
A to juftjfy himfclf , but jour majefty put father 
» t •Ycrbieft m his place, and^hcaped on him fo many 
^ * fa> ours, 
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■* fiivours, that the life of this father vns tao fndrty 
'*• and his words too feint -toVemoiiftratc to all the 
“* world the greattiefs of his awnowledgments : yet 
did he deeply refent all the^ benefits, and it was 
‘ on purpofe not to be uo^^teful, that he wa^ 

* bufied for above twenty years in compofitig all 
*■ forts of books for the publtck benefit, both (UJ 

* aftronomy* arithmetick, mufick, and phil<jfophf, 

‘ that are Hill extant in the palace, together with 
‘ divers others which he had not time to compleat 
‘ and finifh. • ' ' f 

* But, fince your majefty is perfedlly inftrudted-^i 
■* all thefe particulars, we dare not pr^meto,tire 
*■ out your patience by a longer dilcourfe ; we do 
‘ only humbly befeedh your -majeity to confider, 

* that all this is not fufficient to intide us lo the 
’• people’s affeftlon for us, and corlfidence us. 

* if, -as 'chly accufe us, the law thaf we preath be 

"* felfe and dangerous, how <30 we, fir, juftifylhe 
■* conduct of princes, who have honour’d us with 
‘ their efteem -? ^ 

* Neverthelcfs, notto mention'any thbg ofy«(^ 
"* predeceflbrs, your majefty yourfelf hath 

* fure of our loyalty, that you order’d 

* bleft to found fome cannon of a Xo- 

* put an end to a dangerous^war: vo'»-«o^jather 

* Grimaldi ciofs the vaft ocean into Mt/fj^y, 
‘ *with the letters andfcak,^t‘the high.J??^ ^flm^e 

* militia j you fent the fethcrsGer&inbn'S%2i-®^2» 
^ upon very important afiairs, to the.;yery<fartheft 
‘ parts of Tartary j neverthelefef*»ya 6 r 

* knows, that thofe, who aregovt:rned»by the pnu> 

* ciples of -a falfe religion, never ufe to ferve thric 

* prince faithfully ; they i^^moft ever abandon 

* wives to their own paflions, ar,d never aim at any 

■* thing but their own particular intcreft. ^ 

\ ' therefore -wr do laaftly difchaige our dn^r 

* and, if to this very wc have always fought th’ 

* publick 
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* publZk good, It IS moft mamfeft this zeal proceeds 
‘ from an heaij wellifreaed, full of efteem and ^ e- 

* neration,and (if^pmaybeboldtofay fo)ofafingu 

* laraffeftion for tltperfon of yourmajefty On the 
‘ contrary, if thish^^nceceiletofiibmittojou, it 

* T^ould be, fromthat very ame, contrary tonght re« 

», good fenfe, and all fentiments of humanity 

‘ This being fuppoled, fir, we humbly bef-ech 
‘ you to confider, that, after the fiitigues of a tedious 
‘ voyage, we arc at length arrived 111 your emp re, 
f exempt from that fpint of iftnbition and covetouf- 
ijiefs, that commonly bring other men thither, but 
' With an ardent defire to preach to your p ople the 

* only tru*e relig on 

* And truly, when we appeared here the firft 

* time, we were entertain’d with abundance of marks 

* of difimftton, as we have often faid already, and 
‘ wbch we dnnot repeat too oftsn In the tenth 
‘ y«r of Chun*tchi they preferr’d us to the foie dircc- 
‘ tion of the mathematicks In the fourteenth year 

* of the fame reign, they gave us lave to build a 

^hurch at Pekin, and the emperor himfelf was 
y >Jtlling to grant us a particuhr place for the bunal 
^•^^yrdead In the nveiity feventh year of )our 
\mVct^y’^glonous reign, yourmajeft) honoured the 
‘ /^CJatficr Vcrbicft not only by new titles, 

* bilfTalfo b^n??s«*you took tocaufc the lall offi- 
‘ almoftrojal 

'^^■'dtJgnt/icence Some while after, )ou 

* appointed an apartment, and mafters to the new 

* French nliiTion- ics, to faalitatc their learning of 
''ide Tartanag tongue In a word, >ou feem’d 

* fo well iatisfied with that deportment th-t j ou 
‘^caufed the fcrviccs thcy,had render’d to the Hate by 
»**thar voyages nvo Tamr) , and n-gotntion with 
f the Mufcovitcs, to be mTcr^ in the records of the 

* TUtion What o happincft, fir, and a glor) is it for 
^j'lis to be judged capable oPfen mg fo grea* a pnnee! 

’ II h « S-'ce • 
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^ ‘ Since therefore your majefty, who does A wlfelv 
‘ rfoTus vouchfafeth to em- 

< Sbk there « US. hoW is it 

« SS to r MandLriue fo ir- 

‘ "hkpttc^ “ve 

‘ cientlv Hpnlnf^ 4.1. l j !? one cannot/uiH- 

‘ X in a hf t e A‘" e°od old 
‘ fo I^uch fo r ™ '’““Wy 

‘ reAfol?„f h-T "“' 5 ^ P^-^^Wy to fpftd the 
* It is fnr til" which yet he cannot obtain. 

‘ tcftv- mnft h" °6 '■'. y^t 

‘ lakL ='■= here like fqt 

' who pnH? ** would injure no body ; naV, 

« fo!s quantls, wrahg- 

‘ fonfwefovt , it is for this rca- 

‘ in hand with tho ““^e 

‘ fo eflenttai to Sentiments of equity that are 
‘ on nerfons who h ’ eompaflion, fir, up- 

* carriage ifnr ’ i?*" A?® ^^y **'6°tmed of our 

■ Sfcdr •hatweareinnbcent.we 

‘ publick Jdift I Phe empire underftand. bua^ 

; "-is. 


: y°-/ubjef ti;nri?.„“riS“^^K 

. “d inurefubnunion. foaTbtS^ 

mJ<Ve « 5 _*— - .. . 


fof„^TA‘h=,6thS^ftb^ 


‘ year of the reign oi ^,nam- 
”?h >''°nth of the moon.’ . •' 

font i“Kdf r=<wo".-»Tri^ 

ritra, with an Arr , to the court of 

bcHufo there A h™ > butA 

turn in CKr. ^ ”rajn»« m all the courts of judicar 

• -- .rT-pr^i: P™. un'dl the 


* 5 th of the ’fiS- .1^ r I until the 
I-Ipou could tiftp of the year following, thr 

^ not anfwcr tiU the 1 8 th of the faid'^ 

month j 
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iHontfe* upon the whole, their judgment was much 
contrary^ to the emperor's intentions, and mtereft of 
the miflionaaes pw the Mandarines, having re- 
ported at large tip anaent edidls enafted againft the 
chnftnn religion,* concluded, that this bufinels re- 
* quired no farther , and that they were to 

ftick clofe to the firlV orders of parliaments, and of 
•‘the Court, which prohibited, upon gnevous penalties, 
the natural born fiibje^b, to entertain the new doc 
time of the Europeans , that, notwithftanding thej 
^ deem’d it convenient to pre/erve tjie church in the 
city of Hamcheu, and to give orders to the Manda 
/mies of tliat province, not to confound the chnftian 
^sJigion the /editious feSs of China 

The emperjr was, m a manner, asmuch concerned 
as the miffionanes at this new decree when they 
preftnted it to him, lie di/covered fome trouble at it, 
and left it for feveral days in his clofet^ without de 
^laang himlelf, to the end that the Mandarines of 
Eipou, having notice of it, might have time to come 
back , but, when he law their obfimacy, he was not 
Willing to make turbulent foints to reb-l , and, relbJ 
tho* fore againu his will, to fign it 
This news threw the fathers into a great confter- 
one Chao a gentleman of the bed cham- 
whom the emperor lent to comfort them, found 
A^prChy of compaflion He was 
pciAIed at itK^&lf (for he loves us dearly, and 
math d2^':dJ«^joon feVcral occa/tons moft fignal fer- 
^ iccs^ This officer endeavour’d, as he had orders, 
to moderaiSjtHcir afflKffioa , but, ^vhet^e^ it was that 
thefo fathers were not mafters of thcmfeJves, or, chat 
they had quite'grveti over all thoughts of keeping anj 
‘ further correfpon icncc ivith a pnnee that had de 
^ ^‘erted them, they uttcry upon this occaffon whatfo 
ever the moff khfibfc gytf « able to infpire into af- 
*f)[cffed per/bns 

^ What fignifv, m> ford, fi) the), all the favours 
^ic hath hitherto nJ-sfed the emperor to do us, ffnee 
Hh 2 at 
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wLmm ’i’S '■“= t° exalt us? 

™h ft ® *’= ‘*= hereaftl to fee us, covered 

wuh ftame and confufion, t»4?rve for a I’aughmg- 

empte ? =>"<1 be a fpeftaele to the W.ple 

i^Fhe he^'n . '°''ed us fo dearly., 

tn <- 1 , ^ tf hereafter, without being moved it Jt,* 
to hear that the rabble infult over us ? That his petty 

~s“b“ ^ ■" °P=" --ts ? rhaF 

exile u^ ft li'^ Z™™! P*’°'''ntes, that they, 

exdeus lhamefully from his empire > 

and oi rfelves for him, our cares, lludies,* 

of om bim ‘One part 

othere have ^ beady dead by their labours, 

othei-s have impair’d their health by the fame -nd 

of rieafi„rh by the fal defire 

ot pleafing him, willingly and freely faenfice all the 

^ atr “e °f our hfe to hlm^ ‘ 

lenaft ^y this zeal, that he would at 

hts T^r?' ' °L ‘bo religion, which we preach to 
to Z" '■'by^.'bould wedifiemble the mattZ 


-.ra.Z’i, ■ uiiitjjrmccm \ bCj'we^n'As 

ver haac had the lead tho„ghysifiv6ffi„'7ft^ 1. 

m octree ot our condemnation TUP? rou fee 
tTe f^-oF^lT^ZlZh-b-r^- -;.e « Ahertl^ 

c^mne^ ™,ld we hat; 'o:L 

;-pne. ihatZc aii aWc “ 1 .^. 

bIcZLVa "'■'b ? peat deal of trou w 

torrent of tears, made a gnat imprefi.on ' 

, Upon 
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upon the officer’s Cf^nt , he immediately to re- 
port It to the’emprtror, and dcfcribed to him the fa 
ther’s forrow m fich lively colours, tint this good 
prince ga^eway to fomc emotion J lave 
fat<4 he, fon^bt out all occajiom^ to ^0 them a kindi ef<, 
hilt the Chwefe have iraztrfed /tU in ^ood de/tgns^ I 
xcuhl at tits time forbear follc^wg the Jit earn y hnty 
ti P^erty bo^vezer the cafe Jland<y they may m'^Xe ac- 
count that llexethemy/'itdtb''t ijhallist foifakc de^m 
, In efFedt, he began more* thin ever to employ 
^them m his fervice , but yet, he no longer found the 
•lame eag?me/s in the execution of hrs orders, nor 
tl?e»fame? ferenenefs and aKcnty upon their counte- 
nances They always appeared bsfbrc him dejefted, 
irjumful, and as if their heads had been out of or- 
der by the fhrc\7d blow they lately receiv’d Hov - 
ever, he was/o far from being diffieartared, that he 
{irofofed to them, to fend fora doctor of phy/rck to 
court, whef was newly arrived at Macao, who, that 
he might be the more ferviceablc to the miffions, had 
^rned prieft of,pur company 

r oXhe fathers made anfwer, that this doftorhad 
and that too with a great deal of paffion, 
^o ^ii^Ioy his IkilJ, and alJ the arcana of his art, to 
priy ^ye mch a precious health, as that of his ma 
at the decree that had 
piftagainll the chniiiy’Sj lie was quite olr from any 
defign into China , ind that he was pre 

paring to return into Europe that, nevertheJels, 
finc^ Jiis Ti -jcdy ordered it Ihould be fo, they would 
V rite with all expedition to Mocao to have him come 
Whilft the nunTorarics were over head and ears m their 
melancholy, the viceroy of Hamcheu triumphed at 
Hte firft fuccefs, anej caft Aout how to take new mea 
fures, to fituffi his work ®He fetall thecommiffio- 
ners of the officers at work, for fcveral days, to 
diaw out copies of Vne Tiew^'Otsr, lo 'nave them 
^ifpers’d throughout all the provinces , at laft, htf 
(fliied out niore fevere order? againft the chnfttans 
’ Hh g thin 
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the vjdory, he font to the emperdr an ample requeft 
againft the miffionarics, to accomwiifh theirundoing j 
but this requeft came a little 1^^ late; and, when it 
was preiented, the face of affairs was already altered. 

- / pnnee Sofan, not being able to withftand the 

mllicitations of the fathers, and efpecialiy of father 
^ r n- friend he was, refdlved 
to lollicit afrefh on our behalf j wherefore he went and 
found the emperor, and reprefented to him whatfo- 
ever the moft zealous chriftian could poflibly have, 
ipoken on the like occafion. , * 

u before him, again, the zeal and deVotioii bf 

the fathers in whatfoever refpefted his perfon, the 
the fervices they had render’d the ftate during tV 
^rs, their being intent to perfeft the fciences, and 
to reftify thi lalendar. In a wordy- fry faid he. 
they are ^firt of peopk, that make no account of their 
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‘ H-Kcs to glorj, riches, iikI making their Tor 
‘ tuncs^ than to the fettling the fta{c ujion n found 
‘ bottom, vet) feu of them do purely aim at the 

* pubUck.good Thedftrangers, Olathe other hind, 

* exempt from lU pifiion, love the empire more thin / 

* ivc do ourfLlves, and do frank!) f’cnfice thcif oavn 

* repofe to the tniKjuillity of our provinces • 

* \N’^c hi\e cxpcritncM the fame during the^ahole 
‘ courfe of our ci\iivaars, ind in the late bicker 

* mgs we hid aaith the Mufcoaitc , for, to whom 
‘ do ) ou fuppofe us obliged for the happy fucce/s of 

‘ this negotiation? It would without all qucdion bf , 

* confiftent \7ith my mtereft, to afenbe -iil the ^Ipry 

* of it to m)felf, who hue been the plempoten ^ 

* tmy for the peicc , but, if I were fo unjuft as to 

* do m)fc!f that honour, to the prejudice of thefe 
' fathers, the chieftains of the enemies troops, all 
‘ my own'^ officers, and m) own arifty %/ould/ayrI 
‘ told an untruth 

‘ It IS, gentlemen, thefe fathers, who by their 
‘ prudence, and ir fight into affiurs, and the juft tern 
‘ per and moderation that they brought^ put an eSd ^ 

* to that important affiiir Without their co utlfel^ 

* we fhould have been forced to exa<5t, at th^^«cp?ntS^ 

* of our blood, the rights which the inju/^ice 

‘ enemies did foobftinately refute tothgspmpesQi^ or, 

* perhaps you would have hSd/l^S^^uble to^?ViS 

* wholly diverted of thci»^«^r, at ] ^rt_ .L /]!ould 

* have been no longer m a condition ^aefbnd them • 

* What have we done, gentlemen, in retain fpr 

* fuch eminent fervice ? Nay, what can we do for a 

* company of men, who demand iT-i{her-nches, nor 

* places of truft, nor honours ? Who efteem and 
‘ refpeft us. Without fo mi^ch as canng whether 

* do foby them* Certainly weou^tto be concerned, 

* if it were not m cnir p£»wcr fome way or other to 
‘ oblige ftrangers, who do fo generoufly facn^e 

* themfelves for us , aiTd I am inclin’d to believe,\ 

* gentlemen, that, when you have made reflections 

^ f thereon 
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‘ thereon, you will give me thanks for having dif 
‘ covered to ypu the only 'vray whereby they can be 
‘ come fenfible of our acknowledgment 

‘ They have a law, which is to them inftead of 
‘ all the riches in the world They adore a Dvity, 

* who alone makes up all the/r comfort and happ 

* nefs Suffer them only freely to enjoy the bene- 

* fit cthey pofiefs, and permit them to communicate 
' It to our people , altho* in that very thing they ra 

‘ ther do us a kmdnels, than we do them , yet they 
Will be grateful to us, and aAeptit from our hands, 

* as the recompence of all their fervices 

o* ^The^Tamas of Tartary, and the Bonzes of Chi- 
‘ na, are not troubled In the exercife of their religion 

* Nay, the very Mahometans have rear’d a moique 

* at Hamcheu, that dommeers over ill our pubhek 

* edifices The) oppofe no banks to thefe torrents, 

* th?tthreatehmundationtoalIChina men connive, 

^ they approve ofm fomemeafure all thefe unprofi 

* table and dangerous le<fts, and, nowwhen the Eu- 

* ropcans fue to us for liberty to preach upadoftnne^ 
,i^that contains Yio other than maxims of the moftre 

* fined virtue, we do not only repulfe them with dif 
Batn^i but think we do good lervice to condemn 
^hem juft as if the J-iws, that oblige ui to ftiut up 

* the entrance mto ourempireagainftluperftition, and 

vanities, h.,dlikcuire profenbed naked truth 
The pnpcc^xpatiJu ig much upon this point, was 
•^interrupted by theheadsofthca/p'mbJj, who remon 
ftrated to him, that, fi\ what he could, there was 
ftill foms danger left this new fcf^ might occifion 
fomedifordcr-iil procels of time Ard, that it was 
the part of good policy to ftifle thefe JiffJc mo iftcrs 
relicllion and difcord, in their \ cry birth That, 
in Ihort, they were foreigners, whofe fpint and ficret 
dcfgns were capable of aaminiftnng Ibme fufpicion 
j « What fufpiaon, rcpl>*d the prince > J have been 

* Colao this ten years, and I nocr heard any com 

* plaint agiinft the chnftans, }J;lic\cme, gcntle- 

* men, 
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‘ men, it v/cre to lie wifh'tl, tJut the whole empire 
‘ would embrace their religion. For, is it not that , 

* religion that commands children to honour and 

* obey their parciits ? Subjcils to be faithful to thnV 

* fuperiors, fervants cxaftly to perform the will or 

* their mafters: That forbids to kill, to ftcal,*atjd 
‘ to cozen j not to covet any thing that is yolir 

* neighbours. That abhors petjur^' and c.ikimny. 

‘ That didikes lying and faldiooil. That infpires’ 

* modefty, fimplicitjj;, tiprightncis and temperance. 

‘ Examine, gentlemen, and found, if poflibic, the 

* heart of man; if there you find onq fingleVic: 

* which the chrifltan law does not forbid, oron.e Vir- 
‘ tuc that it does not enjoin, and counfel \ I leave you 

* to your liberty to declare againfl it. But now, if 

* all tilings in it be holy and confonant to reafon, 

* why do you ftill boggle to approve pf it ? 

- After that, tlic prince, fedng tlieirminds to te wa- 
vering, propofed the ten commandments of our reli- 
gion, and explained them with fo much eloquence, 
that the Mandarines looking one ujjpn another, firjd- 
ing nothing to offer againft it, did ingenuoufly 
that one might conform to this new doftrine v/itho’^ 
any danger. The emperor, informed of wa/ 
debated, \vas picafed (for to render the action rrfore 
famous) to have alfb all the ininiftcrs of ftate tOaic 
convoked together, with the^dandarines of L/pou, 
who were Chine/c, to v/hom-they made4indwn be- 
fore-hand the refolutionof the Tartarian Mandarines'. 

In this general aflembly, they repeated all that was 
Ipoken in the private aflembly i |ind, after pir.ice 
&fan had left no ftone unturned to recover the Chi- 
nefefrom their old prgudlce, they came at length to 
this refult, that a law ftioiild be enadted favourable 
to the chriftians, which iras drawn up in form of a 
petition, to be prefented to the emperor, to obtaS-his 
confirmation of it; it ^vas»to this effect. * . 

, Heoupaiaj, fubjeSl to'yottr fttajejiy^ frejident of the 
Sovereign tribunal t>f ritesy and chief of feverfl other 
, * orderSt 
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orders., ■prefents to you this mefi humlie petition, ivith 
,aU the fuhmijfion'and refpeS^ ubicb be and all his aj- 
fejfors Du^hi to have for all your commands, efpec tally 
•iohen yru do vs the honour to r.equtre our advice about 
the inportant affairs of Jlate 

IP'e have fenoufy examin'd vihat any v.ay relates to 
tie Europeans, effho at trailed fron the extremities of 
the vso?ld by the fame of your Jingtilar prudence, and 
tther your eminent qualities, have paji that vaji extent 
of fea\ v.h ch feparates us froBf^ Europe Since they 
have lived amongfi us, they have merited our ejleem and 
c^lheas.ledgeyta:t, by the Jignal fervtces they have ren 
dend us tn the civil and foreign v.ars , hy their conti- 
, niial application to conpoftn% of books very curious and 
profitable , for their uprigbtnefs and fincere affedlion 
for the ccmmonv.ealth 

B(fides thefe fame Europeans are very peace- 

able, tley do not excue any commotions, or foment dtf 
ferenees in thefe our provinces , they do •urong to no 
man, they commit no jiotorious faPis , moreover, their 
doF\rine hath ro ^affinity voitb the falfe and dangerous 
felt' that tnfejl the empire , neither do their maxims in- 
cline iiirhdent fpirits to fedition 

Since" therefore ve do neither binder the Lamas of 
^a'^tary, nbr Bonzes of China from hazing temples, 
from offering ntcenff therein to their pageds , much 
lefs c^w v,e, vntb any reafcn, rtfiram the European, 
(ubo neithci cU nor teach any thing contrary to tie 
voholfoiiie hvjs)^fre^n hazing Iikezjtfe their refpefJize 
churches, U ere to preach thar religion in p thhek Ccr 
t airly thefe tzoo tk>vgs zcould be point blank contrary to 
ere another, an I zee fhculd mamfe/llyfeem to csntradiSi 
‘ curftKes 

" J{r( therefore juds^e it meet and e'epeditni,tLat all tU 
tempi's dedicated to tie Lo^dff leaden, m vlat place 
foss''" be, cu^bt to he preferved , and tlat 

-le may fafely permit all tbfiuhoz.cddl'nour this 
God, to enter trio his tenpUs, to effer sreeffe to hm, 
ard to pay that zc'rjhtp to tm, that latbltihtrto 
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P according to'ibiir a«' 

prejume to oppofe the fame 

thmMorT,r‘ your majejlfs orders 

sconicrioi s alf^‘ "’"’’'uuicale them to M 

cZe7cr,St'°'"'^'' P‘bn, as ai other 

the rLi P>o”‘ • ‘ the thi, ty firji yeatrof 

moJh ofth o’ ‘‘‘•y of ‘ieifecond 

TeZZtlhfZTT ‘’oofre/dentcfthefovt^ 

ouBcdCoIao,, wttb 
the, r general officers and Mandarines of thefirft order 

ble ^v'T™'' mtHjlnixprclU 

coDvoVif^f atiddirpateh’di 

emmrf u with the ftS of th( 

archives of thei preferved m the 

rto hfnuSlioH^r'^ Some time after, hecaufed 
the fonrfmo ^ throughout thetvho’le empire,, aitd 
SloE theprmci- 

L wr^ “ f 'i!'"® ff^erefore, 

Z'aTdm Jih T' i‘fi‘;‘you receive this Le 
^‘ot edm uith a mofi prcfoiindtefpesf , and as roo-Ks 
It cones to your hands, iead it HenuZZ;: v^fZt . 

hadV^at Pehif 'hVdSf'’'‘*'“^= 

to throw himfelf at the fet to ’ T"' 

mod hiimble thanks m his*Twn n ■ I f""'*'”' tun 
all the miffionanes of Chi„r Th^‘" “’5 
when he had befiowed on lim good pnnee. 

of affcftion caufed hinf r u 7 demondritioits 
.nto his pr^’v “e hv ftth“ ^ “fduaed back again 
the mathematiclS by father Thomas, Mandarid- qf 
rity of Hamcheii “‘'tincc into tt a 

J meheu m triumph, furrounded by chnf, 

tnns. 
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iiaiis, and, received by theiracclaitiations, who look’d 

upon hfm as an angel of peace 

NevertSclefs, as God mixesalwaysfomebitlemels^ 
with our comforts, the joy, this good father had con- 
ceived, was fooit Qvercaft, and allay d by the utter 
rum aif his church, involved fome time before in a 
pibhck conflagration, wheiewith the bcfl part ot the 

:%iriS^tnt-oc-rioi: to father Thomas, to 
defire the viceroy to boild a new church for the fa- 
ther , and he himfelf gave him to that 

the emperor expeiftcd it from him This Mantone 
was intolerably vexed at the ill l^^tefs o i 
pnaV which ?he hjte arrival of the 6*=^ mermfed 
' but he was quite befides himfelf, to think he muft be 
forced to lodge a ftranger honourably m his capital 
city, whom he would, with all his he|rt, haveba- 
nilh’d fome days hs/ore from his 
diflembled the matter hheawafe man, and, to ram- 
ply with the time, he afforded the m.ffionary one of 

'' rclimon feejyj d to tnumpu » •* rlrew 

- emPre, which the new edifl, ■" 

devotion rciid-rcd much mo . ^ of the 

- jhofe, who (hafl X'^o'ftuXtounrabledif. 

government otemnfl, »• > met with m fcrcwing 

hcultiijs that awdon of mens mJids from 

thc^ncliesimo t, theavcr.^_ 

SllhitoU companj ormffioaan. Entoj«hath 
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fupply’d ,,s with, the civilwars, and revolution 
diTcompofed the Hate in this Jatti 
of fhp m confefs, that this occiirreiice, cf 

‘ pLed n,*"- P™“y hath h» 

pSduI nf i ‘h" cannot be tf. 

confirm^Jl, ,„ ^^rlute tua man confrezM cafM 

in this vift "'h® hath wrought falvatio* 

Ihe e,rh «??”.’ '^hich they call the middle of 

calm iinoTi' ♦ti* "^h® ^ath for ever brought a 

hitherto fn^^'r ^“““ch agitated, and infamous 
S bmY 'hipwracks. Thou 5ia<l. 0 

whof^ ' ^ head of that proud f drago", 

Se dav aTdT •" “ "o- 'hen cU‘ 

the We^Il b,1 "‘Sh'- that is to fay, the Bail and 

h«“'M fub"rltt“ed‘to“thy e“ “ 

coTd t S./ “ani 'tB^tfto^cr^a 
qu!c'kfy'’bSk ,?,f byte 

lions for the falv don of a •'d' °cca- 

fuch a great chaLfas thar ’ he “Id me that 

underfiands that what ft ,u’ “/ l‘»d, when he 
fcarcc durft h„Z r ‘ ' 'h‘"Bs then ftoodj he 
t™EloTof iK “7“"' lallaccomplim-dfor 
arSen^om*^ Wr^of “""C'*! benefit of 

* f/il ,, "c hnow, moreover, that, fin..; this 

«dortd iK China ^ emperor*, ami?. at.J 

famou’s 
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ftmous cdift, the Chmefc run m crowds to be bap- 
*That the Mindanncs, ftill idolatc’^, build 
lurches fo the only true God That a prince of the 
Wood hath abjured his errors, and embraced the faitir 
.atidcrols of JcfusChnft That the emperor him- 
felf ciulcth a church to be ercifled in his pahee, and 
lodges themmiftersof thcgofpci near his own perfon 
^l^hefe happy prepannoiis will, without all quef- 
^ jtion, oblige the holy father to employ all his cares 
to the intire conipleating of fo great a worh , to 
that effeft we demand of him p.a(lors formed by his 
own hand, and rcplenilhed with his Ipirit mifllo- 
altogether unbyafled, Jearned, fejf denyingt 
^ thab ^om prudence with evangelical fimphcity , who 
> tttay feek the glory of Chnft, and that of the nation, 
rather than their own 

I^aft of all, we heartily wtfh that all chnllian 
kingdoms, out of emulation one of Smother, may 
, Knve (under the pope’s authority) who fhall dill 
^€nd moft numfters into thefe vaft countries, to ihnre 
"'ith us in our labours, and extend our conquefts 
Hx ) , tho* the moft populous umvcr/tfies and moft 
fan^us fern nanes (hould be tranfplanted thither, it 
Would } et be but few Yea, and ith all thefe af 
^ -fiftances, we ftiould notwjthftanding, to fpeak m 
feripture language, groan under the burthen and heat 
of thp day What would become of us, if we leave 
new bom world to a fmall number of labourers, 
whom the piety of fomedo there maintain^ 

It IS to ^eg this fivour, that I aflume the boldnels, 
my lor^, to intruft you, at this tune, with the con 
cerris of the miiTions I am well aflured that you nc 
ver undertook any bufinefs of confequence for the 
^ good of Chnftendom, ^but }ou accomplifh’d it 
Now, aJtho’ this that I propofc to jou were ten 
times more difficult than itis indeed, I am, m a man 
nC^fure of fucceft, as fbon as ever you ihaJl pleafe 
to take It upon you 
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■ my lord, to fuccecd harpil; 
m this bulincfs, it istiot ncceflary to exert, 'and pa 
m praflice all thofe qualities of mind, that make y* 

■ ever fupenor to greatenterprizes. That con- 
rummate wifdom that eoiidutls you thro* the moH 
whirh I, ^ O*' “"‘“mel intention of ^hd, 
Sri ■ “■'not interrupt, Th}t 

SrS 'nfinuating condufl, Co impenetrable to the 
of nprf j wntd, that art, l^eculiaf?o ydu 

perfuading, and obtaining what you pleafe. All 
this isiiot requifite to the buhnefs in’hand yoi need 
no 1,0 more here but abandon yourfelf to your own 
‘''^.'.'■/t lively and natural eloquenee,tSit 

animates your difcourfes, every time you are pleffed. 
■n *e faered eollege, to Hand up for the inrereft of i 

Slot- ’ yon ttprefent to Chrift’s vicar the 

urgent necelTities of the church. 

with as‘’mS^°“o?">'’ •ny'ord, will be feeonded 
Scs for '’■=■“ PtO-'Otn tnidro- , 

he equally 

them U g'^'.honefits that, you (hall pmcjret 
Ss wh-?rl,'’7'’, '’e“''8h"'ned by thefe d,Vine • 
SmiSl ‘^hp^'h as far a^tc.e 

the mr ^ I ^ forth, will, all theirlives long, blels 
z^'^of Hs thrift. ■and®ar&nt 

m^eft, the moft profound 

Zerbf, 

rcur Eminences moft bmbk ^ ' o 
and niojl ohe^ent Servant. ‘ ^ 
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Letter xiv. 

To Monftenr the Abbot Bignon. 


* A Gtntral Idea of the Ohfervations a? have made in 
^ • the lrtdics> and in Cliina. 

r^. 

A Ltho* you fhould not be at the head of the 
moft ingenious and learned xpen in Europe, by 
^e rank you hold in the Academy Royal j yet the 
Pinion I have always had to give you fome marks 
of*nTyeftecm, and to improve by your knowledge, 
■Would engage me to communicate to you what we 
hive performed in the Indies, aS to the perfeftion 
of fciences. 

, It is, llr, for tfce credit 6f this illuftnous academy 
(with which \7€ have fuch a Rri^t friend/h/p and con 
refpondence) that a perlbn of your merit ihould 
leem to have any eueem for the perfons it em- 
ploys in its fun<5iion \ and I fiippofe, the protetfrion, 
y^are plcafed to afford us in the world, will be 
^dKen kindly by them i but it is yet more our parti- 
■■ cular intereft, that you would feverely and ftiitflly 
exahiine our works, and that, when you have im- 
plored fhe effeem of the publick on our l^haJf, you 
assdiS, by an impartial and learned criticizing, take 
fpmp pains to perfeifl us, and make us one day wor- 
thy of approbation, and your own. 

It is not, fir, that I have a mind, in this place, to 
explain to*ypu in particular all that we have per- 
formed* to acquire a more exait knowledge for the 
’future, of the moOon of the ftars, or to deliver me- 
moirs to thofe whev defign to penetrate ferther into 
t^e fecret myftenes of mtare. This work, which is 
Di-^r'O large an extent, to be compnfed within the 
-.fopipafs of 3 fingle letter, will jerve for the fubjeia: 

I i of . 
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of an intire volume, which we hope Ihortly to ha^‘e 

the honour to prefent to you. ^ 

My defign at prefent is only to give you a general^ 
idea of it, to the end, that, underftanding before-hand 
the road we have hitherto kept, you may the better 
judge what is needful to be added, to make us eiiaft, 
or to be altered, as to our method. ' ^ 

When we departed from Paris, with the 
tions of the king, of his minifters of ftate, and or ] 
the academy royal, we propofed to ourfelves nothing 
lefs than the perfeillon of natural fcicnces ; but, this' 
projedl containing in it a great diverfity of mattery, ^ 
we fuppofed it convenient for every one to take fiis 
part, not only becaufe each of us had not 16 hure 
enough to ply fo many different ftudies all at once, 
but alfo, beciufe the fpirit of a man hath its limits, 
and it is \'ery rare to find, in one and the fame perfon, 
a genius equally proper for all thiites. „ 

So that wc agreed, that fotns of us ihoiild addifl 
ourfelves to aftronomteal obfervations, geometry, 
and to the examination of mechanical arts, whllft 
others fhould chiefly be taken up in the ftudy of 
what relates to anatomy, knowledge of fimpics, wif- 
tory of animrl', and other parts of natural phil^oi. 
phy, which every one fliouldchufc, according as his' 
fancy led him ; yet fo, that even thofc, whofhOuld 
keep themfclves within tl^e compafs of any fubjeft 
matter, fliould, nc\ erthclcfs, not ncgleft thd rifl, 
w'hcn time, place, or perfons fliould afford them 
occafions to make any new dlfcovery^thrrein ; v/e 
agreed likcwifc, tint wc fliould mutually communi- 
cate our notions one to aiiothwr, to the end, 'tLtt 
each one might benefit by the common reflexions, 
and withal, that nothing, if pofliblc, fliould cfcapc 
our attention 

But let us take what care wc could to fuccccd m 
this \mdertakinp, wc cafily perceived, that fix y-cr- 
fons bufied beftdes in the Audi of languages, ard W 

preaching 
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prallhin'g the gofpel, could never be able to go 
.thrigh withfuch avaft defign . it therefore came 
Si&onrmmd, flrft of all. to engage the Europeans 
that were at that time m the Indies, but above all, 
the miffionanes , to the end. that every one ot its 
might concur in carrying on a defign, equal y be 
nehcial and glonous to all nations Secondly, to 
elWdlk in divers places, fome partied ar houfc, 
wS^r mathemaicans and phJolophers Ihould 
l^our after the example, and under t e con 
^cacadenuans of Pans , ^/ho from l „ 

4^center of faences. 
thoughts, their method, 'ind their 1 » 

receive *(if I may be fo hold aS to ay ) / 

fleftion, our weak lights fT,f.mWves 

But thefe two expedients, wiflial caoable 

for the promoting of our projeft, an ^ ^ 

to Tsnder France famous to 

proved ineffeilual , -o fecond us, 

oTth^et^erSV"^^^ 

l’^:^“hfa«l “ 

m^anner quite finilhed 

-^herc accidents, tho ^“'‘’"'/ “'.hefonnda- 
toutaIenS;__weh^sd*o in China, _ Ml mnrn 


jutage us , we naci 

tiop Vfa fecund uWejato.? •" jCh....j^ been 

mcgrtSccnt than that of S fe\cnl others 

no tuohdilKcnk matter to have ba.lt ^ 

aftcr^vlrds at Comeo under the line, 

Mogul's countT) , tn ‘Jl n hofc fituation 

Tie TxcSnTnTYlurdcfisn . vvh=n 
might Lt hii..frt all I uropc on fire fo 

that vmverfal '«r. " ,^0 Ird. -s, and 

-J-i'S’i S;;C'ir.ih/orccd .,s forf^. 
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and that, all m good time, we fhall enjoy a calfr 
qually advantageous to religion, to the people’s / 
pinefs, and to the perfedlion of fciences In 
* mean time, as contrary winds do not hinder /kuhJl 
pilots to go forward a little, notwithftandifig they ^ 
much retard their failing , fo have we endeavoured} 
maugre all thefe tempefts, to purfue our fo*nuer 
iign, and continue a work, the eflay of 
you may fhortly fee, will not perhaps be altogeth|r 
unprofitable 

The difficulty that men have found from all anti-v^ 
quity, to regulate the motions of the ftars, vras nev^*^» 
to be overcome , either by the lucubrations of apcient 
aftronomers, or even by all the penetratioifof the 
iieoterics, what endeavours foever our imaginatiorf 
may have ufed to dive into thefe myfteneS of the 
omnipotent Creator, yet have we made but a forry 
progrefs , and we muft neais confefs, that heiven 
IS at a much greater diftancefrom our thoughts and 
conceptions, than it is elevated above our heads No- 
thing can bring us nearer to it, than a continued 
fenes of obfervations, and an inquir^into 

every thing that occurs in the fhirs, becaufe that , 
this continual attention to their motions (making<u3 , 
perceive the grofs, and as it were palpable jCnors* 
of ancient fyftems) gives occafion to aftronomers 
to reform them by httfe and little, and mal^e^tlv*m 
more conformable to obfervatton , to this putp^ii., 
in thefe latter days, men have fo carefully applied 
themfilves to the pcrfccSmg of infiruments, pendu- 
lums, telefcopcs, and of whatfoever may any vay 
bnng the heavens nearer to our cy cs 

Inlnncc, Liigland, and Denmark, and mdiicrs 
other places ui the uoriJ, they have elevated hug"* 
machines, built magnificent toN/ers, ns it were, to 
fcr\c mftcad of ftairs fo thofe i/ho i/ould proceed 
in this new road , and the proprcls, that many oh- ■ 
fcTintors ha\c a'rcadi nude, is fo confidcnhlc, ,inc 
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upon the fame line dra^^n from caft to Jt 

might fo happen, that the firll would fcQ the who,S ‘ 
,hod) of the fun, as it is commonly fecn, whilft thfc 
fccond v/ould difcovcr but one part of it There it 
would appear half covered, here it would be no more' 
than an ark of light, andftill, farther off, .it might 
perclnnce totally difappear ^ 

It IS likewife for the fame reafon, that 
^*ator, placed at the center of the earth, would not' 
behold the fun eclipfcd, as we do here , now this 
difference, whicit they term the Parallax, would in 
creafe, ordccreafc, accordingas this lummary^fhoflU 
be more or lefs elevated abo\ e the horizon , .this is 
what the Chinefe were hitherto ignonnt of, and of, 
which, to this daj , they have but a ver) (tiperficiai 
knowledge As for the Indians, much lefs capable 
of b mg pokfh’d and refin’d than the Chmefe, they 
arealwa)s admiring fuch wondSrful cfflyJls, mfo- 
much that the king of Siam demanded one day* ' 
if the fun m Europe was the fame with theirs m 
the Indies, fmee it appeared at ^he fame tin:\e fo 
different m tliefe two places . • 

Wherefore we departed on purpole from 
to get to Hamcheu, a confiderabie city in 
Vince of Chanfi , where, accoiduig to oupcalculaj. on, 
the fun was to be totally ^lipfed jef, it was not fo, 
becaufe the longitude of the country was I^D^yrt 
perfedlly known to us The heavens were that^S^ 
extremely ferenc, the place very coni^enient, our Ci- 
ftrument fitlj placed, and, being three obfervators, 
nothing was wanting that might render^ the 
vation exaft 

Amongli the. different mrthnds. tbatnjmj he-madfi- 
ufe of for thefe forts of operations, we made choice ° 
of two, that feem’d to ut the moft plain and eafy \ 
the one was to look upon the fun, with a telefcope 
of three feet long, in wham they had placed, at the^^ 
r Qcus obje&vus, a Reticula or little nrt,‘c”Uiiipc.ieS^ 

tivclve 
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twriva lUd= direads of raw f^ veiy Ml. =- 

Milly diftant one from anoA .y 

^ight precifely take Annertotheeye,* 

whofedhmeter appeared after this manner to tne y 

divided into twelve equal parts. ^ renrefenta- 

TRe /econd cennOing m that 

tJimof tliefun C^y j oppofitcto 

fes^tedupon a piece of ^fteboaj-^^^^. 

Sieoptick glafs, ^/’^’^fteboard twelve little 

had draivn V??" '’'JbtbigSft 'vllereof was equal 
conccntncal circles, ttie nils ^5 

to-. the apparent difcus of m beginning, 

mfy /or us to detemm^ f^y^b require no 

duration, and end of^tn P , y j-gguiated 
' more but a fmgle »P“t^inefrm as “hey corn- 
pendulum s but alfo Its o > (beiime that the 
monlycillit) its ‘/b-nds in covering, or 

ntadow, 9''”*“'*° f^Aefur: for notwithftand- 
■ uncovenng each part ^ ^ ‘ themfelves, yet 
ingall thefe there is rcquifiteim 

it^oth not therefore fotoii^^ „ over them, becaufe 
. equal number ot nunu retards or puts 

tPontinual change “f "„7,bo moon. 

/ri^rd the “Wyf'X nvenW-fourth part to the 

<trheJe to and we determined It to 

total covering of 'he fu . ^ half (for fo 

be ,1^ eellpfe of eight d pt calculation 

"atlronomcTS term i ) apparent dianiet^ 

juft,* they are.vront ^ ^ 

of the planets into „ obCcr^ 

info, fiTcty .minutes. quarters of the fun 

"foil of all,* that, m a manner not at 

“cclUd, 'hn day barfly toe 

. olhehanged by it ‘ ^>^bad othenaife nooceof Itj 

pcnrfVdit. if-j:' to^n ^ 

k that an ordinary oiouu 

produang^CJ^ j ^ * o-rnyarlK*. 
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Secondly, tho* we did not, at the hdght of the 
ecUpfe, fee more than a little ark of light, »yet mighl^ 
a man read very eafily, in the court, the fmdleft cha- 
* rafter •, I have feen fome ftorms that obfeured the 
heavens as much as they were at that time. 

Thirdly, we could by no means difeover ^ny ftar, 
tho* we endeavour’d it all we could j we only pef"' 
ceived Venus, which doth not denote any 
feurity, (luce this planet appears oftentimes, even ad 
fuch time as the fun is wholly rifen above jhe horizon. 

TheChmere,nofwichftanding, were terribly alarm’d, 
imagining that the earth was going fuddenly to JU" 
velope in thick darknels. They made an hydrous 
noife all abroad, to oblige the dragon to be gone. 
It is to this animal that they attribute all thc.difap- 
pearances of the ftars', which come to pafs, fay they, 
becaufe the ccleftlal dragon, being hunger-bit, holds 
at that time the fun or moon faft’betwcen.hls teeth, 
with a deftgn to devour them. 

At length the light returned by degrees, and eafed 
the Chinefe of their trouble j but we continued gur 
operation, comparing by different* calculations ^the 
greatnefs, continuance, and ending of this eclIp<A 
with the different tables of ancient and riodern;»firo^ 
nomers. There werealfo made at Pelrin/ 
cheu, and in feveral other cities of China, the very 
fame obfervations, which** might have ferved 
termine the longitude of all thefe different placei^ 
if we had not had more lure and eafier methods tti 
know it by. ** 

Upon the whole, thk obfervation afforded ao oc;-- 
cafion to make fome refleftions upon ftveral other 
eclipfes, whereof authors fpeak diverfly. Herodotus* 
lib. I . relates, that, upon t!ie very day that the king 
of the Medes and the king of the Lydians fought a 
bloody battle, the fun appeared totally edipfed. 
The combate, faith he, lattcda long timeijvlthcqua!^. 
p_dvantage on both /ides, till, all on'a’faddsr.7-^ck 
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darlcnefs covered the earth, and for a whde fufpend 
ed the fury of the foldiers Father Petau hath 
placed tins echpfe m the year 597, before the birth of 
of our Saviour, on the 9th of July, altho* according 
to his calculation, itoughttobe but of 9 digits 22 
jninbtes , imagimng, without doubt, that this por 
*1100 of the fun echpl^ was conftderable enough to 
thick darknefs which the hiftonans men- 
tion neverthelels, that is fb far from fufiicjig, that 
our laft obfervation ought to convince us, that liich 
an indifferent echpfe, as that vroSj^couId not fb much 
• AS be feen by the combatants , fo that it is much more 
provable, that this famous battle was fought m the 
year 585 on the 28th day of May, a day whereon 
there chanced to be a total echpfe of the fun 

Father Petau cannot dilagree with us about this 
lift echpfe, but, if we reckon it according to his ta- 
bbies, we fhall fmd that It IS but of ir digits 20 mi 
putes, that IS to fay, not quite fb big as ours , and, 
for that rcafon, we may fuppofe his tables to be 
defeiUve, becauft the 24th part of the fun fufficeth 
we have tftferved) to nuke the day pretty clear, 

^ otivithflanding, the hiftory would make us beheve 
that It was obfeurc, yea, and even rcfemblmg the 
l^rkwft night 

In the )C3r 310, before the birth of ourSauour, 
/^athoclcs kingofSTilj, filling into Afnca with 
his fleet, bound for Cartage, the fun totally dif 
nppeared, and the ftars were feen every where, as if it 
had bden *mid night ) whertupon, di> ers aftrono- 
jpers, and rarucuUrly Ricaolus, are of opinion, that 
' ihe tables tnat allow to this cclqjfe a greafnefi, that 
comes pretty near that of the total, 00 fufHncntJy 
I'.m'vkeoutthc hiftor> .ne>crthclefs, r is mamfcll b> 
what we have Observed, that the fbrs \rould ^c^ cr 
ha^e hren pcrceiird,*cfpecja!l> in that bnghtnefi, 
and after that manna^ihat D odorus and Ju^n fay 
be there had been anj fcnfib’c part of 
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the fun difcovered, except this fame part, not being 
cchpfed, had not been near the horizon, it hap- 
pened in the year agy, m the beginning of the reign 
cf Gordsanus junior , for at that time, the heavens 
were fo daricened, that it was impoffible to know one 
another without wax tapers, at Icaft if we give^- 
dit to JuUus Capitohnus 

The fecond ecUp(e we oblervcd, {bll more 
Table than the former, was fecn by father Tachard, 
m his voyage into the Indies, he was at fea on board 
anHoUandveflel , and, if the place would have given 
him leave to make ufe of inftniments, we fhould nV 
ver have feen any thing more ingemous on ;his 
hibjcfl: 

The eclipfe appeared central, that ts to fey, the 
center of the moon, was quite oppohte to the center of 
the fun, but,4becaure the apparent difcus of the 
fun, was at that omc bigger than that of the* 
moon, there was feen m the heavens a bnglit nng, 
or a great circle of light, and what is moft to be 
wondered at on this occaHon is, that father Tachaql 
afllires us, thnt this circle was at feall a fingci^s 
breadth, which iiould not agree, neither with tfl^ 
tables of anaent aftronomers, nor of the modems bij: 
It IS no fuch cafy matter, to make ajuft elVrnaccc^ 
the btgncfs of luminous bodies, when one judges 
onl) upon % icw , bccaufc thC light that fparkics, Vid 
rcfl'’fts, caufeth them c>cmiorc to appear much big« 
gcr than tlicy reaU) are • ■ 

However, thefe forts of cclipfes, avhicfi art. called 
Annulary Echpfes, are \ ay rare , j ea, an^ fonie ^ 
mathcmatiaans arc of op iiion, that there tanno: be ** 
any at all, bccaufc they fuppofe as a thing granted 
by all Jiands, that the diamettrof the moon, even* 
m Its apog*um, that is, at iw greatift dillancc from 
the earth, was alu-ajs either equal to that of the fun, 
or nen fimfjbljr greater ^ 



Maibmatical made m China, 491 * 

So likevvife Kepler, writing to Clavius upon the 
account an annulary cdipfe that they had obferv- 
'^ed at Rome on the gth of April, m the year 1567, 
pretends, that this luminary border was nothing elife 
but a btde crown of condenfed air, enflamed or en- 
^hghtened by the fun beams, broken or refrafted in 
’the atmofpherc of the moon This laft obfervation 
^ ,r;^abe capable of undeceiving thole who may have 
perfifted obftinately to follow the bke opmjon, as 
^ well as to dilabufe Ga(Iendus*s difapies, who ima- 
gine that the fun cannot overflow the moon above 

• &ur minutes at moft, that is to faj , by its 1 &oth 

F*rf 

Befides thefc two ccliples, we have alfo feen 
feme others of lefl^ confequcncc, which I /hall for- 
bear to mentjon, becaufe they contain nothingcxtra- 
ordinary Thofe of the moon hav^ moft employ’d 
’our tu^e, not only becaufe they are in a ^atcr 
number, but becaufe there ts greater difliculty to 
obfm e them well 

The brighter the fun Is, the more fcnfible js fts de- 
and the^^dy of the moon, >cry ob/oire and 
opake of irfclf, depriving us of ^eflght of it, doth 
po^ permit us to doubt fo much as one moment of 
\>cfiinning or ending of its eclipfc , but it is not 
fo with the moon, that docs not Jofe its light but 
■ by’dcgrees, and by an ^Imoftinfcnfiblc diminution 
As the experience wc have of it makes us better 

• pbreove all thefc difflculncs, than the moft profound 
/peculations , will ) ou plea/c, iir, to let me acquaint 

„ypu, iqfew uonis, what perplexes us mofl, as to 
this pou/t 

The earth, in its different alpcds it bears fo the 
•fun, hath alivajTsonchalf of its globe enlighteicd; 
whdft Its other^cmifghcTc muft needs be in dark- 
nrfs, llV-eatewl that is enlightened by a wax-cmdJe 
by night , fo that on o"nc fide there is a pttycftion, as 
It tad of /badow, ci fidlucn of a cone, 

the* 
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the point whereof is very far extendtd, and iofeth it- 

WheiT r” “I'vaflextentofai;. . 

caffes thrr,’7if-^°'^ themoon, by its particular motion, ' 
Sdherom ?^"=''''ous fpace, /he Iofeth her light, 
mark tftp her/Hf; but now, if we could 

comM n ¥ wherein fhe enters into it Snd 

Dinnincf ^ T /hould know exadtly tJie be- ' 

dente of the eclipfe, but fevemi^sS/^’t 

obfervek ^ fuffer us to 

obl^eit rvtth Co great nicenefs. 

the lhad°ow T t ^°”8 '""o before the moon touches 
border now mentioned, its oriental’ 

fun which ® ^"’^"j’ottion of;he 

5s to brri„’'/t“a'"fj'* ‘° time, ‘here 

fenfiblv unnn '^et fpreads abroad in- 

pSsTe rtVn,'’°/5''’'^*’’= '^Weh often 

Lmsthis “ 3 “««r of an houp and, • 

ecTofe annmTf ="?y" mcreafes according as the 
S e ^ confounded and mixed 

me. ® ng of the lhadow, that it is almoft 

caJ Knder an hP y” telefcopesj- 

timeronn ■ obfervator from miftaking fomc- 
t,mK one mmute, nay, and fometimes two. f--' V 

the intoi^’n^^'" r ‘Y’ celipfe is caufed by 

- IS'ftsTmorT* “ Ecorfaif whSh 

Penetatn mys cannot quite- 

■eapours a ^t' *5emtei>fition of thofe 

do'fcruS Sit'"’ m '‘“"’"C'- uud,-Iength 

tbefe vajSttint' °P ti,e earth. nSw 

fours arc fo much the mo.m thUffpeant, as 

they 
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they are the more remote from us , -whence it comes 
to pafs,^ that they alfo make a more faint fhadow 
the beginning and end of the eclipfe, and con- 
fequently, they do not afi^rd that liberty to obferv«- 
tors, to determine them with any exaftnefs 
•Y ou may underftand by that, fir, why We often 
difcover the moon, yea, at the very height of the 
fo far as to diftingiu/h her fmalleft fpoa , 
why (he paints herfdf at that time in fo -vanous 
colours, for fhe appears red, alh coloured, iron grey, 
bluiih, or fomewhat inclining yellow, infomuch 
♦^that fhe feems to be herfelf fenfible of her failings, 
and fhews certain figns of her different pafflons 
Ybu fee on the contrary, why in fome certain e- 
chpfes ffie totally difippears, and deals quite outof 
our fight All this does, no queftion, happen from the 
nature of this atmolphere, which changes perpetu 
ally, and thereby produces thefe iJifferent efiws 
In die third place, when the moon begins to grow 
dark near the horizon, it is yet more difficult to ob* 
ferve well the beginning of ic , and a man muff fake 
•fponal notice^ that the time of this apparent begin 
^ing, compared with the bme of its ending, doth not 
give him the middle of the eclipfe exaiftly, becaufe 
/tft“^^pours are much more grofs at the horizon, 
'than they are at 30 or 40 degrees of cIe>’atioti 
• Fourthly, altho* thodireil rays of the fun do not 
• pafs thro* theatmofphere of the earth, yet arc there 
a great many of them, that turning afide, or, as they 
Ipcak;, by bang broken byrcfniAton, maj enlighten 
the border of the moon, and confequentl) hinder the 
•'lhadofirjfrom bcmgcxaftl) taminated 

rifchh , It fomcomes cometh to rofs, that the flu 
dow begins to touch the oncntal edge of the moon, 

' afrrtc piloarwiKa-r AW" 4'«v.VJV’S*.TMiw^C'aisr Atnr 
thofej^t the Occidents! border, which makes, that a 
man cannot judge eqeiHj of the end and the b^^gm- 
lung « 50-owe, fir, all ibistcfuung of aflro''on\ to 

th- 
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the modern obfervators ; the andents went moiti' 
roundly to work in this matter, and Tycho Brahe 
himfelf did npt yet hit of it with all his fuBtilty. ^ 
,But the moderns have been more ingenious to 
find out thefe difficulties, than to find out an expe- 
dient to furmoimt them ; and we have more than 
once experienced in our obfervations, that it h not . 
without extreme trouble, that one arrives at th at cfc 
afhiefs, which is required by the learned of ouf^ag^ 
yet, have we this advantage, that we are a great ma- 
ny obfervators togtther, and that we are able, by 
communicating our notions and doubts one to ano- , 
ther, to come nearer the truth. Befides, the heaven^* 
nave fupplied os with a great many edipfe of che 
moon i and, there have but few years pafTed, but 
we might have obferved one or two. 

But, amongd this great number, that, which 
happened on th€ eleventh of Decenj_ber 1685, ^vas , 
the moft favoiuable to us i we were at that time 
at Siam : The king, to whom we had predufied 
it, and who defirea to try the goodnefs of our 
tables, was fo furprifed by conferring what he did* 
behold with our predi< 5 rion, that, from that time, htf 
had fbme thoughts of detaining us near his peribn > 
or, at leaft to fend fomebody to find out,^om^ 
French aftronomer in Europe for him. Me of-' 
fered of his own accord to build a magnificent Qfa- 
fervatory for us at Loiiveau, to render aftronomy,« 
if poffible, as famous in Intha, as it was become i^y 
Europe, fince the eftablifhment of the coyal ob- 
fervatory in Paris. And certainly, if eVer the fiars 
were the prefage of future events, all 
vens feemed then to promile us a happy fuccefs in 
this new undertaking; but it is not thefenfiblecourfc ^ 
of the planets, that rules our <Ieftinies here below j 
they proceed from an higher over-ruling power, . 
and all their confequences ar& written in that myf- •, 
terious book of divine providence, which* befor e all 

ages 
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nges hath determined the different events of this 
^ world 

" ► projeft of the king of Sam, fo ftimunble 
'to France, to natural fcien<«s, and to religion, \vzs 
tjuickljr put m execution , but the death of that 
^ good , pnnee overthrew it almoft in an mftant, 
ai^d changed the face of all things The troubles, 
arofe, forced our mathematician miflio- 

f rKsttrabfent thcmfeivcs, and thereby caufed, if 
may fo fiy, a kind of an eclipfe, which hath 
lb long depnved thofc people of the European fa 
cnees, and light of the gol^I yet, fhele clouds 
^ be^ ^o be difpelled They are very eameft to 
have ms come back again , but we have learned 
by woful experience, not to rely too much upon 
the good will of man, but to place all our confi 
dence m him, who alone can, when it feems good 
to him, bring light out of darknefs •' 

*This lad: efliy, for all that, hath been of feme 
ufe to aftronomy, and we can aflure you, that the lu 
oar echpfes obferved at Siam, Louv eau, Pontichcry, 
Fekiji, Nankiniii Kiam-chau, and at Gmton, with 
fcveral other places of the l^ft, will not only con- 
tribute to the regulating the ceJefbal motions, but 
hkpwife fO^e pcrfe^h^g geography 
. Altho’ the faence of comets be not of fo grand a 
confequence, yet it is not ^lefs admirable , nay, me- 
* thinks the cunofity of the learned Ihould be fo much 
|he^more fpurred on to attempt fomething m this 
^vay, as isomore difficult to fatisfy it as to this 
point, for it IS more than probable, that the wt of 
m'xt will tiQt be able in a long time to dive mto the 
bottom of thefc marvellous phffinomena 
* Comets are fo rare, of fb fhort continuance, and 
fo*different among/! themfcJres, that, if they be new 
bodiajh^ are formed and deftroyed m the heavens. 

It is hard, and *0 a manner impoffible to 
^lay down_g^ecal rules of their motions, or to 
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nofticate their appearance and continuance, if they 
be real planets. 

We have had the opportunity to obfefvc two cf 
' j ™’ r?' ™ “ province in the kin^ 

dom ofSiam, on the confines of Gimboie, towards 
the fra-coaft. It was in the month of Auguft ; 486, 
It cut the equator, pafling from north to fouth, in 
e I nth degree of right afeenfion ; and its own 
particular motion, that brought it Hill near-fiSTfinti 
quite abforpd it, at lead, into the fun^bcams. 

Ihe fecond appeared at Pontichery, Molucca, and 
nn. 111 the mouth of December i68g. Its 
motion was contrary to that of the formernit *- 
moved from the fun, and came nearer to the fouth'ern 
po e, running over the confteliations. Lupus and < 

’ VC r in thn beguiling of 

January to the enfuing year. 

comefr'-i'y® "" Smattering in the Science 

I" '■'""’P=n“ we are fuJBtiently in- , 
Itmacd m what relates to planets •, and what our 
bfcT' difeovered at Paris, fince the efta-, 
'r'" “^''‘wato'T. is ateady mattenof 
todeto negligence or ignorance ofthe ■ 

how’^rn'*, ‘ii'i='^n' ways of goinvAo work' 
moft riai^ T"'=- ?,'W.P'nee in the h^wns, -lie ■ 
Mt L of “sa, is, to, take 

^«r a tho,.r '"i'i* *= ‘i=‘’<l ft=ns. Pis' • 

o“an the rf years ago, that Saturn, the higjlefi; 
and near 'I by. tliy equMor, 

the fouthem ° u magnitude, fituated in 

tne louthem flioulder of Virgo. Tvchf, in-Jiis 
feSi\° ‘ v''*' ‘?'”tl'gn ; and^iSt aVo have 

that the telpf ^ ngmis, but with this advantage, 

ftrvnnw m make ouroT;- 

•he P?”*’'? “aft, thanffefe of 

1 who, for >hat pnrpofc, Inade onIy„ 
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life of theif'niKed ‘eye, always defetf^ive, at fitch a 
great diftatice, efpeciaMy in refpccfl of the ftars, 

’ ;5hofe apparenf'diametet is augmented by the light, 
arid by a land of Coma of f^rkling rays, accoiding* 
> to thd language of aftronomers, that refledt from 
their .whole body, which makes it many times ap- 
pear where indeed it is not. 

a good telelcopc makes them left 
^iittetinf*, rounds them, gives them their true big- 
nefs, and'fo approaches thein td the eyes, that 
’one does likewife diftinguifti them from one ano-* 
thgr, even when they touch one another at the 
t!d^es,*~'6r borders, and when they are juft upon 
unitarig togfethef. 

T^hus we deferhiindd the place of MarS, by the 
appfoathing of two ihtrs of the Scorpiort'^s head, 
that of the moon, by her conjunAion ^vith the An- 
tares, or heart of the Scomoit, and that of Vrous# 
that pafled near a ftar of the third magnitiide be- 
lofiglitg <o the ftme fign. 

This corjJunfttOn of JupKcr and Mars, thaC'haff- 
about thv end of February i68y, dfcC afib 
Wke^up feVel^rf days J wc w^ at that time at Lou"- 
V Veau, where the Jdng of %iiVt, who took a pride 
in ^ronan^ v>*d id obferve it in perfon W/th .an 
tarntflrteftaAdUnCifincfs, that IhcWed more of fu- 
perftition than natunil canoifity. 

bje had' a fancy chat this conjun(ftion V.'ouJd be 
him, and that if ^vlas an afTarcd prognoftica- 
tion oT his death. Wc endeavour’d, but all in 
Vain, to nndeccive hiiuj by M.'Conftance, his pciii- 
cipat"mintf?cT of date, whom we niadc appreben- 
five, that the events of thft lower world have no 
jCommunlcatiort with the particular morion of the 
pixels i and» that aUho* out deftiny fliodtd depimd 
' th?rCo)»Ty^t the king wa^no more concern’d idle 
r than the moft abjeft of his fubjefls, for whom the 
~j_r^ ‘ ■* - K k fun 
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fun and the flats do as well turn . rijife, as for the 
greateft potentate upon earth . ’ 

Neverthelefs thefe reafons, nor' abidance 
' him to rights : he flill maintaih’dr 

'“"g. and that he, 
fliould be a dead man within a few days : in effefl 

fppt fnr 

be r ■ u ^ caufe of his death in the heavens, which 
he rarricd about him for feveral years ; afThaitual 
diftemper did extremeiy trouble him at-that very' 
time ; and that,, without doubt, was the triie ground 
of his fear and prediiftion. 

Ido notknoiv, tir, whether or no thefe-obfefva- ' 
tions will appear Angular and odd to you ; yct'me- 
thinks, this, at leaft, which I am going to have; the t 
Attention ^ ^ “ httle deferve yoiir 

hitherto hath been the 

P abforped in the rays of 

ninllxr vapours of the horizon, he conti- 

y ICS, It feems, all the courfings and careffS? 
of aftronomcrs who are put to as^uch trouMe tc- 

mero chymifls he to fix their ^ 

mercury upon earth. . ^ 

mar^^TTTf*^* ^ r'\ °f C^^rJcmagrie, tha^ the* ‘ 
ahlc nur tiipes, dc/pairing of evf r being 

remote frnm*T^ ''^^*** facthe^ 

fun itfelf ^ endeavoured to find him;rn the 

fonipfJmf*! which they fulpcfte^ he' nught 

found him fuppofed they had there 

ound him m the month of April Sp% orKither 

of th*. counted the beginning , 

Ws gohg’^^' iSiHo--- 
cloud. 


— ^ uaj s, uio 

coming out were hinder’d t>y a 


' I wondi"' 
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I 'wondcr^is obfervation could have been able to 
judge that this was Mercur)’, who is fb 
, far from fpending eight days in running over fuch a 
Ikde .^ce, that he iwu/f, according to his natui^I 
couSe, finifh it in a very few hours j befides that, it 
is utterly im^ffible For a man to perceive him in 
, the fyi>^ without the help of a telefcope, and that 
too a very good one. What therefore they then 
faw, 5r fuppoled to <ee, was, without douhtj a /]x>t, 
not thofe tliat have^o often appear^ fincej 

but bigger than ordinary, ana conijiicuous enough to 
be di{a5%'er’d by the bare fight. * 

’ CJaflendus was more fortunate. Anno t ^3 1 , on the 

FfJVsnth of November. * The obfervation hemadeof 
it J^th rendered him fo famous, th.nt fomcauthois, 
dj "3^0 him honour, have dedicated their books to 
him, as a perfon to whom aftronomy was infinitely 
obliged •» fome others allb have fignShz'd thcmfelves 
"^y this imfious difquifition i wean: the laft thrft’havc 
had occafion to imitate them, but our obfervation 
peradventure m.ny not dcfcivo the meaneft cfiecni of 
ttU thofe whic^ have been made. 

, We wcTjat Gmton, a maritime town of Chiin, 
and prctcjt, ell known by the Europeans trafnek t 
wc appl ied ou^ clves to the particular fludying of the 
reotion^bf "tfiS^hnet, and that made us judge, th.ir 
it y/ould not bcalfogethCT impolTiblc to difcovcrit in 
the fun, on the tenth day ot November 1690J to 
that end wc prepared t>'o excellent tcJefcopcs, the 
■nno of five feet, that bore a Reticula equal to the 
. <^i''ided into twelve equal parts, and the 
oi’ccr^t twelve feet, writb its Rcncula compofed of 
four threads, one whereof nrprefimted a paraJJd, the 
othcr'^thc mcridan, and the two others cut them a: 

Ac angle of fortv-five Jcgircst we alfo resfUfied our 
*^dulums : bclTdcs all^ this, the heavens were cx- 
fccdin^wlctrand rfn:.fc , and haring the wbd, wliich 
' * ’ K {c 3 v,*i? 
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was a little violent, we could wfli for iWfetJg to th^ 
focaftnefs of our obfervation- 
Mercury appeared to us like a black Jjointor*' 
fpeck, wluch, entering into the body of the 
over it, in three lu>urs and a half, c^.jhereabouts ; 
we exactly obferved its time, entrance, departure, 
its diftance from the ecliptick, ite apparent (vnftnefs, « 
longitude and diameter. Wcunderftood likewlfe by 
that, with the greateft certainty in the worldf that 
this planet hath no proo^Hght of its owif*}-'fiiat 
body is opake, and^tha^ it is, at leafl, fometim^ fefs 
diftant from us than the fun, the which could no^ ^ 
formerly be determined but only by conjefturer^ 

We owe, lir, thefe fine d^fcoveries to the invCir- 
tion of optick-glafles and telefcopes, as we do a / 
I many other things, which in thefe latter ages ahe 
the fubjefk of jhe new aftronomy ; fo that as,' by 
mean^of microfeopes, we multiply thc'irioftiirupfe, 
bodks, ^snd magnify the moft minute and- almoft 
iiifehfibleones y fo likewi(e,by help of thefe telefcopes, 
Wc approach to our e^'es the moft diftant objcdls, and ^ , 
do abridge thofe infinite fpaccs that fep^te the fi^‘ 
munent from the earth ; art having ^ a luann*’ 
forced nature to fuffer men to have freehcommer« 
with heaven for time to come, and«2ef^2ZthematI^^ 
dans enter more eafily into a kind of fbeiety with 
the liars. c e“ 


We find, at* prcfi.nt, mountains and predplces 
the moon, we difccm Its leaft fhadows, thatincrec*'- 
or decreafo, according to the difterent pofturr of 'tlfc 
fim > w e meafure the Maculie of planets, 

Ihrcwd guefs of their colours, latitudes, and’ofthttr 
circular motion about their center. It is by that, that 
men have perceived that prodigious ring that ap- 
peared In the air, fufpendca about. In form 
.t\nult, or like a br.dge, fhat^ would encomr^.d-S 
whole earth without archesT witKL-jt'pdes,* without. 
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Vj^oxir^age f^^ort, befides the uniform weight, and 
t^ei^eWKffitinuity of its parts. 

V GaIIil<^5, and many other aftronomers, have in 
their brains on the rack to explain this my- 
ilery > they iosk^ upon tWs planet as another Pro* 
•tens, always changing, always differing from itfelf j 
to dayyotmd, then oval, byeand bye armed with two 
Anfa’s or liandles, that open or /hut, according to 
the time of the revolution ; orclfe accompanied with 
that vaulted lip and down wthouc 
■ ever forfaking it : iaftly, cut the middle with a 
broad Fafcia or fwathing-Johd, whofe extremities 
were^Sctended far beyoi^^ (phere. 

\Te have a long rim^ examined this wonderful 
.wwl5»t)f the omnipotence of our Creator; and, not- 
wifivffanding we cannot but admire M. Hugens’s 
ingenuity, who hath reduced to fi>^h a plain and 
Owe ^f yliem ^all ^hefe laming irregularities, y« frr 
^ that, •we muft confefs that we are %noihnt of 
much more of it than thaf learned ailronomer was 
able to difcovcr to us, 

7 It is Icfs di^rcult to explain the different figures 
oFMars, h^^^ry, and Venus, which appeared to 
us‘fometimft round, fometimes gibbofe, fometimes 
d^tomifrd;.=2wi!ever and anon in faihion of a bow, 

6r fickle ; ’and the truth is, when Venus approaches 
theVUn, and when Ihe is btlides in her Perigaeon, /he 
««oeafs ’in the telefrope fb little different from the 
^ commit a 

fmftake. « ' 

-* 4 l|jicWneitibcr, thatcaufingaChinefe to obfen'c 
it in*Qlfe 'pofturc, who had but little fkill in affro- 
nomicaf fecrcts, he did no longer doubt, but pre- 
fcntly* "^gave aflent;, and making 1^ at the 

^e time take norisfi oftbe moon, at a place in the 
farpanop^ ’he cried out for joy, and 
me then,/tlKfthc%ow comprehended that 
^ Kk 5 which 
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ivlilch had always perplex’d him : 
fays he ferioufiy, bow the moon could chan^ faces^ 
^ten^ and appear fometimes tn the wax, arid fometjn^p 
in the wane % hut now J perceive it is a body 'hvd^Jci 
of feveral parts, which fometimes a^'-Yuleji in pieces, 
and then join'd together again after fame certain times, 
for to day, at leaf, I fee one half of it on S»;JidCi 
and one half on the other. t 

The knowledge al{p-that we have acquired by 
telefcones, concemirw the number of . 

llkewife more curious,^ That large Falcia that em- 
braces almofl: the wholff'heavens, which they com*' 
monly call, for whltenefs^l^e Milky-way, is a^Coh- \ 
gerles of an infinite num^'r of minute each 

one of which, in particular, hath not ftrength enh^h*" 
to affeil our j no more can the Nebulofae, whyfe 
dim and confuied light is like to a liflle clord, 
•iicaik^a comet, yet it is compounocd-tyf^fevMl 
ftars j To they reckon thirty-fix of them m that of 
Pr^efepe Cancri, twenty-one in that of Orion, forty - 
in the Pleiades, twelve in the fingle liar that rnajeev/ 
the middle of the fword of Orion, ?h^e hundred in-', 
the extent of two degrees of the lam^onftellation,^’ 
and twp thquland five hundred in the whofe fig^’» 
which hath given occafion to lbmc^?^fn:rfginc, 
fhe number of them is infinite. 

At leaft it is true, that the prodigious bigrieti of < 
^ch ftar, which, according to fome, differ but h 
from the fun ; that is to lay, whole globe is 
a thoufand times bigger th-m that of the earth, wH ch 
neverthelefg appears but as a point ir 
ought to convince us of the will e\tent‘df ^his*uni- 
yerfe, and of the infinite power of its Aufh^. ' • 

I cannot, fir, finifh^thts dilcourle, before f 
fpoken of fome obfervario^s VTO-'have madc'of/^^w 
i>atemtes: thefeare fo n^’“5KMs.,pIanctrrn3fbe-^, 
long to the train of bigger ones, were^detetSt^’* ' 
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•/afTp continually cum about Saturn, Ju 
. Ibme nearer, and Tome farther off 
ft^ the tenter of their motion , they fculk. fome 
tinl^fcbs^ind thar body, Comctimes again they are* 
plutjggd^ntojJiatJhadow, from whence they come 
out more fp'i^ndid , nay, it even happens, that when 
they ®^between the fun and their planet, tliey e 
chp&^ne part of it 1 havefometimes beheld, with 
a rfeat^eal of delight, aXack point, that run upon 
Jupiter, which One would have taken 
“for ilemifh, yet m effect wadnojhing elfe but the 
fhadow of one of thefe S^rfJites, that caufed an 
"titCfflt upon Its globe, moon does upon the 
eartlf, when by her mte^ofition fhe deprives it of 
ihe/^’s light We do not know for what particu 
lar^A nature hath defigned thefe SateJJites in the 
havens, but that, which we aftronon^^s make ufe of 
(ywr''h‘ _Ygcy/ fefijj for the p-rfedion of geographv ^ 
and l^nce^d Caffiu hath communicated his tables to 
the obfervators, one may eafily, and in a very fmall 
determine the longitude of the prinopal cities 
2^ ^he world ^ mfonuch that, if the irregular mo 
tioh of ftipfjAvouId permit ns to make ufe ot the 
^itf(«rpes apfea, the laence of navigation would be 
p^feft ei¥'£gi;uj«nake long voyages with a great 
■nbifl of fa/ety 

, "V^Se have oblerved thc*immerfions and emerfions 
■^^he Satellites Jovi^ at Siam, Louveau, Ponticher) , 
Cape of Good Hope, and m fevcral cities of 
“CMn^, vbut*thc obfcrvations nv’de at Nimpo and 
0^_jjziL-^9«’hat are the mofl: eaftem cities, have rc 
duC?tf*Ai^^i^t continent t« its true limits, by cut 
ting ofP above five hundred leagues frow the coiintr) , 




fubfifted but, in the itnagination of the 


fir, I ■’^hat refptifh the pcrfcdlion 

you morco\’er, that wc 
K k 4 have 
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have taken fome pains to determine K^ig to the , 
coafls, ports, and the moft confiderable 
Eafl, by ty/o other methods. Firil, by a 
cumber of obfervatlons about meridian 
the fun and ftars. Secondly, by divers inaps and 
fca charts, that our voyages have ^v^n*^ ‘oc^^on , 
to invent or perfeft. 1 have a Ruttier, or dire^pry>* 
for finding out the courfe of a vefiel from 
Pekin, and from Pekin to Hamcheu, where’^e 
have onuted nothing that inay any 
to the perfedb knowing the country* foTrirartne 
particularities pf It^reSn my opinion too large \ nfy»^ 
and even too troubleloihe^o thofe, who, m 
fort j of relations, do ratherf ftek after delight th%n 
piofit ^ 

I have alfo by me.the courfe of the nvers 
lead from Nan^tm to Ginton, it Is the work of 
or three mont’ds, and a tedious one I’l, 
ybu, when one would do things to : the 

nnp IS eighteen feet long, and each minute takes up 
above four lines, or the third part of an inch } 6 
that all the bye ways, the breadth o^he river, 
fmallsft iflands, and leaft cities are therv expftly and^ 
accurately fet down. "We had always tue fen-s”'^^" 
pafs in our hand, and we always ^Y' 

ler\ e, ever and anon upon the road, thfc mendiarf- 
.iltnude of every particular ftar, to correft our^cfli- 
mate, and determine more e>jiftly the latitude* of 
principal cities of the country. 

Whereupon^ fir, I cannot forbear making»fo;(lC* 
reflexions jn this place, which nny one 
perhaps for the refolvjog a matenaV 
phyfick Men arc not yet furc, whether alSfcas in 
the world be upon the level one with anotfierT^dl^^c 
puicroiis principles of-f^nU philofophy wNh li^^V 
that all Iicjuors of thclat^P luniL that 
tatc QIC T/i:h arothcr, do IpfSTcfTh^^ynly," 
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or by the preffion of the air j 
TS'^^jy^P.^/take the {nmc furface Moft of the ex- 
a.^iment» are in this point pretty congruous to rea- 
fome later refleiftions have ftarted a doubt, 
^ whether or no the fea had not really fome incli- 
more elevated m lome certaicv 
placea^an ui others What I have remarked, touch- 
map! but now mentioned, leems to back 
lafl* opinion ;t 

4 he provinces '^of Canton and Xiamfi, h 
» to'^tf^Teen a mountain, outjof which ifliie two 
rivers , the one flows towa^' fh*e fouth, and, after 
watered fifty leami«of the country, it dif- 
imbcgues into the lea nwr the city of Yamtchevi , the 
^otl^flows contrary, viz to the north, croflcsfe- 
provinces for the/pace of two hundred leagues, 
tiM turns afide infenfibly, and into the ealfc 
of/ Japan, infomuch that tne emboucheurs 
or tnouthTbr th<? two nvers are not diflant from 
one another (if you do but even follow the coafls 
Aat feparate them) above three hundred leagues oc 
•-Cfereabouts ^ 

•Neverth:^s, the northern nver feems more ra- 
!ttjid=5jts \ilnoIe courle, than that of the fouth, and 
Wig btfide«^ ^,fi:a ;r times longer, it muft needs be 
=>tlTOt the feas, where both of them meet, have a dif- 
feropt elevation, or, which is the fame thing, are 

S ?on the felf fame level 

til not fpcak, fir, of feveral other maps, wherein 
vg reformed part of the coafts of Coromandel, 
MoUicct, Mergui, and of Camboje, 
have not ,yet attained to that per 
feftio^ pat we hope we may be able to give them 
h\^^ef Bat )ct I have two of them that at pre 
may mtfimj ft? rspre» 

XliLsilip j^dUport of Nimpo, the moft 

.^ajjggrous in by rcafon of the mul- 


ranejeje^ ivjmpo, tncmoic 

by rcafon of the mul- 
titude 
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titade of ifles Md rocks that cover to the 
and put thclhdfirllcll pilots to a ftand™?,!^ 
fubjomed thereto the courfe from Siam td China, 
unth a profceftof the chief coafts. of ifles 
not met with by the way; 

Iv curious, anfStealheom 

*‘*’^*® occafion the Europeans 

tom-ake ufe, in their tfefcnx! 
litrle ca ^ know not ^at memonurddritsk^ 
h trie confiftent with trkth, that, as far as 

to deprive us of th^ 
e ge of It. But rilS-ovar breaking out foh:^ 
ST* r®F;r ‘he emri-ror of China and fiie 

duke of Mufcoty,_ they have on all (ides diligi^y- 
examined the hnjits of realms, the bignefsS 

defarts, and whatfoever could any tvayVbe achSj 
anS m^ght^uce, 
& th™.'’ ‘“"“foia andlfling peace 

'hcfc memoiresthat fell into father Gef> 
p:,f ‘ha father hath alfo takeA yeial joui*- 

heir^ hundred Ie?gues m\o the=^’ 7 ^ 

the well- , he country, going (osasricscs toward/ 
^ pplfi,! ‘h'fouth, obferving.Vs muCli ■- 

““‘“e, thclpngitude and Jatituda-bf , 
he hTk ■’ ‘h 'h-‘ the map: tha>/ 

VrithfriJ?/?,™'' begins at prefent to fupply 

®cLtry. ‘'“P"''”™ “"‘5 

‘'’'"B® ‘Iftt are moll tii^ttopmrat 
^ “ "■‘*8= °P mou,asS that 

!°- ,‘1'° 'hf.P'a between IbSVsft 

PolHble fn ^ bath^^n, to ^5 day, almoll im-/^ 
Which hnuw^^i^.doilc its^ans/ 

W makes feme fufpea, rianfiaifc of AfiaS^t;' 
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2 at this place contiguous to the firm 
. -^mcnca \Vcha\e,befidcs all this, made 
eral otfcrvations cojiccrning the vamtion of the 
ncc3 t^flpon tides, upon the length of a fingle pen-* 
howcier contnbutc fomethifig to 
‘"the perfe^on of arts md focnces 


; nitunl philofophj, amtomv, and bo 

tan> , , 

* *, Our fojouming at Siam aiJbrded us an opportuni 
' view fcveral piroflmr animals, which we fel 

dotfi or never fee m l\uropc , as for example, the 
the nature of which we have defenbed, as 
f jL^Jodtsdociblenefs, ftrength, courx^, dextenty, the 
irtpnor and extenor contexture of^ its parts , to 
•gethe^uJj/ divys other properties, that the very 
people <ff that country, that are nccufiomed to 
them, cannot chufc but admire 

• Jf There have we feen tigers, much different from 
_ritiiorc that fomenmes to feen in France, and 

^the r counties , whether ) ou look upon the colour, 
rwdifh fallow, interlaced with laige black 
\ ftreaks, •Qr'*'w'JiWher you rcfpeil the b gnefs, which 
j fo*metimcs is equal to the bignels of horfes , the) 

• calJnhpm Royal Tigers * thole they call Water Ti 

do*exaAly refcmble a cat They live upon fifh, 
do commonly live m woods, or upon the banks 
cv nve» • 

Ilkcwile to be l^n y our rhinoceros’s, one 
on^cMeft animals in the world, in mv opinion , 

, Kha^^merefemblance witfhji wid boar, only it is a 
iitiAc b^ger, the feet ^f it ijjmcwhat thicker, and 
*^hebpdy more ciaitcrfy leaped , its hide is covered 
wfh '■'itckjliifee f^es, of a blacki/h co 
^ctnordin^ hardn Is t 


they are divided 
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into little fauares or buttons, riling^,,' ite 
of an inch atove the lldn, in a man^Sj-Ln: 
of the crocodile ; its legs fcem to be eitgagcd 1 ; 
V ’’“d ""upp'd 

mni V hood ; which 

made the Portugucfe to call him 

^ head IS thick and grofs, its mouth not wide, its 
muzzle thruft out raid armed with a long thlcteisi 

und cTeXt” 

But that, which feems the mod admiiabirfrt!us 
animal is tonguK^which nature hath covei;- 
ed with fuch a rough ^Rcmbrane, that it diffels' 
of ,n 'I'd d off therein 

mils * L d '"°rd» as we fee fonuyrai- 

whnr,^7ii B°°d ragouft of tWftfer, 

mifies of the nerves of the tongue i\ fo Jikei^ife, 

treel delight in Iting'^ches 0 / 

trees, amed on all fides with ftiff thorns : I hav,e 

‘ J "'J’ol' prickles we(r 

very hard and long, and 1 admired Jiow cunning 
iy and greedily It bended them imm^ilately, aiTd 
cham^ped them in its mouth without Woingwffslt 
indeed, thejtihaietimes drew 
mom o'? f ""y tf^made them 

woimH? . and th?e little flight 

its tnoo ''fa no other imprefllan upqps 

Wlift'^’ ^ P'PPar does upon oun^ 

mom m ?t f" ’d 'I'ndla of Borneo,, 
more remarkable, and furpaffeth all that 

mimble. The people ^ the country affiSVs, as 
y ^dorvn to be Sne. t&sig 
man wb^f a &-t,of beaflmlled theSavageV 
^n. Whofe fliape, ftature, ffiuiShanee. arrosoh^-y 
and other members of the*B^^,ro Ifefo^ 



^ ou?r’ ' ppc the vcncte only, onelhould have 
-i. to reckon them equally men with 

'•-^tain Batbanans in Africa, who do not much dlf- 
'' fer 'fr^ni'^bettfts. f” , * 

, vP’i.^vage-man, of whom I fpeak, is 

-endued w«<?-^cxtraoTdmaiy ftrength, and notwhh- 
fbnding he walks but upon two legs, j'et is he fa 
fw^ft-pi* foot, that they have much ado to outrun 
hii^ People of quality courfe him as we do Bags 
here^nd this fort of hhnfirtg is the king’s ufual 
•divertifcment. His fkin is all haiy, his eyes fiink 
in, his head, his countenance Aem and tanned; but 
all lliieaments are 'ptftty proportionable, itho* 
hari%>and thickened by fhe fun. J learned all the/e 
parficpllrs from one of our chief French Tnerchants^ 
hath remained fome time the ifland $ 

^so^erthelefs, I do not believe a ‘'^an ought to 
gjve' much credit tofuch forts of relations, neither 
mu/l we akogethert'ejeft them as fabulous ; but waif, 
till thcr unanimous teftirtionies of feveral travellers 
pay more particularly acquaint us with the truth 
oj ft. ^ ' 

• Fading upj^ a dmC from China to the coaft of 
^C.^FRSt'radel,^ did myfelf fw, in the ftreights'of Mo- 
[lu^a, a kind of,>Me, that might make pretty ere- 
-nibfft that which f juP- now related concerning the 
Sav^^man. , 

marches naturally upon its tvro hind feet, 
it bends a little, hfce a dog's that hath 
tJ*u3ht rfo dance > it makes ule of its two 
j its vilage is in a manner as well 
fevotjT€A Si theirs of the Ope of Good Hope ; 
buL th^tody is all over Covered ivjth a white, 
grey wool ; ns to thj? reft, it cries exadl- 
a chdef; ffie w^ofc cutwntd atHhn ra A 
hth?»n,^nd the paflTons# fo lively and fignificanr, 
men csn-TcPr* wprefs better their «.n- 
“ a' ceptions 
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teptions and appetites. They do to 



to be of a very kind nature ; and, tolhSJIL^. 
fe^lions to perfons they know and love< they cJJJi 
» brace them, and kifs them with tntn^^^'5 
furpfizc a man. They have alfo a certain motion^, 
that we meet not with in any‘^ailVto:irj^fop^’’ 
to children, that is, to make a noife with 
feet for joy or fplte, when one gives or 
them what they paflionatcly long for. •“ . 

Altho* they be very big (for that I 
at lead four feet high) their nimbleneiT'an’d 'flight 
is incredible : It'is pl^fure beyond expreflion to fee 
them rUn up the tackling of a fhlp, where tficV 
fometimes pl.iy as if they had a particular 
of vaulting to themfelves, or, as if they 
paid, like ou^«rope-daiiccrs, to divert the 
pany. 

Sometimes, fufpended by one arpi, they pon® 
themfelves for fome time negligently to".try tnen^ 
felves, and then turn, all on the fudden, round 
about a rope with as much quicknefs as a wheel,^ 
a fling that is once put in motion ; Sometimes hci ^ 
ing the rope fucceffivcly with their Ic^ fingers, and“ 
letting their whole body fall into theKir, 
full fpeed from one to the othgL. and fome ba^k j 
again with the fame fwiftnefs. There ii no po^uiu* 
but they imitate, nor ipotion but they per^rm ; 
bending themfelves like a bow, rolling likc*a bo^Ii^ 
hanging by the hands, feet, and teeth, 
to the different fbicies which their >phirqfii3K 
gination fupplies them with, which th ey-^/^^ in^-hg 
moft diverting manner imaginable j but 
to fling themfelves one rope to 

thirty and fifty feet diftance, is yet more •* 

So likewife, thatwc mfght the oftener have 
paftime, we caufed five: or fix of our,^adsr- 
monkies, or cabbln-bo^ .trained up to this 

^ : vn»g 


‘JPSing^^ths cords to folhvr them ; then, our 
^'tefeswc^uch prodigious capers, and flid with Co / 
nuch luiiningnefs along the niifts, fail-yards, and 
ncklin^ of the/hip, that they Teemed rather to fiy 


ban jun, fe.-qiych did their agility furpaJs all that 
“Imve obferv 


ivfr yfe^mve obferved in other animals 
Crocodiles being little known in Europe, and Co 
in the Indies, it has been our care to ex- 
uTime" their property and whole ftrudlure. Perad- 
hrfiturCj^^r, our former dlfle^Iions will be of fome 
ife hereafter, for the projedt t^ey laid, and car- 
ied on pretty far in the academy, for the per- 
'efiiing of anatomy. Wc have added thereto fome 
inatomical remarks accompanied with figures about 
:h9'Tockaies, fo named, becaufe they pronounce 
tcry frequently and diftmitly t^is word. They 
ire huge lizards or fmall crocodile found all over 
Lhe woods in Siam, as allb in the fields, and in 
houfes • * 

The cameJeon is likewife another CoH of lizard 
af between eight and ten inches in length, which 
ferved for jy fubjeft to our obfervations j there are 
&f them tS^ be feen upon the coaft of Coromandel, 
yrd^we iJreed of them at our houfe in Pontichery, 
for they do nci live upon air alone, as fome na- 
ttiralifts' have written, for they eat, and that ve- 
r^CTeedily. *Tis tru% indeed, that, being of a 
very cold and moifl temper, they can pals leve- 
rlnvo withrmf nlimptit t blit at the loiirr-nin, if 


[al days Vkithout aliments 
fot?-^ive •them none at all, you /hall them 
ijyisdiz^tvay by degrees, .and at laft die for 

. the ■whole, every thing is very odd in the 

itseyesjhca^, and belly are exceeding big ; 
and altho’ it hath four ports, as a lizard, yet is it 
Css very flow m all its wnotions, that it crawls rather 
than. goes i and, if natQre had not bellowed upon it 
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a tongue of <i particular cont^ture, ; 

catcH the animals, in which dots conlitt^Ji'^n- 

tllhment : this tdngue is rounds thick, and^at lead 

a*foot in length, it darts this tongue feven or eighi 

inches out of its mouth vrith a 

now the fubftance of it is fa vifcous, tnSt^detams 

flies, grafhoppers, and other fuch Itke infedls, If h 

touch them but never lb lightly with its tip. 

. Its body is cover’d all over with a very firib ‘tk^ 
hut is of a changeable colour, according to t he Va- 
rious pafliohs that agitate it^ in joy it, iso?an eme- 
rald green mix’d with orange, etched with little grey, 
and black ftrokes ; choler makes it dulky and lifi4 » 
fear pales and of a faded yellow : by t/m^ all thcfe 
colours, and many more, arc confounded logethitf* 
and at tidies there/’s compofedfochr a pretty medlq^ 
of lhade 1 and' li^t, that nature does not afford ^ 
finer variety tof fbadowirfg, nor our fineft pidtures 
fhore Uvely, fweet, and proportional drawing. > 
j Th€y)let'tne fee hkewife at Pontichery twcfothe& 
kinds of' anintals little knowif m Europe j the 'oha. 
is called Chien marron, that takds ^er the do^i 
wolf, and fox almofl: equally : it is of aii indiffeten'l 
bignefs, the hair is grey and rtddifh, iWiathr^ntirt^ 
taper’d (Cars, the fnout lharp, the leg high,* a 'lOngT 
tail, a body flender and well ihaped it does udC 
hark like dogs, but cries- yill as infants dof^Wfa 
word. It is naturally voracious, and, whcllhUfig^' 
pinches it, it enters into houfes irr the night, 
falls upon people. « \ 

The fecond fort is the Mangoure, ^vM-lr->Y>a.i(ir‘ 
its exterior fhape, comes very near the wefzc^yWT- 
ce^tcinbj that Its. bod^ ts-l/OTJgy: 
ftiotter, the fnout fleridcrer,^ the eye cjuickW^X>b, 
fomewhat lefswild. c 

This animal really is very ffamillar, and there -iS 
no dog that plays and more prettily 



^ made in China. 5 13 

J7ian tSing tj^reature , nevcrthelefs it is angry, an*^ 
not 1.o~rrjiifufted hen it eatsy always fnarling at that 
timci f^lJs funoufly t/pon thok who will he 
-iEOubiing It o 

It loves hejja ^g s more than any thing j but, be- 
caufe Its Uiaps are not wide fenough to Teize on them^ 
It ftnves to break them by throwing them aloft, or 
by-trolling them art hundred ways upon the ground • 
there chance to be a ftone m its way, it pre- 
fently lies upon it with its face doivnwaid, and, 

* finding With its hinder 1 ^, it takes the egg in its 
fqre legs, and thnifts it with all it*s might under its 
belly^ till it be broken againft the flone 

fv does not only hunt rats and mice* but ferpents, 
to whom It IS a mortal enemy, which it takes by 
head fo cunnmgl) * that it rec^ycs no hurt by it 
t^St IS at no lefs enmity with canicleo^ which at the 
yerj fight of it -ire feized with fo mortal a fear, that 
they become immldiately as flat as a flounder, and 
down half dead , whereas at the approach of a 
^cit, or dog, or feme other more terrible animal, 
^ty fwell, ar&cnragcd, and betake themfelves either 
to'their own/aefence, ortoaflault them 
I--.ii& beife a very hot country, and withal moifl, 
produces* gi^t tiumber of other animals j there is 
-thwe efpeaally abundance of ferpents of all fizes^ 
and^/o pretty m refpctft ^f the variety of colours, 
ific were not for the natural antipathy that we 
for this kind of beaft, I fcarce know any thing 
►that ttrS., eyet could take greater delight in The 
pc jpjp '*? Xaim are not fb ruce as wc in this refpedl ; 
they ^ prodigious number of them in the 

WQodsjyind expofe them tofalein the markets like 

■* Yet ^ere Is a pirticmar kind of them that they 
do not eat, they vre prei^nt poifon, and that with- 
out relief, they call them Oabra capela fome others 
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are fhort, and of a triangular form, they al* 

•ways creep upon one of their three faceS^ othe^ 
alfo are ftill more odd, have no tail, thcir^xtremi^ 
ties are terminated by two heads exafUy alike 
appearance, but very different in^S^t, inafmuch' 
as the one hath not, as the other, the coftimou»ufe 
of its organs 5 ' for in thefe latter the lips are join’df 
the ears flopp’d, the eye-lids quite cover the 
whilft the other eats, fees, hears, and guides fillfhe 
reft of the body. ^ ^ . 

Yet an Englifhptan at Madras, who kept one in 
his houfe for curiofity fake, afliired me, that ev^, 
fix months the organs of this fecond head difdlofed 
by little and little, and that, on the contrary, thoCe 
of the oppofite head, by clofing themfelves, ceafed 
to perform theit^dinary funilions ; that at the 
of the like nuirfoer of months, they were both re- 
ftored to their priftine ftate, and divided in that mani 
ner between them, each in its dim, the*c^ and 
government of the machine. ' f 

But God being no lefs wonderful in the leaft things ■ 
than he is in the greafeft, there are a prodigiouc ■; 
number of infefls that might deferve the^oft ferious 
reflexions. There you may fee certain jnles fhaf na- 
ture hath painted of fuch a lively yellow, fo poliljvd^ 
and fhining, that the moft: curious gilding doe^not 
come near it. Same others are but points <if Kght,* 
that alv/ays glow, and emit rays all night long 3 AH 
the air appears as if fet on fire with it when th^ flyi ‘- 
and, when they light upon leaves or brand^, thc'^ 
trees refemble, afar off, thofe fire-work'?Tji^make 
in the Indies for folemn illuminations. « 

Thelc white, • 

what care foever men take tp deftroy them, 'arc^ry.*, 
famous by reafon of the great inconveniences they 
produce, and for their natoral properties 3 they arc 
exceeding fmall, of a ftJfc fubftance, white; 

• for^N^ rimes 
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fonietimes a little ru/fey s they are multiplied ad in- 
^nnitum; and >.whenfi)ever they are once got into ari 
Koufe apartment, notlung but the black pifmires 
drive them out ; they have fuch fharpt teeth, 
and Co ^n^ratlog, that they nof only pierce through,' 
in* one night, the greateft bails, cloth, wool, /ilk, 

• and all other (luffs, but even cabinets and cupboards, 
thyvQod oF which becomes in a Few days all worm- 
eaten i they even fpoU wood, copper, and /ilver, 
upon \Vhish you may (bmetlmes difcern the ffgns and 
marks of their Itctle teeth : notwithftanding all this, 

« ‘there is great probability that this effeft proceeds 
more From the particular quality of the Saliva, which 
islklndof diflblving Menftruum, and afts at that 
rime much afeer the /ame manner as Aqua /bft/sdoes 
^ere upon our metals. ^ 

Even the gtalhoppers are extfe>rdinary j there 
■ ire fome of then\ in Siam that breed upon the boughs 
of treel', and arey if I may venture to /ay fo, their 
fruit in a manner j for the leaves, preferving thefir 
natural figure and colour, gro\v fomcwhtt thicker, 
•^eir fides throw out on each hand a kind of green 
filamcnts,*pin fa/hion of long legs, one of the extre- 
micies** of the leaf extends like a tail, and the other 
waxes Ipund like a head, all which, at length, is 
animated, and metamorpho/cd into a grafiiopper : 
th5 ii. what the people tif the countr}' report, who 
pluck them from the branches themfelves j we have 
leen great (tore of them* and it is true that the leaf 
appe^ intfi« wth its fibres, or at leaft nothing docs 
more rs/^blc a leaf than the body of this atiimaJ. 

IT ^ be true, this tree is no lefs to be wonder’d at 
thani diat whofe leaves dropping into the fea, in rf 

■ivould make us believe. 

It Would here bea fitfilaceto /peak to yotreoncem- 
=i»e the ftnmee trees we have met with in the 

‘ Lit but, 
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but, if I am not miftaken, I have had formerly the 


honour to difcourfe with you about them at Jarge, 
efpecially of thofe that produce varnifti, tea,rCotton,‘ 
t'^llow, pepper, and many others, all of thm fin-* 
gular in their kind, and very profitable for com 


I have had alfo the honour, fir, to prefent you « 
with about four hundred China plants, drawn out hi 
their natural colours, and copied after thofe diat-^e 
keptm the clofet of the emperor of China This is 
It that does chiefly compole the Jierbal** of China, 
and which, doubtlefs, will ennch ours, efpecially, 
when we fhall have the tranfiation of the booK 
where the vertues and ufe of all thefe fimples are 
incompantbly well explained 

Neither fhall ^nhrge more upon our obferva^^ 
tions that relate fa the beauty, bigncfs, and diverfity 
of Indian birds , for, altho* that may be the fineft 
part of the hiftory of animals, ycl there has been 
lo much faid of it already m the foregoing rchtionsj 
that It would be to no purpofe to fpcak to \ou 
of it more at large ** * 

But I cannot forbear now m the conclufion tti 
relate to > ou the greateft cunofities w 
hath fuminied us with 1 here are fifii, whoic blood 
is as hot as that of a man, others rcfpirc uf the '*ir 
like other tcrrefiial animals^ we fee fomc of tlii'm 
flj like birds, that croak at the bottom of »\fatcr£ 
like toads, and bark like dogs fome have heads 
prett) like ours, the) call themm Siam^Mcrmids 
in fomc certain ones the flcfli is fo fimi, that it 
nounftiUh as much as meat , m others, 
foft, that It may not fo proper!) be called s;s 
an mdigeftednefs of Him), grots, and tranlpicat 
matter, whcruin no organ is* to tc.ihfcemcd, )Ct t> 
It quick. It moacs, and cv-ii Avipis methodically 
In a \sord, altho’ the moftpart of tl cm Ik. gqijd 
car, yet 1 Inic fi.cn fomt tliat art. pciTonous, 

' ' infaUi^y 



Pb^cal made tn China. 
infalhbly^ ]ame the fifhernten when they can ftnLe 
their fins into them 

I forbJar all the other wonders of the Tea, that 
~v:o •ways come Ihort of thole in the heavens and m 
the earth, that I may fpeak more particularly of what 
we have learned of the birth, nature, and fi/hing 
of pearl You may allure yourfelf, that thefe are 
of t^t ^cind of delcnptioa upon which the pubhek 
may rely , for ■we derive them from the fountain 
head Th^ is what father Bouchet, the milTionary 
of Madure, fent by the king into the Indies, lefi 
ire his own felf m writing 

M'en knoTV well enough, that pearls are engen* 
der^d in a fort of oilier found in the Indies, between 
cape Comann and the channel de IsvCrouv, which oc- 
^ ctTioned the giving die name de la'^efchene, or the 
rilhery to the whole coaft This fi/hing is ex- 
ceeding chargeable, whether it be that it continues 
three who'le months without any mtermifiion, or whe- 
tl^r It be that they are fometimes forced to employ 
above an hundred and fifty men therein all at once , 
fo that, before they engage m it for good and all, 
they begin jipon trial, from whence they can tell, 
more or’IefsAwhat profit they may pofiibly hope for. 

'2'J’ow, if the pearls of the firft oifter be fair, big, 
anef m great number, then the whole body of fi/hers 
are »f>s,i^diners againft thS 15th of March, the time 
wnen theParavas(pcopleof that coafi) do always be 
-gm that precious fifhing In the lift, there are but 
tight hffildrcdbarciues, yet fomcbnies there are to be 
feen to the ifumbcp of three thoufand At that time 
theTlo 1 Iar>ders arm two pataches, to convoy the 
ari defend them from pirates 
.The crew of each banjue confifts of fifty or fixtj 
manners, amongi^^Aoirr Abmr are- eNareyAives, 
each of which hath hts wt> afliflants, which for that 
retfiin the) call the Filhct Afliftants “'In fine, the 
<run 1' Jilmbuted after the following manner , each 
^ L I J diver ’ 
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f^ver IS bound to pay fix crowns to the Hollanders, 
which hath fometimes amounted to a million Every 
eight days, they fifii one whole day for t^e pro 
fi£ of the flcipper of the barque , the firft throw 
the nets is for hun , they give the third part of 
what remains to the afilfiaiits, and the furplus be 
longs to the divers , but yet, the Hollanders do 
not always give them leave to difpofe of it as 
they pleafe So that thefe poor wretches do ^ten 
complain of then hard fate, and bewail their lofs, 
when they thinh of the time thej Ii\ed under the 
the dominion of the Portuguefe , 

^'Vhetl fifhing time is come, this is the mafn^r 
of the Paravas’s preparing themfelves for it The 
adiolc fleet puts out to a? fir as levcn, eight, 
or ten fathom ^v^itcr, off of j:ertam huge mouiV, 
tamo, which thc) dtfcover far up in the country ^ 
they ha\c learned by cxpcnenc''^ that this is the 
moll commodious latitude of the coafi,*'and the 
place where there is the mofl; copious fifhmg t 
Soon after ciflmg anchor, every diver faflens un- 
der his Irlly a good big flonc fix inches diameter' z 
foot long, cut archv/ife on that fide \/hich is appli&d 
to lijS fkm , they make ufe of it as ballaljV tlwt they 
1 lay not b- earned away by the raotioli of the w{i- 
tcr, and to go more firmly through the wav& , 
b li I s that, th-y tie a ftcoiid heavy one to o*a: of 
thcr fett, that prefcntlv finks them to the* bottom 
of the fri, trom a/hence they quid ly draw it i ito 
the barque b^ hdn of ^ fn all cord biK b.o'ufi- the 
o ‘'trs r < tten n cd to the rocks, tJily furround 
ther fn^ us wuh coppvr platv^ for fcaro? hurYlng 
t) -ni in pulljip tnc t fters « th \ioiaictym font 
plhcrs -ll > ufe iron forks fcj the tame, p irjicl*- 

ocry diver «.amt:4 4 gr-atnet, iifiDioti 
of a f c{ , 1 tiCj, »Sm.t h» neck I v a lo: p rojv, the 
or I « f which ij faflc-i • to t it f Ic of the lunju^ l 
t''* f d IS d-r^n-d to re civc iht cinc^s they I ck 

up 
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«p during the fifhlng, and the rope to dnw up 
the fifners when they have filled thrir fack. 

• In th,is equipage they precipitate themfeh cs, and 
.go down into the fea alM\e fixty feet deep Since 
they muft lofe no time, Ib fooii as they touch the 
• bottom, they mn to and fro upon the find, upon 
Aimy earth, and amongft the craggy rocl. 5 , fnatch- 
ing haftily the oifters they meet w ith in thar wa) . 

At* \7hat depth foever thty be, the light is fo great 
that they d^ifccm what happens in the fea, as cafily 
as tho* thcj» wer^ upon land T^c>' fomctimes fee 
tnonftrous fifh, from which the chriftnns defend 
’thcmfelvcs by crofitng themfcK cs , which hitherto 
hath prefen'ri from all acadents For, as for thofe 
V, ho arc Mahometans or Pagans, whatfoever <hift thev 
make by troubling the water, or fi)'ng awa\ , to a- 
void them, many rate been devoured by them, and, 
^of all the dangers m filhmg, this is, Nvithout all 
‘doubt, the moft*ordirary and greatefi 
i In fine, the expert divcn remain commonl) u*** 
dcr water half an hour, others are no Icfs than a 
|i*good quarter of an hour '1 hc> do no more but 
hti5 thar breath, without ufing, for that nurpofe, 
cither fill, *or anv other Iquori cufiom ana nature 
Imnng endbed ahem wim that rower, wh ..h all 
tfit art of philofophcn hath not been ab'e to il « 
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cife vhthout refpite, for they feed but twice a day, 
once m the morning, before they put to fea, and m the 
evening when night forces them to make to ^hore ‘ 
c It IS Upon this Ihore where they unload all the^ 
barques, and the oifters are earned into a great many 
little pits digged into the fand, about live or fix f?et 
fquare The heaps they throw in nfe fometimes tOu 
the height of a man, and look like a company of 
little huts, that one would take at a diftance fir an 
army ranged in battalia 

They lea\e the^ oifters m this^anner, till fuch 
time as the ram, wind, or fun, forces them to open ^ 
of themfelves, which foon kills them, the meat 
rupts and grows dry, and they pull out the pearls 
very eafily , fo that they all fall into the pit Ac- 
cording as they pi£l out the mother of pearl, fo the^ 
call the ftiells, on the outlide iike thofe of your ' 
common oiltcrs, but within more like lllvcf, and, 
more ghtteniig the lat^eft are niar as bij as youv 
hand, the meat is veiy dehcate, and, if the pcark 
there found be, according to the opinion of tome phy- 
ficians, certain ftones, that are bred by the ill confti,. 
tution of the oiClcr’s body, as it happens m mefi, 
and ill the bezoar, this diftemper doesAot fenfibly 
alter the humours thereof, at Icaftcthe-Saravas, that 
eat of them, find not any difference between thofe 
that have pearls, and thoft that have none /- 
When they have clcanfcd the ditch of ftr moft 
grofs filth, they fift the fame over and o\ er again, 
to fepiratc the pearls from It Ivcvcnhelefjr what- 
care foever they take, abundance of thtm arc loft, 
and, altho’ they return often thither, yet ‘they fiill 
find them, in a pretty cpnfidcrablcnumbert 
after the fifhmg 

And this IS all, fir, that Tcfpcfls the place, and 
ordenng of this nch fiftung. I ftiall add feme other 
pattiruIarS| 
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J'arficulars, that will fervc more fully to inform you 
of the nature and quality of pearls 

They are found Mattered here and therein the 
--^■whole fubflauce of the oifter, m the vail that covem 
It, m the Circular mufdes that terminate there m the 
a veptncle, and, in general, in all the camous and muf' 
v^culous parts , fo that it is not probable that they be 
in "the oifter, what the eggs arc m the hen, and 
^awn In fifti for befides, that nature hath not de- 
termined them any particular place for to be formed 
in, anatomifts, sj^iQ have carefuHy examined this 
piatter, can difcover nothing that hath any analogy 
■*ith that which happens in refpeft of other ammaJs 
*f)ne mav, neverthelefs, lay, that ivhereas then? 
are in a pullet an infinite number of eggs in form of 
lied, one of which grows and aifcments, whilft the 
others remain in a'lnannerm the lame ftate folike- 
%vife m each oifter may be commonly obfervcd one 
** pearl bigger, better formed, which fooner comes to 
jl^^eftion than all the reft But this pearl hath no 
fixed place, and it is fomcnmes in one place, and 
Jfimetimes in another Yea, and jt fomenmes fo 
• ftills out, that this pearl becomes fo big, that it hin- 
ders chV rflpthcr of pearl to clofe, and then the oif- 
^ dies andVemipts 

*'The dumber of the pearls is no lefs indefinite, of 
tentnncs all the meat the oyftcr is fct thick w ith 
themT* but it is a rare thing to find more than two 
of them of any tolerable btgnefs 
^ * Ti'cy ar« naturally white, more or lels according 
to the quartty of the mother The >cllow and the 
bhek a^ extraordinary rare, and of fmail ^•ai^c , )Ct 
Tavepilcr report^ that he had fix of them given 
’ him m the Indics'that were pcrfcftlj black, refem 
"bling jet, and much Acemw in the country If 
^is author dothiot tnund to impofc upon tis n this 
roint, as he doth m manj others, p^haps he was 
dccc5^cd 
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deceived himfelf: however, it is nloft certain, that,'ail, 
along the coaft of La Pelcherie, they make no ac- 
count of them ; and the fiftiermen themfelvw throw 
t^em away, as good for nothing. 

This variety of colours is, without doubt, caufed 
in the pearls, by the different parts of the oifjer 
where they are formed ; fb that when chance or na- 
ture hath directed the fe^ into the mcfentery and "li- 
ver, or, rather into the parts that are inftead of th^m : 
(For there hath been obferved in an oiffer a cavity 
large enough, where are difcov^rgd- iwo” overtures, 
that terminate at two fmall membranes, where the 
chyle is chiefly purified, and difcharges itfclf oP all 
its grofs particles 5 the inteftlnes of this animal not 
being accompanied witK la<5beal and mefariac vans.) 
When, I fay, thefpart is mclofed in thele cavities, 
and bile and impurities of the ^itjod may very well 
alter the natural whttenefs, and make'Khem cither 
yellow or black, fo Itkewife one rAay obfer/e, that 
thefe pearls are not tranfparent, but fullied, and lo'2«* 
den with a grofs fubftancc. 

As to what relates to their exterior form, it is fuf-, 
ficlcntly known, feeing they arc as common in Eif- 
rope as in the Indies. Thar different gives 

them diffcrait names j fo we fay, a pesQ' m polntj 
or in pear ; oval pearl, round pearl, barrodue pearl, 
that IS, flat on one fide and ^ound on the oincrj^nc 
may add irregular pearl \ for fomc of them ar^tound 
with many little angles, pbbous, flat, and gene- 
rally in all forts of figures. « • 

Upon the whole, if it be a difficult thing to gi\'e 
an account how pearls grow in oifters, it js no Itfs 
difficult to undcmxnd the mani\er how oiJtrt? 
generated m the fca. Some fay it f*rcs with this fort 
of filh as wiihall others, that produce eggs, the cx- 
• tcrior fulifiancc whereof, fo^t at firil, and ailcou^? 
gros^s hard at lift bv decrees, and turns to a fhell* 

' ^ Whit 
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■V^hat the Paravas have obferved, and which I will 
inform you, defervcs to carefully minded 

At the times when rain falls, the brooks of the 
adjacent lands, that empty thcmfelves all along the 
Weft, flow near two leagues upon the furface of the 
fe^ without mixing with it This water does thus 
*fwim above fame time, keeping its natural colour, 
but It clots afterwards by the heat of the fun, which 
reduceth it into a kind of light franlparent cream 
Soon after itVs divided into an infinite number of 
parts, every ^e,p f which feems animated, and 
fnoves up and down like fo many^httle inftdls 
ijie fifti fometim^s catch for^ of them as they 
ft^t, but as foon as they taft^ of ‘them they quickly 
leave them • ' 

Of what nature foever thefe mmute annuals may 
be, certain it^ ^risf they engender upon the iur- 
fice , their/kin grows thick, hard, and 

•bec5<?ie^ laft of fo ponderous, that they deftend 
chejr own proper weight to the bottom of the 
Tea The Puruvas do moreover afliire us, that they 
.atTume at laft the form of an oiftcr 

• This IS a fyftem whereof the vertuofo’s did proba- 
bly ne^^^dream, which experience hath difcovered 
^ the Bar^QjKins , and, meffeeft, it is in the/e places 
only thal pearl is found, and the raimeft years prove 
Ilk wife the beft for fiftiijg 

' add moreover, to undeceive thoft who are 

wedded to that opinion of the ancients, that oif 
ttfrs remain alwa)s at the bottom of the fca Tor- 
jncrlv It vv'JLs believed they rofe every mommg up to 
^ fur^e of the water , and that the> open’d their 
!Mcr5,<dw ftiell, ^ rccavc w the dew of heaven, 
^\iucIv Iikc a mcfwdjQCarl, infinuat-d itfeJf into the 
*ment of the oiftlr , was fix’d by means of its falts, 
/^d there» at Jaft aftlinied the colour, figure, and 
hanluefs of pearls , not much unlike fomc certain 

* • * liquors 
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liquprs that are tranfmuted into cryftals In the earth, 
or as fome flowers are transformed into honey and 
•wax in the bee-hives : all this Is ingenious and pretty ;* 
but the worfl of it is, *tls all falfe ; for thefe oifters 
are flrongly faftened to the rock, and never did 
any fiflier fee one to float upon the fuperficies of' 
the water. 

Notwithftanding pearls are found in ^fevsral 
places, yet thofe of La Pcfcherie are the moft valued, 
for they never lofe their luftre ; otheil turn yellow, 
or of a pale decay^ white. Afc#e/^le true valuCj 
it is very hard-^o determine any thing for certain^ 
the biggeft of all, thsP^vas found In the laft fifhift'g ' 
was fold but at fix Jiuni^ed crowns. ^ 

I have fometltdes.alked'the divers, If they did not 
now and then find^ral at the^ottom of the fea’j 
they atifwered, that they, being'^r-t]^^ mofl: part 
bufied in what concerns feeking for p^{*‘Jrrek no 
great notice of any thing befides; th'at, nevd'th^'ri^ ' 
they found, from time to flme, branches of blaclc- 
coral : there is fome of It, added they, which altho’ 
it be pretty hard at the bottom of the v/^ater, ye^ < 
becomes much more fo, when it hath been fome 
time expofed to the air: but the greateft £$>.^of it 
hath acquir’d, even in the fea, alL hc’?7t{0ral hard-e 
nefs. It flicks fall to the rocks, and v/hen'^we caft 
anchor in foggy weather, ife often happens that^^ur 
anchor catches hold on fome branches of^hlack* 
coral, and brings along with it whole trees ; but it ' 
is very rare to find any red coral all along the coaft 
of La Pcfcherie. " ^ i* 

I fhall here make a refiedHon that not majjy haw 
made, viz. That the coral-tree hitth no rootr^fomc 
of it was ftiown in Rome, m ,fath^ Kercher’s Mu-V 
fleum, that fprung out of feveral rones ; fome of 
them have been after that puK’d away, and**he corar^ 
had not only no root, but was not fo Jnuch as-ticil 
' / by 
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b/ any fibre, or any the leaft fiJament whatfoever. 
Oiyiere al/b were feen feveral branches of coral ilTuing 
Jrom a nacre of pear] , and m cardinal Barbann’s 
clofet, there is ftill to be feen a Ihmb of coral, who/S 
foot is black, the trunk white, and the very too of all 


^ Thus doth nature, fir, difport herfelf m the great 
^abj/s, as well as m the other parts of the umverle, 
*by the produ^^n of prodigious numbers of things 
equally pro§ta^ and precious, which /he befiows 
not to excite aitd^^2=a»te mens cmacupifcence, or to 
fSinent their fottifh pnde, but to ferveythem for or- 
h^^its, as reafon, and the dcfS^y .of every ftate 
rcqnircs or permits Sl \ 

JVay# perhaps, /ir, the/e'beaw^Vf the univeefe 
created, not Ibrouch to adorn fhebodj, as to 
exercjfe the mtmdum dtfpulatmi ccrum, 

^For, of^UsSfirral^pleafurcs, the moft innocent, and 
without all doubt is the ftudy of nature, 
aifl^e confideration of the marvels it contains m 
, Its womb When one hath once run over the ground 
of divine wifdom, and penetrated into the 
mjftenes of it , this general view of fo many beau 
ties hatfis^ore powerful charms, and begets m our 
^jnt a mcl^cd-wg and affeamg image and repre- 
/entauon, ’thaSall that the /enfe and pa/fions are 


m^cvcr^le to prelent to us« 

2 You^now It, fir, better than an> Iiody } > ou, I 

S who by ) our particular ftud) , and >our conn 
correfpoadcncc with the learned, have acquir’d, 
> fiiort'bmc, fi> many notions m all the dif 
t kirt^ of erudition t and certainl), that con- 
apjfiation th^ >ou every div afford, in re 
ferciw to the p-r/eit oq of arts and fcicnces, fuffi 
declares, fhat nothing on mo-c profTtab/y 
fl-i plcafardv pLc up tlic time of a gciitlc'nan and 
■Cloned aiiffi / 

• ' But 
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But what is Hill more fin^lar, you fanftify gU 
this knowledge, by the good improvement you 
piakc of it : you oring it, I may fo fay, to th« 
iknftuaryi you make u(e of it in the pulpit of 
truth, to make our myftcrics more intelligible, 
not fatisfied with the ordinary philofophy and 
quence, you do thereby become a chnlh'an pl^°' 
lopher, and an evangelical orator. I air.« with a’l 
refpedt, ^ 


C 

mojt hiimhU 


and mefi cWfiSi»/ Servanti 
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